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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Consistent forward movement
on the part of senior running
back Angelo Gallego and the abil-
ity to capitalize on a major mis-
cue guided the third-seeded
Parsippany Hills High School foot-
ball team to the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 champion-
ship with a 20-13 victory over
the top-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars during the NJSIAA/
SportsCare Institute Football Fi-
nals at Metlife Stadium in East
Rutherford on December 7.

The Cougar defense’s difficulty
getting off blocks and making
the initial tackles allowed Gallego
to move the chains and to plug
away for 173 yards on 37 carries.
He also had a crucial 12-yard
reception late in the fourth quar-
ter to put the 11-1 Cougars’ backs
against the wall.

“Both of those are areas where
we struggled. He’s a tough little
back and he gets in there. We hit

him a lot of times. We didn’t
necessarily get him off his feet,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said. “They weren’t
getting any big plays, but they
were able to move the chains. I
am sure that was their plan and
they executed it very well to
keep our offense off the field.”

The 10-2 Vikings also gave the
Cougars’ potent offense, that has
averaged 40 points per game,
headaches. A consistent move-
ment of the ball downfield was
absent, but the Cougars did man-
age to execute four big plays,
two resulting in touchdowns and
another setting up an opportu-
nity for a third with seconds re-
maining in the game.

“I thought there were times on

offense where we weren’t really
able to ever get things rolling.
We had some big plays, but we
weren’t necessarily able to con-
sistently move it the way that I
thought that we would be able to
do, and that’s a credit to Par Hills
the way they played both offen-

sively and defensively,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Cougar quarterback Jack
Schetelich completed seven of
21 passes for 122 yards and
carried 10 times for 106 yards,
including a 91-yard touchdown
run in the Cougars’ first offensive
play of the second half. Running
back Luke Christiano carried
seven times for 111 yards, in-
cluding a 72-yard touchdown run
in the second quarter. He also
had three receptions for 81 yards.
Running back Donavin Walker
had three carries for 51 yards,
which included giving the Cou-
gars a first down at the Viking 14
early in the second quarter. Eric
Donahue had a pair of receptions
for 20 yards. Joe Norton had a
nine-yard reception and Donte

CHRISTIANO 72-YD TOUCHDOWN RUN, SCHETELICH 91-YD TD RUN, WALKER INTERCEPTION

Par Hills’ ‘Little Plays’ Stun Cougars for Grid Title, 20-13

Probitas Verus Honos
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Anderson had a 12-yard recep-
tion.

Viking running back JD Keyes

carried 11 times for 61 yards.
Quarterback Nick Verducci had a
one-yard touchdown plunge for

the first score and added a one-
yard touchdown pass to Anthony
Barlotta early in the third quar-

ter. Verducci completed seven of
13 passes for 134 yards, which
included three to wide receiver

Ryan Shaw for 97 yards.
Both defenses held the others’

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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offense scoreless in the first quar-
ter then the Cougars got posses-
sion on their own 33. Christiano

began with a 15-yard run. After
an incomplete pass, Walker broke
loose on a 40-yard gallop to the

Viking 14. He ran again but
fumbled at the four where the
Vikings recovered.

From there, Verducci engi-
neered an eight-play scoring
drive, which involved Shaw’s 62-

yard reception and ended with a
one-yard plunge with 7:31 left in

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the half. On the ensuing kickoff,
the Cougars got possession at
the 28 then on the first play,
Christiano hooked right and out-

ran all defenders for his 72-yard
touchdown with 7:13 remaining.
Later in the quarter, Walker in-
tercepted Verducci’s pass at the

Cranford 43.
On the first series of the second

half, beginning from their own
25, the Vikings used 10 straight

running plays to get to the
Cranford one then Verducci found
Barlotta in the right corner for
the touchdown with 6:42 on the

clock. The extra point made the
score 13-6. Once again, the Cou-
gars answered swiftly when

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Schetelich took the ball from the
nine and sprinted down the right
sideline for the touchdown with
6:23 left in the third quarter.

Norton added the point after.
The Vikings answered with an

11-play, 74-yard scoring drive,
ending with Gallego’s 12-yard

touchdown run with 9:27 remain- ing in the game. The Cougars
failed to answer then the Vikings
wound down the clock with nine
running plays, Gallego’s key re-

ception for a first down and a
missed field goal attempt to give
the Cougars one last chance with

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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1:43 left and no timeouts.
Schetelich hit Donahue for 12

yards and Christiano for 13 to
put the ball on the 45. A few plays

later, he spotted Christiano, who
made a spectacular catch good
for 43 yards, putting the ball on
the 12. Norton’s reception placed

the ball at the three.
“I don’t think that Jack early in

the game or even in the early
second half played his best, but

in that last drive he certainly did.
He kept his composure and made
a couple of good throws. We had
no timeouts and less than two

minutes and drove it all the way
down,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

Inability to get off a play cost
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the Cougars five yards then
Schetelich’s final pass into a con-
fusing mix dropped to the turf.

“I was proud of us to get the

ball down the field, to get in a
position where we could score. It
just didn’t go our way there,”
Coach Rosenmeier said. “There

may have been contact. That’s
football! When it goes your way,
you think it’s a great call. When
it doesn’t go your way, you think

it’s a bad one. We had an oppor-
tunity to execute some plays and
we couldn’t finish the execution.
I thought we had the better team,

but they played better than us
today and they deserved to win.”
Parsippany Hills 0 6 7 7 20
Cranford 0 6 7 0 13
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation (BOE) on Monday pre-
sented a report based on recent
information garnered by the Full-
Day Kindergarten Task Force.

In Union County, Berkeley
Heights, New Providence,
Cranford and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood do not provide full-day
kindergarten, according to the
report. Westfield provides a half-
day kindergarten with a tuition-
based option wrap-around pro-
gram to extend the day. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Cranford
school districts are investigating
a full-day program. Summit has
instituted a trial full-day kinder-
garten where students are en-
rolled by lottery and it is a tu-
ition-based program. The 12 re-
maining districts in Union County
provide a full-day kindergarten.

The two challenges of provid-
ing full-day kindergarten
throughout the district are space
and the 2-percent budget cap,
the report states. The cost to
start the program is estimated at
$828,059, which includes sala-
ries and benefits for teachers
and classroom assistants.

One of the many comments
from the Task Force is that for a
kindergartner to achieve success
in the Common Core standards a
full-day kindergarten is impera-
tive. A two-and-a-half-hour day
is too short to teach the Common
Core standards, the report found.

The Task Force agreed that a
high-quality kindergarten would
include a full-day program, in-
creased learning and socializa-
tion time, daily math and read-
ing, frequent choice and play,
exploration and language devel-
opment.

A sample schedule showed that
the math learning time would
double from the current 20 min-

utes to 40 minutes, and there
would be the addition of a 30-
minute writing workshop period,
and a 40-minute Specials pe-
riod. Choice Time also would be
increased. There additionally
would be a morning meeting and
rest/reading time.

The Task Force is to create
subcommittees to examine op-
tions that could result in provid-
ing a full-day kindergarten. Those
options include redistricting, a
tuition-based program, referen-
dum costs, school and town fa-
cilities, slow school district ex-
pansion options, and creative
scheduling.

“This Task Force is really in it
for the long haul, and will look at
what we can do incrementally,”
Superintendent Gayle Carrick
said.

The Task Force also is looking
for additional resident volunteers,
Ms. Carrick said, and anyone in-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MAKING HIS POINT... Township resident Kevin Keogh tells the Cranford
Board of Education that they are not following the law when it comes to how the
district evaluates students to be accepted into the district’s gifted and talented
program, called The Pathways to Excellence Program (P2E).

GW Council Discusses
Encroachments on AFC

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil on Tuesday unanimously
adopted revised regulations gov-
erning the new athletic field com-
plex, which officially opens on
Sunday.

The regulations, which govern
all parks in Garwood, were dis-
cussed at length in a special meet-
ing of the council on November 13
and stipulate matters such as hours
of operation and fees charged.

A separate resolution removing
designated smoking areas and
banning smoking in all public parks
also passed unanimously.

Despite Sunday’s ribbon cutting,
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
updated the council on three is-
sues of residents encroaching onto
the complex boundaries, includ-
ing one home on Myrtle Avenue
where the asphalt driveway ex-
tends 12 feet into the park. Addi-
tionally, the driveway is bordered

by a fence that also exists on
borough property. Other instances
deal with fencing that extend over
the property line “a couple of feet,”
according to Mr. Guarriello.

Council members directed Mr.
Guarriello and Borough Adminis-
trator Christina Ariemma to notify
the residents of the infringements
and give them 60 days to remove
the encroachments.

The borough intends to surround
the park, formally renamed the
Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex, with chain link fencing,
which Mr. Guarriello admitted un-
der questioning from resident
Bruce Paterson was not included
in the specifications for the project.

The borough will seek bids for
the approximately 500 feet of fenc-
ing, which, according to Mr.
Guarriello, is expected to cost
about $30 per foot or roughly
$15,000.

If the encroaching fences are not

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Board of Education Reports
On Full-Day Kindergarten Classes

terested can contact the BOE.
A pilot report card, that will be

a new form of student report
cards to conform to standards, is
to be in place for the third mark-
ing period, Board Vice-President
Michael Caulfield said.

In Superintendent Carrick’s Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bul-
lying (HIB) report for the sixth
month period from January to
June, most of the reports came
from grades 6 to 9. There were
21 HIB reports during the period.
Of the 21, 17 were verbal abuse,
10 were special-education cases,
and three dealt with race. There
was one report dealing with a
gay-bashing issue, which is a
decline, Ms. Carrick said.

Ms. Carrick said the Character
Education Committee’s “efforts
have made a significant impact
in decreasing those negative
comments (of gay bashing).”

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU…Garwood Councilman Mike Martin presents Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi with a plaque honoring her for her four years of service at the Dec.
9 council meeting. Mayor-elect Charles Lombardo takes over next month.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CF Planning Board OK’s
Land Development Ord.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board voted, 9 to 0, last Wednes-
day that the township’s new land
development ordinance is sub-
stantially consistent with the Mas-
ter Plan.

The board met with Zoning Of-
ficer Bob Hudak for a final review
of the proposed ordinance amend-
ing and supplementing the land
development ordinance. The
township committee had intro-
duced the ordinance and will have
a final reading on Tuesday, De-
cember 16.

After previous review and dis-
cussion, the board decided that
any items within the land devel-
opment ordinance the board
wished to have the township com-
mittee tackle in 2015 would be
contained in a letter attached to

the board’s recommendation to
approve the ordinance.

In regards to the flood zone in
the new ordinance, Board Chair-
woman Lynda Feder said, “I think
it gives the land use boards a little
bit more leverage in the flood
zone.”

“It really delineates it better,”
Mr. Hudak said.

The new ordinance takes into
consideration public safety when
developing in the flood zone, Ms.
Feder said. “That is a good thing,”
she noted.

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Frank Krause
brought up his issue with the
North Avenue West corridor from
the movie theater to Lincoln Av-
enue. He has concerns with how
the board of adjustment has ap-
proved applications for the two

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RESIDENT’S CONCERNS… Cranford Resident Frank Krause addresses the
township’s planning board last Wednesday about his concerns with how the
Board of Adjustment has approved applications for the two new banks, Investors
Savings Bank to be built next to the Rustic Mill Diner and Two Rivers Bank on
the corner of Lincoln and North Avenues. He believes the front yard setbacks are
too shallow and that there is a public safety issue with ingress and egress of traffic
to the banks.

Kevin Keogh and his wife, Sh-
annon, during the public com-
ment portion of the meeting, told
the board the school district is
not following the law when it
comes to how it evaluates stu-
dents to be accepted into the
district’s gifted and talented pro-
gram, called The Pathways to
Excellence Program (P2E).

His daughter, a fifth grader,
has been denied acceptance into
the program, after last year her
teacher recommended the stu-
dent to the program, but the
child did not meet the test score
of 99 required on an IQ test. She
scored a 95.

Mr. Keogh said a state statute
requires multiple measures in
evaluating a student for a gifted
and talented program. A single
IQ test is against the state stat-
ute, he said.

His daughter has a 99 average in
her grades, and had a perfect
math score and a score of 237 in
Language Arts on the NJASK. He
said the district requires a student
to have a “270 split” between the
two subjects. He said his daughter
“outpaced the other two” peers
currently in the P2E program. He
asked the board to consider evalu-
ating her NJASK score against
those two students as criteria in
her acceptance to the program.

“My daughter wants to be in
this program and that is why we
are here,” Mr. Keogh said.

The Keoghs inquired about get-
ting their daughter into the pro-
gram again this year and they
were told she had to take an-
other form of an IQ test.

The Keoghs moved to Cranford
with their four children over a
year ago. At her previous school,
their daughter was accepted into
the gifted and talented program.

Resident Nicole Lachenauer
asked the BOE its progress in
including a keyboard instruction
class at the Hillside Avenue
School. She said she and other
concerned parents have been

asking for a long time to have a
class be a part of the daily in-
struction or offered as an after-
school class. She said her daugh-
ter and other students are not
ready for high school or college
because they do not know how to
type fluently.

This lack of keyboard skills also
plays a part in a new state test,
where students will need to use a
keyboard, Mr. Caulfield said. The
inclusion of a program is in the
review stages, he stated.

The board voted, 6-1-1, to ap-
prove a physical education and
health policy. Board member
Trevor Shaw voted against the
policy. He said he did not agree
with the wording of the policy,
stating that a student involved in
a school sport would need a writ-
ten note from a coach. He said
students who are actively play-
ing a sport during the marking
period should automatically be

removed by the time the new
fence is ready to be installed, the
borough contractor would remove
them before installing the new
one.

The decision of whether to re-
move the asphalt driveway or let it
remain and merely remove the
existing fence and replace it with
one on the correct property line
was deferred at a suggestion by
Councilman Bill Nierstedt, who said
the matter could be addressed at
a later date.

He recommended the council go
forth with enclosing the park and
decide the driveway issue another
time.

In other matters, Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Sara Todisco
put forth the panel’s suggestion to
update the ordinance that regu-
lates school crossing guards. She
noted the guards’ pay was based
on a four-and-a-half-hour day for

excused from gym.
Board member Camille

Widdows abstained, saying she
understood Mr. Shaw’s opinion
as well as those who favored the
policy. Board member JoAnne
Boyle voted yes, she said, in light
that the policy will be further
reviewed. She said there are flaws
to the policy, stating she be-
lieves students excused from gym
should be taking a class rather
than a study period, and that a
dance class should be counted as
a student’s gym time.

At the start of the meeting, Art
Brownlee, a freshman music stu-
dent at Lincoln School, played
the trumpet for the BOE. A win-
ter concert is scheduled for Thurs-
day, December 18, at 11:15 a.m.,
at Lincoln School.

The board of education will meet
next on Monday, January 5, 2015,
at 8 p.m., for its reorganization
meeting.

working morning, lunch and after-
noon shifts, but the lunch break is
no longer required, so the guards
actually work a two-and-a-half-
hour day.

The Finance Committee’s rec-
ommendation is to keep the exist-
ing guards under the old terms,
paid at $13.25 an hour, but to
phase out those terms through
attrition. New guards would be
paid $17.50 per hour based on a
two-and-a-half-hour day. Alter-
nates would be paid $17 per hour.

The recommendation would save
Garwood $3,133 per year for ev-
ery new hire, Ms. Todisco said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu ex-
pressed concern about continuing
the current status with regard to
unemployment compensation. He
said the borough is essentially
falsely reporting to state authori-
ties that the guards regularly work

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Advent Evensong to Be Held
Sunday at Trinity Church

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will hold
an Advent Evensong service this
Sunday, December 14, begin-
ning at 6 p.m.

“Advent is the beginning of the
Christian liturgical year and is a
season of anticipation,” said the
Reverend Gina Walsh-Minor, rec-
tor at Trinity Episcopal Church.

“Advent anticipates both the
birth of Christ as Messiah and
also his second coming. Evensong
is the term for the Rite of Evening
Prayer when it is delivered cho-
rally,” she continued.

The service will feature both
the Trinity Choir and the Trinity
Bell Choir under the direction of
Anthony Rafaniello, Trinity Epis-
copal Church’s music director.

The date of December 14 also
commemorates Saint John of the
Cross, 1540-1591, a Spanish

priest who co-founded the
Discalced Carmelite order. “His
writings on the growth of the soul
are considered to be the height
of Spanish mystical literature,”
Reverend Walsh-Minor noted.

“The music selections for the
service are intended to honor St.
John’s mysticism,” said Mr.
Rafaniello.

Everyone is welcome to attend
this service. For additional infor-
mation, call (908) 276-4047 or
visit trinitycranford.org/.

ADVENT CELEBRATION...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford invites
members of the community to attend its Advent Evensong service this Sunday,
December 14, at 6 p.m. Held in celebration of Advent, a season of anticipation and
the start of the Christian liturgical year, this service will feature the Trinity
Choir and the Trinity Bell Choir. Pictured is last year’s holiday service.

Garwood Library Collecting
Pet Food For Local Shelters

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library is collecting pet
food during the holiday season
for cats and dogs available for
adoption who are being cared for
by volunteers at local animal shel-
ters. These shelters rely on do-
nations from the public to pro-
vide food and comfort for the
pets in their care.

To alleviate some of the cost of
caring for these often forgotten
animals, the library is collecting
canned, boxed and bagged pet
foods to be distributed locally to
animal rescue facilities. This holi-
day-season food collection will
be held during the entire month
of December and will end on

Monday, January 5, 2015.
Pet food donations may be

dropped off at the Garwood Pub-
lic Library during business hours.
The library is located at the cor-
ner of Walnut Street and Third
Avenue, behind the Lincoln
School complex. It is open from
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday through
Thursday, and 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. on Fridays. The library also
is open on Saturdays from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Individuals are asked not to
place their donations in the
library’s outside book drop. For
more information, call the library
at (908) 789-1670 or e-mail
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.

new banks — Investors Savings
Bank, to be built next to the
Rustic Mill Diner, and Two River
Community Bank, at the corner of
Lincoln and North Avenues. He
believes the front-yard setbacks
are too shallow and that there is
a public safety issue with ingress
and egress of traffic to the banks.
He had previously addressed the
township committee on these is-
sues.

“As you go from the Cranford
theater you can see the attractive
25-foot setback…landscaping and
a residential look on both sides of
the street. Now you won’t see
that when Investors Savings Bank
is built,” Mr. Krause said.

The front setbacks are five feet,
which Mr. Hudak said is allowable
in the downtown business zone.

Mr. Krause said he would like
the planning board to “guard
against” what he feels is a nega-
tive impact to the site lines of the
corridor and public safety.

Board Attorney Nicholas Giuditta
said the planning board has no

authority to reverse decisions of
the zoning board.

“The reason why the zoning
board was hearing so many appli-
cations is because it was out of
sync. What we have been doing is
trying to get us back into sync
with the marketplace and what
our Master Plan says we want,”
Ms. Feder said.

Mr. Krause also had a comment
on the conservation center. “The
conservation center has been very
vulnerable,” Mr. Krause said, ref-
erencing a failed attempt by a
developer to develop the site in
the 1970s.

During the board’s last discus-
sion two weeks ago, board mem-
ber Dan Aschenbach said the con-
servation center should be pro-
tected. He said there was discus-
sion by a previous township com-
mittee to do so, but it never came
to fruition.

The planning board’s next meet-
ing will be a re-organization meet-
ing on Wednesday, January 7, at
7:30 p.m.

four-and-a-half hours when they
actually work only two-and-a-half.

After a discussion with Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud, Ms. Todisco
agreed to ask borough Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Sandy Bruns on
how to proceed with that issue.

Also on Tuesday, the council, by
a 5-to-0 vote with Mr. Mathieu
abstaining, further detailed an Oc-
tober 28 decision by increasing
Ms. Ariemma’s base salary to
$95,369 for 2014. The vote, in
essence, settles the lawsuit Ms.
Ariemma filed in 2012 over what
she claimed was wrongful denial
of a raise.

The October 28 decision ap-
proved $75,000, $46,000 in
attorney’s fees and $29,000, in a
lump sum payment to Ms.
Ariemma in addition to raising her
salary.

In other matters, the council
voted to eliminate the stipend for
employees who waive health-in-
surance coverage benefits.

The stipend, 25 percent of the
premium the borough paid, was
recommended by state officials as
a way to encourage employees to
decline health insurance and re-
duce costs. But since many of
those who opted out did so be-
cause employees were required
to pay toward the insurance and/
or it was cheaper to obtain cover-
age through their spouse, the sti-
pend is no longer necessary.

Item 2014-12-02 Cranford –
Santa will make a second ap-
pearance in Cranford on Sat.,
December 20. His first stop will
be at Centennial Village from 10
a.m. to noon. He will then return
to the gazebo on the corner of
North Union and Springfield Av-
enues from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for
holiday trolley rides around
Cranford.

GW to Unveil New
Sports Complex Dec. 14

GARWOOD — The borough will
hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony
for the new Garwood Recreation
and Sports Complex, located at
130 Myrtle Avenue, this Sunday,
December 14, at 1:30 p.m.

Postings on
goleader.com

CF Planning Board OK’s Land

GW Encroachment
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for The Westfield Leader for The SP-F Times

New Subscriber Renewal

One year ($33) - Two years ($62) Three years ($90)

First Name:
Last Name:
Street Addr:
City: State: Zip Code:
Tel: Email:

By Phone, Call 908 232-4407

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY

You are important. Our advertisers CARE about doing business
with you and want to know that YOU are reading their message
in the LEADER/TIMES each week.

Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this coupon
TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

www.goleader.com/subscribe

