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l'ennemi du journaliste

RAVETIER, McCAFFREY WHACK 2 HITS EACH; RAIDER ZAZZALI JOLTS DOUBLE, SCORES

Cougar Nine ‘Squeezes’ Past SPF Raiders in 4-3 Victory
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Clever base running, a number
of fine defensive plays and a few
just out-of-reach hits tilted the
scales in favor of the Cranford
High School baseball team, re-
sulting in a 4-3 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on April
10.

Senior Matt Ravetier (2-0) re-
lieved starter Pat Knight with
one out in the fifth inning and
pitched the remainder of the way,
allowing one hit and one run,

while striking out one and hitting
a batter. Knight yielded five hits
and a pair of runs, while fanning
four, walking one and hitting a
batter. Raider senior Chris Gib-
bons went the distance, record-
ing five strikeouts, while walking
one and hitting a batter.

“I like to keep the fastball down,
make sure I get a lot of move-
ment on it. Coach was giving me
some good calls inside and out
and around, and I got the job
done,” Ravetier said.

“Both Pat and Matt did a great
job, threw strikes and gave us a

chance to win. Their guy threw a
heck of a game, a real battler,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

In the game of inches, the 4-0
Cougars produced nine hits, in-
cluding one double, while the 1-
2 Raiders with their six hits, also
had a double. Cougar Jack
McCaffrey went 2-for-2, includ-
ing a double, and was hit-by-a-
pitch. Ravetier ripped a pair of
singles and scored once. Mike
Gamba and Albert Gargiulo each
singled, scored a run and added
an RBI. Leadoff hitter Tommy
Trotter singled and scored once.
John Oblachinski and Sam Scheer
both singled, and Knight had an
RBI.

Raider Christian Zazzali doubled

and scored once. Gibbons singled
and scored once. Matt Marino
rapped an RBI single. Zach
Lipshitz scored once and had an
RBI. Kevin Maxwell, catcher JT
Beirne and Christian Isolda each
singled.

Three of the Cougars’ fine de-
fensive plays prevented, at least,
two Raider runs, but the Raiders
also made several run-saving
plays. While manning right field,
Ravetier hauled in a difficult fly
ball for the first out of the game
that definitely saved a run since
the Raiders followed up with three
hits and capitalized on an infield
error to salvage one run.

In the fourth, the Raiders had
runners on first and second with
one out when Trotter made a
diving snag in centerfield then
second baseman Gargiulo made

a diving grab of a grounder and
crawled to second in time to
make the third out.

“We played good defense to-
day. We had a few errors in the
beginning then we settle down
and played well,” Trotter said.

“We made some mistakes early.
We made a couple of mistakes in
the middle. When you play a
team like Scotch Plains, you can’t
afford to make mistakes,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Raider first baseman Marino
was involved in three key defen-
sive plays. In the first, he made
a leaping grab of a nearly wild
throw from shortstop to get the
out. The next batter whacked a
double. In the third, he lunged to
snare a liner then ended the
inning by being on the end of a

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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pitcher-to-catcher-to-first double
play. Leftfielder Jeremy Scaldoni
made a fine catch in the fifth
inning.

After Ravetier hauled in leadoff
hitter Zazzali’s line drive in the
first, Gibbons singled and stole
second, Maxwell reached on an
error and Marino looped an RBI

single into shallow right. The
Cougars tied the score in the
second when Gamba legged out
an infield single, advanced to
third on an error and scored on a
wild pitch.

The Cougar fourth presented
some clever base running.
Ravetier slashed a single past

first, advanced to second on
Knight’s sacrifice bunt, sped to
third on Scheer’s single past first
and came dashing home on
Gamba’s suicide squeeze bunt,
making the score, 2-1.

“The coaches on a lefty, as
soon as he lifts his leg, we go.
Gamba squared around and I
took off for the plate,” Ravetier
explained.

“They had that squeeze. Tossed
it to JT. I thought JT had the plate
blocked, but the umpire said is
wasn’t. It was a half a second late
on the toss. Just enough! You
give them an inch, they are going
to take it,” Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock said.

“We will run on anyone, any
catcher in the state. We like to
make the catcher throw,” Trotter
said.

The Raiders added some tricks
of their own in the fifth. Lipshitz
walked and stole second. Max-
well singled to right then stole
his second of three bases, but
the throw from the catcher got
by the second baseman and
Lipshitz scored to tie the score.

Small ball continued in the bot-

tom of the inning. McCaffrey beat
out a bunt single then both run-
ners advanced on a pitch into the
dirt at home. Gargiulo’s little
chopper was just off the glove of
the diving Marino, as Trotter trot-
ted home. With Ravetier at the
plate, another squeeze play was
on the menu, but McCaffrey got
caught in a rundown between
Beirne and third baseman Tyler
O’Brien.

“Jack took off for the plate. I
looked to get the bunt down, but
the pitch was well out of the
zone. There was nothing that I
could really do. I was upset with
myself that I didn’t make an

attempt at it at least,” Ravetier
said.

Ravetier answered, however,
with a single and Knight launched
his RBI sac fly to give the Cou-
gars a 4-2 lead.

Zazzali led off the seventh with
a long double to right-center.
Gibbons attempted to bunt for a
single but was thrown out as
Zazzali dashed to third.

“He was trying to go to third,
and the pitch ran in on him. He
couldn’t get it to third. We thought
we could sneak one in there and
get the tying run on for Maxwell,”
Coach Baylock said.

Zazzali then scored on Lipshitz’s
groundout to short. Ravetier
fanned the fifth batter of the
inning for the final out.

They made like three or four
diving plays and a couple of them
saved runs. I thought the game
was well played by both teams,
pitched well by both teams. I
think our best baseball is still
going to come,” Coach Baylock
said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 100 010 1 3
Cranford 010 120 x 4
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior goalkeeper Megan Welch
withstood a fury of pointblank
shots in the final two minutes,
the final one with 0:03 on the
clock, to preserve a 9-8 victory
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls lacrosse team
over the Cranford Cougars at
Wexler Field in Scotch Plains on
April 9.

Welch’s biggest threats came
from a trio of Cougar sopho-
mores, Megan Power and twins
Sarah and Hannah Ross. Power
was the one who scooped a loose
ball with 0:08 remaining and
charged the net to get off her
shot with 0:03 left only to have
Welch deflect it to her left.

“It’s pretty crazy. I guess some-
times our ‘Ds’ get a little ner-

vous. But I guess I have to be
there to not make them nervous.
Yes! I actually played with Megan
over the summer and fall, be-
cause she is a member of my club
team, so I tend to know how she
plays. She likes to fake a lot. I
know the twins like to fake a lot
too. They would always hang in
the back, and I would make sure
we would have our best two de-
fenders on them so that they
couldn’t get beat,” Welch said.

“She makes huge saves. It’s
nice to know for the defense that
you have somebody like that
behind you to make those big
saves. Megan Power is a good
player. I coach at Club Lacrosse
in the summer. She’s on one of
the older teams. She’s doing a lot
for their program. Megan Welch
today! It’s something about

Cranford. She always steps up.
It’s like Ground Hog Day, be-
cause Megan Welch got her first
win four years ago against
Cranford,” Raider Head Coach
Rob Rafferty said.

The trio accounted for all of the
Cougars’ goals with Sarah Ross
leading the pack with three goals
and a pair of assists. Power
punched in three goals and added
one assist, and Hannah Ross net-
ted two goals and an assist. Kristin
Leu contributed an assist.

“All three, Hannah Ross, Sarah
Ross, Megan Power are sopho-
mores. All are statistical attack
leaders. They set up most plays.
They are the scorers. They get
the ground balls. They are defi-

nitely the players to watch,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Katie DaSilva
said.

“Very quick, athletic, good stick
skills! They are pretty hard to
defend, but we worked hard on
defense, talking and working to-
gether. Even though we gave up
shots on goal, at times they
weren’t great shots. It forces
them not to take great shots,”
Coach Rafferty said.

The Cougars actually did take
more shots at the goal than the
Raiders but a number of them hit
the posts, sailed wide or were
stopped by Welch, who finished
with 17 saves.

“Once again, I attribute that to
poor shot selection, but you can’t
take anything away from the
goalie. She’s a great goalie. We
had a lot of posts [hit] and poor

shot selection today. We were
very frantic on attack, because
we were behind the whole game
until the last nine minutes,”
Coach DaSilva said.

The Raiders had a trio of se-
niors who accounted for all their
scores. Attacker Julie Haggan
flicked in four goals. Center
midfielder Andrea McNeeley
scored three goals, and attacker
Erin Weber stuffed in two goals
and added four assists. Senior
attacker Megan Voorhees added
an assist. Weber and Haggan
took turns roving behind the net
to look for a good cutter.

“Andrea is probably one of the
best I’ve seen cutting, catching
it and shooting it. She catches it
up high and she doesn’t let the
defenders get it. She does a one

SPF’S HAGGAN FIRES IN 4 GOALS, McNEELEY NETS 3; COUGARS POWER & S. ROSS 3 EACH

Raiders Withstand Cougars’ Charge in 9-8 Girls Lax Win

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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cradle and, boom, she scores.
Weber and Julie are very good
passers. They can also do crease
rolls. That’s why I like having
Julie and Erin back there then
have Andrea cut. She has 106
career goals now. She’s tied for
the all-time lead in our school

history,” Coach Rafferty said.
Power gave the Cougars their

only lead when she rippled the
net within the first five minutes,
but it took less than a minute for
McNeeley to score on an assist
from Voorhees. One minute later,
Weber set up Haggan for a score

then McNeeley scored unassisted.
With 14:39 left in the half, Weber
scored unassisted. Leu set up
Sarah Ross to make the score, 4-
2, then Haggan, with Weber’s
assist, made the score, 5-2, at
the half.

It took only 35 seconds in the
second half for Power to notch
her second goal then she fed
Hannah Ross to make the score,
5-4. McNeeley scored with assis-
tance from Weber then Hannah
Ross set up Sarah Ross for a
score. Haggan slammed in an
unassisted goal. Power (Sarah
Ross assist) followed with her
third goal then Sarah Ross tied
the score, 7-7, with 9:06 on the
clock.

Haggan answered on Weber’s
assist then Hannah Ross retied
the scored with the help of Sarah
Ross. With 4:09 remaining, We-
ber scored unassisted to set the
score at 9-8. From that point,
defense was the name of the
game.

The victory was much needed
for the Raiders, especially since
suffering a stinging 13-12 defeat
in the final second against
Livingston on April 2.

“That Livingston game was a

rough game, but it’s finally nice
to get this win, especially against
Cranford. They are kind of our
lacrosse rivals,” Welch said.
Cranford 2 6 8
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 5 4 9

Probitas Verus Honos
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Westfield Blue Devils Jump on Linden Lady Tigers Early in 11-1 Softball Victory

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Westfield Girls Win 4x800, Raider Boys Win Triple Jump at Blue Devil Invitational

More photos next page

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Westfield Girls Win 4x800, Raider Boys Win Triple Jump at Blue Devil Invitational

More photos next page
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Westfield Girls Win 4x800, Raider Boys Win Triple Jump at Blue Devil Invitational

More photos next page
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Westfield Girls Win 4x800, Raider Boys Win Triple Jump at Blue Devil Invitational
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UCC Postpones Plans to Build
Athletic Field in Cranford

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Union County
College has postponed its plans
to construct a sports facility for
its soccer, lacrosse and track
teams.

In a letter sent to Freeholder
Chairman Chris Hudak on Mon-
day, UCC President Margaret M.
McMenamin said, “In light of com-
munity concerns, I have decided
to postpone our plan to construct
the field at our Cranford campus.
In doing so, however, I am seek-
ing your assistance and the as-
sistance of the entire Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders in identifying a suitable

alternative location that would
meet the needs of our students.”

The county has given UCC ac-
cess to Nomahegan Park, located
across the street from the UCC
campus; Shane Walsh Field in
Cranford, Wheeler Park in Lin-
den, Phil Rizzuto Park in Eliza-
beth, Snyder Avenue Field in Ber-
keley Heights, Black Brook Park
in Kenilworth, Meisel Avenue Field
in Springfield, Warinanco Park in
Elizabeth/Roselle, Morris Avenue
Field and Unami Park, which
straddles Cranford, Garwood and
Westfield.

Ms. McMenamin said that “hav-
ing different teams practicing and
playing games at 10 different
locations across the county is not
what we want for our deserving
student-athletes or our county
college.”

According the UCC website, the
lacrosse team plays at Snyder
Park while the soccer program
uses Wheeler Park.

In response to UCC’s decision,
county spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia e-mailed a statement from
the freeholders to The Westfield
Leader on Tuesday afternoon.

“The County of Union and the
Freeholder Board looks forwardPLACING THIRD...Cranford High School sophomore Niko Cappello, left of

center, competed in the NHSCA (National High School Coaches Association)
Tournament in Virginia Beach on March 30 and placed third in the Sophomore
Division at 160-lbs. This made Cappello a two-time High School All-American.
Last year as a freshman Niko placed fourth at 145 pounds in the same NHSCA
tournament.

Cougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar Snacks

The Cranford High School base-
ball team plated four runs in the
bottom of the seventh inning to
edge Steinert, 6-5, in the Roselle
Park Dad’s Club Invitational on
April 12. Tommy Trotter scored
the winning run when Matt

Ravetier ripped a single to right-
center. Ravetier, who also
doubled, finished with two RBI.
Trotter scored twice and had an
RBI. John Oblachinski and Joe
Norton each scored once and
had an RBI.
Steinert 200 100 2 5
Cranford 000 002 4 6

Softball Cougars Top
GL Highlanders, 5-3

Senior Kerry Wischusen smacked
a double and two singles and
added an RBI to lead the Cranford
High School softball team to a 5-
3 victory over Governor
Livingston in Berkeley Heights
on April 11. Alli Verrilli tripled,
scored once and had an RBI for
the 2-4 Cougars.
Cranford 203 000 0 5
Gov. Livingston 000 200 1 3

Cranford Cougars Nip Steinert in Baseball, 6-5

Cougars Top Union
In Baseball, 4-2

The Cranford High School base-
ball team improved to 5-0 with a
4-2 victory over Union on April
11. Tommy Trotter had two hits
and an RBI, Jack McCaffrey
doubled and scored, and Sam
Scheer scored once and added
an RBI. John Oblachinski and
Matt Ravetier each had an RBI.
Pat Knight and Albert Gargiulo
each scored a run.
Cranford 100 210 0 4
Union 000 002 0 2

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
OPPOSED...Colby Lane resident Felicia Van Ostenbridge asks the Cranford Township Committee for its support in
motivating the community to oppose the turf field proposed by Union County College.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
EAGLE SCOUT...Dan Hannen, the son of Cranford Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr., was honored on receiving his
Eagle Scout Award on April 8 at the township committee meeting. Patrick Lynch and Richard Barry also received Eagle
Scout Awards.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Cranford residents
living near Union County Col-
lege (UCC) in the township
urged the Union County Free-
holder Board last Thursday to
do all it could to stop the college
from proceeding with construct-
ing a sports complex at the rear
of the campus on the Cranford/
Westfield border, saying the
project would only make mat-
ters worse in the flood-prone
township.

Plans call for a 100-yard by
65-yard soccer/lacrosse field,
400-meter track with high and
long jump facilities, 104-seat
grandstand area and lighting. It
has been estimated that 700
trees would be removed in a
wooded area consisting of 4.3
acres to make room for the
complex.

Cranford Committeeman Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. said the col-
lege has sent out a solicitation
mailing seeking donations for
the project just a week after the
freeholders decided to include
the $2-million project in the
county’s capital budget.

“It’s a concern of the township
and its residents to prevent a
bad situation as regards flood-
ing from becoming worse. The
removal of the 700 trees will
make that bad situation in Cran-
ford worse,” Mr. Hannen said.

He said the towns along the
watershed sustained $60 mil-
lion in damages from Hurricane
Irene. Mr. Hannen said con-
struction of the field would “dis-
charge additional water into
Nomahegan Lake (located
across the street from the col-
lege) and into the Rahway
River.”

Mr. Hannen asked the free-
holders to work with Cranford
to find alternative locations for
the field, “that will not adversely
impact flooding in the Township

of Cranford.”
Westf ield resident John

McCormack, who resides on
Coolidge Street within 300 yards
of the proposed field on the
UCC campus, said the project
would “over stress the infra-
structure and reduce the qual-
ity of life in both Cranford and
Westfield.”

He said removal of 700 trees
would “considerably increase the
water runoff of this area.”

Mr. McCormack also said that
his street is “monopolized by stu-
dent parking.” He said students
sleep and eat in the cars and
throw fast-food waste in the
street.

“If this project goes through,

you’re not only going to have
daytime parking and traffic,
you’re going to have evening
traffic and parking. You’re going
to have it on the weekends,” Mr.
McCormack said.

He said the project would also
produce noise, stadium lighting
and displacement of wildlife.

“I hope you take this under
consideration and look at the
downside. There’s got to be an-
other alternative,” Mr.
McCormack said.

Several Colby Lane residents,
who live directly behind the cam-
pus where the field is proposed,
also spoke at the meeting.

Chemda “Mindy” Kipness said
1,600 homes in Cranford were
under water from Hurricane
Irene, noting rafts were needed
to remove residents from homes.

to working with Dr. McMenamin
and Union County College in se-
curing the appropriate athletic
facilities and finding a solution
that is mutually beneficial to both
the community and student ath-
letes at the college,” the state-
ment said. “While the County of
Union does not involve itself in
the operations of the college, the
Freeholder Board expressed its
concerns at the onset of this
issue and those of the commu-
nity to the college administra-
tion. The board also said it would
not fund the proposed UCC ath-
letic facility.

“At the same time, we believe it
is imperative to provide access
to the athletic facilities that are
needed for the college’s soccer,
lacrosse and track teams. With
this in mind, we thank Dr.
McMenamin for her willingness
to find alternatives and for her
outstanding leadership and vi-
sion that is continuing to trans-
form Union County College,” ac-
cording to the statement.

As previously reported, UCC’s
plans included a 100-yard by 65-
yard soccer/lacrosse field, 400-
meter track with high and long
jump facilities, 104-seat grand-
stand area and lighting. A reso-
lution from the Cranford Town-
ship Committee opposing the
project stated that some 700
trees would be removed to make
room for the field which would be
constructed at the rear of the
campus on the Cranford/
Westfield border.

“...Opponents (see related story
on page 10) of the college’s pro-
posed Cranford campus field lo-
cation have cited concerns about
flooding and the environment, in
spite of the fact that the pro-
posed plan would actually im-
prove ground water and drain-
age at our location,” Dr.
McMenamin said.

 CR Residents Urge Freeholders to Oppose UCC Field
She said Union County College’s

plan has rain water “piped into
Nomahegan Lake,” resulting in
an additional seven million gal-
lons of water going into the lake
as the 700 trees will no longer be
absorbing rain water.

Randy Lowe added that, “it has
been one storm after aother”
impacting Cranford. He said the
UCC plan “doesn’t make sense.”
He also asked the board to go on
record with a resolution oppos-
ing the project.

“Cranford has always been a
good neighbor to the college.
They are not being a good neigh-
bor to Cranford,” Mr. Lowe said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said
the freeholders are not a reac-
tive board, noting that the pro-
posed field is a “difficult issue”

UCC Postpones
Athletic Field Plans

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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CRANFORD — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
announced that a history grant-
writing workshop will be held
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 23, at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford.

“The grant-writing workshop is
intended for Union County-based
non-profit groups including his-
torical societies, schools, muse-
ums, libraries, municipal gov-
ernments and other organiza-
tions seeking funding for a his-
tory project or event that pro-
motes better understanding of
Union County and New Jersey
history,” said Freeholder Bette

Jane Kowalski, liaison to the Cul-
tural and Heritage Programs Ad-
visory Board. “Attendees will
learn about the two types of com-
petitive grants available through
the Union County History Grant
Program administered by the
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.”

The history staff will present an
overview of the grant program
and a step-by-step approach to
preparing the application budget
and narrative. Applications and
guidelines will be available at the
workshop. Participants are en-
couraged to come prepared to
discuss project or event ideas.

The maximum request for a
General Operating Support
(GOS) grant is $7,500 and it is
available only to Union County-
based history organizations.
Other non-profits may request a
Special Project (SP) grant up to
$5,000. The funds are awarded
on a competitive basis.

Special Project applications
from “Four Centuries in a Week-
end” site participants marking
New Jersey’s 350th birthday
(1664-2014) are encouraged.
The state themes are Diversity,
Innovation and Liberty. Funding
for this program is made avail-
able through the New Jersey His-
torical Commission, a division of
the Department of State.

To confirm attendance at the
April 23 workshop in Cranford or
to receive more information, con-
tact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J.
07202; (908) 436-2912. New
Jersey Relay users may dial 711.
Requests also may be e-mailed
to ewashington@ucnj.org.

Trinity Invites All
For Holy Weekend

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church invites everyone to
celebrate Holy Weekend with its
congregation. Trinity is located
at 119 Forest Avenue in Cranford.
All services will be celebrated by
the Reverend Dr. Gina Walsh-
Minor, rector.

“Join the disciples gathered for
the Last Supper on Maundy
Thursday. Discover something
about what is meant by ‘good’
about Good Friday. All culminat-
ing with the joyful celebration of
the Resurrection on Easter morn-
ing,” said Reverend Walsh-Mi-
nor. The Holy Weekend schedule
is as follows:

Thursday, April 17 – 7 p.m.:
Maundy Thursday and Agape
Meal followed by the Vigil.

Friday, April 18 – 3 p.m.: Sta-
tions of the Cross and 7:30 p.m.:
Good Friday Liturgy.

Easter Sunday, April 20 – 8
a.m. Mass (Holy Eucharist Rite I)
and 10 a.m. Mass (Holy Eucha-
rist Rite II).

Panelists to Help Families
Cope With Food Issues

CRANFORD — Fearless Parent
and The Thinking Moms’ Revolu-
tion will present an event for the
community entitled “Stirring the
Pot: How Food Makes Us Sick,
Keeps Us Well and Drives Us Crazy.”
It will be held on Saturday, May 3,
from noon to 5 p.m., at the Calvary
Tabernacle Church, located at 69
Myrtle Street in Cranford.

Health and nutrition experts
will be on hand to address some
of the pressing food issues faced
by families today and to provide
realistic strategies for parents.
Featured panelists will include
Kelly Brogan, M.D.; Sayer Ji of
GreenMedInfo, a health and nu-
trition informational website;
Jennifer Fugo of Gluten Free
School; Camille Miller of North-
east Organic Farmers Associa-
tion of New Jersey, and Louise
Kuo Habakus of Fearless Parent.

The panelists will offer practical
solutions to common food issues,
special diets and will discuss the
science behind certain diets such
as gluten-free and paleo diets.
Parents will learn how to feed
their families with nutrient dense
foods on a budget as well as the
facts about genetically modified
foods (GMOs). There also will be
a question-and-answer session
in which parents can ask ques-
tions on any food issues.

In addition, the event will fea-
ture a health coach round robin

for parents to get straight an-
swers and easy-to-understand
strategies regarding diet issues
facing families today.

Dozens of local health-conscious
vendors will provide samples of
their products. Attendees will re-
ceive a gift bag, and healthy lunch
options will be available for pur-
chase with advance registration.
To register, visit
fearlessparent.brownpapertickets.com.
More information about the host
organizations is available at
fearlessparent.org and
thinkingmomsrevolution.com.

This event will be open to the
public with an admission cost of
$25/$36 including lunch option
before Friday, April 25, and $35
after April 25 (no lunch option).

Removal of 700 Trees for Sports
Complex In Flood Area Is Illogical

Get your sump pumps ready!
There is a need! The intelligen-
tsia at Union County College are
planning to demolish 4.3 acres of
woodland in Cranford. Their plan
includes a sports field and a track.
Run-off water is to be piped un-
der several streets into the
Nomahegan Lake that connects
to Rahway River! Plans meet
minimum state requirements for
minimal flood control. We in Union
County are still recuperating from
flooding. We need more than
minimum!

Officials and students claimed
this need because of inconve-
nience and a flood zone. Sched-
uling sometimes requires early
or late afternoon practice. Col-
lege vans take too long to get to
the Berkeley Heights sports fa-

cility. They claim they can’t use
the field across the street from
the campus (near the aforemen-
tioned lake) because it is in a
flood zone!

Approximately 84 athletes are
on the teams. Athletes from the
other three campuses would com-
mute to Cranford for practice.
What’s their benefit?

Logical taxpayers and flood vic-
tims know the difference between
want and need. Exacerbating
flooding and misplaced priorities
must be addressed. This is a
serious health and safety issue.
Flood prevention is a need! The
removal of 700 mature trees for
a sports complex in a flood prone
area is an illogical want.

Stanley Kipness
Cranford

Local Letter to the Editor

for the board. He and other free-
holders said they have to get all
the facts on the project before
taking a position, although Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said she is
opposed to the project.

Another resident, Mike Norman,
said a petition opposing the
project has already generated
900 signatures.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Mohamed Jalloh said the board
has to make sure the project is
“sound,” “makes sense” and to
see if the board can provide any
influence on the college regard-
ing the project.

He said the college could con-
struct the field regardless of
whether the county opposes the
project.

Probitas Verus Honos

Union County to Present
History Grant Workshop

Reading is Good For You
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Freeholders to Oppose
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