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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No whining for Rosie’s Wine Bar
this time as they put together a
top-shelf performance to slam
the door on AJ Jersey with a 13-
3 jolting in Union County 50+
Softball League action at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on July 31.

After a decent beginning very
early in the season, the repre-
sentatives of Rosie’s Wine Bar of
Garwood found themselves on
the bottom end of several tight

decisions. But not this time as
Rosie’s blended 14 hits well with
four free passes.

Veteran Rich Polinitza led
Rosie’s charge with three singles,
two RBI and two runs scored in
his three at-bats. Keith McDede
came through with a double, an
RBI single and an RBI groundout.
The crafty Tom Murray served up
a pair of singles, walked once,
had an RBI and scored all three
times. Pitcher Mike Garcia singled
in his first at-bat then walked in
the next two and finished with

two runs scored. Steve Falco
rapped an RBI single, walked
and scored twice. Steve Tansey
reached base safely all three
times, which included a pair of
singles and an RBI. Frank Scarfuto
had a pair of RBI.

AJ Jersey had several mem-
bers on its roster from the now
defunct Westfield Softball League
and the Fanwood Old Men’s Soft-
ball Association, both modified
pitch leagues. Jeff Hoffman
topped the charts for the Jersey
Boys’ 15-hit parade with three
hot singles and an RBI in four at-
bats. John Robertson, Jordan
Scher and Howie Greco each
scored once and had two solid
hits. Dave Rizzo also had a pair of

POLINITZA 3-FOR-3, 2 RUNS SCORED, 2 RBI; McDEDE DBL, 1B, 2 RBI; MURRAY 2 HITS, 3 RUNS, RBI

Rosie’s Wine Bar ‘Flags’ AJ Jersey in UC Softball, 13-3
hit singles. Greg Hopson, Paul
Sherman, Mike Scacifero and Pat
Keenoy each contributed a

smashing single. Mark Marotta
tapped the ball to somebody in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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of The Westfield Leader
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all four of his at-bats.
Although some limited flexibil-

ity may have played a role in
some cases, there was no lack of
defensive brilliance. Rosie’s
shortstop Joe Hrubash made sev-
eral fine defensive plays and ini-
tiated six putouts. Steve Falco
made three key putouts at third
base. Centerfielder Rich Conklin
made a diving catch in the first

inning, and third baseman Bill
Moore ended the game with a
slick snag of a liner off the bat of
Scacifero in the seventh.

AJ Jersey third baseman Rizzo
absorbed a steaming liner in the
third inning. Scacifero hustled to
haul in a difficult fly ball in
centerfield. Keenoy made a pair
of unassisted scoops for putouts
at first base. Scher’s quick re-

flexes awarded him with a fine
catch on the mound, and short-
stop Hobson’s alertness allowed
him to snag a deflection off the
pitcher and toss to second for a
putout.

Garcia’s back-spinning pitches
kept AJ Jersey off-balance most
of the game, with the exception
of the fifth inning when they
scored their first two runs with a
five-hit outbreak, beginning with
Hobson’s single up the middle.
Sherman drilled a hot shot off
the shortstop. Greco singled and
Robertson reached on a force
out. Both scored on Hoffman’s
RBI single that was also followed
by a throwing error.

Rosie’s scored twice in the bot-
tom of the first inning. Hrubash
bashed a leadoff single to left
and Garcia sliced a single over
first. Polinitza chopped an RBI
single past first and McDede did
a good deed with an RBI
groundout to short.

Two more of Rosie’s Wine men
scuffed the plate in the second.
Falco and Murray drew free
passes. Falco scored when
Tansey’s grounder was butch-

ered then Scarfuto sizzled an RBI
groundout to short.

The deciding inning, however,
was the third when Rosie’s Wine
Bar served up the “Special of the
Day”, a six-run roasting of the
Jersey Boys. McDede, Paul New-
ton, Falco, Murray and Tansey
garnished the roast with RBI
singles to make the score, 10-0.

In the bottom of the fifth, Garcia
walked and scored on Polinitza’s

single over first. McDede doubled,
but the relay sailed out of play,
allowing Polinitza’s courtesy run-
ner to score. AJ Jersey answered
with its final run in the sixth when
Scher scored on an error. Rosie’s
matched that run in the bottom
of the inning when Murray singled
and scored on Scarfuto’s
groundout to short.
AJ Jersey 000 021 0 3
Rosie’s 226 021 x 13
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Netherwood Clips Diva’s, 14-12, in Game 2 of Scotch Plains Softball League Playoffs

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Autoland Revs Up in Middle Innings Then Holds off Vickie’s, 19-17, in 10 Innings

More on next page
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Autoland Revs Up in Middle Innings Then Holds off Vickie’s, 19-17, in 10 Innings
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford Mayor
Andis Kalnins discussed issues
ranging the Rahway River flood
control project, and the Union
County College (UCC) athletic
facility to the Riverfront and
Birchwood development projects
during and a recent interview
with The Westfield Leader.

“Flooding has always been an
issue in Cranford, (so) we are
definitely looking to see what we
can do to resolve that,” the mayor
said. “One of the ways is to fight
some of this overdevelopment
that is going on in our area and
particularly also upstream.”

He said Cranford has been work-
ing through the Mayors’ Council
on Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control to get other towns to
pass ordinances to put
stormwater management plans
in place that contain “more
stricter controls.”

He said the township “contin-
ues to fight” for federal and state
funding for the Army Corps of
Engineers’ feasibility study of
flood abatement projects under
consideration. A total of $1.2
million is needed to finish the
study, officials have said. The
township is looking to get the
funding within three years.

“We are trying to get it as quickly
as possible while it is fresh on
people’s minds  to keep the mo-
mentum going,” he said.

The state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NJDEP)
and the Army Corps have en-
dorsed Alternative No. 4, which
involves channel improvements
with modifications to outlet pipes
in the Orange Reservoir, and Al-
ternative No. 7A, which involves
raising homes in Cranford.

“Both the federal government
and the state have said they are
committed to getting us the
money (for the story). We just

have to make sure that hap-
pens,” the mayor said.

He said the next step would be
to have Congress fund the
project. In that regard, the
Rahway Mayors Council has hired
a lobbyist in Washington, D.C.
“to keep this on the front burn-
ers.”

“They (Rahway Mayors Coun-
cil) have limited funds and
Cranford has agreed to continue
that (funding lobbyist) until at
least the rest of this year once
they run out of money,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

When asked about the status of
the proposed 360-apartment de-
velopment at 215-235 Birchwood

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NIGHT OUT…The Cranford Police Department held its National Night Out
event Tuesday night at Patrolman Robert F. Hand Plaza. Police and emergency
vehicles, including a marked police patrol car, a zodiac jet-powered rescue boat,
a police motorcycle, emergency services unit utility vehicles and equipment from
the Union County Office of Emergency Management were on display.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford, Garwood Cands.
Seeking School Bd. Seats

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Six Cranford resi-
dents are seeking three seats on
the board of education in this
November’s election while four
incumbents are running for the
Garwood school board.

A retired lawyer who is now a
teacher, Michael Caulfield has
served on the board
since 2003. Now vice-
president of the
board, he has been a
part of the Policy and
Curriculum commit-
tees.

“What’s motivating
me to want to con-
tinue waving a flag
for any particular is-
sue is I want to con-
tinue to participate
and contribute as a
citizen of Cranford
and participate in
public education en-
deavors,” said Mr.
Caulfield, who has
lived in Cranford since 1988.

Although he has several areas
of interest, he said that special
education is one of his main fo-
cuses since he is currently a spe-
cial-education teacher in
Irvington.

“Overall, my guiding principles
are to make sure residents of
Cranford and their children are
all served in the school system
and getting the very best pro-
vided to them,” he said.

Mr. Caulfield also wants to con-
tinue tracking each student’s
progress and ensuring that all
students — regardless of their
academic achievement — receive
equal attention.

Serving on the board for the
past nine years, JoAnn Boyle de-
scribed education as a “shared
responsibility” that must involve
both parents and community

members.
“I am a parent and member of

the community, and I have a
core belief that giving back to
your community, whether it is
the schools, church or town, is
imperative,” said Ms. Boyle, who
has lived in Cranford for 19 years
and works as a health insurance
broker.

Ms. Boyle empha-
sized the focus on
personalized learn-
ing as a long-range
endeavor that will
customize students’
education to fit their
strengths and weak-
nesses. She believes
the district has es-
tablished effective
programs even with
funding concerns.

“I think even if
we’re doing well, we
need to keep it up
because there are
always new chal-
lenges thrown at

you,” she said. “What I’ve learned
in the business world is that you
have to have the right leadership
to lead people through that.”

In addition to receiving high
rankings, she is proud that the
school district has expanded per-
forming-arts opportunities for
students.

Trevor Shaw has spent 20 years
working in education and said he
believes those experiences bring
different views to the board. Serv-
ing for the past three years, he is
a former English teacher who is
currently the director of technol-
ogy at Dwight-Englewood School
in Bergen County.

“I feel like I still have a lot to
contribute,” Mr. Shaw said. “I
think the biggest thing I bring is
the ability to challenge long-
standing ideas.”

JoAnn Boyle —
Cranford

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Mayor Kalnins Discusses Flood
Project, Birchwood, Road Repairs
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Avenue, 60 of which would be
“affordable” housing units, the
mayor said he assumes a court
date on the township’s appeal “is
still months away.” Cranford De-
velopment Associates (CDA) had
sued the township via a Builder’s
Remedy Lawsuit, and in Decem-
ber of 2011, Judge Lisa Chrystal
decided in favor of the devel-
oper. Cranford is appealing the
court ruling as well as permits
issued to CDA by the DEP.

“We think we have some really
good issues (in the township’s
appeal of the Birchwood devel-
opment) as opposed to some of
the other development that is
occurring downtown,” he said,
citing the Riverfront develop-
ment on South Avenue across
from the train station and 555
South Avenue, located within a
half-mile of the train station.
“You know that’s where devel-
opment belongs — in the down-
town, where people can walk to
the train, walk to the restau-
rants, walk to the stores.
Birchwood doesn’t make sense
to put four stories, 360 units in
the middle of a single-family,
residential neighborhood sec-
ondary, tertiary streets (with)
no real stores.”

The mayor said the Birchwood
development would result in its
residents having to take their
cars to go into town, thus utiliz-
ing what he called “ill equipped”
streets “and on top of that it is in
a flood zone.”

“You couldn’t have picked a
worse spot,” he said.

Speaking of the Riverfront de-
velopment, he said the
township’s new engineer, Maser
Consulting of Red Bank, is look-
ing at plans associated with the
development, following recent
flooding there after heavy rain
deluged the area in June.

“That area has always been a
chronic flooding issue. So they
are going back, making sure the
development was built to the

specs and, assuming it is, come
with some recommendations on
how we can improve on that
situation as well as several other
locations where we’ve had much
more severe chronic flooding,”
he said, citing Cranford’s intense
thunderstorms that have oc-
curred over the past few months.

The township has asked Maser
and the Department of Public
Works to see if the flooding is
because of a maintenance issue
such as clogged storm sewers or
if it is caused by design issues,
which would require “a longer-
term fix.”

Also, PSE&G will elevate its
equipment at its South Avenue
substation above flood levels
that resulted during Hurricane
Irene in 2011, a storm that
caused severe flooding in Cran-
ford. The mayor said he also
hopes that some of the
substation’s infrastructure will
be upgraded.

The township has allocated $4
million in its capital budget this
year to focus on deteriorating
roads in the township that have
not been worked on in a number
of years. He said the money will
be used for both resurfacing as
well as drainage improvements.
Mayor Kalnins said road improve-
ment projects approved over the
past few years are being worked
on this summer, with the 2014
roads projects expected to be-
gin in September.

Speaking on the UCC athletic
complex, he said Cranford “fully
supports” the college in its ef-
forts to build the athletic com-
plex for its soccer, lacrosse and
track programs at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark after the college opted
not construct the complex at its
Cranford campus following heavy
opposition from the township and
neighbors. He said details of
UCC’s plans at Oak Ridge still
have to be worked out.

“I have not heard anything that
would lead me to believe that

they (UCC) are coming back to
Cranford,” he said.

The mayor said Cranford has
settled contracts with all six of its
employee unions, which include
police, firefighters, public works
and white- collar unions. He said
all the contracts were settled
within the state’s 2-percent cap
on salary increases.

“I think it was fair. We made
some headway on some of the
insurance issues,” he said. He
said the township was able get
some concessions on the cash-
ing in of sick days and duplicative
coverage.

He said he hopes with a new
chief financial officer in place that
Cranford can begin to do some
longer-term financial and debt
planning, “where we can look
ahead and continue some of these
capital programs so that this (the
2014 $4-million capital budget)
is not a one-time shot that we
spend [a lot of] money and fix
the streets and don’t do anything
for 10 years and end up in a
worse spot than we are today.”

Mayor Kalnins said the goal is
to “maintain a decent capital pro-
gram without driving taxes up.”

On Cranford’s downtown, he
noted that the township’s va-
cancy rate “remains extremely
low” at below 3 percent, noting
that storefronts at the Riverfront
have been leased including to a
new Italian grocery store,
Starbucks and Subway, which
moved from North Avenue.

Mr. Shaw said board members
and residents should question and
challenge issues including un-
funded mandates, the operation
of public schools and the role of
standardized tests.

“We have different challenges
and the solutions are not always
the same,” he said. “I would like
to see us communicate a little
better as a district with parents
and families.”

Mr. Shaw has lived in Cranford
since 2001 with his wife and two
children, who are both in the
school system.

Lisa Carbone, Daniel DeMarco
and Jacqueline Carr are also seek-
ing seats on the Cranford board.

Serving on the Garwood board
since 1991, Linda Koenig said
four generations of her family
have lived in Garwood. She has
no children, but other members
of her family are currently in the
school district.

“The school district here has
done well for us, so it is my turn
to give back,” she said.

Ms. Koenig explained that due
to cuts in funding, Garwood
schools had to limit some of their
local programs, including less lan-

guage and AP courses. She said
the school also has to charge for
student participation in sports
and other activities.

“The students are getting less
and the taxpayers are paying
more,” she said. “We’re trying to
make things better here and cut-
ting expenses without cutting
programs.”

Ms. Koenig is also involved in
education on a county and state
level, serving on the Delegate
Assembly of the New Jersey
School Boards Association
(NJSBA). She said she handles
issues including teacher evalua-
tions and superintendent salary
caps.

After attending enough educa-
tional programs, she said she
became a master board member
this past year.

Aaron Watkins said he has
served on the board for the last
three years because he loves
Garwood and its residents. A resi-
dent for the past 18 years, he
said he enjoys serving his com-
munity.

“Garwood is a beautiful town,
and I know a lot of good people,”
said Mr. Watkins, who currently
teaches social studies and reli-
gion in Elizabeth. “That’s why I’m
a school teacher and love educa-
tion.”

Mr. Watkins emphasized com-
municating with the students and
continuing to improve education
and making the schools more
“pro-child” as his reasons for run-
ning for another term.

Aside from serving on the board,
he volunteers at soup kitchens
with his church and is an officer
at Knights of Columbus.

Also running are incumbents
Christine Guerriero and Kimberly
Ficarra.

Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion incumbent Dante Gioia is
the only borough candidate to
file his candidacy as Cathy
Jakositz did not file for re-elec-
tion.

CR, GW Seeks BOE CandidatesMayor Kalnins Discusses Flood Projects, Birchwood

Moravian Announces
Dean’s Honor List

BETHLEHEM, Pa. – Moravian
College announced that
Genevieve Chaleff, Class of 2014,
from Cranford earned Dean’s
Honor List standing for the Spring
Semester of the 2013-2014
school year.

Students who carry three or
more course units during a fall or
spring term and attain a QPA for
the term of 3.50 or higher are
placed on the Dean’s Honor List.
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Garwood GOP Chair Neglected to
Endorse Council Candidate

The Garwood Republican Party
Chairman, Jim Mathieu, wrote a
long, detailed endorsement in last
week’s paper of his hand-picked
mayoral candidate, but failed to
even mention the name of the
Republican woman, Carol Kearney,
who is running for a seat on the
Garwood Council. He should have
noted that Republican Carol Kearny
continues to be the business and
industry liaison to the Garwood
Council; that Carol Kearney re-
vitalized the Chamber of Com-
merce and brought Garwood busi-
nesses together; that Carol
Kearney is the first vice-president
and board of director member of
the Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce; that Carol
Kearney has owned a business in
Garwood for the past 14 years;

and that Carol Kearney was the
event creator and event director
for Garwood Rocks, that highly
successful Garwood street festival
that brought thousands of visitors
to Garwood.

Carol Kearney received an
award from the Borough of
Garwood for her Garwood Rocks
efforts and Carol presented a
check from the GWACC for $1,000
to the Garwood Council to help
pay for new Welcome to Garwood
pole banners. Carol also is the
Republican District One District
Leader. Now that is what you
would expect the Garwood Re-
publican Party chairman to be
writing about.

Gene Jannotti, Garwood
Republican District Leader

Garwood Planning Board Member Explains His
Eminent Domain Views and Commuter Parking Goals

The Westfield Leader editor’s
July 31 editorial entitled ‘Local
Towns Should not Use Eminent
Domain to Seize Land’ showed
me that I had not explained well
enough the purpose behind the
Garwood Boro Council’s decision
to retain eminent domain powers
that all government bodies have.
I hope that this letter does better.

First off, something the
Mathieu/Piarulli team may not
understand; I agree with every
eminent domain statement the
editor wrote. Especially the last
one, “taking land from one pri-
vate entity and giving to another
can never be a good thing in a
civilized society. A bit strong,
and I have a problem with ‘never’,

but I do agree with the concept.
Government taking (paying for

with just compensation) private
property for a public purpose,
however, is a different story.
Governments have purchased
private property to build
firehouses, schools, police sta-
tions, parks, libraries, and other
public uses many times. This is
legal and is continually upheld in
courts. I, and even Councilman
Mathieu, agree with that govern-
ment use of eminent domain.

Five members of the Council
have listened to Boro residents
along Willow Avenue tell us many
times that there is inadequate
parking in the area. Especially
after winter snows when resi-

dents have to remove their autos
from the street. Indeed this past
winter, Mayor Quattrocchi fos-
tered an agreement with the
owner of the Casale parking lot
(oh my God – That’s the poten-
tial redevelopment site itself)! to
allow residents to park there af-
ter the snow. We have listened to
residents along Second Avenue
tell us that train/bus commuters
park in front of their homes be-
cause there is inadequate com-
muter parking near the transit
stops. We have listened to NJ
Transit advise us that they will
not provide additional Garwood
train stops until there is more
commuter parking.

Acting responsibly, and in re-
sponse to Boro resident concerns,
5 Council members decided to
retain eminent domain power be-
cause the Boro may have to pur-
chase privately owned Casale/
Petro property land in order to
provide much needed public park-
ing. Parking for residents and com-
muters. Hopefully, through the
plan that the Planning Board de-
velops if the Council finds the area
in need of redevelopment, the
developer will provide public park-
ing. If not, the Boro can through a
land purchase. That’s why we re-
tained the power. Just in case.

Boro Council has NO intent
whatsoever of buying private
property and selling or giving it
to another private property
owner. But a smart player doesn’t
give away leverage before the
process starts. Mathieu/Piarulli
may not want to listen to Boro
resident needs, and they may
want a developer to prepare their
own redevelopment plan for the
Boro, but thankfully five elected
Council members prefer to pro-
vide for resident and commuter
needs and continue our quest for
more Garwood train stops.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Planning Bd. member

Borough Representatives Need to
To Start Listening to Taxpayers

As we are all hopefully enjoying
the summer with friends and fam-
ily, it has been politics as usual
for Garwood’s leadership. On July
23, I attended the Planning and
Development Board meeting
where, yet again, borough offi-
cials made decisions against the
best interests of the taxpayers.

Two issues stood out that will
have a big impact on the bor-
ough and its residents. First, is
the re-development of the prop-
erty on South Avenue, across
from, and next to, Borough Hall.
I give the Planning Board and the
Council credit for trying to get
something done because there is
a tremendous opportunity here
to move our town in the right
direction. The problem is that
the Planning Board approved the
flawed resolution passed by the

Borough Council, which allowed
for eminent domain to be used in
what is supposed to be a private
project on private property. Even
though the approving Planning
Board members virtually guar-
anteed eminent domain would
not be used, they still passed a
resolution allowing for it. If they
don’t intend to use it, why ap-
prove a resolution allowing for
it? The answer is quite simple, as
one Planning Board member so
articulately put it, “We (the
board) dictate what we want.”

Eminent domain was never in-
tended to be used to forcefully
take property from one private
owner and give it to another
private owner, but that is exactly
what it would do in this situation.
Now, the Planning Board and the

Asm. Bramnick, Please Introduce
Bill to District County Freeholders

Assemblyman Bramnick, I read
your latest “News from District
21” missive to your constituents.
Thanks for keeping us apprised.

Your hallmark in the missive is
that you are creating bipartisan
legislative panels and one initia-
tive is to revisit state districting
of the legislative districts.

In your re-districting push, can
you also introduce the idea of an
easier process for attaining coun-
ties to be from at-large to dis-
trict? Our Union County
government’s budget is over
$half-billion dollars, and there is
minimal accountability to show
for that huge expenditure for all
of the county’s constituents.

Union County has veered away
from the true purpose of what
county government is supposed
to do, and now has so many
costly yet ineffectual tepid social
programs one has to wonder if
they are a county government at
all. County movies, catering halls,
parade donations and music
fests? Meanwhile, the freehold-
ers’ county budget transferred

$1 million out of the county pav-
ing program to create a redun-
dant new division for a connected
politician Fanwood Mayor Mahr
that just happens to be the county
level political boss overseeing
their freeholder campaigns. So
potholes from the worst winter in
20 years don’t get filled on the
county roads just because she
was out of work for eight out of
10 years. One of her tasks is to
interface financially with grants
to the 21 towns. Note that since
she is a county level Democrat
political boss, Republicans are
her mortal enemy. So how atten-
tive will she really be to say a
GOP Summit or Westfield, or even
Kenilworth and Garwood?

Districting of counties would
put our freeholders’ accountabil-
ity directly to certain areas of the
county, would have them be more
directly responsive to that
district’s towns constituents as
to proper expenditures, and
would create some oversight by
having one district’s freeholder

Local Letters to the Editor

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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having to vote on another
district’s expenditure, so county
appropriations would be more
evenly distributed and not lop-
sided and wasteful like the “at-
large” system we have now. That
last one is similar duties to what
Assembly elected officials per-
form. And it isn’t at all partisan,
since in our county we have three
to four different Democrat-ori-
ented parties and at least two
Republican ones. I don’t care if it
ends up two to three Democrat
parties sharing the districts, there
would certainly be more account-
ability and fairness than the one
party that is now in control, which
is really questionable as to
whether it is Democrat and not
just some self-serving organiza-
tion. One of their freeholders,

(Dan) Sullivan, publicly declared
that districts are for losers. He
subsequently became embroiled
in a secret pay scandal he cre-
ated under the table. So this is
their example of a winner.

My guess since for 10 years I
have observed our Union County
freeholders in action, if this
county becomes districted, the
$half-billion-budget would prob-
ably drop to below $400 million
and at least 500 patronage jobs
would be removed from county
employment. One can hope, and
I look toward my representa-
tives to bring that hope to real-
ity. Thank you.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Borough Council have broad pow-
ers to abuse private property
rights for an as-yet-undeter-
mined “public need.” Such broad
discretion in the hands of politi-
cians and political appointees
usually does not bode well for the
private property rights of our
friends and neighbors.

The other issue was the Plan-
ning Board rushing through a use
variance related to the purchase
of property located at 494 4th
Avenue at the end of Walnut. This
variance allows for nine
townhouses to be squeezed into
that property that had previously
been judged suitable only for three
single-family houses. While I have
no doubt that the purchaser in-
tends to build a nice development
and I have no problem with some-
one taking advantage of an op-
portunity to make some money,
the project approval was forced
through in one session in June

that was extended after the usual
11 p.m. cutoff for the meetings,
just so the vote could be com-
pleted. Most residents in the im-
mediate area are not happy with
the decision to build such a dense
number of townhouses in an area
already bedeviled by traffic prob-
lems. More concerning is that simi-
lar development projects were
flat out rejected in prior years. So
what changed in the interim to
make this project suddenly ac-
ceptable and why the rush to
approve it? Again, as one board
member said, “We (the board)
dictate what we want.” The resi-
dents of Garwood need to have
their say on this controversial
project and send a message that
we will no longer tolerate the
town representatives dictating,
it’s time to start listening to the
taxpayers.

Sal Piarulli, Garwood
Republican Candidate for Mayor

* Assemblyman Bramnick Request *

More Letters to the Editor

Borough Reps Need to Start Listening

McSharry Graduates From
Police Trooper Youth Week
CRANFORD – On July 28, the

New Jersey State Police hosted
commencement exercises for the
graduates of the 96th New Jersey
State Police Trooper Youth Week
police training program. Included
in the class of junior and senior
high school students from across
New Jersey was Cranford Police
Explorer Brendan McSharry.

Brendan is a senior at Cranford
High School where he is a mem-
ber of the track and cross coun-
try teams and the PRIDE Leader-
ship Program. Brendan has been
a member of the Cranford Police
Explorer Post 74 for over four
years and assists the instructors
at the Cranford Police Depart-
ment Youth Police Academy each
summer.

During the 96th Trooper Youth
Week, Trooper Youths took part
in physical training, learned and
practiced military drill, and gained
knowledge about the New Jersey
State Police and its many spe-
cialized units. The weekend, al-
though grueling at times, was
very enjoyable and established
in the Trooper Youths a sense of
discipline and decorum.

The weekend was conducted
through a rigid schedule where
the Trooper Youths were ex-
pected to be punctual and orga-
nized at all times and account-
able for their actions. Individuals
had to be up at 5:30 a.m. to be
ready for roll call at 6 a.m. and
begin the day. Time was set aside
for military drill and physical train-
ing throughout the week where
individuals learned basic forma-
tion and facing movements.

Specialized units within the
State Police put on demonstra-
tions in the hopes of expanding
the Trooper Youths’ knowledge
and understanding of the agency
as a whole. These units included
Crime Scene, Aviation, and K-9
as well as the Bomb/Arson unit.
Members of the State Police ex-

posed the Trooper Youths to cer-
tain training tactics including that
of firearms and driving. Driving
while intoxicated (DWI) and its
dangers was a topic at certain
points during the weekend.

Trooper Youths were given the
opportunity to utilize “drunk
goggles” and see firsthand how
dangerous drinking and driving
can be. The Trooper Youth Week
instilled in the youths the mean-
ing of the agency’s core values:
honor, duty, and fidelity and cre-
ated disciplined and well-rounded
individuals fit to embark on life’s
endeavors.

The Cranford Police Explorers
are now accepting new mem-
bers. Anyone interested between
the ages of 14 and 21 may call
police headquarters at (908) 272-
2222 for more information. The
next meeting is 7 p.m. on Mon-
day, September 15, at Police
Headquarters, 8 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford.

TROOPER YOUTH WEEK…On July 28, the New Jersey State Police hosted
commencement exercises for the graduates of the 96th New Jersey State Police
Trooper Youth Week police training program. Included in the class was
Cranford Police Explorer Brendan McSharry. Brendan is pictured with New
Jersey State Police Detective II Eric Greener, class coordinator.

Lafayette College
Dean’s List

EASTON, Pa. — The following
Lafayette College students were
named to the Dean’s List for
outstanding academic achieve-
ment during the spring 2014 se-
mester. Each student achieved
at least a 3.60 semester grade
point average on a 4.0 scale.

Morgan Miller of Cranford. Mor-
gan is a graduate of Cranford
High School.

Christine Shanahan of Cranford.
Christine is a graduate of Mount
St. Mary Academy.

Megan Kaveney of Westfield.
Megan is a graduate of Westfield
High School.

Mia Spitz of Westfield. Mia is a
graduate of Westfield High
School.

Erica Gennaro of Mountainside.
Erica is a graduate of Governor
Livingston Regional High School.
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