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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-seeded Deegan Roofing
managed to keep its unblem-
ished record in tact but not with-
out a bit of a jolt of reality when
they faced off with fifth-seeded
Linwood Inn in Game 1 of the
best of three semifinal series in
the A Division of the Union County
Senior 50+ Softball League
Championships held at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on August
21.

After being drudged for seven
runs in the top of the second

inning, the Roofers realized that
they were in a 7-3 hole and de-
cided to dig their way out to claim
an 11-7 victory.

As the top seed, Deegan Roof-
ing received a first-round bye,
while Linwood Inn turned out the
lights and shattered the hopes of
Liberty Lighting & Glass.

Although key offense was nec-
essary, Deegan pitcher Gary
Pence, with the assistance of
numerous acts of defensive wiz-
ardry, shut down the Linwood
Innkeepers in the final five in-
nings. The most important plays

came in innings five, six and
seven.

After Deegan second baseman
Joe DiFabio made a diving stop of
a hard grounder in the fifth to
prevent further base advance-
ment, first baseman Joe
Massimino corralled a stubborn
hopper and converted it to a
force out at second, which led to
a scoreless inning for the Inn-
keepers.

In the sixth, DiFabio chased
down a popper in shallow right
field then third baseman Don
Fischer dove to his left to smother
a grounder and tossed to first for
the second out. Fischer then
snagged a low liner, and even
though he caught it on a fly, threw
to first to insure the third out.

MARKS, MASSIMINO, GARCED RAP 3 HITS EACH; ALUSIK 2 HITS, 3 RBI; KOWALESKI GOES 4-FOR-4

Deegan Closes Linwood Inn in UC 50+ Game 1 Semi, 11-7
In the seventh, shortstop Nick

Russo surrounded a bad hopper
and threw to first for the first out.
After Linwood tapped three
straight singles to load the bases,
John Garced ran down a pop fly in
right then Pence snagged a sharp
grounder and shuffled the ball to
first to end the game.

Linwood’s defense also man-
aged to keep the Roofers from
running away with the game.
Centerfielder Steve Lerner turned
a double play after catching a fly
ball then by gunning down a
runner, who tagged up and at-
tempted to make it to second.
Second baseman Joey Adase,
who made several fine plays,
pulled off a diving grab and threw

first to first baseman Mac
Kowaleski, who in turn made a
slick scoop for the out. In the
seventh, leftfielder Brian
Schaefer caught up with a diffi-
cult liner on the foul side of the
leftfield line.

Interestingly, all hits in the
game were limited to singles.
Massimino was a major contribu-
tor to Deegan’s attack with three
hits, three RBI and a run scored.
Marty Marks rapped three singles,
scored three times and added an
RBI. Garced went 3-for-3 with an
RBI and scored twice. Pence (2
runs scored) and Marty Bernstein
each tapped two singles. Farlan
Alusik went 2-for-2 with three
RBI and a run scored.

Kowaleski (RBI, run scored)
singled in all four of his at-batsProbitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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for Linwood. Jim Sydlo and
Schaefer each poked two singles,
scored once and had an RBI.
Adase singled twice, while Lerner
and Tom Siano each singled,

scored once and had an RBI.
Mike DiRienzo (RBI) and Joe
Menza (run scored) each singled.
Joe Sirica scored once.

The Roofers took a 4-0 lead in

the bottom of the first on RBI
singles from Alusik, Garced and
Rich McMahon, and an RBI sac fly
from Russo. The stunner came in
the second inning when Linwood
marched seven players over the
plate on six hits, an RBI walk and
a perplexing “safe” call from the
umpire. Deegan leftfielder Tom
Baldowski prevented more runs
with his superb sliding catch Ron
Martin’s fly ball.

Pat Nigro led off the Deegan
second with a free pass. Pence
and Marks followed with singles
and Massimino mashed a two-
run single into center. Alusik lined
an RBI single to center to knot

the score and, as Massimino at-
tempted to take third, Lerner
gunned him down for the out.

Garced singled and scored on
Baldowski’s anemic infield single
halfway to third base in the third
inning. Deegan then added the
final three runs in the fourth to
take the 11-7 lead. Steve

Peterpaul poked a leadoff single
over second. Pence punched a
single past short, Marks and
Massimino ripped back-to-back
RBI singles and Alusik lofted an
RBI sac fly to left.
Linwood Inn 070 000 0 7
Deegan Roofing 431 300 x 11
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St. Nicholas Knocks St. Jude into St. Bart’s Losers Bracket With 9-2 Playoff Victory

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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St. Joseph Dodges Bullet, Scores Late to Eliminate St. John Paul II form Playoff, 5-2
Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Soccer Girls Mix it Up With Pingry in Scrimmage
See photo on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Cranford Lady Cougars Keep up with Warren Hills Blue Streaks in Soccer Scrimmage

See photo on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Cranford is work-
ing with a new engineering firm
to explore widening the Orchard
Brook, Garwood Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi told the borough
council on Tuesday, but Borough
Engineer Don Guarriello said he
thought any plans probably would
need new approval from the
state.

Mrs. Quattrocchi’s statement,
following a meeting with Cranford
Mayor Andis Kalnins, also re-
vealed that flooding in the town-
ship from storms such as Sandy
and Irene in recent years has
accelerated efforts to obtain
easements from property own-
ers along the waterway.

The issue has been of particular
interest recently to Garwood resi-
dents, especially on the south
side of the borough who saw
water approach their homes on
Spruce Street twice during thun-
derstorms this past summer.

At the July 22 council meeting,
several residents blamed the
nearby Athletic Field Complex,
but Mr. Guarriello pointed to an
unrealized plan that is more than
a decade old to widen the Or-
chard Brook, which is a continu-
ation of the Garwood Brook after
it passes under North Avenue.

The plan was never imple-
mented, Mr. Guarriello said a
month ago, because Cranford was
unable to obtain the easements
from its residents and decided
not to pursue eminent domain.
Without any widening of the Or-
chard Brook, Mr. Guarriello said,
Garwood is prohibited from en-
larging the Garwood Brook cul-
verts along South Avenue and
under the NJ Transit rail line,
which is what he said caused the
flooding on Spruce.

“What Mayor Kalnins indicated
to me was originally they had
about 15 to 20 holdouts when
they were attempting to obtain
right-of-ways back a number of

years ago,” Mayor Quattrocchi
said. “He indicated to me that at
this time, they are down to about
eight or nine as a result of the
flooding that has taken place in
Cranford over the past couple of
years. One resident actually lost
a swimming pool.”

A report by the engineers, Ma-
ser Consulting, headquartered in
Red Bank, will be reviewed by the
Cranford Township Council at its
next meeting on Monday, Sep-
tember 8, Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Regardless, Mr. Guarriello said
he felt any effort to widen the
Orchard Brook, which runs from
North Avenue to the Rahway
River, would require new ap-
proval from the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection.

“I have the feeling that [the
original] application is going to
be dead,” Mr. Guarriello said.
“And they’re going to have to
reapply, meeting 2014 stan-
dards, not 2000 standards.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt for-
warded a resolution for Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud to review
seeking Cranford’s help on re-
solving the issue, which could be
presented publicly at the Garwood
Council’s next meeting.

The issue was one of only a
handful of items discussed at the
relatively brief council session.

The council also heard from
Athletic Field Complex project
committee representative Lou
Petruzzelli who said that while all

GW Council Discusses Flood Prevention, AFC

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

drywall installation has been com-
pleted on the field house, several
issues remain at the $2.3-million
recreation site.

Two doors, one interior and
one exterior, still have not ar-
rived but are expected by the
end of next week.

However, the biggest problems
that remain include ponding on
the center of the basketball court,
which will need to be resurfaced
with asphalt to fill in the low area,
and a similar water issue in cen-
ter field of the Little League Base-
ball field. The cause of that has
not been determined and is still
being investigated.

Regardless, Mr. Petruzzelli said
the issues will delay the opening
and prevent Lincoln School stu-
dents from using the field, which
originally was to be ready by May
2013, for any fall sports pro-
grams.

Other issues include exterior
hand rails, which call for using a
material the original subcontrac-
tor is not equipped to install.
Another contractor will have to
be found, Mr. Petruzzelli said.

Additionally, several areas of
the complex have not been main-
tained since most of the recent
work has focused on the field
house, causing weeds to sprout
and other unsightly problems.

“I’ve said it, probably, for the
past several months now, is that
the way I want the field and the
entire complex handed over to
us [is] as if it was just done
yesterday,” Mr. Petruzzelli said.
“So whenever they get their CO
(certificate of occupancy), I want
it to be perfect: leaves gone, new
stone. I want everything working
the way it should be.”

In another matter, Mr.
Guarriello informed the council
that the road work on Third Av-
enue should be complete by the
weekend, removing any concerns
of traffic disruptions at Lincoln
School when classes begin Thurs-
day, September 4.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
schools will see a new face in the
halls this year, a school resource
officer. Detective Matthew
Nazzaro was selected as the
school resource officer. He will
split his time between all the
schools in the community during
school hours.

“We feel to tie the community
together even tighter than we
are, that it is important we have
this position to solidify that rela-
tionship between the police and
the kids, the police and the ad-
ministrators and the schools, the
town and the police, the town
and the board of ed,” Cranford
Police Chief James Wozniak told
The Westfield Leader. “Matt was
chosen as a school resource of-
ficer because he has great com-
munications skills. He was born
and raised in town.”

Det. Nazzaro has completed
weeks of training, and received a
school resource officer certifica-
tion, and is also up-to-date- on
juvenile law, Chief Wozniak said.

“Today’s school environment
puts additional emphasis on
school safety and securing our
school buildings. But in Cranford,
between the police and the
school, we like to partner to-
gether so students recognize our
police as a friend and as a re-
source and can go to them in all
sorts of situations,” Superinten-
dent of Schools Gayle Carrick
told The Leader.

The objective of the resource
officer has a proactive outlook,
rather than a reactive one, Det.
Nazzaro said. He will be a mentor
to the students who can go to
him with any issues they may
want to discuss. As part of this
mentoring approach, he will
forego the police uniform, badge
and hat, and wear a polo shirt

with the Cranford police logo. He
will still be armed, as required for
his job as a police officer.

“What we are trying to do is
break down a barrier…an ap-
proachable person that works for
the police department that acts
as a mentor and can connect
with kids in a positive manner.
Sometimes the uniform becomes
the barrier,” Det. Nazzaro said.

As an example of breaking down
barriers between the police and
students, Chief Wozniak told of
the arrest of a group of kids, one
of which was arrested for pos-
session of marijuana. “By the
time all the kids went home, one
of the kids was in with us and
saying, ‘I am ruining my life. I
have been smoking pot for a year
and it’s ruining my life. Can you
help me?’ It poses the question:
if we had a school resource of-
ficer in place already would this
kid have been able to come to
our school resource officer and
vent the issues….we can’t let kids
like that fall through the gap…We
[school resource officer] are like
an early warning system… We
are here to help,” Chief Wozniak
said.

Substance abuse awareness is
also one way the police depart-
ment is partnering with the
schools. “Cranford is not immune
to the substance abuse issues.
Nationwide it is an epidemic,
specifically heroin,” Det. Nazzaro
said. “It’s harder to be a kid
today. We were not exposed to
what kids are today —social
media, internal pressures, ex-
ternal pressures, following social
norms that may be misguided.”

A new substance abuse pro-
gram, Project ALERT, will replace
the D.A.R.E. program, and begin
in the sixth grade, with 11, 45-
minute classroom sessions, with
a booster program in the eighth

CF Introduces School Resource
Officer, Project ALERT
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grade. “It addresses the pro-
drug mindset. Why is the kid
saying yes? We always said, ‘Say
no.’ Why are they saying yes?”
Chief Wozniak said.

Project ALERT will be a spring-
board to the substance abuse
programs in place at the high
school, Det. Nazzaro said. “By
the time they get through 12th
grade they have the foundation
of knowledge to protect them-
selves and be responsible adults,”
Det. Nazzaro said.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — After purchasing
the industrial building a year-
and-a half ago, applicant Cranford
Business Park, LLC, owner of 570
South Avenue East, was approved
6 to 0 by the planning board last
Wednesday to move ahead with
its plan to lease the property as
a mixed-use building. Vanguard
Medical Group, currently resid-
ing in Cleveland Plaza, has plans
to lease space and move its prac-
tice.

The applicant sought a minor
site plan approval with the fol-
lowing variances and waivers:
less than the minimum required
number of parking spaces, less
than the minimum required foot
candles in the parking area, not
providing granite block curbing,
and wheels stops not provided.

The application hearing mostly
had concerns with supplying suf-
ficient parking. The plan included
385 parking spaces. The appli-
cant asked for a waiver, to what
they said was a deficiency of 20
spaces, which is less than 2 per-
cent.

Planning Board Secretary Kevin
Illing said since the site had pre-
viously been granted a parking
waiver, the actual number of
spaces being asked for a waiver
was 86.

The board upon its approval
made a condition to add lighting
to the rear parking lot should its
use expand beyond the trucking
company, which is currently only
utilizing the spaces, and to add
more handicapped spots to be
compliant with federal law.

Since there is no new construc-
tion planned for the site, the foot
candles, granite block curbing
and wheel stops were previously
approved by the planning board
in an older application, said John

De Massi, an attorney with
Schiller and Pittenger, represent-
ing the applicant.

The pre-existing parking lot has
three parking areas, as explained
by Victor Vinegra, principal with
the firm Harbor Consultants, who
is the applicant’s expert in plan-
ning and engineering. The front
parking lot is for commercial use
or doctor’s offices and another
lot for Strength and Fitness. The
rear lot is used for the trucking
company located in the rear.

Mr. Vinegra described the prop-
erty as “an older industrial com-
plex,” which “slowly has morphed
into a mixed-use facility.” He said
there are 138 parking spaces by
South Avenue, 139 spaces by
the fitness center, and 108 spaces
spread across the rear.

After monitoring parking, Mr.
Vinegra said the maximum num-
ber of parking spaces used in
July and August was 207 spaces.
“My studies have shown this fa-
cility is using 35 to 60 percent of
what the town says we need,”
Mr. Vinegra said.

Currently, 10 percent of the

Zoning Bd. OKs Expansion
Of Yoga Studio on Lincoln

BY DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The zoning board,
on Monday evening, heard two
applications. One was for per-
mission to construct a new two-
car garage requiring two vari-
ances. The other was to legiti-
mize the expansion of a Yoga
studio on Lincoln Avenue East,
which was done two years ago
without seeking board approval.

Alex and Deb Palaccio, of 320
Casino Avenue, in a R-1 zone,
sought approved to construct a
new two-car garage with vari-
ances for less than the minimum
distance from any side and rear
lot line and to exceed the maxi-
mum allowable height for an ac-
cessory structure.

Mr. Palacio told the board that
he and his wife had purchased a
Southern Revival colonial home,
which dates back to 1895. The
home has already been restored
and improved by them, he said.
Mr. Palacio further stated that
they were trying to restore the
garage (which dates to the
1920s), move it forward a foot
and make it compatible with the
architecture of the house. He
also said they would like to add a
second floor to the garage to use
for storage, since the basement
of the home was small and damp
and could not be used for stor-
age.

“We’re looking for relief be-
cause the roof would be six inches
over what the code allowed,” he
said. Pictures of the home and
the property were distributed to
the board.

The board complimented the
Palacio’s on the restoration.
Board Vice-Chairman Jeffrey Pis-
tol, said, “Looking at the rear lot
line, moving the garage would
be an improvement. It would
improve the neighborhood.”

Alleum Yoga L.L.C., 347 Lin-

coln Avenue East in a R-2 zone
was approved to legitimize the
expansion of a non-conforming
use. The yoga studio is in the
historic 1737 William Thesher
“Old Mill,” which is adjacent to
the Rahway River.

Laura LoGiudice, attorney for
yoga studio owner Gina
Pachkowski, explained that the
owner just took over a 517-
square-foot space in the building
which had previously been used
by another tenant. Ms. LoGiudice
said at the time (two years ago)
her client did not realize that
zoning board approval was re-
quired. She said that half of the
space is used as a reception area
and the other half for the yoga
classes.

Ms. Pachkowski testified that
classes run for one hour with a
15-minute transitional period
for clients to come and go be-
tween classes. Her planner,
Peter Steck, testified that park-
ing would not be a problem with
19 spaces in the lot and other
parking available on High Street
and Centennial Avenue. Most of
her clients are from Cranford
who either walk or ride bikes,
he said. He said that there was
one space for every 150 square
feet in the building. He also said
there is a relaxed standard for a
non-conforming structure. Mr.
Steck pointed out that the Yoga
studio was an enhancement to
the neighborhood and in com-
pliance with the township’s Mas-
ter Plan.

About 50 people showed up to
support Ms. Pachkowski, her
commitment to the neighbor-
hood, the town, and to the phi-
losophy of Yoga. Twelve of her
clients testified before the board.

Probitas Verus Honos

building is unoccupied. The build-
ing houses a trucking company,
DYFUS, a home goods company,
and Strength and Fitness, said
Alexander Trezza, manager of
Cranford Business Park. He said
leases are in place with a mini-
mum of five years. Vanguard
Medical Group and a physical
therapy company are also plan-
ning to lease space, he said.

Dr. Robert Eidus, owner of Van-
guard Medical Group, testified
on behalf of the applicant. He
said he is moving his family phy-
sician practice because he
“wanted to have a barrier-free
entrance” that would provide
“better access” to his office. The
practice could up its physicians
on board from two to three, Dr.
Eidus said, considering the new
space, at 5,600 square feet,
would provide eight exam rooms.
Vanguard Medical plans to open
its new office in January 2015.

“Parking is already in place and
I don’t believe overflow will be a
problem,” said Andis Kalnins,
planning board member and
Cranford mayor.

Cranford Business Park OK’d to
Lease Building for Mixed-Use

The school resource officer will
also be on the school’s crisis
committee, Superintendent
Carrick said. He will supervise
the monthly school safety and
security drills, and make recom-
mendations for improvement in
school security. He supports the
schools’ work with “stranger dan-
ger” awareness, bicycle pedes-
trian safety, career day and make
general presentations on school
and Internet safety and other
topics, Superintendent Carrick
said. “He is also a liaison for
residency and truancy issues,”
she said.Probitas Verus Honos

CF Introduces Resourse Officer
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CF BOE Funds SRO; Search
Narrows for  CHS Principal

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Along with the
township, the Board of Educa-
tion approved a proposal at its
Monday night meeting to jointly
fund a school resource officer
(SRO) for the upcoming school
year to improve safety and lo-
cal community relationships.

The proposal explains that the
officer’s responsibilities include
strengthening the partnership
between the police department,
schools, and township and in-
teracting with K-12 students to
establish familiarity and a
friendly environment.

“Our school resource officer
will be in attendance at all our
back-to-school nights and the
community will get to meet
them,” Superintendent Gayle
Carrick said.

The agreement describes the
officer’s safety priorities as
analysis and coordination of
school security drills, emer-
gency plans, and school traffic.
The officer will also plan school
visitation schedules to reaffirm
the presence of the police de-
partment throughout the dis-
trict.

The SRO will also be involved
in teaching students, staff, and
parents about bicycle safety,
conflict resolution, and drug and
alcohol prevention including
Project A.L.E.R.T., the two-year
middle school program that will
replace the current drug resis-
tance program, D.A.R.E.

Robert Carfagno, business ad-
ministrator and board secre-
tary, said the finalized agree-
ment includes a $50,000 con-
tribution and a three-year con-
tract.

As the end of the summer
approaches, Ms. Carrick said
the search continues for a new
principal at Cranford High
School.

“We are narrowing that down,
and hope to have a recommen-
dation to the board very soon,”
she said.

The CHS principal for the past
four year, Rui Dionisio, was hired
in June as the new superinten-
dent of schools for the Verona
Board of Education, according
to a report by
northjersey.com.Cranford
schools open for the new year
on Thursday, September 4.

CRANFORD — Westfield and
Mountainside residents are urged
to sign a citizen petition drive
that urged the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers to fully fund the
study in 2014 and to implement
flood control improvements in
the Rahway River Watershed. The
petition can be accessed on
Cranford.com by clicking on the
Cranford Township seal. Westfield
and Mountainside drain into the
Rahway River with significant run-
off yet have no major flooding
concerns. Springfield, Union and
Cranford have faced significant
impacts and urge flood protec-

tion prior to next major storm.
The plan would modify the out-

let structure at the South Moun-
tain Orange reservoir to permit
lowering the capacity of the res-
ervoir prior to a peak storm so it
had more capacity. That coupled
with downstream channel im-
provements would lower water
elevations by 2.6 feet in Millburn
and 3.5 feet in Cranford. The
petition seeks to urge Congress
and U.S. Army Corps to finish the
study and proceed to implemen-
tation.

On Wednesday, September 10
mayors and representatives of

the 11 communities will present
the petition to Congress and the
Army Corps of Engineers in Wash-
ington, D.C.

LOCAL TALENT…Pictured, left to right, Erica Morreale of Cranford portrays Laurey and Samantha Tropper is Ado
Annie in New Jersey Youth Theatre’s production of Oklahoma!

Antiques Sale-Show
On Tap In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Antiques Sale and Show will
take place on Saturday, Sep-
tember 13, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., at the Cranford United
Methodist Church. Admission
and parking will be free for this
family-friendly event.

Items for sale this year will
include fine antique and vin-
tage items Brimfield style, un-
der tents and on tables. Collec-
tors can expect to find period
furniture, fine and decorative
art, porcelain, pottery, period
ceramics, silver and jewelry.

Additional categories will in-
clude linens, textiles, books,
musical instruments, toys, dolls,
postcards and tools, as well as
tobacciana, clocks, metal ware,
holiday collectibles and histori-
cal items.

The Cranford United Method-
ist Church is located at 201
Lincoln Avenue in Cranford.
Food will be available from
church volunteers. For more
information, call Olga at (908)
272-4857.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Citizen’  Drive Launched to Urge   Flood Study
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Mayor Quattrocchi Endorses
Carol Kearney for Garwood Council
I urge the residents of Garwood

to cast their ballots in the Gen-
eral Election, on November 4th,
for Carol Kearney for borough
council.

Immediately following Hurricane
Irene, I walked the length of North
Avenue and part of the south side
business district checking in on
many local businesses and resi-
dents to see how they were fair-
ing without electricity. Many were
hanging in, but of course con-
cerned about the restoration of
power. Thankfully the power was
restored quickly and, unbe-
knownst to all, the storm was a
precursor of what was to come
about a year later with Super
Storm Sandy and it’s impact on
the south side of the borough.

During my treks, business own-
ers repeatedly inquired about the
status of our local Chamber of
Commerce and what had become
of the organization. Realizing the
importance of government sup-
port and it’s interaction with small
business, I reinstated the posi-
tion of business and industry Li-
aison (B and I) to the Borough
Council and urged an energetic
local business owner to attempt
to resurrect what had been the
Garwood Chamber. Coincidently,
at about the same time the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC) con-
tacted me about joining forces
with them and asked who in town
they could contact to make it
happen. Within a New York
minute I put them in touch with
Ms. Kearney who was already
feverishly working on forming a
new organization here in the bor-
ough. I appointed her our B and
I Liaison and the rest is history
when Garwood’s fledgling cham-
ber merged with the GWACC.

Carol is the owner of Unique

Cruise and Travel on Center
Street, a borough resident for
over five years with her family
here in town. She is also the
grandmom to two energetic tod-
dlers. She is an experienced real
estate agent and has worked in
the legal field. She also joined
forces with state legislators to
fashion legislation to grant pen-
sion benefits to widows of police
and fire officers that was signed
into law in 1996.

She is the person who took on
bringing a street fair back to the
borough with 127 vendors and
over 200 classic cars. The cham-
ber followed up the fair by hand-
ing a $1,000 check to the bor-
ough to contribute to the pur-
chase of new light pole banners
for our business district. She me-
thodically recruits new and ex-
isting businesses to join the
Chamber and updates the Coun-

Union County Sheriff’s Youth
Academy Class Graduates

CRANFORD — More than 100
teens recently graduated from
the Union County Sheriff’s Youth
Academy, a program designed
to familiarize young people with
the role of a police officer. Also,
it operates similar to an actual
police academy for teens inter-
ested in law enforcement.

Various law enforcement
agencies participated in the pro-
gram including the Elizabeth
Police Department, the New
Jersey State Police, the Union
County Police Department and
the Union County Corrections.

Participants in the Youth Acad-
emy received hands-on experi-
ence in a  variety of emergency
services and law enforcement
functions and training. Youths
have the opportunity to learn
respect for law enforcement
through positive interaction dur-
ing their time in the program.

The Sheriff’s Youth Academy
is not a ‘boot camp’ for troubled

youth. In order to enroll in the
program, the youngsters must
have a minimum GPA of 2.70
(B- average), letters of refer-
ence and write an essay ex-
plaining why the student would
like to attend the Youth Acad-
emy.

During the two-week program,
the teens engaged in a physical
training regime twice a day while
attending lectures on subjects
such as crime scene investiga-
tions, K-9 and motor vehicle
stops. They also received visits
from representatives from the
U.S. Army, New Jersey State
Police and the F.B.I., the
Kenilworth Police Department
and the Kean University Police
Department.

The Youth Academy also in-
volved class trips to the Union
County SWAT Range, the Union
County jail, the Elizabeth Police
Department and the Union
County Police Department.

LocalLetters to the Editor

YOUTHS...Acting Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan congratulates, from left,
Tamilore Fashae of Piscataway, Justyna Augustyn of Union, Tamiah Holmes of
Elizabeth and Tyson Dukes of Elizabeth on receiving the Sheriff Froehlich
Memorial Perseverance Award during the graduation ceremony for the Union
County Sheriff's Youth Academy held at Union County College in Cranford.

cil on a regular basis about the
strides that are being made to
bring businesses to our town and
keep them viable. Teaming up
the Chamber with our Public Cel-
ebrations Committee, she is cur-
rently working to bring “Movies
Under the Stars” to fruition in
September, a free family event
for the residents.

Ms. Kearney would be a won-
derful addition to the Council as
the borough embarks on rede-
velopment and transit village ef-
forts on the North and South
Avenue corridors to bring tax
ratables to our town. She under-
stands how transportation and
parking concerns impact on our
small businesses first hand as
well as the needs of our families
and the concerns of our seniors.
Her verbal and written commu-
nication skills are outstanding
surpassed only by her ability to
be a good listener.

I whole heartedly recommend
Carol Kearney for a seat on the
Garwood Borough Council, please
cast your ballot for her in No-
vember.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor
Borough of Garwood

Photo courtesy of Maria Constantinou
BEACH READING...The Constantinou family traveled to Aruba and brought
along The Westfield Leader. Pictured, from left to right, are: Trey, Allie and
Gillian Constantinou at the Aruba Lighthouse.
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