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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two highly anticipated match-
ups were not avoided and the
Cranford High School wrestling
team came out on top in both in
a 46-15 victory over Governor
Livingston in Cranford on Janu-
ary 29. In fact, the 10-2 Cougars
seemed to match-up quite well
with the 8-8 Highlanders through-
out the lineup.

The first anticipated match-up
came in the seventh bout of the
evening, 120-lbs, when Cougar
Chris Scorese faced John Colder,
who had placed second in the
Union County Tournament (UCT).
Scorese recorded a double-leg
lift takedown and added a three-
point spread eagle nearfall in the
first period then both controlled
each other from the top position
to result in a 5-0 decision.

“Right off the whistle, I’ve been
hitting a lot of dart singles, so I
shot in and got the leg. I didn’t
want to try to sit him down, so I
lifted him up instead. It was kind of
like a ball-and-chain with a leg in
then when he fell back it was like
a spread eagle but you have the
arm in with the leg,” Scorese said.

The second key match-up came
at 138-lbs when Cougar Gavin
Murray, the UCT champion, faced
Ryan Hoy, whom he defeated 13-
3 for the title to avenge a 9-8
setback to him in last year’s 132-
lb UCT finals. Murray slipped
around Hoy with a side single
takedown and added an escape
and a single-leg, back-trip
takedown to take a 5-1 lead into
the third period. Hoy escaped and

applied the pressure, but Murray
used his snaky leg defense to
ward him off in a 5-2 victory.

“It was a match we wanted,
because he is one of the best
guys in the state in the weight
class, and wrestling the best guys
you can only get better. We
wanted to wrestle him. I think he

wanted to wrestle me because of
our last match. I got the front
headlock, spun behind and got

my two. Then I got his leg. He
was fighting hard, but I got the
back trip. It was a grind pretty
much in the last period. He
wanted it and I wanted it,” Murray
said.

The first bout of the evening at
182-lbs was also a tight one, but
Highlander Andrew Lipnick re-
corded three takedowns and an
escape to top Nick Ballas, 7-3.

The Highlanders then took a 9-0
team lead when RJ Greeley re-
ceived a forfeit at 195-lbs.

Cougar Mike Pastor tightened
the team score to 9-6 when he
pinned Spencer Marke with a
half nelson in 2:25 at 220-lbs.
Next, Highlander heavyweight
Sean Tomlinson escaped in the
third overtime to sting Jon
ElKhoury, 2-1.

Action was furious in the 106-lb
bout, but Cougar Anthony Capece
inflicted the vast majority of it
with three takedowns, including
a slick barrel roll, three tilts and

a reversal to seize a 16-3 major-
ity decision over Nic Mele. At
113-lbs, Cougar Tom DiGiovanni
was temporarily stunned when
Chris Sergio took him to the mat
within the first 10 seconds, but
he quickly recovered to pin him
in 25 seconds with a double-leg
grapevine and head smother.

“He sure did! To come out like
that and get taken down to your
back is like jumping into a cold
bath. Sometimes that brings the
animal out in you,” Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman said.

After Scorese’s bout, Cougar
Dave Busch made the team score,
25-12, when he clamped Austin
Senkarik with a cradle in 1:57 at
126-lbs. At 132-lbs, Cougar Brian
McGovern recorded a pair of
backdoor takedowns and an es-
cape to defeat Turner Haddad, 5-
2, then after Murray’s bout, Cou-
gar Andrew Tompkins took Den-
nis Sobol to his back with a
double-leg takedown and pinned
him in 3:08 at 145-lbs.

Cougar Corey Birch recorded a
takedown on Mike Rhodes in the
first period added a reversal in
the second and another in the
third to earn a 6-2 victory at 152-
lbs. Birch kept working for the
pin throughout their bout, but
Rhodes refused to be turned.

At 160-lbs, Cougar Niko
Cappello spent very little time on
the mat and pinned Tom
O’Sullivan in 48 seconds with an
arm bar/half nelson. The final
bout went to overtime, but High-
lander Sam Burke got the
takedown to record a 7-5 victory
over Chris Kiame at 170-lbs.

“We have seven kids where it’s
their first year on varsity. It was
awesome to see them come out
and do really good and get a lot
of team points,” Murray said.

“The kids came to wrestle. They

SCORESE TOPS COLDER, MURRAY HANDLES HOY; BUSCH, ‘DiGIO’, CAPPELLO PIN IN 1ST

Cougars’ Super Match-Ups Ground GL Matmen, 46-15

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cougar Gavin Murray

GL’s Ryan Hoy
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sent Hoy out on Gavin. That’s
good! That’s what we want. We
want to wrestle the best kid. It’s
good when we get those match-

ups and our kids performed. They
wrestled and did moves that we
teach. It was an all-around good
win,” Coach Gorman said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
182: — Lipnick (G) d Ballas, 7-3
195: — RJ Greeley (G) won forfeit
220: — Pastor (C) p Marke, 2:25
Hwt: — Tomlinson (G) d ElKhoury, 2-1 OT

106: — Capece (C) md Mele, 16-3
113: — DiGiovanni (C) p Sergio, :25
120: — Scorese (C) d Colder, 5-0
126: — Busch (C) p Senkarik, 1:57
132: — McGovern (C) d Haddad, 5-2

138: — Murray (C) d Hoy, 5-2
145: — Tompkins (C) p Sobol, 3:08
152: — Birch (C) d Rhodes, 6-2
160: — Cappello (C) p O’Sullivan, :48
170: — Burke (G) d Kiame, 7-5 OT

Cougar Brian McGovern

GL’s Turner Haddad

Cougar Corey Birch, top

GL’s Mike Rhodes

Cougar Anthony Capece

GL’s Nick Mele

Cougar Dave Busch

GL’s Austin Senkarik
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior John Oblachinski sank
five of his 12 points and added an
assist, which ignited a 13-3 run
in the first half of the third quar-
ter to put the Cranford High
School boys basketball team on
the road to a 56-41 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
Cranford on January 30.

Prior to that breakout, both
teams were locked in a back-
and-forth struggle with the Cou-
gars clinging to a two-point lead
at halftime.

“Last game was a close game
and they had like a 14-2 run. For
27 minutes, we played a close
game then they get that run.

They were beating us off the
dribble. They are nice athletic
kids,” Raider Head Coach Dennis
Doherty said.

Two major deciding factors was
the Cougars’ ability to control
the boards and dish out a large
number of assists. Five Cougars
had five rebounds or more and
one grabbed four. Oblachinski
pulled down nine, Tommy Trot-
ter pulled down eight and Mike
Guarreillo grabbed seven, while
Jack McCaffrey and Luke
Christiano each grabbed five and
Cameron Kutzer pulled four.

“He gets a lot of rebounds for
us, a lot of put backs. Helps a lot
through the course of the game,”
McCaffrey said of Oblachinski.

Chris Gibbons led the 8-8 Raid-
ers with seven rebounds and nine
points. Leo Ramos (4 points) and
Quaryee Bull (2 points) each had

six rebounds. Rashan Gary net-
ted eight points, Jack Poillon sank
seven and Andrew Voysest added
five points.

“They were hurting us on the
boards. They are strong kids.
Football, even the baseball kids
are strong kids. We got to get in
the weight room to play against
kids like that,” Coach Doherty
said.

“We tried to stay focused and
box out. That’s one of our main
things, because most of the
games that we don’t win, we end
up not being able to box out.
That always seems to be an im-
portant factor,” McCaffrey said.

McCaffrey was a major recipi-
ent of the assists and cashed in
on them to lead all scorers with
22 points, half of them in the first
quarter alone. He was also the
“Chief Thief” with five steals.

“My team was finding the open
looks for me. We were really
looking to get the ball to the hoop
on the zone, because they were
really spread out and we could
find a lot of gaps. My team used
it well and found a lot of passs to
give me easy looks,” said
McCaffrey, who also had two as-
sists.

Trotter finished with nine points
and four assists, while Christiano
(5 points) and Kutzer each had
four assists. Guarriello finished
with eight points.

The Raiders seized the offen-
sive initiative and scooted to a 9-
4 lead midway through the first
quarter with Poillon hitting for
four, Gibbons sinking a 3-pointer
and Ramos hitting for two, while
McCaffrey had the Cougars’ four
points. But McCaffrey came back
with a 3-pointer and a 2-pointer

and Guarriello rolled in a lay-up
to give Cranford an 11-9 lead
with 1:40 on the clock. The quar-
ter ended, 15-13, Cranford.

The lead jostled back-and-forth
in the second quarter but both
teams added 10 points giving
the Cougars a 25-23 edge at the
break. The third quarter and the
13-3 run began with McCaffrey
hitting a two and Oblachinski
sinking a pair of free throws.
With a Raider timeout at 2:34 on
the clock, the Cougars led, 38-
26. Gary rolled in a pair of lay-
ups and Gibbons sank a two,
while McCaffrey banged a three
to make the score, 41-32, enter-
ing the fourth quarter.

The Raiders were unable to gain
ground and trailed, 51-41, with
1:52 remaining, setting the stage
for some necessary fouling.

COUGARS McCAFFREY SINKS 22, OBLACHINSKI 12, TROTTER 9; SPF’s GIBBONS 9, GARY 8

Cougars’ Run in 3rd Rattles Raider Basketball Boys, 56-41

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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McCaffrey sank a pair of free
throws, Oblachinski sank one
then Guarriello finished it off with
a smooth lay-up after Christiano’s

assist.
“No one is really too worried

about who scores the most. I’m
usually not the leading scorer,

and that’s fine by me as long as
we keep winning. That’s all that
really matters,” McCaffrey said.

“We are trying to find the right

combination. Young kids, trying
to work them in, don’t want to
work them too much, just trying
to see come tournament time,”

Coach Doherty said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 10   9   9 41
Cranford 15 10 16 15 56
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RAIDER RIDGE DELIVERS WINNER AT 195-LBS; BLUE DEVILS BARBER (145), VELEZ (152) WIN

Raiders Nip Westfield, 34-33 in ‘Pin Cancer’ Final Bout
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All the chips were on the line
when Raider senior Matt Ridge
stepped on the mat to face Blue
Devil sophomore Kevin Frega in
the final bout at 195-lbs in the
“Pin Cancer” Alumni Night be-
tween the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team and
Westfield at Scotch Plains on
January 31. All proceeds from
the ticket sales and the conces-
sion stands were to be donated
to the “Pin Cancer” program.

Both coaches were juggling
around their lineups throughout
like a “chess” match to get the
most advantageous match-ups
for their team and with the Raid-
ers trailing, 33-30, the final move
was made when Ridge bumped
up from his regular class at 182-
lbs to face Frega and the winner

would deliver the victory for his
team.

Frega took the initiative with a
takedown attempt, but Ridge
countered to get the takedown
and a two-point nearfall. Ridge
recorded a side roll reversal in
the second period and added a
defensive takedown to claim an
8-0 majority decision.

“Beginning of the match, I
wrestled a little complacent,
didn’t know what to do on my
feet, he was too strong but then
again, muscle won’t beat talent
and hard work. Once I got to the
second period, I knew I was re-
versing him with the wrist roll.
You can’t hold down a good wres-
tler no matter how strong you
are. You may say I won the match
but, without my team, I don’t do
anything out there. I can’t wrestle
by myself,” said Ridge.

The game of strategy began at
220-lbs when Raider Dan Van
brunt bumped up from 195-lbs
to center off with Tom Anderson.
Van brunt recorded a single-leg
takedown then pinned Anderson
in 1:10 with a half nelson. The
Raiders’ lead increased to 12-0
when heavyweight Mike
Henderson received a forfeit.

“I went out there and gave it all
that I had, banging his head,
lifting his arm, trying to dump
him and then he was getting all
sloppy, stepping forward, step-
ping back, he was just hanging
out on top, I swept the ankle and
he fell down,” Van brunt said.

“We wanted Danny Van brunt
at 220 and we wanted to end the

match with Ridge against Frega .
We felt very good with Ridge;
he’s been wrestling very strong;
he’s got a couple of losses against
some of the best competition in
the state so he’s battle tested,”
Raider Head Coach TJ Gavor said.

At 106-lbs, Blue Devil Chris
Hoerle quickly took Matt Olin to
the mat and pinned him in 41
seconds using a yank-and-crank
half nelson. After a scoreless first
period at 113-lbs, Blue Devil John
Fuller controlled Jasmar Philippe
from the top position in the sec-
ond period then escaped in the
third to grab a 1-0 decision.

The Blue Devils took a 14-12
team lead when Nick Kalimtzis
recorded 12 takedowns and a
penalty point to claim a 25-10,
tech fall in 6:00 at 120-lbs. Raider
JT Beirne received a forfeit at
126-lbs then Raider Tom

Cunningham, at 132-lbs, took
Jack Miller to the mat and nearly
put him to sleep with a cross-
face cradle in the first period, but
all he could salvage was a 5-1
decision to put his team ahead,
21-14.

“He took a shot, dragged his
arm by, swung around and got
the two. I was working to get the
turn. I got it, but he was a tough
wrestler. Periods, two and three,
he kept coming for it, he was
relentless and he beat me up
good and I couldn’t get any
takedowns,” said Cunningham.

At 138-lbs, Blue Devil Kevin
Miller recorded a head-and-arm
takedown in the first period then
added an arm drag takedown in
the second before showing Jeff
Lieblich the lights in 3:47 with a
wrist/arm bar combination.Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Blue Devil Kevin Miller

Raider Jeff Leiblich

Blue Devil Kevin Frega

Raider Matt Ridge
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Another showdown bout came
at 145-lbs when Blue Devil Matt
Barber went head-to-head with
Brian Lapham, whom he recently
beat, 5-2, for the Union County
Tournament (UCT) title. The bout
turned out to be very physical,
but Barber delivered most of the
punishment with a side single
takedown in the first period, a
quick escape and two more
takedowns in the second to claim
a 7-3 decision.

“I wanted to push the pace.
Coach made some rules before
we go into the match, saying, ‘if
you don’t run back to the circle,
you have to stay in practice. If
you get a stall called, that’s 25
pushups’, so I knew I had to push
the pace more this time around.
I feel like I am in his head now
that I beat him twice. I have
been gaining confidence through-
out the year. You will see me
even better in districts probably,”
Barber said.

“Barber/Lapham is always a
tough one. Two very talented
wrestlers, they go after each
other, they bang heads,” Coach
Gavor said.

Another closely observed bout
came next at 152-lbs. Blue Devil
Nick Velez, the UCT champ at
that weight, quickly delivered an
offensive spin takedown in the
first period then slipped out of
Dom Natale’s leg riding attempt
in the second period for a rever-
sal to carry a 4-1 lead into the
third period where he added an-
other reversal, a takedown and a
two-point tilt to grab a 10-2
majority decision.

“The game plan was that I
wrestled Natale. We gave up a
couple of forfeits, so we had to
make it up with bonus points
where we could get it. He de-

fended really well. In the third
period, when I got the takedown
and the turn with a pancake, I
got the major, but I was looking
for some more bonus,” Velez said.

The Blue Devils stretched their
team lead to 33-21 when Jarek
Gozdieski, leading 4-1 at the time
slammed George Ramos with a
lateral drop in 5:17 at 160-lbs.
Raider Alex Mirabella received a
forfeit at 170-lbs, making the
score, 33-27, then at 182-lbs,
Raider Jaylen Bryant recorded
four double-leg takedowns to
earn an 8-2 decision over Devin
Anderson and set the stage for
the final act.

“I couldn’t let them down. I
wanted it more than all of them.
I wrestled a couple of other var-
sity matches and haven’t won
one, so this would have been like
the best match ever to win. I just
tried harder. I put in the work,”
said Bryant.

“Jaylen was really the wild card

at 170. He just moved here from
South Carolina, he’s got one year
under his belt; he’s a real tough
athletic sophomore. The match
all came down to Ridge at the
end and we were comfortable
that he could major him,” said
Coach Gavor.

“Scotch Plains was tougher than
us today. Our kids put Frega in a

tough situation. We could have
put this thing away earlier. Scotch
Plains went out there with a defi-
nite game plan. They stuck to it
better than our kids stuck to
ours,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said.

Fred Lecomte recorded the
comments from the Raider wres-
tlers and coach.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
220: — Van brunt (S) p Anderson, 1:10
Hwt: — Henderson (S) won forfeit
106: — Hoerle (W) p Olin, :41
113: — Fuller (W) d Philippe, 1-0
120: — Kalimtzis (W) tf Martin, 25-10
126: — Beirne (S) won forfeit
132: — Cunningham (S) d Miller, 5-1
138: — K. Miller (W) p Liebrich, 3:47
145: — Barber (W) d Lapham, 7-3
152: — Velez (W) md Natale, 10-2
160: — Gozdieski (W) p Ramos, 5:17
170: — Mirabella (S) won forfeit
182: — Bryant (S) d D. Anderson, 8-2
195: — Ridge (S) md Frega, 8-0

Probitas Verus Honos
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SPF Raiders Edge Blue Devils in Final Bout, 34-33, in ‘Pin Cancer’ Wrestling Showdown

More Photos Next Page

Blue Devil Nick Velez

Raider Dom Natale
Blue Devil John Fuller

Raider Jashmar Philippe
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SPF Raiders Edge Blue Devils in Final Bout, 34-33, in ‘Pin Cancer’ Wrestling Showdown

Blue Devil Jack Miller

Raider Tom Cunningham

Blue Devil Matt Barber

Raider Brian Lapham

Blue Devil Nick Kalimtzis

Raider Owen Martin

Blue Devil John Fuller

Raider Jashmar Philippe
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nothing seemed to go right and
nearly nothing went in for the
Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team in a 48-45 loss to
Governor Livingston at Westfield
on January 28, just three days
after beating the Highlanders,
45-36, on their turf.

Shooting percentages were
quite low for both teams, espe-
cially in the first half, but the 4-9
Highlanders managed to sink one
more 3-pointer than the 8-6 Blue
Devils in the third quarter and
added another in the fourth.

“It is tough to win games when
you shoot 25 percent from the
field. A lot of those shots were in
the paint too. The effort was
there but the execution was lack-
ing. When we got to the rim we
had trouble finishing and when

we took jump shots, some were
good shots and some were
forced,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Daryl Palmieri said.

Highlander Rob Imbalzano, who
hit a pair of 3-pointers in the
third quarter, led all scorers with
16 points, while teammate Pat
Mahoney nailed a 3-pointer in
the third quarter and added an-
other in the fourth to finish with
10 points. John Iorio and Javon
Reis-Wilson each bucketed six
points, while John Wills and Vic
Candeloro each scored four points
and Chris Marzo added two.

Senior Dylan Elliott led the Blue
Devils with 12 points, including
three 3-pointers, and three steals.
He also had six rebounds, an
assist and tipped a pass that
ended up in the hands of a team-
mate. Senior Dave Kane had six
rebounds, six points and a pair of

steals. Chris Wright sank seven
points, while adding five re-
bounds, a blocked shot and one
steal. Chris Boutsikaris also had
seven points, two rebounds, a
steal and an assist. Junior Sean
Elliott had six points, four re-
bounds, a steal and an assist.
Owen Murray banged a 3-pointer
and added five rebounds and
three assists. Parker Hess (2 as-
sists, 3 rebounds) and Eric Shor
(2 rebounds, blocked shot, steal)
each had two points. Chris
Sweeney had three rebounds.

Neither team could find the bas-
ket until Dylan Elliott sank his
first 3-pointer with 6:30 left in
the first quarter. Hess sank two
free throws and Sean Elliott hit a
2-pointer to give the Blue Devils
a 7-0 lead before a timeout was
called with 5:08 on the clock. The
Highlanders answered with a 9-2

run to knot the score entering
the second quarter. The Blue
Devils missed all three of their
free throws during that 9-2 span,
while the Highlanders managed
to hit only one of four.

Both teams were still off the
mark, but the Blue Devils were a
little better at the line, hitting 5-
for-7, and won the quarter, 11-
10, for a 20-19, halftime lead.

Mahoney banged a 3-pointer
early in the third quarter, but
Westfield responded with an 8-2
run, which included Elliot’s sec-
ond 3-pointer, to stretch their
lead to 28-24 midway through
the quarter. Imbalzano’s two
straight 3-pointers staggered the
Blue Devils and caused a timeout
with 1:31 left. but by the end of
the quarter, the Blue Devils were
clinging to a 35-34 lead.

The lead plunged to a 40-35

D. ELLIOTT SCORES 12 POINTS, STEALS 3; KANE 6 REBOUNDS, 6 POINTS; WRIGHT 7 POINTS

GL Highlanders Hypnotize Blue Devil B’Ballers, 48-45
deficit quickly when Mahoney
sank a 3-pointer and Imbalzano
was fouled while rolling in a lay-
up and sank the free throw. Both
teams took several minutes to
add just four points to their total
until another timeout was called
with 58.26 on the clock.

The Blue Devils were forced to
foul. Reis-Wilson went to the line
and sank both free throws,
stretching the lead to seven.
Boutsikaris nailed a 3-pointer,
Reis-Wilson sank two more free
throws and Elliott sank his third
3-pointer. With 18.18 remain-
ing, Mahoney went to the line,
missed both free throws, got the
rebound, was fouled and missed
two more free throws to keep the
Blue Devils alive with 5.86 left.
The Blue Devils attempted to hit
a 3-pointer in the final second

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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but missed the mark.
“Governor Livingston does a

great job of frustrating us by
forcing us to play outside. Our

game plan was to be aggressive
against it and look to get some
points in transition, but they did
a great job of taking that away.

We extended our lead to seven
and we had a few possessions in
a row that we let their best player
get some open looks and get

them back in the game. I give
them credit for continuing to
battle. We started playing with
more urgency towards the end

but it was too little too late,”
Coach Palmieri said.
Gov. Livingston   9 10 15 14 48
Westfield   9 11 15 10 45


