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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior pitcher Ethan Frohman
proved that he had the right stuff
to perform admirably against two
top-notched teams when he
tossed a two-hit shutout against
the Cranford High School base-
ball team to lead the Governor
Livingston Highlanders to a 6-0
victory at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 16.

Just seven days earlier,
Frohman tossed a three-hitter in
a 1-0 Highlander victory over
the Westfield Blue Devils in Ber-

keley Heights.
“After that Westfield game, I

thought it would be tough to top,
and he was just as good today.
His control has been very good
this year. To beat such a quality
team, top-notched high school
like Cranford, that’s what you
needed on the mound to go along
with some good defense, some
good base running and some
timely hitting,” Highlander Head
Coach Chris Roof said.

Working with his catcher Rob
Dilly, Frohman recorded eight
strikeouts and yielded his only

walk in the seventh inning.
“Today, it was really all about

throwing strikes, just attacking
each hitter, especially with the
fastball inside. The changeup
wasn’t too good today, but I was
able to pound them in with the
fastball. Dilly, our catcher, did a
really great job calling the game.
I was really just throwing to his
glove all day,” Frohman said.

“Their pitcher threw a great
game. He threw strikes. He kept
us off-balance. He was able to
throw the fastball to both sides.
They had timely hitting. They
deserved to win,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey said.

The 8-1 Cougars’ two hits came
off the bat of leadoff hitter Tommy
Trotter, who rapped a single to

GL’S FROHMAN TOSSES 2-HITTER, K’S 8, WALKS 1; COUGAR TROTTER DRILLS 2 SINGLES

Highlanders Plate 5 in 6th, Shutout Baseball Cougars, 6-0
right-center in the first inning
and a single to left in the sixth.
Frohman’s walk was to Mike
Gamba.

“If you are going to give up two
hits, you want to give up two hits
to the best guy. That’s what Trot-
ter is. Trotter has been an out-
standing player his entire career
here. I am happy that we got the
‘W’ today,” Coach Roof said.

The 7-1 Highlanders finished
with six hits and cleanup hitter
Tom Lynch proved to be the
Cougars’ most formidable foe at
the plate. Lynch hammered a
booming leadoff double in the
second inning and added a lined
RBI single to right field in the
fourth, before being hit by
pitches in his remaining two at-
bats.

“He’s the hottest hitter I have

ever seen. He’s got to be like 10
for his last 10, and they all are
just crushed balls. He’s one of
the best hitters I have ever seen.
We were definitely out here to
prove something today, and it is
always good to do it against
Cranford,” Frohman said.

“He’s a solid player. I think,
coming into the game, he’s hit-
ting over .700, again against all
top-quality arms. He’s another
kid, who has worked very hard at
his game. He deserves every-
thing he gets,” Coach Roof said.

Cougar starting pitcher Pat
Knight was also performing quite
well until he ran into difficulty in
the top of the sixth. Prior to that,
he allowed only one run on two
hits in the fourth inning to go
with a yielded single in the first
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and a double in the second.
Knight was relieved by Matt
Ravetier with one out in the sixth
and finished with seven
strikeouts, while walking two and
hitting two batters and allowing
five hits.

In that fourth inning, Frohman
chopped a leadoff single and,
later, his pinch runner Dan Wolf-

ish scored on Lynch’s vicious shot
to right. The sixth inning ended
up with five Highlanders tram-
pling home plate and it began
with an error at short. With Barron
Natelli on first, Lynch absorbed a
fastball to the back. Pat Mahoney
slashed an RBI single to right and
John Tedesco walked to load the
bases, setting up Ravetier’s ar-
rival to the mound.

With the infield in, Vic Candeloro
plopped a two-run single between
first and second then Nick
DeSarno laid down an RBI sacri-
fice bunt. The fifth Highlander
scored on a throwing error.

“Pat threw a good game. They
had a 1-0 lead in the fourth in-
ning. They had two hits in one
inning, and we didn’t. Then we
didn’t make a couple of plays and
they had timely hitting. That’s
how you win in high school base-
ball,” Coach McCaffrey said.
Gov. Livingston 000 105 0 6
Cranford 000 000 0 0

GL Highlanders Stop Cougars, 6-0

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was only fitting that the First
Annual “Cole’s Cup” — in honor of
senior goalkeeper Cole Weber —
boys lacrosse game would come
down to a dramatic conclusion
between the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Raiders and
the Cranford Cougars at Wexler
Field in Scotch Plains on April 17.

With the game knotted, 8-8,
entering overtime, center
midfielder James Lettieri won the
face-off then with only 1:05 off
the clock, Kevin Charos slammed
home the game winner to give
the Raiders a 9-8 victory and
possession of the Cole’s Cup.

The game was laden with key
plays by players from both teams,
including Weber himself, who fin-
ished with 10 saves, including
five very crucial ones in the sec-

ond quarter and another three in
the third quarter. Cougar goal-
keeper Ryan Shupp made 17
saves.

“I was getting a little worked
up. I had a penalty just before
the half. I had to suppress my
emotions. I had to get them un-
der control. It got away from me
on one instance. I tried to play
my game and keep it normal,”
Weber said.

“He is the kind of goalie when
he starts to get hot, he plays
great. It’s a special win, espe-
cially for the whole program. We
preach family. He’s a member of
our lacrosse family who was
stricken with tough news last
year, and we all got behind him,
helped him out. Now he beat
cancer, That’s something to be
looking forward to,” Raider Head
Coach Nick Miceli said.

“I’m speechless. Everybody
with these Cole’s shirts! I’m

CHAROS SLAMS IN WINNER IN O.T., WEBER 10 SAVES; CR’S HALPIN, HURLEY 2 GOALS EACH

Dramatic Comeback Earns Raiders ‘Cole’s Cup’ Victory
speechless,” Weber said.

Charos finished with a pair of
goals and two assists as did se-
nior attacker Christian Gordon.
Senior midfielder Gabe Gibson
netted a pair of goals, and Zach
Ericson added a goal and two
assists, while Tom Walker and
Scott Nizolak each scored a goal
and Jack Garrity had an assist.

Cougars Sean Halpin and Rich
Hurley each notched two goals.
Alex Ballas, Nick Colucci and Mark
Christiano each scored a goal
and had an assist. Luke Christiano
had a pair of assists and Cameron
Kutzer added a goal.

Lettieri won the battle in the
center for face-offs, 11-6. None
were more important than two
he made in the final minutes of
regulation and the beginning of
overtime.

“He was in the zone before the
overtime started. He knows that

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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is his role. He was ready to go.
We’ve really been spoiled having
such talent in face-offs,” Coach
Miceli said.

Hurley scored the first goal with
9:31 on the clock in the first
quarter then Charos fed Gordon

on his first goal a little more that
two minutes later. Nizolak
(Ericson assist) gave the Raiders
a 2-1 lead then Halpin scored on
a wraparound goal. With 0:01
left, Charos scored with Garrity
on the assist. Due to very stub-

born goalkeeping only one score
occurred in the second quarter
and that came off an underhand
toss from Ballas with 0:12 on the
clock that was followed by
Weber’s penalty.

The seesaw battle continued
into the third quarter where
Kutzer and Hurley scored within
a span of two minutes to give the
Cougars a 5-3 lead. Charos as-
sisted Gordon on his second goal
then Halpin scored off a rebound.
Walker made the score, 6-5, with
his goal. The Gordon-to-Gibson
connection early in the fourth
quarter tied the score then Mark
Christiano and Colucci put the
Cougars seemingly in the driver’s
seat.

Trailing, 8-6, Ericson scored on
a rebound with 1:03 on the clock
in regulation then with 37 sec-
onds remaining, Gordon inter-
cepted a Cougar pass and sped
into Cranford territory, giving
Coach Miceli the opportunity to
call a timeout with 0:29 left.
Ericson then set up Gibson, who
scored with 10 seconds remain-

ing, eventually forcing the game
into overtime.

“There was a timeout taken,
and we said, ‘look at it! There is
1:18 left. We had to do it for
Cole.’ I would have liked them to
play like that the whole game,

but better late than never,” Coach
Miceli said.

In the highly spirited game,
Gordon reached a milestone with
his 100th career score.

“That assist from Gabe Gibson
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford/SPF Team photo

Courtesy of Mike Taylor
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gave me the 100. I played with a
bunch of these kids. I played with
Brian Halpin over the summer.
Today was a real team win. We
did it for cancer. We did it for
Colin. It was really close the whole
time. We were scrambling a little
bit. Cole gave us that motivation

to win it at the end,” Gordon said.
Then the magic moment came

and Charos stuffed in the winner.
“I might have hit the game

winner, but overall that was a
team win. I would not have been
in that situation without Gabe
Gibson and another senior

midfielder hitting those two shots
in the last minute of the fourth
quarter. If we didn’t get the big
possession by James, I wouldn’t
have been able to hit that shot.
We pushed through at the end
and we came out with the win.
That was 100 percent for Cole

Weber the whole time,” Charos
said.

“Both teams really wanted to
win this. Both teams have been
working really hard and it came
down to overtime. Thank you to
Kevin Charos for the goal at the
end,” Gordon said.

Weber commented, “I was
praying that he would score. I
didn’t even look at it. I closed my
eyes. I couldn’t see. Then I heard
everybody yelling. Wow!”
Cranford 2 1 3 2 0 8
Sc. Pl-Fanwd 3 0 2 3 1 9

Another photo next page
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...The Cougar athletes of the week are senior Robert
O’Shaughnessy and freshman Brianna Scotti, both on the varsity track and field team. Robert threw
a personal best in the shot put to lead the Cougars to a second-place relay finish at the Blue Devil
Relays. Brianna also threw a personal best in this meet in the shot put to lead the girls team to a sixth-
place relay finish.

Brearley Softball Bears Stop
Cranford Lady Cougars, 6-4
The David Brearley High School softball

team defeated the Cranford Cougars, 6-
4, in Cranford on April 17. Allie Verrilli
doubled, singled and had two RBI for the
2-7 Cougars. Maggie McKay and Jillian
Skalski each added an RBI.
Brearley 003 020 1 6
Cranford 102 100 0 4

Cougar Lacrossers Defeat
West Deptford Boys, 9-5

Alex Ballas and Nick Colucci each notched
three goals to lead the Cranford High
School boys lacrosse team to a 9-5 victory
over West Deptford on April 19. Mark
Christiano netted a goal and three assists,
while Brendan Halpin (assist) and Mike
Palumbo each scored one goal. Luke
Christiano had three assists and Cam
Kutzer added one.
West Deptford 1 0 2 2 5
Cranford 3 2 1 3 9

Delbarton Nine Burn
Cranford Cougars, 7-6

The Delbarton Green Wave scored four
runs in the fifth and two in the seventh to
burn the Cranford in baseball, 7-6, in
Cranford on April 19. Albert Gargiulo
doubled and singled, scored twice and
had two RBI for the 7-2 Cougars, while
Tommy Trotter doubled and singled and
scored once. Jack McCaffrey doubled and
scored. Matt Ravetier singled, scored and
had an RBI. Joe Norton, John Oblachinski
and Pat Knight each added an RBI.
Delbarton 100 040 2 7
Cranford 204 000 0 6

Cougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar Snacks
Cougar Netmen Beat

McNair H.S. Boys, 3-2
The Cranford High School boys tennis

team defeated McNair, 3-2, on April 16.
Hunter Remley defeated Nico Lagrana, 6-
4, 7-5, at second singles. Alex Levy and
Todd Sweeney defeated Jan Miranda and
Nilay Vora, 6-2, 6-0, at first doubles.
Dave Weichert and Phil Halek stopped
Lorenzo Encarnacion and Chris Pabin, 2-
6, 6-2, 6-4, at second doubles.

The Easter Bunny

Visits Cranford
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Westfield Blue Devils Score Run in Seventh, Nip Jonathan Dayton Bulldog Baseballers, 3-2

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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No. 11 Ridgewood Maroon Score in OT to Burn Westfield Blue Devils in Lacrosse, 11-10

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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No. 11 Ridgewood Maroon Score in OT to Burn Westfield Blue Devils in Lacrosse, 11-10
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Lady Blue Devils Defeat Hunterdon Central in ‘Imagine’ Lacrosse ‘Scorefest’, 16-13
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Lady Blue Devils Turn Tide to Edge Chatham Cougars, 11-9, in Lacrosse Showdown

Story on page 17

of The Westfield Leader
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee unanimously ap-
proved a nearly $35-million 2014
budget, Tuesday, that would raise
taxes 0.56 percent. An average
assessed home of $181,600
would see approximately an $11
increase in taxes.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. said he had concerns with the
budget process, including “not
finding out what our actual cap
was going to be until early
March…It puts us behind the eight
ball.”

“Another concern I have is the
aggressive anticipation of rev-
enues we used this year to bal-
ance the tax levy. This may put
us in a position next year of not
being able to use money out of
surplus to keep the tax levy down,
as we were able to use this year,”
he said.

“We can only anticipate rev-
enues that are actually received,”
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato re-
sponded.

She said the new chief financial
officer has since established new
guidelines for the budget pro-
cess.

“We feel we are on solid foot-
ing,” Ms. Adubato said. “I do
understand the concerns, but I
do not feel they are well founded.”

Mayor Andis Kalnins added, “I
think we are in much better fi-
nancial shape than in 2010.” He
said the township had a $500,000
surplus in 2010.

In other business, after Union
County College (UCC) last week
made a statement that it was
postponing its plan to remove
some 700 trees on its Cranford
campus to make way for an ath-
letic field complex, residents of
Colby Lane asked the township
committee Monday how they can
stay informed of UCC’s future
actions on the project. They feel
UCC has not been a “good neigh-
bor” and are afraid the college

will act without notifying the
township or residents.

Pittsfield Street resident Bar-
bara Krause said UCC had sent
out in late March a request for
bids to tree companies, asking
for bids to remove 700 trees.

Mayor Kalnins said the town-
ship is continuing to research the
project, including determining if
the forested land is protected
and the back fees owed by UCC
to the township for services ren-
dered. Commissioner Thomas
Hannen Jr. added that the col-
lege may not have full immunity
from the township zoning laws
and is being looked into.

“I want to prevent seeing tons
of personal property thrown into
the garbage again,” Commis-
sioner Robrt D’Ambola said. “UCC
is a learning institution, yet they
have not learned anything from
Irene and Sandy.”

As a part of FEMA funding for

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
QUESTIONS ON UCC FIELD...Cranford Township Commissioner Robert
D'Ambola holds up the phone number of Stephen Nacco, administrative services
vice-president and executive assistant to the president of Union County College
asking for people to call Mr. Nacco with questions regarding the sports complex
proposed on the Cranford campus.  Mr. Nacco’s  phone number is (908) 709-
7005.

Garwood Council Adopts
$7.6 Mil. Municipal Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council adopted a $7.6-
million budget on Tuesday, ap-
proving the spending plan that
will raise taxes approximately
$39 on an average home as-
sessed at $100,000.

The council passed the mea-
sure 5 to 1 after rejecting a
suggestion by the lone dissenter,
Councilman Jim Mathieu, and
three residents, who wanted to
reduce the surplus by an addi-
tional $57,493 and eliminate any
tax increase.

“It would be historic,” Willow
Avenue resident Bruce Paterson
said, being first to offer the sug-
gestion.

The borough has seen tax in-
creases every year since 2001,
according to Chief Financial Of-
ficer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns. This
year’s budget increase of more
than $144,000 is 1.03 percent
over 2013, the smallest hike since
2001.

Garwood posted a surplus of
$734,532 at the end of 2013,
and the adopted budget allo-
cates $468,500 of it for spending
this year.

After Mr. Paterson proposed the
idea of allocating another
$57,000, Mr. Mathieu quickly
seized upon it by offering a mo-
tion to adopt it. But he did not
receive a second – even after
two more residents implored the
council to do so. Only three resi-
dents addressed the council
about the budget, all asking for
the reduction.

Finance Chairwoman Sara
Todisco said her committee,
which also included fellow coun-
cil members Lou Petruzzelli and
Mike Martin, considered the pro-
posal but ultimately decided
against it on the recommenda-
tion of Auditor Warren Korecky.

She said was “very cautious”
about lowering the budget sur-
plus to below $266,000.

Ms. Bruns urged maintaining
the surplus as recommended in
the budget, since it often is used
as operating capital in the early
months of the year before tax
revenues are realized.

She also said surpluses are
looked upon by bond rating agen-
cies as a positive, and that a fall
sale was pending.

Another resident echoed Mr.
Paterson’s comment saying he
moved to Garwood because of
the taxes and now is considering
leaving for the same reason. Mr.
Mathieu was the only member of
council who took up the chal-
lenge. “Zero for me is not politi-
cal,” he said. “It means real things
to people’s lives.”

But Mr. Petruzzelli, who along
with Ms. Todisco is up for re-
election this fall, took exception.
“It sounds good, but I don’t want
to be so lean that we’re not able
to pay the bills,” he said.

After Councilman Bill Nierstedt
noted that any decision had po-
litical ramifications, Council Presi-
dent Ann Palmer said she did not
see the issue as political.

Ms. Todisco submitted that
popular or not, she was remain-
ing steadfast to the committee’s
recommendation. “I have to
worry about Garwood, not about
being re-elected,” she said.

The council also approved reso-
lutions setting salaries for bor-
ough employees and two appro-
priations regarding the $3.2-mil-
lion Athletic Field Complex (AFC)
by the same 5 to 1 margin.

Mr. Mathieu objected to the
salary resolution, which set com-
pensation at $126,490 for Police
Chief Bruce Underhill, $88,119
for Borough Clerk Christina

CR Passes $35 Mil. Budget; Taxes Up .56 %
flood mitigation efforts as a re-
sult of Hurricane Irene, the town-
ship has designated homes in
the municipality to be raised
above flood levels that would be
included in a grant by FEMA,
which pays 75 percent of costs.
Christine Laherty, a resident of
Edgar Avenue, which is slotted to
be elevated, asked if she is re-
sponsible to pay the two permit
fees, totaling some $7,500, that
are itemized on her bill, because
as she understood it, the permit
fees were waived. She said the
total cost of the project is
$250,000, of which she would
pay 25 percent, and the permit
fees are over and above that
cost. The mayor said he needed
to look into it, but in order to get
reimbursed by FEMA, the permit
fees had to be included in the bill.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. said the new lining

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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has been installed inside the Hill-
side Avenue tunnel, which is used
by people as a crossing area to
get to the Hillside Avenue School,
and should be complete by the
end of next week.

Township Administrator
Terence Wall discussed the
township’s 2014 capital budget
being discussed by the sub-com-
mittee. The police department
had requested a $535,000 dis-
patching system and a $29,000
alarm panel while the parks and
recreation budget totaled
$250,000 to include work done
at Sherman, Roosevelt, Lincoln
and Memorial Parks.

The Department of Public
Works requested over a million
dollars, to include a variety of
vehicles to be replaced, and the
fire department requested a new
rescue vehicle, valued at ap-
proximately $500,000, and an-
other ambulance for 2015.

“My recommendation is zero
dollars for 2014 based on the
priority of road improvements,”
Mr. Wall said.

The township committee ap-
proved unanimously for the po-
lice department to begin the
process for interviewing and hir-
ing new police officers. Police
Chief James Wozniak requested
to fill three openings and make
additional promotions in the
force. The committee did not
decide on the number of new
hires or promotions.

“We had consensus on one
hire. I don’t know if I agree with
the two additional (hires),”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Chief Wozniak explained that
the hiring process will be
changed, per the request of the
committee in past years.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
discussed again the parking
situation on Lincoln Park East
near the Mill. Police Lieutenant
Edward Davenport said the po-
lice department recommended

in 2013 to eliminate parking
altogether on part of the street
because when cars are parked
on both sides of the street it
closes the driving lanes to about
eight  feet, which is not wide
enough for safe driving. There
are also sightline issues around
a curve in the road there, he
said.

“Eventually something bad is
going to happen there,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said. The
committee will revisit the topic
at the next meeting.

Commissioner O’Connor asked
to begin a routine informal
meeting with residents at loca-
tions around the township. “I

Ariemma and $96,942 for public
works head Fred Corbitt, on the
grounds that while increases
should be offered to borough
employees, he did not believe it
should be every year.

He also opposed an AFC work
change order that cost approxi-
mately $6,000 for additional flood
vents, additional framing for the
foundation change of the club-
house and a crawl space hatch
door, on the basis that the work
was agreed to and completed
prior to council approval.

His loudest objection concerned
a $45,675 closed-circuit video
security system at the AFC,
$20,000 of which was included in
the 2014 budget passed earlier
in the evening. Mr. Mathieu said
he believed the $20,000 was only
the first of several items that will
be added to unanticipated costs
of the field.

Another ordinance approved by
a unanimous vote was the in-
crease in the rate charged to
industrial sewer users to $3,049
per million gallons of waste.

Garwood BOE Receives
Approval of Budget

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The county execu-
tive superintendent of schools has
approved the borough’s proposed
2014-2015 school budget, said
Michael Donow, interim business
administrator, at Tuesday’s board
of education (BOE) meeting.

Mr. Donow said the BOE is ex-
pected to vote to adopt the $8.53-
million budget, which includes an
approximate $228,000 tax levy
increase, at the budget hearing
meeting scheduled for Tuesday,
April 29, at 7:30 p.m. at Lincoln
School, located at 400 Second
Avenue.

The budget was published in
the April 17 edition of The
Westfield Leader and also is avail-
able on the BOE’s website,
garwoodschools.org.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Thomas Spera, supervisor of build-
ings and grounds, said the chair
lift in the Lincoln School lobby “is
broken again.” He said replace-
ment parts are difficult to find for
the 10-year-old “mechanical-
screw-unit” and that it would cost
approximately $5,000 to repair.
Mr. Spera noted that $3,600 was
spent last year to repair the chair.

He said the chair is typically
“used multiple times a day by a
couple of students” who now must
go outside in order to transfer
between the two buildings.

Mr. Spera asked the board to
consider replacing the mechani-
cal-screw-operating chair and in-
stalling a hydraulic chair lift. He
said he believes hydraulic chair
lifts are quieter and more effi-
cient. Mr. Spera told the board
that a mechanical-screw chair
manufacturer advised him to
“stay away” from using those
types of chairs in the future.

Based on a conversation he had
with one contractor, Mr. Spera
said the total cost for removing
the old chair and installing a new

hydraulic chair would amount to
about $20,000.

Responding to Mr. Spera, Board
President Christine Guerriero said
he needs to provide additional price
quotes before the BOE can legally
award a contract to replace the
chair. Mr. Spera agreed to report
back to the board next month.

Later in the meeting, resident
John Conlin of Hemlock Avenue
compelled the board to replace
the chair as soon as possible.

“I was originally going to talk
tonight about the science programs
at the school, but after listening to
Mr. Spera, I would like to see the
$20,000 approved (to replace the
chair),” Mr. Conlin said. He added
that the BOE should “take some
type of action tonight.”

Mr. Donow, responding directly
to Mr. Conlin, reiterated that more
quotes and information are
needed before the BOE could
authorize replacing the chair.
Board Attorney John Geppert af-
firmed that it is illegal for the BOE
to take action at this time.

Ms. Guerriero said she agreed
with Mr. Conlin’s sentiment, but
said, “We want to fix it, but in a
financially appropriate way.”

In a separate matter, Mr. Spera
reported that graffiti, covering an
area of about four feet by six feet,
was discovered on the “far side”
of the school building last week.
He said a nearby residential home
was also victimized and that a
report had been filed with the
police regarding both incidents.
Mr. Spera said the graffiti was
removed and the area was painted
over to remove any residual.

In addition, Mr. Spera told the
board he is working with Bor-
ough Councilman William
Nierstedt to obtain more recy-
cling containers, which will be
“more visible” around the school.

During her technology report,
Board Vice-President Susan

Cranford Chamber of
Commerce Scholarships

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced that they will be award-
ing four scholarships to Cranford
High School students for 2014.

There will be three scholarships
for high school seniors with aca-
demic qualifications, who will be
attending a college of their choice.
There also is one scholarship in
memory of Kurt Petschow, Sr.,
who was president of the Cranford
Chamber of Commerce for many
years. This scholarship will be
awarded to the senior who has
shown outstanding volunteer ac-
complishments over the years

Forms for the scholarships can
be obtained at the Cranford High
School Guidance Department. All
applications must be submitted
by Thursday, May 1.

think anytime we can open up
dialogue is a good thing,” she
said. She and Deputy Mayor
Adubato said they will host the
first meeting and come up with
a date and place.

Commissioner O’Connor also
said a farmers’ market is being
discussed by a joint committee
of the Downtown Management
Corporation, Centennial Village
and Chamber of Commerce, to
be held every Thursday evening
from May through August in the
parking lot by the fire station.

Mr. Wall said the World War I
memorial in the downtown will
be repaired at the request of
Ms. Krause. She said it has been
a year since she asked to have
the memorial repaired.

Mayor Kalnins said the state’s
Blue Acres program had some
interest in purchasing an aban-
doned home on Park Drive.

GW Council Adopts $7.6 Mil. Municipal Budget

Cranford Budget
Taxes up 5.6 Percent

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Probitas Verus Honos



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-14  Thursday, April 24, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Cranford Zoning Bd. OK’s
Drive-Through Starbucks

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The board of ad-
justment approved an applica-
tion Monday evening for a drive-
through Starbucks restaurant at
345 North Avenue East in
Cranford.

 During a three-hour applica-
tion hearing, Frontier Develop-
ers, LLC, the applicant, sought
approval to erect the coffee es-
tablishment at the corner of North
Avenue and Elizabeth Avenue in
the Gateway area, just 600 feet
from the exit of the Garden State
Parkway. The application was
continued from a March meeting.

The proposal called for a drive-
through operation with a walk-
up window. The entrance will be
on the North Avenue side and
cars will exit on the Elizabeth
Avenue side. Customers can
make a left and will be able to
turn onto North Avenue at the
intersection, which is close by.
Because the lot, which had been

vacant for some years, is in an O-
2 zone (a mix of residential, com-
mercial and industrial), a num-
ber of variances were sought,
including to permit a drive-
through restaurant.

Project engineer Keith Cahill
told the board that the restau-
rant is to be 526 square feet with
a sidewalk surrounding the pe-
rimeter. He said there will be
84.1 percent of impervious cov-
erage surrounded by a fence that
will be six feet high along the
sides and back of the property.
In the area near the sidewalks
the fence will drop to four feet,
he said. He also said there will
only be five parking places for
employees. Mr. Cahill said that
three to four employees were
expected to work per shift. He
also said that there will be vari-
ous plantings and shrubbery
added to the lot to make it more
attractive and that there will not
be indoor service or seating.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – After three-and-
a-half years as mayor of
Garwood, Pat Quattrocchi feels
she has spent much of them
getting the borough, incorpo-
rated just after the turn of the
20th century, into the 21st cen-
tury.

Replacing a 30-year-old phone
system, upgrading the
borough’s’s computer system and
re-launching a website may seem
like routine changes. But they
are revolutionary for Garwood,
she says.

“I’ve been busy in my term, I
have to say,” said Mrs.
Quattrocchi, who is seeking an-
other four years as the borough’s
chief administrator. “Things have
changed since my first term on
the council 14 years ago. Resi-
dents have easy access via the
Internet. Frequently, at least
once a week, I get a question or
have someone seeking assis-
tance. I try to get them the best
person to talk to, get them infor-
mation, or put them in touch with
who they need.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi touts that
since she is retired, she is able to
devote her full time to being
mayor, which was critical during
Hurricane Irene and
“Superstorm” Sandy, when she
spent 10 days, with her hus-
band, John, knocking on doors of
older residents.

“We don’t have big social ser-
vices,” she said. “We’re trying to
do the best we can.”

Regardless, Mrs. Quattrocchi is
facing a challenge in the Tues-
day, June 3 Republican Primary
Election from Sal Piarulli, who
has questioned her leadership.
He has said council meetings are
like watching his four children
squabble.

Mrs. Quattrocchi counters by
saying that Mr. Piarulli, whom
she met once at the borough’s
Easter Egg hunt, does not often

attend the full council meetings,
and that as a non-voting mayor
(except in cases of tie votes),
she has limited authority.

But it highlights the most vex-
ing issue for the Republican Mrs.
Quattrocchi: a Democratic-con-
trolled six-member council on
which one of two Republicans
challenges her repeatedly.

Jim Mathieu, who ran with Mrs.
Quattrocchi in 2010 and won re-
election to his seat in November,
has been her most vocal critic.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said her split
with Mr. Mathieu began eight
months after their election and
has simply escalated. Mr.
Mathieu, Mrs. Quattrocchi and
the council were sued by Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma
over salary issues and “intimi-
dation and harassment.”

She said that because of the
lawsuit she has been advised by
the borough attorney not to as-
sign Mr. Mathieu, whom she re-
ferred to as a “teabagger,” to
any committee or task that in-
cludes working with Ms.
Ariemma.

“The police chief will not work
with him. I tried to put him on
the recreation committee, that
didn’t work, either,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “This narrows
[my] ability to put him some
place.”

Mr. Mathieu sees the issue as
ideological.

“For me, there is not any per-
sonal animosity,” he said. “She
spends and taxes like a Demo-
crat. As I go door-to-door for
the Republican Primary, people
want to move on from the
smashmouth politics of the
Quattrocchis, both of them.
Garwood deserves better.”

John Quattrocchi is not only
Mrs. Quattrocchi’s husband, but
the Garwood Republican Com-
mittee chairman.

Personal or political, Mrs.
Quattrocchi admits her conflict
with Mr. Mathieu has had an
impact.

“We feel like we’re being hit on
two fronts, not being given a
chance to do what we intended
to do,” she said. “I don’t know
what else I can say.”

Quattrocchi Discusses First Term, Primary

Groning said the district is pre-
paring for next spring’s Partner-
ship for Assessment of Readiness
for College and Careers (PARCC)
testing. PARCC, which is aligned
with the Common Core State
Standards, is replacing NJ ASK.

Mrs. Groning noted that PARCC
is a browser-based (non-paper)
test and the district needs to
decide whether to provide laptop
computers or tablets to the stu-
dents. She said she is in the
process of obtaining prices to
purchase or lease the equipment.
She did not mention any poten-
tial amounts.

Mrs. Groning said she believes
the board should base its deci-
sions “as part of a five-year plan

to update all the technology” in
the school building. She and
School Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said the computers in the
technology labs are outdated.
Mrs. Groning added that a tech-
nology upgrade would also ne-
cessitate increasing the number
of Wi-Fi ports in the building to
ensure an appropriate level of
connectivity for multiple users.

Mrs. Groning said the parents
of middle-school students have
requested a “parent portal” sys-
tem, similar to the system at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark, where parents can view
their children’s test scores and
grades in real time.

Board member Barbara Greet,

assigned to the education com-
mittee, said the district will seek
to hire an information technology
teacher for the next school year
due to a resignation in the de-
partment.

During her superintendent’s re-
port, Ms. Quigley said that an
incident deemed Harassment,
Bullying and Intimidation (HIB)
occurred in Lincoln School this
month. Superintendent Quigley
chose not to comment on the
nature of the HIB incident when
asked by The Westfield Leader.

While answering questions from
several board members about the
remediation steps taken in HIB
cases, Lincoln School Principal
and Bullying Coordinator Mary

Emmons said she will have a
discussion with a child if it is a
first-time offense. If the bullying
is repeated, she would then ar-
range a parent conference. In
cases of persistent bullying, Mrs.
Emmons said punitive measures,
including in-school or out-of-
school suspensions, would be im-
posed, and psychological coun-
seling could be recommended for
the child.

Superintendent Quigley said the
district continues to educate stu-
dents about the harmful effects
of bullying. She said she recently
observed a third-grade class per-
form “a lot of role-playing,” which
she said helped raise awareness

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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I want to thank the Gateway
Chamber of Commerce for nomi-
nating me for their Mayor of the
Year Award recently in recogni-
tion of my support of Garwood’s
business community. That acco-
lade went to Joe Accardi, mayor
of Roselle Park, and well de-
served I might add. It is always
an honor to even be considered
for public recognition by such a
prestigious group and to be in
such notable company, which
included not only Joe, but May-
ors Jamel Holley of Roselle and
Kevin Glover of Scotch Plains.

The nomination got me to think-
ing about some of the things that
have been accomplished here in
Garwood over the last three
years. I have already highlighted
the Athletic Field Complex, which
is scheduled for completion this
summer and the cost savings of
$13,000 to the borough by mod-
ernizing the lighting and install-
ing low energy consuming fix-
tures. We have entered into a
shared services agreement with
our board of education for clean-
ing services of the borough-
owned buildings. Our arrange-
ment with the BOE is praise wor-
thy as Borough Hall never looked
as good as it does now thanks to
the extra attention to detail,

which we are now enjoying with
this cleaning crew.

Under my watch we have re-
stored and upgraded our security
systems in Borough Hall with new
cameras throughout the building
and a metal detector used at the
door for municipal court and for
other public gatherings. An en-
hanced security system is ex-
pected to be installed at Athletic
Field Complex funded with grant
monies obtained specifically for
that purpose.

Hurricane Irene made it woe-
fully apparent that the prior ad-
ministration left the borough
grossly unprepared for this natu-
ral crisis as well as any that
would have been manmade.
Bringing on board a fully quali-
fied director of the Office of Emer-
gency Management (OEM), who
had the knowledge and skills to
revamp our operation and work
with the other component de-
partments, was the solution that
enabled the borough to re-coop
$107K for Superstorm Sandy
from FEMA. It has taken 24
months to bring our OEM into full
compliance, however, but I am
proud to say that we got through
Sandy mostly unscathed with
minimal losses.

Our new/improved emergency

Garwood ‘Moving Forward’ Over The Past Three Years
plans (or annexes) are to be re-
viewed and approved by the
county OEM at this time. We have
obtained a generator with the
capacity to power our Borough
Hall in the event that we lose
power again and a generator to
power the pump for the under-
pass to keep access open be-
tween both sides of the borough.
Keeping the power up in the Bor-
ough Hall is of the utmost impor-
tance if we are to maintain com-
munications with the residents at
times of crisis. Our phones and
computer systems will continue
to function and we will be able to
charge cell phones, etc., for our
residents as well; this was a prob-
lem after Irene when the south
side lost power. Upgrading our
computer/communications sys-
tem will allow emergency updates
to our website and signage to be
done from offsite should the ne-
cessity arise.

I would like to believe that un-
der my watch we have been “Mov-
ing Garwood Forward” by bring-
ing our little borough into the
current century a step at a time.
We must support our business
community if we expect to at-
tract new development to lessen
the tax burden on the residents.
We must support our small busi-
ness entrepreneurs who come
here with the expectation of be-
coming part of the fabric of our
community. We are on the cusp
of redevelopment of the North
and South Avenue corridors and
as the word gets out that we are
business friendly but still want to
remain smart about our growth,
we will be able to bring to
Garwood the types of stable
projects that will serve to en-
hance our community.

Thank you for your continued
support and please cast your
ballot for me on Primary Day on
June 3rd. Visit our Facebook Page
at Garwood GOP.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

Thank You to Area Residents for
A Job Well Done in Stopping UCC

Cranford residents in the Union
County College area formed a
group and started a website,
www.ucnu.org, to fight the pro-
posed sports complex at Union
County College. The project was
to be built on top of a hill with the
removal of 700 trees and a flood
zone and many Cranford resi-
dents below. It was one of the
most irresponsible proposals in
Cranford’s history.

What these residents with the
help of many Cranford citizens
accomplished in just three-and-
a-half weeks:

– 1,115-plus signatures on pe-
titions (online and at the Post
Office with old fashioned signa-
tures on paper).

 – 10,000-plus flyers mailed
and walked door to door.

– Flyers distributed in the early
morning at the Cranford train
station. – Union County Free-
holder meetings attended and

statements made.
– Cranford Township meetings

attended and statements made
(televised on TV 35).

– Westfield Town meetings at-
tended and statements made.

– E-mails sent with updated
information and calls for help.

– OPRA requests for informa-
tion.

– Cranford Radio Interview –
Steve Jandoli – (Great Job) vs.
Dr. Nacco of the College! (April
11).

– Letters to the Editors.
– Interviews with local report-

ers that resulted in an editorial
and articles in The Westfield
Leader, Cranford Chronicle,
NJ.Com.

Let’s give credit where credit is
due and simply say thank you to
those residents for a job well
done.

Ann Steinbach
Cranford

among the students.
During the finance committee

portion of the meeting, Mrs.
Emmons displayed an oversized
replica of a $500 check awarded by
UnitedHealthcare (UHC) to the six
seventh-grade students of Lincoln
School’s “Smarticles Particles”
team, which placed second in the
fifth annual UHC Health Bee.

In other actions, the board
unanimously approved the ap-
pointments of 33 certified staff –
28 tenured and five non-tenured
teachers – for the 2014-2015
school year. Board members

Linda Koenig and Brendan X.
McDermott were not present.

After returning from a 45-
minute executive session near
the end of the meeting, Ms.
Guerriero said the board approved
an “unpaid, upon exhaustion of
sick days” medical leave of ab-
sence for Kathy Jackowski for
approximately 12 weeks.

Due to a personal scheduling
conflict, the BOE officially moved
its regular June 17 meeting to
June 24.

** Garwood BOE Budget **

Local Letters to the Editor

Fred Rauch, who has owned
and operated the Dairy Queen on
North Avenue for the past 24
years, objected to the lack of
parking if the walk-up window
was approved. He said his prop-
erty is adjacent to 345 North
Avenue.

“If there is no customer park-
ing spaces, customers will park
in my parking area, which has
only 35 spaces,” Mr. Rauch told
the board. He said that he loses
five spaces to customers of
Dunkin’ Donuts, and with the
walk-up window at Starbucks,
he was sure he would lose an-
other five spaces.

Robyn Goddard, Starbucks’ de-
sign manager, told the board

that the building would be in the
colonial traditional design. Di-
rectional signs and logos would
be tasteful, she said. The lighting
would for the property is to be
modified so as not to be intrusive
to the nearby residential proper-
ties, she said.

Traffic planner John McDonogh
told the board that the restau-
rant will be a good use of the now
barren property and would be for
the public good.

Board member Bob Bovasso
made a motion to approve the
application without the walk-up
window. It was seconded by Wil-
liam Montanni. More discussion
ensued before the motion was
passed at 11 p.m.

Cranford Approves Starbucks

Probitas Verus Honos
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