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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Key defensive plays when it
was needed insured the Cranford
High School football team a 20-
14 victory over the Somerville
Pioneers at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 20. The
1-1 Cougars scored the first 20
points of the game in the first
half, but the 0-2 Pioneers got a
touchdown (TD) late in the sec-
ond quarter, another early in the
fourth and threatened heavily in

CHRISTIANO SCORES 2 TOUCHDOWNS, INTERCEPTS; WALKER TOUCHDOWN, KEY SACK

Cougar Footballers Unsettle Pioneers’ Final Drives, 20-14
the final six minutes.

“We still haven’t played a full
game of offensive football. We
switched halves. Tonight we
played the first half, but the dif-
ference was we were able to
finish this week and score. Last
week against Watchung Hills, I
though we played a good second
half offensively, but we just
couldn’t finish inside the 25 three
times. Some of that has to be
attributed to Somerville. They
stepped up their game in the
second half. As we gain experi-
ence, we have to understand that

people aren’t going to go away.
They are going to fight to the
end,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The key series of defensive
plays came when the Pioneers
had a second down at the
Cranford 25 and defensive back
Donavin Walker, with the help of
defensive end Steve Baglieri,
sacked quarterback Joe Lucas
for an 11-yard loss. After a seven-
yard gain, Lucas took to the air
on fourth down, but Walker was
there to bat it down.

“You just have to keep your
head in the game. They contin-
ued the drive and we stopped
them. Steve Bags [Baglieri]
helped me out there. I wrapped

him up and he helped then I CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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momentum,” he said.
Against the Pioneers, Walker

capped a six-play, 46-yard drive
with a four-yard TD run around
the left side.

“We were in our hammer pack-

age, and we had Niko Cappello
blocking and Steve Bags. I just
bounced it out, because there
was no hole and got around the
defense and scored,” Walker said.

Early in the second quarter,

Cougar linebacker Colin Scanlon,
who made eight tackles, inter-
cepted Lucas’ pass at the
Somerville 43. After an incom-
plete pass, Christiano broke loose
around the right sideline and
sprinted 43 yards for the TD with
8:51 on the clock. Next, the Cou-
gars got good field possession on
the Somerville 46. Christiano
carried for eight yards then on
the next play, Oblachinski con-
nected with Christiano over the
center and the result was a 38-
yard TD with 5:31 remaining in
the half.

“The first one, it was just veer
and I got great blocking from
Jack McCaffrey on the outside.
From there, it was an easy run
into the end zone. On the pass,
its called the hot route which
Johnny threw it right to me and I
scored,” Christiano said.

Kickoff return specialist
Keyshawn Newton put Somerville
in great field position with a 64-
yard return to the Cougar 20.
Seven plays later, Patrick Trinidad
scored from seven yards out.
The point after was good.

The Cougars failed to put to-
gether any drives in the second
half, but the Pioneers scored early
in the fourth quarter on a 16-
yard TD run from Lucas. From
that point, the Cougars’ defense
rejected further Pioneer scoring.
Linebacker Rob Delsandro led
the Cougars with his involve-
ment in 12 tackles.

“It was the defensive plays that
they made in the second half.
They stepped up at a point where
Somerville had grabbed the mo-
mentum and we stopped it. It
was Donavin with the big sack on
the series before then Luke with
the pick at the end. We talk
about being in position to make
plays, and both of those guys
were able to do it,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars’ next foe will be
against host Summit this Friday,
September 27, at 7 p.m.

“We have a good team. We are
going to come out and try to beat
them. I am confident with my
team,” Walker said.
Somerville   0   7   0 7 14
Cranford   7 13   0 0 20

dropped a pick [interception],”
Walked said with a little chuckle.

The Pioneers did, however, get
another chance with time run-
ning out, but this time defensive
back Luke Christiano read Lucas’
mind and intercepted his pass at
the Cranford 45 and returned it
33 yards, setting up the Cougars’
opportunity to run out the clock.

“Coaches told me to play deep,
because the game was getting
near the end. You have to play
pass responsibilities then I read
the halfback option, got the pick,”
Christiano explained.

Walker and Christiano also
played a major role in the scor-
ing. Unlike with their game with
Watchung Hills where they had
most of their offense in the sec-
ond half, the Cougars chewed up
140 yards, including two TDs, on
the ground and added a 38-yard
TD reception in the first half.

Against Watchung Hills, Walker
got the Cougars rolling with a 78-
yard rushing TD at the beginning
of the second half.

“It felt really good getting that
run in, getting my team some
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Soccer Cougar Boys Bury Farmers, 4-2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Kerry Wischusen, a senior on the varsity tennis team was
2-0 in regular season matches this week. She was also 3-1 at the Union County Tournament taking fifth
place overall at third singles. Luke Christiano, a junior on the varsity football team, scored two
touchdowns and had one interception, nine tackles and accumulated a total of 136 yards in the Cougar
home opener and win against Somerville.
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K.P. Dragons Dethrone Lady Blue Devils for Union County Tournament Championship

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

More photos – next page
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K.P. Dragons Dethrone Lady Blue Devils for Union County Tournament Championship
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* Westfield Blue Devil Footballers ‘Sack Attack’ Hillborough Raiders in 28-9 Triumph *

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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* Westfield Blue Devil Footballers ‘Sack Attack’ Hillborough Raiders in 28-9 Triumph *

More photos available



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-8  Thursday, September 26, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

* Scotch Plains-Fanwood Lady Raiders Defeat the Westfield Blue Devils, 2-0, in Soccer *

More photos on file
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* Hillside Comets Streak Past Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in Final Minutes, 28-24 *
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Garwood Council Hears of
Paterson Write-In Bid

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At the council
meeting Tuesday night, Plan-
ning Board Member Bruce Pater-
son announced he will be a
write-in candidate for Borough
Council in the Tues-
day, November 5,
General Election,
seeking one of the
two council seats up
for grabs. Two can-
didates are on the
ballot for the elec-
tion, Republicans Jim
Mathieu (incumbent)
and Mike Martin. No
Democrats have filed
to run.

In other meeting
news, council mem-
bers approved the purchase of
a dump truck for $117,382. The
stainless steel spreader and

Bruce Paterson

plow will be bought separately
and cost about $45,000. Mr.
Mathieu voted no. He said pre-
viously that he did not want the
borough to incur more debt.

Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello told the council that
the paving of Gallows Hill Road

on the eastern border
with Cranford has been
completed. The news
was heartily welcomed
by council members,
who noted the street,
which sits within the
border of and was paid
for by Cranford, has
been a source of com-
plaints for about a de-
cade.

Douglas Stoffer was
sworn in as captain of
the Garwood Police De-

partment. He replaces James
Pipala, who retired earlier this

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Township offi-
cials asked residents to be pa-
tient and careful during the infra-
structure renovations taking
place near the Hillside Avenue
School. Mayor Thomas Hannen
said at the Township Committee’s
meeting on Tuesday that two 25-
foot pipes are being delivered as
part of renovation work on the
tunnel under the Lehigh Valley
railroad line that runs near the
school’s property. He said it was
important for parents to urge
their children to stay away from
the pipes and the project site
while work is completed during
the next two weeks.

And Commissioner Kevin
Campbell noted that the road-
work on Centennial Avenue has
been causing “some inconve-
nience” for drivers but said the
project should be completed by
November. A 1,100-foot section
of Centennial Avenue is being
widened by Union County in an
effort to reduce traffic congestion
in the area. The added roadway is
also going to allow for a dedicated
left-turn lane on northbound Hill-
side Avenue and a similar one on
the southbound side of Myrtle
Avenue. A new traffic signal is
being placed at the Centennial
and Hillside Avenues intersection
and existing signals are being
replaced at Centennial Avenue’s
intersections with Myrtle Avenue
and Wall Street. The new signals
will be timed with the aim of
improving traffic flow. In addi-
tion, curbing and sidewalks along
Centennial Avenue bordering the
Hillside Avenue School property
are being replaced.

In other business at the
committee’s 35-minute meeting,
three ordinances were intro-

duced, all of which will be voted
upon at public hearings on Octo-
ber 22. The first clarifies the 15-
foot setback for residential swim-
ming pools while, the second
excludes three residential prop-
erties located within the special
improvement district from hav-
ing to pay the fees that fund the
commercial district’s marketing
and other activities.

The third ordinance sets forth
position titles and sets salary
guides for certain management
and other positions with the town-
ship government. Commissioner
Lisa Adubato said that a commit-
tee looking into Cranford’s salary
ordinance found that the
township’s pay levels were “sub-
stantially under market.” She said
the new ordinance would help
the municipal government “at-
tract and retain the best-quali-
fied employees.” But Deputy
Mayor Edward O’Malley, the lone
commissioner to vote against its
introduction, felt now was not
the right time to consider its
enactment given the township’s
current negotiations with three
labor unions representing town-
ship employees.

Township Manager Joseph
Hartnett told the committee that
the township’s health coverage
policies are expiring soon and
that he and his staff are “hard at
work” at securing new coverage.
Commissioner Andis Kalnins
noted that the township had
earned what he called a “very
passing score” on a state-spon-
sored “best practices” checklist
that could have resulted, in the
event of a poor score, in a reduc-
tion in annual state aid.

Mr. Kalnins also reminded resi-
dents that the annual town-wide
garage sale will be held on Satur-
day, October 5. Registration
forms are available at

www.cranfordprojecthome.org,
and the form and a $20 registra-
tion fee can be sent to Project
Home of Cranford, P.O. Box 724,
Cranford, N.J. 07016. Forms are
due by Tuesday, October 1. Com-
missioner Kevin Campbell re-
minded residents that the an-
nual bulk waste curbside pickup
begins on the first weekend of
October. Residents wishing to
dispose of large household items
can contact the township health
department for details and to
purchase a permit.

To open the meeting, members
of Girl Scout Troop 40867 led the
committee in the salute to the
flag. And Deputy Mayor O’Malley
presented certificates to three lo-
cal businesses — Scaturro’s Pizze-
ria and Café, Cesar Kai Karate and
Il Gabbiano Restaurant — for their
efforts at adopting environmen-
tally-sustainable practices as part
of the town’s Go Green initiative.

LaSALLE CLUB...The Westfield Leader made headlines at the Benefit Car Show
in Clark at Oak Ridge Park on September 22. Pictured, left to right,  are:  Chuck
LePovidiven, Lorraine Lonegan and United States Senate Republican candidate
Steve Lonegan and John Quattrocchi, Garwood Republican chairman.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood
Monday, September 9, John Kot,

42, of Garwood was arrested for
outstanding warrants,  presenting
a false government document and
hindering apprehension after a field
investigation. According to police,
Kot was stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation on September 2, at
which time he presented police
with a valid driver’s license out of
Florida with a different name than
his own.

One week later, Kot was cor-
rectly identified by another officer
and the suspect admitted that he
used the fictitious license to avoid
arrest for the warrants, authori-
ties reported. He was transported
to headquarters, processed and
bail was set at $70,000.

POLICE BLOTTER

Cranford Township Urges Caution
At Centennial Avenue Work Site
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year. Capt. Stoffer is a 14-year
veteran of the department, ac-
cording to the department’s
website. He was most recently
a lieutenant assigned to the
patrol division.

Regarding Mr. Paterson’s
write-in foray: Mr. Paterson, 62,
who routinely questions mem-
bers of the council and school
board in open session, said,
“[Garwood is] a Democrat town,
but it’s not like I’m making it
political,” Mr. Paterson said, fol-
lowing the meeting. “The Demo-
crats and Republicans work very
well together on a local side.
But at this point, they need a
choice. So I’m putting my name
in it. It’s an uphill battle, no
doubt about it, because write-
ins are tough.”

Mr. Paterson, a 22-year
Garwood resident, said he is a
Democrat but not a member of
the regular party. He said he
made his decision on Friday
despite having discussed run-
ning in the June Primary with
the local Democratic Party.

He decided against entering
the race because if he ran on
the Democratic line, he would
have to support the county level
regular Democrats. He said he
is constantly fighting the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, all of whom are Demo-
crats.

Mr. Paterson and Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi ran as Republicans
for the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders in 2004.

Garwood Democratic Party
Chairman Charles Lombardo said
in June he was unable to entice
anyone to run in the primary
despite hundreds of phone calls.
While not asking for financial
support from the local Demo-
cratic Party, Mr. Paterson said
he would appreciate “some sort
of minor blessing.”

Mr. Paterson’s announcement
adds another twist to an already

peculiar election, one in which
the local Republican Party en-
dorsed sitting council member
Steve Blaufeder and Mr. Martin,
but not incumbent Mr. Mathieu.
Mr. Blaufeder was then defeated
in the Primary Election.

“There’s two people running
right now, one of them I feel
shouldn’t be on the council,” Mr.
Paterson said, referring to Mr.
Mathieu. “My part of that plat-
form is I’d like to unseat that
person. That’s part of my moti-
vation.”

The Cranford and Kenilworth
native who is a mechanical engi-
neer with 40 years in construc-
tion, said taxes and the redevel-
opment of industrial properties
on North Avenue are two pre-
dominant issues in the town.

“I think I would lend a good
expertise to the upcoming dis-
cussions for the area in need of
development,” Mr. Paterson
said.

Despite his opposition to Mr.
Mathieu, the incumbent Repub-
lican was pleased by Mr.
Paterson’s declaration.

“I welcome him to the race.
The more, the merrier,” Mr.
Mathieu said. “I think it’s al-
ways a better thing when the
public has a greater choice of
people.

“I was disappointed the Demo-
crats didn’t have somebody. I
told Bruce Paterson a long time
ago I thought that he should
run. There are lot of people who
I don’t necessarily agree with
politically, but who are involved,
and know things, and should
have a voice on council, and
Bruce Paterson was one of
them.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi, whose hus-
band, John Quattrocchi is
Garwood Republican Party chair-
man, also was pleased with Mr.
Paterson’s candidacy.

“We welcome any good candi-
date who is willing to put them-

selves out there,” she said.
“When you put yourself out
there, you’re opening yourself
up to criticism from all corners.”

Garwood Council Hears of Paterson Write-in Bid County GOP Women to
Host Second of Info. Series

CRANFORD — On Wednesday,
October 2, the Union County Re-

publican Women will be hosting
the second event of their free
Information Series. Taking place
at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter at 7:30 p.m., the evening’s
program will feature two speak-
ers, Jason Stverak and James
O’Keefe III.

Jason Stverak is the president
of Franklin Center for Govern-
ment and Public Integrity. An
expert in non-profit journalism,
he is an advocate for fiscal re-
sponsibility and government
transparency. His work has been
published in Forbes and The
Washington Times among oth-
ers and he has been a frequent
guest on Fox News to discuss
regional and national issues. Mr.
Stverak received his Bachelor’s
of Arts degree in Foreign Service
from Baylor University and is a
member of the Association of
Investigative Reporters and Edi-
tors.

Mr. O’Keefe is the founder and
president of Project Veritas, a
non-profit organization dedicated
to developing a national network
of effective and courageous un-
dercover citizen journalists. His
investigations have exposed cor-
ruption and malfeasance in ma-
jor taxpayer-funded institutions,
including but not limited to,
ACORN, Planned Parenthood,
public education, labor unions
and many others. Author of The
New York Times bestseller
“Breakthrough: Our Guerilla War
to Expose Fraud and Save De-
mocracy,” Mr. O’Keefe is a gradu-
ate of Rutgers University, and
the recipient of the Robert Novak
Award for Journalistic Excellence
(2011).

Subjects to be covered will be
media bias and voter fraud. The
event is open to the general pub-
lic and admission is free. The
Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Calvary Marks 85th Year,
Resumes Worship Schedule

education, worship and fun. “We
Are Family” is the theme for this
year’s activities and lessons that
will emphasize the importance of
being part of a church family.

Continuing this fall will be the
1:15 p.m. Thursday afternoon wor-
ship service, which includes a brief
spoken service and Holy Com-
munion. Lasting approximately 40
minutes, this service has great
appeal to the congregation’s older
members who cannot attend a
morning service.

Fall activities also offer oppor-
tunities for participating in the
adult and hand-bell choirs.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
congregation of the New Jersey
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA), serv-
ing the Cranford-Westfield area
and surrounding communities.

The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay is
pastor and Jeanne Elmuccio is
music director.

For further information about
worship services, activities and
directions, please call the church
office at (908) 276-2418.

CRANFORD — Calvary Lutheran
Church, located at 108 Eastman
Street in Cranford, returns to its
fall and winter schedule on Sun-
day, September 29, after cel-
ebrating its 85th anniversary this
month.

Calvary held its first worship
services in Cranford in July 1928
and officially formed a congrega-
tion with 49 charter members on
September 16 of that year. The
congregation moved to its cur-
rent location at the corner of
Eastman and Holly Streets in
1931 and officially purchased the
property in 1936.

This year Sunday worship ser-
vices, including a full liturgy and
Holy Communion, again will be
offered at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

September 29 also will be Rally
Day at Calvary as the Sunday
School kicks off its year with a
“Family Reunion” in the church’s
Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School children from
kindergarten through seventh
grade and their families will be
welcomed back to a new year of

Garwood Cleanup Set For October 5
GARWOOD — The Ninth An-

nual Clean Communities Litter
Cleanup Day will be held in
Garwood on Saturday, October
5, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This
event will take place rain or
shine.

Volunteer services, neighbor-
hoods, social and school groups
as well as individuals are in-
vited to work together to re-

duce the amount of litter accu-
mulating in various parts of the
borough.

Supervision must be provided
for all children’s groups and all
participants must provide their
own transportation to the mu-
nicipal building to get their sup-
plies and site assignments. The
municipal building is located at
403 South Avenue in Garwood.


