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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduation has depleted the
attack and defensive positions,
but this year’s Cranford High
School boys lacrosse team is ex-
pected to rely heavily on its strong
group of returning midfielders
and the talent of its three-year
starting goalkeeper.

The Cougars have four return-
ing starters in the midfield with
seniors Cameron Kutzer and
Brendan Halpin, and junior twins
Luke and Mark Christiano. They
will also get some help with jun-
ior Mike Palumbo and freshman
Connor Fitch.

“It’s the most depth we’ve had
in a while, probably since [20]09.
I am really pleased with the re-
turning players. Not only is there
some depth, we have experi-
ence. Brendan has improved his
game immensely over the past
two years. We are looking to
good things from him, utilizing
his speed and abilities. His shot
has gotten a lot better. Luke and
Mark had outstanding sophomore
seasons. They’ve worked hard all
summer. They are multi-sport
athletes with experience from
their other sports that they excel
at. They’ve also developed lead-
ership,” said Cougar Head Coach
Al Reinoso, who added, “We’ve
had a really nice surprise in fresh-
man Connor Fitch and junior Mike
Palumbo have rounded out, so
we have two solid lines.”

Senior Alex Ballas is the only
returning starter in the attack
position and he is expected to
lead by example.

“We are looking for Alex Ballas,
who posted some really good
numbers last year. I am looking

for him to have a similar season,
obviously better. I want him to
not only score but make those
younger guys around him bet-
ter,” Coach Reinoso said.

Although young and somewhat
inexperienced at the varsity la-

crosse level, the Cougars are
loaded with multi-sport athletes
who know what contact is all

SENIORS ALEX BALLAS, CAMERON KUTZER, WILLS ROMAN, BRENDAN HALPIN RETURN

Cougar Boy Laxers Expected to Be Strongest at Midfield
about, especially members of the
ice hockey team.

“We have a lot of kids, who play
tougher sports. We got a couple
of footballs, a couple of wrestlers
and a lot of hockey players. Our
attack is all hockey players. Hope-

fully, they will be able to stand up
with the punishment that comes
with that position,” Coach
Reinoso said.

Rounding out the attack force
will be juniors Mark Pawlick and

Nick Colucci, and sophomore Rich
Hurley.

The all new defense consists of
senior Kyle LaFronz, junior Ryan
Shupp, who started some games
in goal last year, and sophomore
Mike Kleiman. Junior Dan Fay is
the long stick middie.

“The defense is young. The only
long stick that we return is Dan
Fay, who had a real good pre-
season. He looks sharp, he’s quick
and he controls possession well.
The down ‘D’ is inexperienced as
far as returning players, but
they’ve done a good job as far as
developing and understanding
what we are doing,” Coach
Reinoso said.

Three-year starter Wills Roman
will be an asset to the team with
his vast experience and talent.

“Obviously, it’s really good for
us on defense. It’s the most ex-
perience we’ve had on goal for
six years, seven years. We are
looking for Wills to have a strong
season as well as being the quar-
terback and leader back there,”
Coach Reinoso said.

The Cougars select no team
captains but offer a different way
of providing the leadership.

“We have game captains. From
game-to-game we rotate based
on performance and leadership,”
Coach Reinoso said

The Cougars got off to a good
start, winning their season
opener over Edison, 10-0, on
March 26.

“We are a work in progress.
We’ve gotten better with each of
the scrimmages. Yesterday, we
started our season with a win.
We saw a lot of good things. The
team knows our strengths and
weaknesses and we are commit-
ted to improve. We know that if
we continue to do that, we should
be able to have a successful sea-
son,” Coach Reinoso said.

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING COUGAR SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: attacker Alex Ballas, midfielder Cameron Kutzer,
goalkeeper Wills Roman and midfielder Brendan Halpin. To subscribe – goleader.com/subscribe

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four particularly talented fresh-
men added to three tough sopho-
mores, a super junior and three
seniors paved the way for a 16-5
dual meet record for the Cranford
High School wrestling team and
opened the door widely for a very
promising future.

That added depth also helped
the Cougars place second in the
Union County Tournament, seize
the District 11 crown and ad-
vance to the North Jersey, Group
3, Section 2 semifinals. Addition-
ally, one freshman, one sopho-
more and one junior qualified for
the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlan-
tic City (AC).

Junior Gavin Murray won the
UCT, District 11 and Region 3

titles at 138-lbs and remained
unbeaten until he placed second
in the NJSIAA Tournament to
finish 40-1, upping his career
record to 105-13 with 57 career
pins.

Freshman Tom DiGiovanni de-
manded immediate recognition
when he won the UCT title at
113-lbs. He followed up with a
District 11 title and placed third
at Region 3 to qualify for AC
where he won his first bout and
finished with a 34-7 record.

Sophomore Niko Cappello
placed second in the UCT at 160-
lbs, claimed a District 11 title and
placed third in the region to
qualify for AC where he won two
bouts and finished 31-9.

Freshman Chris Scorese pulled
off a spectacular performance in

the District 11 finals to claim the
120-lb title and the Outstanding
Wrestler Award. He went on to
finish 28-7.

Freshman Anthony Capece
placed second in the UCT at 106-
lbs, second in the district and
finished with a 28-13 record.
Freshman Brian McGovern, who
placed third in the UCT at 132-
lbs, won the district title and
finished 23-15,

Senior Corey Birch placed third
in the district at 152-lbs and
finished 21-17. Senior heavy-
weight Jon ElKhoury placed third
in the UCT and the district and
finished 25-13. Senior Mike Pas-
tor placed third in the district and
finished 12-20.

Junior Nick Ballas blossomed
well at the end of the season to

place third in the dis-
trict at 182-lbs and
sophomore Chris
Kiame competed at
170-lbs. Sophomore
Dave Busch placed sec-
ond in the UCT at 126-
lbs and finished 16-18.
Sophomore Andrew
Tompkins placed third
in the district at 145-
lbs and finished 21-16.

“As for the season, I
was happy with reach-
ing the goals that we
set out to accomplish,
but you can never be
satisfied. Doing what
we did this year with
such a young lineup and
a vacant weight class
speaks volumes on how
hard these boys work.
This team has been
such a fun group to
coach and I look for-
ward to many more
successful seasons and
memories with them,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior leadership may lead this
year’s Cranford High School soft-
ball team to a successful sea-
son. Of the six seniors, four were
in the starting lineup last year
and all seven have intended to
lead by example.

“Collectively, the seniors are
displaying tremendous leader-
ship and setting the tone for a
very successful season. Their
level of hard work, commitment,
and enthusiasm about the up-
coming season is evident at ev-
ery practice. The seniors have
been charged with high expec-
tations from the coaches and
they consistently meet or ex-
ceed them on and off the field,”
said Sarah Becker, in her first
year as Cougar Head Coach.

Of the four returning starters,
Kerry Wischusen will play
leftfield, Allison Verrilli will be at
shortstop, Maggie McKay will
play first base and Jessica Casale
will cover centerfield. Senior
Emily Harvan is expected to
spend time on the mound, and
senior Katie Waldner will see
time at first base.

Junior Julia Salinardo, who
started in right field last year,
will remain at that position.
Sophomore Morgan Ferretti was
behind the plate last year and
will do so this season. Sopho-
mores Jennifer Shore and
Candice Durant will play second
base and third base, respec-
tively. Junior Theresa Wetherell
will see some time on the mound,

and freshman Jillian Skalski could
get time behind the plate. Junior
Vienna Stivala could play sec-
ond base or in the outfield.

“The talent is there and expec-
tations are high for these girls,
but they continuously need to
step up to the challenge,” Coach
Becker said.

Presently, Harvan and
Wetherell may share time on the
mound.

“We have two very capable
pitchers whose strengths com-
pliment each other well. At this
stage, I foresee them splitting
time based on how those
strengths can best be used
against each opponent,” Coach
Becker said.

Although things may change
as the season progresses, the
possible starting lineup could be:
1 Casale, 2. Shore, 3.
Wishchusen, 4. Verrilli, 5. McKay,
6. Durant, 7. Salinardo, 8.
Harvan, 9. Ferretti or Skalski.

“Overall there is excitement
among the team and coaches for
a successful season. They are all
hitting the ball well and are solid
defensively. The team is ex-
tremely coachable, maintaining
a positive attitude, and working
well together developing a great
chemistry,” Coach Becker said.

The Cougars were to be put to
the test early when they hosted
Westfield, the defending Union
County Tournament champions,
on April 1. The Cougars will travel
to Clark tomorrow, Friday, April
4, to face the A.L. Johnson Cru-
saders at 4:00 p.m.

MURRAY, DiGIOVANNI, CAPPELLO QUALIFIED FOR NJSIAA TOURNEY AT ATLANTIC CITY

Freshmen Additive Helped Cougar Matmen Finish 16-5
Cougars Have High Hopes

For Success in Softball

David B. Corbin (NJSIAA Tournament in March) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING BIG AT A.C....Cougar Gavin Murray placed second in the NJSIAA tournament at
Atlantic City at 138-lbs. Murray was also named Union County Wrestler of the Year.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Multi-sport athletes headed this
year’s Cranford High School boys
basketball team that was not only
competitive all season but also
was involved in several scorch-
ers that will be talked about for
some time.

“In Cranford we encourage
multi-sport athletes. This is re-
ally a special place where all the
coaches work together to make
sure that we share all the kids,
but more importantly still allow
them to be kids,” Cougar Head

Coach Ryan Huber said.
The 11-13 Cougars were on the

burning side of a one-point
scorcher in their season opening
game against Westfield in
Westfield. However, that loss was
avenged in a big way when the
Cougars, playing possibly their
best game of the season, smoth-
ered the Blue Devils, 61-47, at
the Investors Games at Kean
University in Union.

In that game, senior guard
Tommy Trotter hit for 26 points,
including four 3-pointers. But the
game to remember occurred on

December 27 in Cranford when
Trotter grabbed a rebound,
dribbled the length of the floor
and slipped in a lay-up at the
buzzer to give the Cougars an
86-85 victory over the Marlboro
Mustangs in quadruple overtime.

Trotter, a three-sport athlete,
not only displayed his athleticism
with steals, rebounding and as-
sists, but he also operated on a
“big bang” theory when it came
to most of his scoring. Trotter,
who led the team with an aver-
age of 13.4 points per game —
ppg — (approximately 309

points), banged
in 41 3-pointers
and hit his high
in that category
when he hit five
3-pointers, while
bucketing 26
points against
St. Mary’s.

Senior John
Oblachinski, also
a three-sport
athlete who
signed to play
football at
Georgetown, av-
eraged 9.8 ppg
(approximately
210) led the
team with 7.5 re-
bounds per
game. Senior
Mike Guarriello
averaged 10.7
ppg (252
approx.). His
highest-scoring
game of 21
points (4 3-
pointers) came
against the
Patrick School.
Senior Cameron
Kutzer finished
with 114 points.

Senior Jack

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETE OF THE WEEK...Sophomore varsity lacrosse player
Megan Power scored the game winning goal with 1:04 left against Livingston in
the Cougars season opener, adding to the 4 goals she had already scored. Megan
is currently the team’s leading goal scorer with 9 goals in just 2 games.

SENIORS TROTTER LED TEAM IN SCORING, OBLACHINSKI LED COUGARS IN REBOUNDS

Cougar Boys Battled Every Game, Finish 11-13 in Hoops
McCaffrey, another three-sport
athlete, totaled 197 points and
had a high game of 25 points,
including three 3-pointers,
against Governor Livingston. He
also had a 22-point game against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Multi-
sport athlete Luke Christiano
netted 210 points and had his
highest score of 21 points in the
marathon against Marlboro.

“This team was a pleasure to
coach. They battled every game.
Anyone who follows basketball
knows just how good Union
County basketball is and these
kids stepped up and battled ev-
ery game. We will miss, Tommy,
Johnny, Jack, Cameron, Mike,
Steve and Brian [Bruns], but I
think they have really laid a great
foundation for our younger kids
in terms of showing them what it
takes to be successful,” Coach
Huber said.

Next year, the Cougars will look
again for multi-sport athletes to
lead the charge.

“We only return one starter in
Luke Christiano, but return sev-
eral others who played this year.
Eric Donahue, David Fonseca.
Albert Gargiulo, Joe Norton, Jack
Schetelich, Kevin Trotter, Steve
Wills and Hunter Remley are all
returning letter winners we will
need to put in work in the off
season. Also we have a number
of kids, who played JV, who we
are looking for to step up and
play varsity next year. Next year
too will be unique in that we will
not have a primary scorer, but
rather nine to 12 kids who will
play every game,” Coach Huber
said.

David B. Corbin (January 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST PASSING THROUGH...Cougar senior Mike Guarriello, center, passes the ball through Blue
Devil defenders Ben Schumen, left, and Eric Shor, right, in the Investors games at Kean University
in Union on January 12, 2014. The Cougars got on a hot streak early and kept on it throughout the
game to win, 61-47.

Probitas Verus Honos

Wrap-up Story on page 16 of The Westfield Leader
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Westfield Blue Devils Survive First-Half Shock, Jolt SP-F Raider Boys Lacrosse, 15-6

See more next page

Photos by Dave Corbin
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WF Blue Devils Jolt Raider Boy Laxers, 15-6 Royals Push Past Blue Devil Lady Laxers, 9-6

See more next page

Photos by Dave Corbin
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No. 5 Oak Knoll Lady Royals Push Past Westfield Blue Devils in Girls Lacrosse, 9-6
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION —  Candidates for fed-
eral, state and municipal elec-
tions filed their nominating peti-
tions by Monday’s deadline.

Garwood will see a Republican
mayoral contest in the June Pri-
mary Election between first-term
incumbent Pat Quattrocchi and
Sal Piarulli. The winner will face
former Democratic councilman
Charles Lombardo in November.

In the race for borough council,
Democratic incumbents Sara

Todisco and Louis Petruzzelli are
seeking reelection. Filing nomi-
nating petitions for the GOP are
Carol Kearney and Richard Dolan.

There also is a battle in Garwood
for slots on the borough GOP
Committee between candidates
running under the Regular Re-
publican Organization of Union
County banner and those under
the Conservative Republican title.
In the first district, Gene Jannotti
and Carol Kearney are not chal-
lenged; in the second district,
Glenn A. Sytko is challenged by

Borough Councilman James A.
Mathieu, while Cheryl A.
Niedermaier is being challenged
by Elizabeth Mathieu, and in the
third district, Mayor Quattrocchi
and her husband, John, chair-
man of the local GOP committee,
face opposition from Dominick
and Erika Zurzolo, respectively.
In the fourth district, former coun-
cilman Victor DeFilippo and his
wife, Judy, are opposed by
Salvatore and Linda Morello.

Cranford will see a race be-

Candidates File  for GW Mayor,  Town Councils

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The owner of a
mixed-use property on South Av-
enue across from the Crunch fit-
ness gym and his witnesses last
Wednesday faced another three-
and-a-half hours of questioning,
oftentimes contentious, from of-
ficials and residents in his bid to
get the Garwood Planning Board’s
approval to redevelop the site.

It was the third time in four
months that Nick Tsapatsaris of
LAND of NJ Inc. had gone before
the board. He submitted a sec-
ond modified design at the
board’s March 26 meeting that
would redevelop a single-family
home at 325 South Avenue and
an adjacent property at 331
South Avenue.

That address includes the Panda
House restaurant, the Wireless
Point mobile phone store and the
Ken Nails salon, as well as a
vacant space and three apart-
ments on the second floor.

The frequently laborious and
occasionally heated inquiry ex-
tended past 11 p.m., forcing
Board Chairman Stephen Greet
to adjourn the meeting and to
announce the proceedings would
continue at the panel’s next gath-
ering on Wednesday, April 23.

The latest proposal, which Mr.
Tsapatsaris estimated would cost
“well in excess of $1 million,”
was largely similar to February’s
proposal. The major difference
was the removal of one floor or
residential space turning the
property into a three-story struc-
ture. Otherwise, it remained a
150-foot by 100-foot structure
that would approximately double
the current first-floor retail space
to about 5,000 square feet and
include 12 apartments on the
upper levels.

Along with Mr. Tsapatsaris, his
wife and realtor, Stacey
Tsapatsaris, traffic engineer Jo-
seph Staigar and civil planner
Kathryn Gregory laid out LAND’s

justification for seeking variances
on parking, buffering and a load-
ing area, as well as approval for
the overall site plan.

While questions in previous
meetings concerned, among
other things, the number of apart-
ments, the number of bedrooms
and average square footage, this
time Mr. Tsapatsaris and his as-
sociates were queried largely on
parking, refuse storage and light-
ing.

The most prickly exchanges in-
volved Mr. Tsapatsaris’ attorney,
John Schmidt, and two area resi-
dents, Frank Kelly and Anthony
Prieto, neighbors who live on the
parallel Willow Avenue behind
Mr. Tsapatsaris’ property.

It was revealed at the February
26 meeting, and referenced again
on March 26, that Mr. Kelly owns
the adjacent property at 327
South Avenue and had offered to
sell it to Mr. Tsapatsaris, who
said he rejected the offer be-
cause the price was above mar-
ket value.

Questions by Mr. Kelly and Mr.
Prieto largely focused on traffic
flow and parking availability, tak-
ing particular issue with Mr.
Staigar’s testimony that his
client’s proposed parking solu-
tion was adequate and would not
adversely affect the neighbor-
hood.

Mr. Greet at times had to gavel
the meeting to order and Board
Attorney Donald Fraser chastised
members of the public to ask
specific questions, rather than
make pronouncements or offer
opinions and criticism. Mr. Fraser
also overruled objections by Mr.
Schmidt, characterizing some
questions as “fair” and reword-
ing others for the witnesses to
answer.

During one exchange, Mr.
Schmidt objected to a line of
questioning from Mr. Prieto, who
followed Mr. Kelly’s cross-exami-
nation of Mr. Staigar and asked
him if he could use his informa-

Garwood Owner Faces Questions on Plans for Mixed-Use Lot on S. Ave.
tion to justify Mr. Kelly’s argu-
ment.

“I’m not sure what part of this
half hour of Mr. Kelly’s question-
ing he’s referring to,” Mr. Schmidt
said.

That remark drew an angry re-

sponse from Mr. Kelly, who called
it “antagonistic.”

Mr. Fraser interjected to calm
the tension.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ March 26 pro-
posal includes eight one-bedroom
apartments with an average size

of 895 square feet, and four two-
bedroom apartments with an
average size of 1,100 square
feet. It also was modified to in-
clude an internal garbage chute
that leads to a first-floor room
and a dumpster that would be
moved to a refuse area on the
southwest corner of the prop-
erty.

The February 26 proposal in-
cluded 11 two-bedroom apart-
ments and two one-bedroom
units.

The reduction in bedrooms also
forced the recalculation of the
number of needed parking spots.
The 325-331 site is designed to
have 18 parking spots. Under
the previous configuration, Mr.
Tsapatsaris’ group calculated that
to comply with borough ordi-
nances it would need an addi-
tional 18 places, while Garwood’s
zoning code enforcement officer,
Victor Vinegra, put the number
at 21.

With the new number and size
of apartments, Mr. Vinegra low-
ered his estimate to 16. Besides
the 18 on-site places, Mr.
Tsapatsaris has signed a lease
with the Garwood Rest saloon
350 feet to the east of his prop-
erty on South Avenue for five
places for 10 years, and also has

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
PLANS FOR DEVELOPMENT...Nick Tsapatsaris, right, explains his applica-
tion to redevelop 325-331 South Avenue at the Garwood Planning Board
meeting on March 26 as Zoning Code Officer Victor Vinegra, center, and
planning board secretary Adele Lewis, left, follow along.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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been negotiating with the own-
ers of the largely abandoned
Casale industrial plant to the west
for another 15 at its parking lot
on South Avenue adjacent to the
Garwood Fire Department.

Mr. Tsapatsaris would need a
variance to permit off-site park-
ing, and therefore be in compli-
ance with local ordinances.

The planning board still needs
to discuss the matter among it-
self, and also give the public a
chance to comment and present
evidence on the application. Af-
ter Mr. Tsapatsaris’ group com-
pleted their testimony on March
26, Mr. Greet speculated the
meeting could have lasted until
12:30 to 1 a.m.

He therefore adjourned the
meeting and left it to April 23 to
decide the fate of the applica-
tion.

“It’s very hard to say,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said when asked to
evaluate the project’s chances.
“I saw some positive comments,
but I also heard their concerns.
At this point, it’s quite difficult to
gauge the direction (the board)
would take.”

tween incumbent Republican
township committee members
Andis Kalnins, the current mayor,
and Lisa M. Adubato and Demo-
crats Brian T. McCarthy and Rob-
ert V. Salvatore.

In Scotch Plains, Republican
incumbents William “Bo” Vastine
and Llewellyn Jones are joined
on the GOP ticket by incumbent
Michael “Mickey” Marcus, who
ran as a Democrat four years
ago. They will face Democrats
John Del Sordi, Jr., William “Bill”
Thomas and Luisa Bianco.

In Fanwood, Democratic Coun-
cilmen Kevin Boris and Russell
Huegel have filed for reelection.
No Republicans filed by Monday’s
deadline.

Republican Mountainside Bor-
ough Council incumbents Deanna
Andre and Keith C. Turner are
seeking reelection. No Democrats
filed for council seats.

There is no municipal election
in Westfield this year.

In the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, which includes Fanwood and
most of Scotch Plains, Demo-
crats, Senator Linda Greenstein
(D-14th, Middlesex), Assembly-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-15th, Mercer) and Assembly-
man Upendra J. Chivukula (D-

17th, Somerset), are battling for
their party’s nomination to re-
place Rep. Rush Holt (D), who is
retiring. Also filing for the Demo-
crats is plasma physicist Andrew
Zwicker. Alieta Eck, a medical
doctor, is the Republican candi-
date for the seat.

In the 7th District, three-term
Rep. Leonard Lance (R) is facing
a Primary challenge from David
Larsen for the third consecutive
election cycle. The district includes
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Westfield. Democrat Janice
Kovach, the mayor of Clinton in
Hunterdon County, plans to ap-
peal a decision by the New Jersey
Division of Elections invalidating
a portion of signatures on her
nominating petition, thus giving
her below the number of required
signatures to run, according to
bluejersey.com.

In the race for a full, six-year
U.S. Senate term, four Republi-
cans have filed nominating peti-
tions: Richard Pezzullo of
Monmouth County, Brian
Goldberg of Essex County, Murray
Sabrin and Jeff Bell of Bergen
County. Former FBI agent Rich-
ard Turkavage of Cranford did
not file a petition by Monday’s
deadline. The winner will face
Senator Cory Booker (D).

At the county level, Democrat
incumbent Freeholders Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth, Chris Hudak
of Linden and Vernell Wright of
Union face Primary opposition
from Jorge Batista of Hillside,
Marvelis Perreira of Elizabeth and
Tamara Twitty of Elizabeth run-
ning under the True Democrats
for a Change ballot line. P. Mark
Martini of Westfield is the only
Republican to file for freeholder.

Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte of Union is seeking re-
election for another five-year
term. He faces a challenge in the
Democratic Primary from Jerome
Dunn of Hillside under the True
Democrats for a Change line. No
Republicans filed for surrogate.

Candidates File for GW MayorGW Mixed-Use Local Letters to the Editor

I am seeking the nomination of
Garwood’s Republican voters to
be their candidate for mayor in
November. When my family and
I chose this little town with a big
heart just over seven years ago,
the community welcomed us with
open arms making the transition
extremely easy. We instantly fell
in love with everything Garwood
had to offer, especially for our
children.

Like so many of you, my family
has had to make extremely tough
financial decisions over the last
few years. Property taxes have
weighed heavily upon us since we
bought our home in Garwood.
Unfortunately, an increase in taxes
over the years has corresponded
with a steady decrease in ser-
vices, marked by a lack of sus-
tained direction. We have seen
our property tax bill consistently
go up, yet many of the amenities
that were such a large part of why
we have come to love Garwood
have been taken from us. When
decision makers get in a financial
bind they immediately threaten
services to the taxpayers. As a
property owner and property tax-
payer in our borough, I feel the
pain very acutely of our local and
county governments to raise taxes
as a first instead of last resort.
This year we will hear how our
taxes are only rising a small per-
centage thanks to aid from the
federal government. Well, where
does our local government think
that aid comes from? That money
is generated by us — the taxpay-
ers — and I believe we are not
getting enough return on our in-
vestment.

With decisive leadership, you
will no longer suffer all the ex-
hausting excuses that we hear
every day with the construction

of the athletic field. As mayor, I
will see that the long-delayed
Athletic Field Complex is finally
completed with no more expendi-
ture of your taxpayer dollars. This
project has coasted along with-
out a clear path for far too long.

With your support, I will take
great pride in providing clear and
consistent leadership that does
not come at the cost of taxpayers
or the amenities our families
deserve. I will bring the steady
hand of competent leadership to
Borough Hall that has been lack-
ing these last years. It’s time to
put aside the infighting and be
transparent with every dollar
generated and spent. It’s time
we complete the athletic field for
our kids and stop with the ex-
cuses. Garwood is our town, and
the time has come to better our
lives here and make it that much
more attractive. When visitors to
the area drive through they
should say to themselves, “Wow,
what a great little town.“

The middle child of Italian im-
migrants, I have been blessed
with four beautiful children and
an amazing wife who also serves
as the vice-president of the
Garwood PTA. Thanks to hard
work and determination, I have
been extremely successful in the
business world, launching pro-
grams and products that have
generated revenues in excess of
$700 million by paying close at-
tention to budgets and maximiz-
ing the return on our invest-
ments. I have also been fortu-
nate to be a part of the Dean
Michael Clarizio Cancer Founda-
tion (www.dmccf.com) as vice-
president of marketing. Com-
prised of a small group of volun-
teers inspired by the vision of my

Sal Piarulli Announces
Campaign for Garwood Mayor

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Enjoy Milk and Cookies
With Cast of Dear Edwina

CRANFORD — Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) Children’s pro-
duction of Dear Edwina returns
for three performances to CDC
Theatre on Friday, April 11, at
7:30 p.m. and Saturday, April
12, at noon and 3 p.m.

The star of her own show, Edwina
Spoonapple, invites the audience
to have cookies and milk with the
cast after each show. Learn how
to “Sing Your Own Song” with
Edwina and her friends.

General admission tickets are

$12 and may be purchased at
the door. For more information
visit www.cdctheatre.org. CDC
Theatre is at 78 Winans Avenue
in Cranford.

Funding for this production has
been made possible in part by
the New Jersey State Council of
the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National
Endowment of the Arts, through
a grant administered by the Union
County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Probitas Verus Honos
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In the June 3rd Republican pri-
mary, we are seeking election as
Garwood’s representatives to the
Union County Republican Com-
mittee from our respective vot-
ing districts. We believe that
Garwood’s GOP needs to go in a
more conservative direction and
be a stronger and more effective
advocate for Garwood’s
homeowners, businesses, and
property taxpayers. We believe
our party needs to be more re-
sponsive to its voters and more
open to new candidates and new
ideas. For these reasons, we are
running as Conservative Repub-
licans to be the new leaders of
Garwood’s GOP.

In addition to our commitment
to the Republican Party, we all
have several important things in
common. We are all parents (or
very soon will be!). We are all
homeowners in Garwood and pay
its property taxes. We have all
fallen deeply in love with this
little town and are committed to
making its future even brighter.
And we all believe government
should be the servant of its citi-
zens rather than their burden-
some taskmaster.

We believe it is time for a change
in the leadership of Garwood’s
GOP. The current Republican
mayor and local GOP chairman
are to be commended for step-
ping up to lead our party and for
the efforts they have put forth to
date. But all organizations must
adapt to change if they are to
grow, thrive, and remain effec-
tive. Political parties, in particu-
lar, must go through periods of
renewal and revitalization. Now
is such a time of rejuvenation for
Garwood’s GOP.

No matter who wins the Com-
mittee election on June 3rd, it is

Garwood’s GOP that will emerge
triumphant. Please join us in this
conversation over the future di-
rection of our party. We will each
be reaching out to the Republi-
can Primary voters in our respec-
tive districts along with our Con-
servative Republican candidate
for mayor, Sal Piarulli. We will be
communicating to you our vision
for Garwood’s future while being
sure to listen to your opinions
and ideas. After all, it’s you—the
voters—who are our bosses. We
hope you’ll hire us for the job of
leading Garwood’s GOP in a new
and vibrant direction.

Alex Grohol D1
Jim and Liz Mathieu D2

Dominick and Erika Zurzolo D3
Sal and Linda Piarulli D4

Group Challenges GOP Leadership
In Coming Garwood Primary

Letters to the Editor Cont.

childhood friend, the DMCCF has
raised over $400,000 with every
dime going to families fighting
this horrible disease.

I am not afraid to give my
opinion and I am not seeking to
be all things to all people, nor am
I hoping to win some popularity
contest. Rather, Garwood’s GOP
needs wholesale change in its
leadership which provides no ef-
fective counter to the big gov-
ernment taxing and spending
programs of the local Democrats.
Because of all these reasons and
all of the missed opportunities to
improve our borough these past
three plus years, on June 3rd I
am asking for your nomination
as the Republican candidate for
mayor as the first step in making
Garwood great.

Salvatore Piarulli
Candidate for Mayor

Garwood

Sal Piarulli for Mayor

Chamber to Hold
Networking Event

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce’s next
networking event will be held
Wednesday, April 16, at noon at
Brooklyn Pizza, 2 South Avenue,
East. The guest speaker will be
Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak. Chief Wozniak was re-
cently appointed the new police
chief on March 1st.

 Networking events will be held
monthly at various business lo-
cations in Cranford. RSVP’s are
recommended by calling (908)
272-6114. The cost for chamber
members is $10 and non-mem-
bers are $15.

GARWOOD GETS NEW LIONS...The Garwood Lions Club recently installed
new members at The Station restaurant in Garwood. Pictured with sponsor Sara
Todisco, center, left to right, are: Mike Martin, Kevin Clark, Paul Tarantino,
Ann Palmer and Lou Petruzzelli. Known primarily for collecting used eye-
glasses, the Lions also support various vision projects throughout New Jersey as
well as local youth baseball, Scouting and community events. For membership
information, call President Peg Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

Cranford Historical Society
Slates ‘Memory and Dress’

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will present
“Memory and Dress” with cos-
tume curator Gail Alterman this
Sunday, April 6, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
at The Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum, located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford. The pro-
gram will begin at 2:15 p.m.

Some people save an article of
clothing because it was some-
thing special or was a particular
favorite. Maybe an item was worn
for a special occasion, or is the
result of a specific event in life
that was not their wedding. Even
men save articles of clothing —
most veterans save their uni-
forms.

Attendees are invited to bring

to the program articles of cloth-
ing that have special personal
meaning, tell why they saved it
and to share their memories of
shopping in town centers that
were not indoor malls.

Admission is free. Space is
limited, so reservations are re-
quired. To reserve a seat, call
the Historical Society’s office
at (908) 276-0082 or send an
e-mai l  to
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Establ ished in 1928, the
Cranford Historical Society, a
non-profit organization, is dedi-
cated to the preservation and
perpetuation of Cranford’s his-
tory. For more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Library to Present
Sinatra Tribute

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library will present “A
Touch of Sinatra,” a tribute to
Frank Sinatra, on Wednesday,
April 23, at 7 p.m. Performed by
Donnie Farraro and narrated by
Joe Gilligan, this hour-plus musi-
cal show will highlight the singer’s
most famous tunes and relate
anecdotes from his life and ca-
reer.

Through Sinatra’s array of hits
songs and albums during the
1940s and 1950s, he left behind
a massive catalog of work that
includes such iconic tunes as
“Love and Marriage,” “Fly Me to
the Moon,” “Summer Wind” and,
of course, “New York, New York.”

Registration is required for this
event and may be done in person
at the library, by calling (908)
789-1670, or at the interactive
calendar found on the library’s
website at youseemore.com/
garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, behind
the Lincoln School complex. Li-
brary hours are Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri-
days, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Alice Mae Doyle, 84, Was Longtime
Resident of Cranford and Westfield

Alice Mae Doyle of Cranford,
N.J. passed on Thursday, March
27, 2014, peacefully at home
with her husband, William A.
Doyle, at her side.

Alice was born in
Newark, N.J. on June
22, 1929. She was
84 years old and was
a longtime resident
of Cranford and
Westfield for over 57
years.

She is survived by
her husband of more
than 62 years of mar-
riage, William A.; her
children, Carol and
Robert Dinsmore of
Cranford, William
and Claudia Doyle of
East Windsor, James
and Linda Doyle of Kearney, Mo.,
Kathleen P. Dinsmore of Cranford,
Thomas and Rose Doyle of
Corinth, N.Y., Timothy W. Doyle
of New Hampton, N.H., and Mark
and Veronica Doyle of Cranford.
She also was the beloved mother
of the late Patrick K. Doyle.

Alice also is survived by 13
grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren along with numer-

ous nieces and nephews. Alice is
the daughter of the late James
Hewitt and Ethel Vermilyea. She
is the sister-in-law to Elsie

Vermilyea and was
predeceased by her
sister, Dorothy, and
her brother, James
Hewitt. Alice is the
sister-in-law to
Claire and the late
Edward Smith of
Verona, N.J. and the
late Brother Walter
Doyle, S.J.

A 1947 graduate of
East Orange High
School, Alice was
employed by NJ Bell
for many years as a
telephone operator.

A Mass was held on
Tuesday, April 1, at St. Mary’s
Church in Newark. Interment fol-
lowed at Gate of Heaven Cem-
etery in East Hanover, N.J.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Memorial Home, 12 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford. For online con-
dolences, visit
grayfuneralhomes.com.

April 3, 2014

Alice Mae Doyle

– Obituaries –
CRANFORD — The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue,
will hold a special 10 a.m. wor-
ship service this Sunday, April 6,
featuring Presbyterian Church
(USA) missionary the Reverend
Nadia Ayoub. Reverend Ayoub
will preach about the
Syrophoenician woman, Mark
7:24-29, and touch upon her
experiences implementing
church-related early-childhood
education programs for Roma
children in marginalized commu-
nities. A reception will follow. All
are welcome.

When International Mission or-
ganization representative Michael
Parker returned from a trip to the
Ukraine in April 2009, he handed
a report to the PCUSA telling
tales of extreme educational,
health and socio-economic dep-
rivation. He wrote, “…upon cross-
ing the border from Hungary to
Ukraine, though only a few hun-
dred yards, one passes from a
modern European state into what
was once the Soviet Union – and
a forgotten and isolated part at
that.” He entreated the group to

address the poverty, discrimina-
tion and social separation in this
country that suffered 100 per-
cent unemployment in 2009.

Reverend Ayoub felt called to
help the people and has been
serving in Karpatalia-Ukraine at
the invitation of the Hungarian
Reformed Church in Carpath-
Ukraine since 2010, where she
organizes classes for 4- to- 8-
year-olds. Her work has improved
their self-esteem as well as the
status of the Roma children and
their parents in the eyes of both
other Roma and those of the
larger Ukrainian society.

Since August 2012, her class
size has grown to include 3- to
14-year-olds and adults. In ad-
dition to her work with the Roma
children, she is working with in-
ternational and national full-time
volunteers to develop a compre-
hensive early-childhood devel-
opment program that can be used
by other communities in Central
and Eastern Europe.

To learn more about the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford,
visit firstprescranford.org or call
(908) 276-8440.

Missionary From Ukraine
To Speak Sunday at Church

Tricky Tray-Brunch
To Benefit Animals

GARWOOD — Summit Animal
Rescue Association (SARA) will
host its sixth annual Tricky Tray
Auction and Brunch this Sunday,
April 6, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at
The Westwood, located at 438
North Avenue in Garwood.

Admission is $50 per person and
will include a brunch buffet with
omelet station, coffee, tea, juice,
soda, dessert, five tricky tray auc-
tion tickets and a door prize ticket.

“Our Tricky Tray is a fun way to
raise money to help SARA carry
on its mission of rescuing ani-
mals in need, giving them medi-
cal attention and rehab, and car-
ing for them until homes are
found,” said Barbara Durant of
Scotch Plains, SARA’s treasurer.

More than 75 gift baskets will be
featured, including a Vizio Smart
TV, a Kindle Fire, Coach purses
and a spa day for four. Seating is
limited. For tickets, contact Mary
Roland at (732) 236-9305 or
mjeroland@gmail.com.

SARA is an all-volunteer, non-
profit 501(c)(3) charitable orga-
nization headquartered in Ber-
keley Heights, with weekly adop-
tion sites in Garwood, Gillette,
Old Bridge and Watchung. The
organization has found homes
for over 5,000 animals since
2002. Additionally, SARA pro-
vides low-cost resources to spay
and neuter feral cats. One hun-
dred percent of all donations and
funds raised go directly to the
care and feeding of animals. For
more information about SARA,
visit sararescue.com.

MEET THE CAST...Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) Children’s production of
Dear Edwina returns for three performances to CDC Theatre on Friday, April
11, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, April 12, at noon and 3 p.m.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold
their Lenten fish fry by Thistles
on Friday, April 11, from 6 to 8
p.m. at their Council Hall.

This year baked fish will be
offered, as well as the traditional
fried fish; chicken also will be
available. Tickets are $13 in ad-
vance and $15 at the door; the
cost for children under age 12 is
$10. Participants may dine in or
take out their meals.

Tickets can be obtained at the

Council Hall weekdays after 4:30
p.m. or on weekends after 2 p.m.
For more information, call (908)
789-9809 or contact Dennis Clark
at (908) 247-5389.

The Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus Council Hall is located at
37 South Avenue in Garwood,
across from the Pathmark store.
Parking is available in the back
lot, off of Willow Avenue.
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