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l'ennemi du journaliste

MAROTTA 5-FOR-5, HR, 3 RBI; WHITE 5-FOR-5, 3 RBI, 3 RUNS WIELD THE ‘HAMMER OF THOR’

AJ ‘Jersey Boys’ Rally, Stun Rosie’s Wine Bar, 10-9, in 8th
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hard luck befell Rosie’s Wine
Bar, the softball team that is, for
the second game in a row when
shortstop Dave Ciarrocca pulled
off a spectacular diving play that
prevented what would have been
the winning run and allowed AJ
Jersey to come up with a dra-
matic eight-inning 10-9 victory
in Game 2 of the Union County
50+ Softball League B Division
playoffs at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains on August 14.

The AJ Jersey Boys won Game

1, 7-6, with the help of Mark
Marotta’s home run then in Game
2 with the score knotted 9-9 in
the seventh, Rosie’s Wine Bar
had runners on first and third
with two outs. Jim Massarelli
rapped a ground ball that ap-
peared to have the making of an
RBI single, but Ciarrocca made a
chest-diving slide to his left,
snagged the ball and shuffled it
to second baseman Jordan Scher
for the third out. Since Rosie’s
also held the Jersey Boys score-
less in the bottom of the inning,
thanks to a double play initiated

by pitcher Mike Garcia, that run
would have been the game win-
ner.

The two big guns who held the
“Hammer of Thor” offensively for
AJ Jersey, Leo White and Marotta,
were also involved in the produc-
tion of the winning run. After
Rosie’s went down in order in the
top of the eighth, White drilled a
leadoff single over second and
one out later Marotta crushed a
walk-off triple.

White and Marotta both went
5-for-5 in AJ Jersey’s 23-hit at-
tack. White scored three times
and had three RBI. Marotta, who
also had three RBI, launched a
solo home run in the fifth. Pat
Keenoy went 4-for-4 with two

runs scored. Scher tripled, singled
and scored once. Mike Rosenberg
poked three singles, scored once
and had three RBI.

Rosie’s Wine Bar whipped up
16 hits, half came in one inning,
and leadoff hitter Joe Hrubash
had three of them, while scoring
once. Rich Conklin and Steve
Falco both went 2-for-4 with an
RBI and a run scored. Pete Osborn
tapped a pair of singles, drew the
only walk of the game and scored
once. Paul Newton had an RBI
single and an RBI sacrifice fly.
Anthony Abbaleo singled and
scored twice.

Rosie’s scored once in the top
of the first. Abbaleo reached on

an error, Osborn yanked a single
over third and Newton swatted
an RBI single to right-center.
After Rosie’s third baseman Artie
Issler absorbed a line shot from
Ciarrocca for an out, White ripped
a single down the third baseline.
Dave Rizzo and Marotta both
singled up the middle and Paul
Sherman lofted an RBI sac fly to
knot the score.

Rosie’s plated two runs in the
second to take a 3-1 lead, thanks
to a pair of errors and Tom
Murray’s RBI groundout to White
on the mound.

As AJ Jersey walked in to bat,
Scher expressed his concern.
“Guys! Let’s show them how to
play the game.”

Well! Not just yet, but in the
third the AJ Jersey boys eked outProbitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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of The Westfield Leader
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a run after White singled and
scored on Marotta’s single to left.
During that inning, Rosie’s short-
stop, Hrubash, executed a fine
force play at third.

Rosie’s threatened in the fourth,
and after Murray ripped a single

to left, Massarelli attempted to
score from second, but the relay
got to catcher Greco in time for
him to make a sparkling grab for
the third out.

Despite a great running catch
by leftfielder Newton, AJ Jersey

managed to retie the score after
four innings when Keenoy singled
and scored on White’s single to
center.

In the fifth inning Rosie’s came
up smelling like roses and
sprouted the maximum six runs
on eight hits to seize a 9-3 lead.
Conklin slashed a hard RBI single
off the arm of the first baseman,
Newton lifted an RBI sac fly to
right and Issler hopped an infield
single then scored on Moore’s
two-run single to center.
Massarelli chopped an RBI single,
Garcia sliced a single to right and
Falco punched an RBI single to
right.

As Rosie’s took to the field,
Hrubash reminded his team,
“Guys! We still need the outs.
Let’s go!”

But Rosie’s was still down on its
luck and Marotta stepped to the
plate and hammered his solo
homer to left. Scher added a
triple to left and scored on Jeff
Hoffman’s grounder to second
that was muffed.

“Come on! They are getting all
the runs back. Let’s play some

defense,” Hrubash said.
The AJ Jersey boys did get all

the runs back to re-knot the score,
9-9, when Rosenberg and White

each hopped a two-run single to
set up the exciting finale.
Rosie’s Wine Bar 120 060 00 9
AJ Jersey 101 160 01 10
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Creative Industries Downs Awnings Galore II for UC 60+ A Division Championship

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader More photos on next page
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St. Nicholas Thumps St. Anthony’s ‘A’ Game with 17-4 St. Bart’s League Victory
Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Mathieu Removed As Individual
Defendant As GW Trial Nears

with claims that Ms. Ariemma
was denied pay raises two years
in a row – 3.9 percent in 2011
and 3.75 percent in 2012 – which
she says is in violation of a state
statute.

The lawsuit asserts she is en-
titled to the same increases given
to members of the police depart-
ment and department of public
works. It also claims a reduction
in salary because the council
failed to cover the 1.5 percent of
her salary going to her health
care benefits under new legisla-
tion.

It alleged that former Police
Chief William Legg did not have
to pay the 1.5 percent for his
health insurance and also was
given a 3.90-percent salary in-
crease in 2011, which according
to the suit, violates state law that
“prohibits sex discrimination in
employment.” That charge was

dismissed last year when the
court ruled that Ms. Ariemma
and the police chief were not
equal employees.

Judge Cassidy dismissed the
personal charges against Mr.
Mathieu, but he remains a defen-
dant as a member of council. The
case is scheduled to go to trial in
October on several counts, in-
cluding a violation of CEPA, fail-
ure to increase salary and a pro-
hibition against Ms. Ariemma re-
ceiving future longevity in-
creases.

Ms. Ariemma currently receives
longevity payments of 6 percent
over her base salary. She is en-
titled, according to the lawsuit,
to receive 7 percent over her
base as of 20 years of service to
the borough and 8 percent over
her base once she has 23 years
with the borough.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Eric Larson was
introduced as the Garwood
School District’s new business
administrator at Tuesday’s Board
of Education meeting, having
begun his one-year contract July
1 in a shared-services agree-
ment with the Mountainside
Board of Education.

With no regular meeting held in
July, school board President
Christine Guerriero announced
the hiring of Mr. Larson to an
audience of about a half dozen in
the foyer of Lincoln School on
Second Avenue.

The entranceway served as a
makeshift meeting room amid
halls stacked with chairs, desks,
cleaning supplies and other
equipment because the cafeteria
was being cleaned in preparation
for the opening of the school
year.

Mr. Larson, who works three
days a week at Mountainside and
two days a week in Garwood,
replaces interim business admin-
istrator Michael Donow, who had
served for the previous year fol-
lowing the resignation of Janine
Murray and short-term replace-
ment Mark Resnick.

The Garwood board hired Mr.
Larson after he served the past
one-and-a-half years as the
school administrator in Denville,
and had worked in the financial
industry for Lehman Bros. and
Deloitte & Touche.

The board also disclosed Tues-
day that it was looking to hire a
contractor to repair a fallen ceil-
ing in Washington School on East
Street. Although the school was
taken “offline” in 2010-2011, it
has been used by the Garwood
Family Center YMCA for the past
two years.

The ceiling, which fell in one
classroom in the early morning

hours in May, forced the YMCA to
use Lincoln School during the
summer. Mr. Larson said the
board received three estimates,
ranging from $170,000 to
$472,000.

However, board member Adele
Lewis and Ms. Guerriero noted
that none of the contractors that
submitted bids had their New
Jersey Department of Property
Management and Construction
(DPMC) certification, required for
doing work on schools.

Mr. Larson said he expected at
least one bid by Thursday, and
Mrs. Lewis said only a little work
remained, leaving hope that the
building can be in use by mid-
September.

In other action Tuesday, the
board approved spending
$175,110 to change Lincoln
School from fluorescent light-
ing to light emitting diodes or
LEDs. The project will be fi-
nanced at 2.4 percent over five
years. The cost will be offset by
$18,000 in state subsidies. The
money will be recovered in re-
duced energy costs in three
years and 10 months, the board
said.

Mr. Larson said he expected to
have the school retrofitted with
the LED lighting by October.

An $8,820 contract with
Realtime Information Technol-
ogy for student information soft-
ware was renewed with the in-
clusion of “Parent Portals” – in
essence a website parents can
use to access their children’s
grades. The portals should be
available by the end of the first
marking period on November 5,
Superintendent Teresa Quigley
said.

The BOE also approved a $5
increase in the student activity
fee to $45. Each student will pay
the fee for each sport he or she

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A New Jersey State
Superior Court judge has re-
moved Garwood Councilman Jim
Mathieu as an individual defen-
dant in a lawsuit brought by Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma
that also named the borough,
the mayor and borough council.

“I’m very happy,” said Mr.
Mathieu at last week’s council
meeting. “It’s just great to know
that I can’t be held personally
liable for my political beliefs and
my votes on council. The effects
otherwise would have been dev-
astating to home rule in New
Jersey.

“I was always confident it would
be dismissed,” he added. “But
again, it definitely can be terrify-
ing for a councilman and his fam-
ily. I think that was really the
purpose all along. To basically
cow people who have contrary
views, and I’m just glad that it
didn’t work.”

Judge Karen Cassidy, Union
County’s assignment judge sit-
ting in Elizabeth, removed Mr.
Mathieu in an oral ruling from the
bench, declaring that Mr. Mathieu
is not Ms. Ariemma’s employer,
according to Ms. Ariemma’s at-
torney, Daniel Antonelli. Mr.
Mathieu was named individually
in a count alleging violation of
the New Jersey Conscientious
Employee Protection Act.

“We respectfully disagree with
the court’s decision and do be-
lieve he is an employer. Obvi-
ously, the court ruled differently,”
Mr. Antonelli said. “He is her
supervisor. She reports to him
and to the others. He certainly
conducted himself as an employer
by making demands of her that
she agree to a freeze in wages,
give up certain benefits.”

The lawsuit was filed in 2012

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CRUISER NIGHT...Classic cars, music, free giveaways and a Hula-Hoop
Contest for kids were featured during last Thursday’s Cruiser Night in Cranford. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood BOE Introduces
Larson as New Bus. Admin.
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Sean Young, 27, Devoted to His Family;
Owner of Trinity Home Improvements
Sean Young, 27, devoted and

loving son, brother, grandson,
uncle, cousin and friend, lost his
valiant battle for life here on earth
at University Hospital on Tues-
day, August 12, 2014.

Born in Livingston, Sean had
resided in Westfield with a brief
stint in New Albany, Ohio, until
moving to Cranford with his
brother, Tim, four years ago.

Sean was the owner of Trinity
Home Improvements.

Sean was predeceased by his
grandfather, Robert Armstrong,
and grandmother, Olive Young.
He is survived by his proud and
loving parents, Joseph and
Kathleen Young; his beloved
brothers, Timothy and J.R., and
J.R.’s wife, Amy, and his adored
nephews, Ryan and Charlie, as
well as his dear grandmother,

Mary Armstrong, and grandfa-
ther, Joseph Young, along with
many cherished aunts, cousins
and friends.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Friday, August 15, at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, a donation in
Sean’s name can be made to The
Boy Scouts of America or Habitat
for Humanity.

August 21, 2014

Michael Murphy Earns
DAR History Medal

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) recently awarded
the National DAR Excellence in
History Medal to Cranford High
School graduating senior Michael
Murphy.

The award is based on out-
standing work with the highest
average in American History stud-
ies. Michael will attend American
University in Washington, D.C.
in the fall with a major in history.
A Cranford High School staff
member commented that,
“Michael is passionate about his-
tory.”

Barbara Krause, DAR American
History chairwoman, presented
the award on behalf of the
Cranford DAR. The Cranford
chapter has given the award at
Cranford High School for more
than 40 years.

CDC Offering Classes
For Grades 5 to 8

CRANFORD — CDC Theatre,
New Jersey’s oldest community
theatre, will be offering theatre
classes for students beginning
Monday, September 15. Curtain
Call classes will have two divi-
sions: Act One and Act Two. Each
13-week class will culminate in
its very own production. Act One
will put on The Nutcracker and be
for students in grades 1 through
4, meeting Mondays beginning
September 15 from 3:30 to 5:30
pm. Act Two will put on A Christ-
mas Peter Pan and be for stu-
dents in grades 5 through 8,
meeting Wednesdays from 3:30
to 5:30 p.m. All classes will be
held at CDC Theatre, located at
78 Winans Avenue in Cranford.

Students in each class will work
on all aspects of the show includ-
ing creating the set, working on
finding and making props and
producing costumes. Tuition for
13 weeks is $250. For more in-
formation contact
megferentinos@yahoo.com and
visit www.cdcthestre.org.

– Local Obituaries –

Garwood Knights
Seek School Supplies
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Knights of Columbus are collect-
ing brand-new school supplies
for children who are served by
St. Joseph Social Service Center
in Elizabeth.

Among the suggested items
are: pencils, pens, pencil cases,
filler paper, notebooks (marble,
one-, two- and five-subject), rul-
ers, crayons, coloring books, fold-
ers, binders, highlighters, scis-
sors, staplers, staples, rubber
bands, erasers, paper clips, glue
sticks, art supplies and back-
packs.

People may drop off their dona-
tions after 4 p.m. weekdays at
the Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus Council Hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood, oppo-
site PathMark. On weekends, in-
dividuals are asked to first call
(908) 789-9809 after 2 p.m. Park-
ing is available behind the hall off
Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes). Visitors are asked to use
the hall’s side-door entrance. For
further information, call (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m. or Keith
Gallagher at (908) 789-0931.

participates in. The $120 fee for
the annual seventh-grade, thee-
day trip to Stokes State Forest in
Branchville remained unchanged.

BOE Education Committee
Chairwoman Barbara Greet an-
nounced the school had taken
delivery of 250 “Chromebooks”
for students’ use. A Chromebook
is essentially a laptop computer
that runs on the Google-devel-
oped Chrome operating system
and is designed to run programs
on the Internet.

While largely intended for the
middle-school students, some
will be available for the elemen-
tary grades. Ms. Guerriero said

that some issues regarding the
devices had not been resolved,
like who would be responsible
for repairs if a student took the
computer home and it was dam-
aged. Therefore, it had not been
decided if the students would be
allowed to remove the comput-
ers from the school.

And the board adopted a re-
vised school calendar that has
the first day of school on Thurs-
day, September 4, and finishing
Wednesday, June 17. The revi-
sions included a change in the
“Back to School Night” from
Thursday, September 11, to
Thursday, September 18.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DOING THE HULA...A Hula-Hoop Contest for kids was among the featured
activities during the family-friendly Cruiser Night held last Thursday in Cranford.

The violation of CEPA claims
that Ms. Ariemma objected to
the demand that she accept a
pay freeze, objected to the “de-
fendants’ violation of the Open
Public Meetings Act” with accu-
sations they were using e-mail to
“discuss and formulate decisions”
and objected to Mr. Mathieu’s
actions by “advising him that a
violation of the law occurs when
you underfund a budget.”

In the 21-page complaint, Ms.
Ariemma described Mr. Mathieu
as “angry, accusatory and exces-
sively authoritative” when in 2011,
as finance committee chairman,
he expelled her from a budget
committee meeting. It accused
him of “intimidation,” “harass-
ment” and “retaliation,” and after
she complained about his con-
duct, the complaint said his “an-
ger and hostility” against her con-
tinued to the point where she was
afraid to go to the grocery store.

The complaint also made note
that he moved her garbage cans
from the curb to the rear of her
property.

Ms. Ariemma was on vacation
and could not be reached for
comment. Mr. Mathieu’s lawyer
did not return calls for comment.

Mr. Antonelli said last week that
the dismissal of the charges
against Mr. Mathieu individually
does not hurt his case. “As far as
we are concerned we are ready
to proceed with the trial. The
most significant and serious
charges are going to trial, and we
don’t believe anything done to-
day has affected the merits of
our case.”

Garwood BOE Introduces Larson

Probitas Verus Honos

Mathieu Removed as Defendant
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