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RIEPE (3 RBI), REILLY, WHITE (5 RBI) 4 HITS EACH; VEGLIA 3 HITS, 4 RUNS; FRIEDLANDER 3 HITS

St. George Grounds St. Jude for St. Bart’s Softball Title, 19-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning just beyond the
centerfield fence at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains in the top of
the ninth inning on Labor Day
persuaded St. Jude to abandon
its quest for the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
championship that ended in a
19-4 triumph by St. George.

Prior to the title game that
began at noon, St. Jude expended
much of its energy squeaking by
St. Anthony, 10-9, in the Losers
Bracket final, but just after that
game hopes were still high by
members of both teams.

“I have been in the league for,
I think, 14 years. This is my
seventh appearance. I won six
times. It’s not because of me. It’s
because of the guys behind me.

Those guys all played hard. I am
just a little part of the field play-
ing out there now. I don’t know if
luck has everything to do with it,
but I am just happy to be out
here,” said St. Jude player Lou
Balestriere.

“I have been in the league for
26 years. I’ve had fun every single
year. This is my fourth time in
the championship, and we are
two-for-three so far, and expect-
ing to make it three-for-four. I
was with Tom Henderson, I think
it was called St. Thomas at the
time, and St. Killian with Harry
Semple. I am looking for a big
win,” said St. George veteran
Floyd Roberts.

Roberts got his wish and so did
his teammates, including leadoff
hitter Gerry Riepe, who was in
his first championship game in

his entire 22-year history (ac-
cording to stats experts). Riepe,
who had three RBI and a run
scored, was one of three team-
mates with four hits in the 31-hit
pummeling. Mike White singled
all four times and knocked in five
runs, and Dennis Reilly tapped
four singles and scored twice.

George pitcher John Veglia
(RBI) singled three times, walked
once and scored all four times.
Joe Ursino had three singles,
scored twice and had an RBI. Jeff
Friedlander rapped three singles
and added two RBI. Glenn Gang
tripled, singled and scored twice.
Roberts, Kevin Stines and Coady
Brown each contributed a single,

an RBI and a run scored, and
John DeProspero (RBI) singled
twice and scored twice. Mike
Walch singled, scored twice and
had two RBI.

St. Jude also had a decent
amount of hits with 17. Matt Daly
singled three times and had two
RBI. Daryl Fornuff (RBI), Joe
DeChiaro and Sal Gano each
singled twice. Rob Del Cid singled,
doubled, walked and scored once.
Rich Wustefeld scored twice. Tony
Blasi and Tom DeCataldo each
had an RBI single, and Lou
Messano singled and scored once.

Jude shortstop Messano pulled
off back-to-back slick plays in
the sixth inning. Second baseman
Balestriere pulled off a sneaky,
gotcha putout in the fourth, and
Billy Aumenta made a pair of fine
catches in centerfield. George

shortstop Gang turned a double
play in the second inning, and
third baseman Walch turned an-
other in the third. Leftfielder
Stines grabbed a liner in the
fourth and nailed the runner off
base at second for a double play,
then made a sliding snag in the
fifth just before Walch converted
a diving smother to a putout.

St. Jude scored a run on three
singles in the top of the first, but
St. George retaliated with four
runs on four hits, a dropped fly
ball and a walk. St George then
seized an 8-1 lead with four runs
on five hits in the third. Brown’s
RBI single and Riepe’s two-run
single elevated George’s lead to
11-1 in the fourth.

Del Cid drilled a ground-rule

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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double in the fifth and scored on
Daly’s RBI single, but George
answered with a pair of runs then
added three more on five hits in
the sixth and two more on four
hits in the seventh. Jude doubled
its run count with RBI singles
from Daly and Blasi in the eighth

then George made the score 19-
4 with Robert’s RBI sacrifice fly.

When Gano stepped to the plate
to lead off the ninth, lightning
struck. Both teams immediately
lined up and shook hands.
St. Jude 100 010 02 4
St. George 404 323 21 19

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eighteen minutes of relatively
even play changed abruptly to a
one-sided shelling on the part of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team that
claimed a 3-0 victory over the
Parsippany Hills Lady Vikings in
Scotch Plains on September 7.

The 1-0 Raiders got off 12 shots
on goal in the scoreless first half
and added another 13 in the
second half, while the Vikings
managed only two shots in each
half. Raider goalkeepers, senior
Angela Rastelli, needed only to
make one save in the first half
and freshman Andrea Leitner
made one in the second half.

The Raiders’ constant pressure
really began to show signs of
dominance when middie Jodie

Cornwell ripped a right-to-left
shot that sent Viking goalkeeper
Rochelle Blaire diving to the
ground. Forwards Tori Baliatico,
Kelly Yeager and Paige
Vanbuskirk contributed to the
shelling, and when midfielder
Kathryn Cunningham launched a
corner kick, middle back Alyssa
Riporti would charge in and add
fuel to the firefight.

“She [Riporti] is an athletic kid,
who is a very good soccer player.
She is so strong in the back that
I can use her in the middle and up
front more. The girls played pretty
well for a first game. We are a
very young team. We have some
kids who played very well. Alyssa
in the back, probably one of the
best defenders in the state. Hav-
ing her back there controlling
things is a huge asset. Kathryn

Cunningham and Jodie Cornwell
in the middle and up top, we
have two very fast kids with Kelly
Yeager and Tori Baliatico. They
put a lot of pressure on them
then they come with Paige
Vanbuskirk, who played a great
game for us today,” Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing said.

Blaire had a very busy day and
made 19 saves.

“Their goalie was very good.
She had very good saves, but it
was our mistake by not playing
to the corners, which gave her an
advantage of saving,” Baliatico
said.

“She was very athletic. I think
we made her look a little bit
better with point blank shots, but
she made some very nice saves
that kept them in the game, but
we really took it to them. The

SPF’S JODIE CORNWELL, TORI BALIATICO, PAIGE VANBUSKIRK FIRE IN ONE GOAL APIECE

Soccer Raiders Rise to Level Par. Hills Lady Vikings, 3-0
first half, we had 12 shots. In the
second half, I’m sure it was more
than that,” Coach Ewing said.

The Raiders’ constant batter-
ing finally paid off when Cornwell
received a pass and tapped a
shot into the lower right side of
the net with 25:40 remaining in
the game.

According to Cornwell, “Alyssa
dribbled through a lot of people,
passed the ball. I dribbled past
one person and tapped it into the
net. Alyssa definitely helped us
out in the back. She is a good
player to have.”

Within a very short span of 15
seconds, Baliatico, on an assist
from Vanbuskirk, slid a goal past

Blaire.
“It was right off of their kick.

They served really high and Paige
got the ball and pushed it through.
I dribbled up and shot it right
under the goalie,” Baliatico ex-
plained.

In less than three minutes,
Vanbuskirk took a pass and con-
verted it to goal number three.

“I had a ball passed to me from
about the 18 from Jill Lapidus. I
turned around the defender and
scored,” said Vanbuskirk, who
added, “I was happy how we
performed. A lot of teams doubt
us, because we graduated a lot
of players. We came out to prove
that we are still the same team.”

The 3-0 spread allowed the
Raiders to bring in their reserveProbitas Verus Honos
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players, but the pressure on the
Viking defenders remained.

“We know how to pressure from
our formation, a 4-4-2. Every-
one has to step up and mark. By
our pressuring, we didn’t allow
them to get to our defense and
we kept it on our offense,”

Baliatico said.
“We came out with a lot of

energy. It was a really good start
to the season. This gives us mo-
mentum,” Cornwell said.
Parsippany Hills 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 3 3
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By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford’s Town-
ship Committee, on Tuesday
night, resolved to authorize an
application for the 2013 Union
County Kids Recreation Fund
Grant (UC-KR Grant) and to es-
tablish a “Complete Streets”
policy that would improve path-
ways for pedestrians and cyclists.

The committee also discussed
the resignation of Township Ad-
ministrator Joseph Hartnett, on-
going capital projects, matters
of litigation, and a new opportu-
nity to stream TV-35 program-
ming content online.

The committee debated whether
to apply for the UC-KR Grant. The
three projects in the application
are a re-grading of the field at
Sherman Park, purchase of play-
ground equipment for Roosevelt
Park and construction of a field
house-concession stand or bath-
room for Memorial Field Park.

Although the deadline to apply
is nearing, several commission-
ers expressed reservations about
the town’s ability to match the
county’s funding contributions,
particularly on the Memorial Field
Park project.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins, the
sole commissioner to ultimately
vote “no” on authorizing the ap-
plication, said that without con-
firmed financial support from the
board of education, which owns
the property at Memorial Field,
the town should not commit to
the project. He noted that Union
County has criticized Cranford for
previous failures to utilize granted
money for projects it could not
match. Mayor Thomas Hannen,
Jr. assured Commissioner Kalnins
that previously unused grant
monies were now being used.

The committee had no reserva-
tions about resolving to establish
a “Complete Streets” policy for

Cranford. “There’s a lot of energy
behind this,” said Deputy Mayor
Edward O’ Malley, noting the speed
with which Rebecca Hoeffler, who
proposed the policy, had gathered
a task force and produced specific
recommendations. The policy will
entail design adjustments to
Cranford streets to increase us-
ability for cyclists, pedestrians and
public-transportation users.

Citizens and commissioners
alike took time to lament Mr.
Hartnett’s recent resignation an-
nouncement. According to a Sep-
tember 3 NJ.com article by Frank
Mustac, Mr. Hartnett’s resigna-
tion letter mentioned “philosophi-
cal differences over how the town-
ship should be managed
[that]…could not be resolved
under this form of government.”

Mary O’Connor, a citizen and plan-
ning board member, asked whether
the town had implemented changes
to the township code, recom-
mended in a 2008 charter study, to
increase the township
administrator’s autonomy. Mayor
Hannen replied that “90 percent”
of the changes had been imple-
mented, and further bylaws were
adopted this year to strengthen
the administrator’s role.

Mr. Hartnett will continue to
serve as administrator until a
suitable replacement can be
found. Commissioner Kevin
Campbell praised Mr. Hartnett,
saying, “He is fully engaged with
the town and I haven’t seen any
dropoff in service [since his an-
nouncement.]”

Mr. Harnett detailed multiple
capital projects that he is still
overseeing, including a shared-
services agreement with Garwood
to resurface Gallows Hill Road, a
fully-funded River Debris clean-
ing project, the delayed-but-pro-
gressing Hillside Avenue Tunnel
project, and information technol-
ogy upgrades to town hall.

Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy provided updates on
township litigation. He said
Cranford had reached a settle-
ment with the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA), which
had counter-sued Cranford after
losing its own suit against New
Jersey’s Department of Environ-
mental Protection for polluting
the Passaic River Watershed.
Cranford declined to pay the
$95,000 settlement requested,
and successfully negotiated a
$25,000 settlement instead.

Mr. McCarthy also reported that
the town’s appeal of the decision
in favor of developers who want
to build on Birchwood Avenue
was proceeding. The town op-
poses the Birchwood develop-
ment because of its placement in
a flood-prone area.  Commis-
sioner Campbell noted that
Cranford is still recovering from
the flooding brought by Hurri-
cane Irene in 2011. He called the
Birchwood development “irratio-
nal” in light of that history.

In other news, Ed Davenport of
Cranford’s TV-35 revealed that
the station will be able to stream
its programming content online
for the next year. The free trial
period came in a package with
some equipment that the station
recently purchased.

Mr. Davenport said the trial
period will give him an opportu-
nity to discern whether Cranford
residents prefer to have an online
viewing option. He also is seek-
ing high-school or adult volun-
teers to help out at the station.

The committee passed two or-
dinances, one to change the
speed limit on Walnut Avenue to
25 m.p.h. from North Avenue to
Lincoln Avenue, and one to man-
date a fee for restaurants that
require a second inspection. The
speed limit ordinance requires
approval at the county level.

Garwood Council Tackles
South Avenue Development

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members agreed Tuesday to pre-
pare resolutions directing the
planning board to conduct rede-
velopment studies on the virtu-
ally abandoned industrial sites
on North and South Avenues.

The study, proposed by Coun-
cilman Bill Nierstedt, will deter-
mine whether Casale Industries
and the old Garwood Paperboard
plant meet the criteria to be de-
clared in need of redevelopment
under the state’s Local and Rede-
velopment Housing law. The dec-
laration is needed before the bor-
ough can rezone the property.

“All that does is say, ‘Hey this
property is in sad shape, that
basically it’s bringing down the
values in the area around it,’” Mr.
Nierstedt said after the meeting.
“It’s allowing the municipality to
embark on the creation of a re-
development plan, which is the
next step.”

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said at
her “state of the borough” meet-
ing last month that the owners
are not interested in selling for
the price buyers are willing to
pay.

She said at one point, there
was a buyer, developer, a con-
tract and a “beautiful project”
but talks fell through. The same
scenario happened a second time,
she said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu ques-
tioned whether the study would
include any consideration of emi-
nent domain. “I just want to make
sure that this council doesn’t in
any way consider eminent do-
main of private property in favor
of another private property,” he
said.

Mr. Nierstedt and Mayor
Quattrocchi assured him it would
not.

“What has been contemplated is

bringing together the owner of the
property and the people who are
interested to try to get them to
negotiate on their own,” Ms.
Quattrocchi said. “It’s getting them
to talk is where we come in.”

Mr. Mathieu also asked whether
it would be appropriate for the
borough to offer tax rebates to
“sweeten the deal.” Ms.
Quattrocchi said anything would
be open for discussion but that
possibility was premature.

He also expressed concern that
property owners were unaware
that the borough was consider-
ing the study. He said their coop-
eration could potentially help. “I
would just caution, people, from
a public relations point of view,
that we represent them, that we
don’t rule over them, just to let
them know, ‘Hey listen. This is
what we’re doing here and we
want to give you a heads up on
it.’”

Mr. Nierstedt said the property
owners are well aware of the
study.

“In terms of being upset, I would
be upset if I lived next door to the
paperboard company. There are
certainly two viewpoints to that.

“Are you required by law to
notify them? No. Are they aware
already? Absolutely,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

However, he said they would
be officially notified and that it
would help to have their consent.

The resolutions will be intro-
duced at the next council meet-
ing.

Council President and Finance
Chairwoman Sara Todisco said
she could not promise that next
year’s property tax hike would
be less than 2 percent per
$100,000 of assessed value. Two
percent is about $60, she said.

Six police officers are changing

Cranford Approves UC Kids Grant,
Adopts ‘Complete Streets’ Policy

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CDC’s Little Shop of
Horrors Opens Oct. 11
CRANFORD - The talented deni-

zens of Skid Row have been re-
hearsing for the upcoming
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
Theatre production of Little Shop
of Horrors, book and lyrics by
Howard Ashman, music by Alan
Menkin.

Down-and-out floral assistant
Seymour Krelborn, played by
Zach Mazouat, becomes an over-
night sensation when he discov-
ers an exotic plant with a myste-
rious craving for fresh blood.

This charming spoof of 1950s
sci-fi movies runs Friday and
Saturday evenings at 8 p.m.
from Friday, October 11, through
Saturday, October 26. For tick-
ets and information, visit
cdctheatre.org or call (908) 276-
7611.

Temple Sisterhood Reveals
Meeting, Upcoming Events

CRANFORD — Jessica Hoff,
president of the Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, has announced that
the Sisterhood’s first meeting of
the year will be on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, at 8 p.m.

The program will be “Sister-
hood Secrets.” Participants will
learn things about members that
they had no idea about. Prizes
will be awarded for the top win-

ners of Sisterhood Secrets. There
also will be a raffle and door
prizes.

Upcoming events include the
Sisterhood Rummage Sale,
scheduled for Sunday, October
27. Some other program events
being planned include one fea-
turing Flavian, a mind reader, for
the Paid Up Membership Meeting
on Tuesday, October 8; a Vodkas
and Latkas event for Saturday,
November 2; Hanukkah Joint Pro-
gram with Sisterhood and
Hadassah on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 3, and Zumba for the meet-
ing of Tuesday, February 18,
2014.

The Judaica Shop will be open
for shopping. Hospitality Chair-
persons Joan Finkelstein and
Sandi Sussman will serve festive
refreshments. For further infor-
mation, call the temple at (908)
276-9231. Prospective members
are welcome to attend.

Stargazing Party Is
Set at Hanson House
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy will hold a Stargaz-
ing Party on Thursday, Septem-
ber 19, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at the
Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Participants are invited to bring
their own telescope or binoculars
or to take a look through Bill
McClain’s professional telescope.

The program will begin indoors
with a brief introduction followed
by an outdoor stargazing party.
Free star charts will be included.
Donations are appreciated. Inter-
ested persons are asked to re-
spond by calling Cranford Park
and Recreation at (908) 709-7283.

Generator Gate,
Devaney MusicFest and

Scanlon Chainsaw
To Union County Manager Faella

and Chairwoman Carter: Which
is it? First you claim that you do
not know the names of the county
and municipal employees that
took county generators home
during Superstorm Sandy;
hence, you prosecuted Tina
Renna to give up the names and
her sources. Having failed in your
prosecution and having spent
tens of thousands of dollars of
our money, you now claim you
have all the names and the mat-
ter is being handled as an inter-
nal personnel matter.

So why did you spend taxpayer
money to get what you now claim
you already had? Thanks Free-
holders for another investigation
done by the Union County
playbook.

The citizens of Union County are
left to swallow the same outcome
as the Devaney Musicfest investi-
gation and Scanlon chainsaw in-
vestigation - no action taken.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

classes and will each receive a
$12,000 salary increase, which
translates to a $35 increase. “So
you can see, we already know
that – one piece of the puzzle is
$35,” Ms. Todisco said. “And of
course, there will be other items
that we can’t predict right now,
health care, pension...” The com-
ment was in response to a ques-
tion posed by Bruce Paterson of
Willow Avenue at the August 27
meeting who wanted the council
to promise not to increase taxes
more than 2 percent.

Mr. Mathieu said he did make
that promise. “I want to reiterate
it in public, on the record. I will
not vote for a budget with more
than a 2 percent tax increase.”

Mr. Paterson told the council
during public comments: “I just
got my tax bill today. It is $8,700.”

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli in-
formed the council that the re-
sults from additional testing on
soil at the Athletic Field Complex
were “consistent” with previous
findings by the borough. The dis-
closure, which means there is no
greater contamination, prompted
council members to enter an un-
scheduled executive session at
the conclusion of the meeting.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
recommended the executive ses-

sion because Flanagan Contract-
ing Group, the builder of the site,
has threatened to sue the bor-
ough over the removal of the soil.

Council members did not take
any action on a proposed bor-
ough-wide reassessment. Tax As-
sessor Annmarie Switzer recom-
mended against a reevaluation
at last month’s meeting, arguing
the action carried a high risk of
increased county taxes without
providing much benefit to the
municipality or its taxpayers.

Ms. Todisco, who is against a
reevaluation, suggested an in-
formal vote but no one made a
motion. Mr. Mathieu has repeat-
edly questioned the “fairness”
and “morality” of using an as-
sessment last conducted in 1984.

Garwood Tackles South Ave. Dev.

Music NJLessons to
Host Recital

GARWOOD - On Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, from 5-6 p.m.
MusicNJLessons.com will host
their first annual music student
recital and new student info ses-
sion  at The Crossroads, 78 North
Avenue, Garwood.

Selections within the recital will
include cultural songs, familiar
children’s tunes, TV and Broad-
way themes, as well as current
pop/rock selections.

For questions or more informa-
tion, call (908) 294-1474 or visit
www.MusicNJLessons.com.

Rigano Earns Graduate
Arts Award

GARWOOD – Louie Rigano of
Garwood was recently awarded
a Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
Graduate Arts Award, which is
the nation’s most generous inde-
pendent scholarship for gradu-
ate study in the arts.

The foundation provides up to
$50,000 per year for up to three
years to selected students “with
exceptional artistic or creative
promise” looking to pursue gradu-
ate degrees in the visual arts, per-
forming arts or creative writing.

This fall, Louie will begin a two
year stint at the Royal College of
Art in London, where he will pur-
sue a Masters of Art degree in the
schools renowned Design Prod-
ucts department. Louie attended
Arthur L. Johnson High School in

Clark and gradu-
ated with a Bach-
elor of Fine Art
degree in Indus-
trial Design and
Environmental
Studies from the
Rhode Island
School of Design.
He later studied

traditional craft techniques in Ja-
pan for a year on a Fulbright
Fellowship.”

Louie Rigano

Letter to the Editor

Floraphile Club Posts
Welcome Back Tea

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will hold
its Welcome Back Tea on Mon-
day, September 16, from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. at the Hanson House,
located at 38 Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

Along with some light refresh-
ments, participants will be treated
to a short presentation on various
types of tea and their origins. They
also will welcome new members,
receive new yearbooks and re-
view club programs for the year.

The club additionally will con-
duct a collection for Cranford Fam-
ily Care. Attendees are asked to
consider bringing an item to do-
nate. Cranford Family Care is in
great need of paper goods, canned
goods and grocery store gift cards.

As always, guests are welcome.
For more information about join-
ing the Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or upcoming events, con-
tact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net. Interested
persons also are invited to like the
club on Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.


