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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces will be looking to fill
some big shoes, but this year’s
Cranford High School football
team has a number of returning
veterans, especially in the de-
fensive secondary, and a prom-
ising group of sophomores, who
have the ability to add depth and
make a strong contribution.

Two years ago, the Cougars
won the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 title and last year, with
quarterback Reggie Green, who
was recruited by the University
of Pittsburgh, the team won its
first playoff game before experi-
encing a setback at the hands of
Palisades Park in the semifinals
to finish with a 7-3 record. Addi-
tionally, the Cougars must re-
place a very competent group of
linebackers and linemen.

“We’ve got a lot of new faces.
What they lacked in experience,
they made up in effort and a lot
of hard work in the off-season.
They expect to win like we have
been able to do the last few
years. We do have to get them in
the fire and ready to perform as
soon as possible. We have a lot of
guys who can play football. They
just need to do it at a varsity
level,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The young Cougars got their
first test at the varsity level in a
scrimmage game with Wayne
Valley on August 27.

OBLACHINSKI ASSUMES QUARTERBACK POSITION; MOST EXPERIENCE IN ‘D’ SECONDARY

Cougar Gridders Hustling to Be Ready on ‘First Snap’
“We had our first scrimmage

against a good Wayne Valley
team. At the beginning, we
weren’t very good. But what I
was proudest of was they knew
they weren’t very good and they
fixed it during the scrimmage.

That shows some maturity. It
shows some toughness. We have
to understand that in a game
situation, we have to be ready
from the first snap and we have
to play until the last one,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Senior John Oblachinski, who
was Green’s primary target last
year with 25 receptions for 235

yards and also ran the ball for a
touchdown and a two-point con-
version, has shifted to quarter-
back. He will man the cornerback
position on defense. Last year he
led the team with six intercep-
tions.

“We expect big things from him.
We think he’s one of the best
athletes in the county. He can do
a lot of things for us at the quar-
terback position both running and

throwing that’s going to put pres-
sure on the defense. This is his
first year starting as a varsity
quarterback. We have to under-
stand that that is where he is at
this point. The sky is the limit for
what he’s going to be able to do,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Sophomore Jack Schetelich has
shown promise as the backup
quarterback, and Oblichinski will
be working with some experi-
enced running backs in senior
Joe DaSilva and juniors Donavin
Walker, Luke Christiano and
Kevin Trotter. Sophomores Sean
Leonard and Ahmad Davis will
also add some depth.

Should Oblachinski decide to
go to the air, he has senior wide
receivers Jack McCaffrey and
Geddy Warner, and sophomore
Joe Norton, along with tight ends
Steve Baglieri (senior) and jun-
ior Jake Matthews. The backfield
expects to get breathing room
from senior center Rob DelSanto,
senior guards Rob
O’Shaughnessy and Jon El-
Khoury, sophomores Will Fries
and Kevin Doran, and senior tack-
les Mike Pastore, Brian Bruns
and Ryan Drew, and junior Nick
Ballas.

“We have a lot of sophomores
on the field. We are going to be
able to play a lot of guys this
year,” Coach Rosenmeier noted.

Baglieri, Bruns and Ballas are
expected to man the defensive
ends, while Pastore,
O’Shaughnessy, Fries and Doran
will plug the interior line. The
linebacker crew will be
DelSandro, sophomore Niko
Cappello, Matthews, junior Colin
Scanlon, Drew and Davis.

On the corners will be
Oblachinski, Walker, Leonard and
McCaffrey, and the safeties will

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AVOIDING THE SACK…Cougar quarterback John Oblachinski, No. 12, avoid being sacked in the scrimmage game
against Wayne Valley at Memorial Field in Cranford on August 27.
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we were able to stop them in the
short yardage situations. It
proves to us that we can play
defense and to do it all the time.
Play the next play and win the
next play,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.

Veteran senior Troy Ketler is
expected to handle the kicking
responsibilities, but Norton is
expected to be a strong backup.

The Cougars’ schedule does not
get any easier and they will jump
right into the fire with their sea-
son opener at Watchung Hills on
Thursday, September 12, at 7
p.m.

“That schedule is certainly a
challenge. We don’t really sweat
anybody. We just want it to be
fair for everybody our size to get
a similar schedule. For now, we
have to play the schedule that’s
in front of us, and I can promise
we will show up every week,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

be DaSilva, Trotter, Christiano
and Schetelich.

“Our most experience returns

in the secondary. We expect to
be good in that area. One of the
keys in the scrimmage was that

Cougar Gridders Hustling to Be Ready on First Snap – Oblachinski is Quarterback
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SENIORS GEE, TROTTER TO BE TERRORS ON OFFENSE; STROTZ IS OUTSIDE RIGHT BACK

Cougar Soccer Boys Looking to Form Strong Team Bond
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Greg Campbell introduced a new
system when he became the head
coach of the Cranford High School
boys soccer team last year, and
with a large senior class, his team
became more competitive as the
season progressed and finished
with a 7-12-5 record.

“Last year we made some re-
ally good strides. We started out
a little rough trying to implement
a new system. We really made
some headway as we went,” he
said.

This season, Coach Campbell
has the opportunity to mold his
Cougars into the type of team
that he really wants.

“We lost a lost 14 seniors. There
are some upsides and some pit-
falls with that. Obviously replac-
ing 14 guys on the roster means
that you have to pull up some
kids who don’t have a lot of var-
sity experience. By clearing out
that much roster space, you also
open a lot of available playing
time. Younger guys knew, com-
ing into this season, there are a
lot of spots to compete for and
we have seen a lot of improve-
ment in our players coming up,”
Coach Campbell said.

Despite having a very young
squad, Coach Campbell has seen
some remarkable progress.

“We have a much smaller se-
nior class this year. That being
said, there is a much higher level
of competition, because we don’t
have as many established posi-
tions. Guys are really battling it
out for these spots. So far the
system has really worked out.
There is a really good team at-
mosphere, and we have had good
results in our first two scrim-
mages — 7-0 against Fair Lawn
and 4-1 against Woodbridge,” he
said.

The few remaining senior vet-
erans, however, have a lot to
offer the young squad. Andrew
Gee has shown strong leadership
as a center midfielder.

“He’s going to be playing an
attacking midfielder spot, basi-
cally running point in the center.
He is going to be a real focal point
for us. He has a lot of skill and
really good field vision. I think
we’ve begun to implement a sys-
tem that really plays to a lot of his
qualities. I am looking for him to
have a big season,” Coach
Campbell said.

“Mr. Hustle” Tommy Trotter
possesses the ability to badger
opposing teams’ backfield and
goalies.

“The kid never stops running.
He’s a great example in training
sessions. We couldn’t ask for a
better striker. He has really found,
from last year to this year, a nose
for the goal. Some strikers just
know where to be and it’s cer-
tainly the case for him,” Coach
Campbell said.

Two other seniors, Kyle Mallon
and Medo Mansour, figure to be
influential up front. Also in the

midfield will be juniors Mark
Christiano and Moises
Phillipsborn.

“We’ve had some nice addi-
tions, who have made great
strides in the off-season, Kyle on
outside wing and Medo on the
other. In the center we are run-
ning two juniors who have shown
great promise, Mark and Moises,
who have done a nice job con-
trolling that central midfield
tempo. They are learning to play
with and for each other,” Coach
Campbell said.

Senior returning starter Peter

Strotz is expected to be a leading
defender as the outside right
back. “He’s always a solid de-
fender, not afraid to go in for a
50-50. He wins a lot of headers,”
Coach Campbell said.

Senior Brandon DeOliveira will
be the stopper, junior Chris
Didzbalis will be at left side back
and junior Erik Monteagudo will
be at sweeper.

“Brandon has been playing club
ball, but he came out for the
school program this year. He has
been a rock at that stopper spot,
and he can really play with his
feet as well. He has good field
vision at that spot. Chris and Erik
have really set up that back line,
so I am excited moving into the
regular season,” Coach Campbell
said.

Competition also exists for the
keeper position with senior Ian
Hay and sophomore Dominic
Meliado.

“They each bring different
things to the table. Ian is a big
body. He covers a lot of the net,
and he’s tough to get around to
put that ball in. Dominic is a little
bit smaller, but he has a little
more technical ability. He has
had some pretty extensive keeper
training, and he has a feel for the
position

The Cougars are eager to get
into action when they open their
season at St. Joseph’s on Satur-
day, September 7 at 10:00 a.m.

“Our mental outlook is really
great. Because there is so much
competition and I took a smaller
number of players. When there
is that many fewer guys to find
playing time for, it benefits ev-
erybody, because every guy is
going to see playing time every
single game. We are well on our
way to forming that team bond
that is so necessary,” Coach
Campbell said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRIMMAGE BATTLE…The Cougars, in white, battled Fair Lawn in a recent scrimmage at Memorial Field.
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Blue Devil Gridders Handled the Somerville Pioneers in Scrimmage Game at Kehler
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Planning
Board members have unani-
mously approved a variance per-
mitting a homeowner to build a
second-floor addition closer to
the front edge of his property
than ordinances allow.

Ivan Pacella, of 324 Willow Av-
enue, is building a suite for his
widowed mother-in-law over the
left side of his single-family home,
which includes the garage. The
house is 17.7 feet from the prop-
erty line instead of the required
25 feet.

“The variance is necessary be-
cause part of the existing first
floor is closer than 25 feet from
the front property line,” Mr.
Pacella’s attorney, Gary Maher,
explained at the August 28 plan-
ning board meeting. “The appli-
cants want to build straight up
above that existing first floor.”

After board member Bill
Nierstedt expressed concern
about “front-yard creep,” among
other things, Mr. Pacella agreed
to three caveats. He must sign a
deed restriction that will prohibit
him or any future property owner
from turning the home into a
two-family dwelling; he must
reconfigure his two-car driveway
into a one-car space, and there
will be no further front-yard en-
croachment.

Mr. Pacella and his wife,
Philomena, purchased the more
than century-old home six years
ago. His father-in-law recently
died, and his mother-in-law
moved in.

“Basically what we want to do is
give her her own little space that
if she wants, she can be with us,
or if she needs that one day on
her own, she can just go and
she’s got her own bedroom, her
own living and her own bath-
room,” Mr. Pacella said.

The addition also includes cre-
ating another bedroom so all of
his children can have their own

rooms, he added.
Mr. Pacella said if he had to

follow the 25-foot setback for the
second floor, he would lose eight
feet of the bedroom for his
mother-in-law and would not be
able to have a separate bedroom
for his son. He said the house
also would look “ridiculous, with
a flat roof in the front and going
straight up.”

Mr. Nierstedt told Mr. Maher
that the property could conform
to the requirements and still have
a pitched roof. He pressed Mr.
Maher to show how granting the
variance would be beneficial to
the public as opposed to only his
client.

“There’s really no detriment,”
Mr. Maher said in response. “The
house already is in that space.
Certainly it would be a detriment
if the applicant had to follow the
existing setback and build kind
of a setback second floor, which
I suppose he could do within the
zoning, but it would look hid-
eous.”

Architect Arthur Henn testified
that the house would be no closer
to the street than the houses on
either side. He said he consid-
ered pushing the second floor
addition back, but it would have
changed the air flow.

“Basically, we would have had
to increase the amount of circu-
lation space,” Mr. Henn said. “We
have a small little hallway now,
thus making the proposed addi-
tion a bigger volume than we
really need. Keeping it forward
would basically compact the sec-
ond floor and give us the space
that we need.”

He added that pushing the sec-
ond floor back could potentially
cast shadows on neighboring
properties. “Keeping it forward,
it falls on the house, and it allows
the people on the left some light,
especially that morning light, the
morning sun,” he said.

Mr. Nierstedt also expressed
concern about the two-car drive-

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Planning Board passed
a resolution on August 21 to
recommend the Complete Streets
program be considered by the
township committee. The rec-
ommendation followed a presen-
tation by Rebecca Hoeffer of
Cranford and Ranjit Walsia, a
planner from Clark, who said the
program would make Cranford
more convenient for motorists,
pedestrians, bicyclists and pub-
lic-transportation riders.

According to Mr. Walsia, the
program is part of a nationwide
movement to make getting
around towns safer and easier.
Ms. Hoeffer, who is a third-gen-
eration resident, said she be-
came interested in the program
after having a very hard time
trying to cross Centennial Av-
enue with two small children in
tow. She has gotten 101 people
to sign a petition in favor of the
program and has written out a
policy for making streets easier
to negotiate for children, cyclists
and the elderly.

The program suggests bike
lockers be put at the Cranford
Train Station and changes be
made in the downtown parking
program. Mr. Walsia said he has
been advising Ms. Hoeffer on a
pro bono basis. He also said new
policies, if adopted, may not be
one-size-fits all, saying certain
policies may be specific to ad-
dressing the needs of young pe-
destrians, senior citizens or the
disabled. He suggested making
changes where appropriate.

Board member Rita LaBrutta
commented, “When I walk around
town, there are places that I
avoid.”

Everyone agreed that the inter-
section of North and Centennial
Avenues is dangerous. Also in
recent months a pedestrian was
struck by a car while crossing the
street near the train station. Parts
of the program, if adopted by the
township committee after rec-
ommendation of the planning
board, might include new signage,
countdown lights to help persons
wanting to cross the street, new
paving, curb cuts, and an educa-
tional program fostered through
the school district and the town-
ship TV channel.

Mr. Walsia said the township
must prioritize what it wants to
do first, perhaps by working with
the Cranford Police Department.

“You have to figure out what
would be appropriate and fea-
sible,” he said. He also suggested
that grant money might be avail-
able from the state for some
projects.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. said,
“We may be eligible for some
funding through NJ Transit.”

Board member Peter Taylor
questioned the need for the pro-
gram. The rest of the board
agreed that there were problem
spots in town for cyclists as well
as pedestrians and motorists.

Gw Planning Bd. OKs 2nd Floor on Willow
way that is in front of a one-car
garage, and that while Mr. Pacella
is not planning to turn his home
into a two-family, the prospect
would be tempting for future
buyers. It was the impetus for
requiring the deed restriction,
reconfiguring the driveway to a
one-car space and prohibiting
any further encroachment toward
the street.

In other meeting news, Mr.
Nierstedt chastised Mr. Maher
for submitting a 30-year-old sur-
vey for an application for a park-
ing variance on Center Street.
Erminia Savino Livieri is building
four apartments above existing
retail shops. The survey showed
a vacant lot.

“Couldn’t you at least have got-
ten an updated survey?” Mr.
Nierstedt asked, adding that he
is in support of the project.
“Should we even move on this?
As far as I’m concerned, the prop-
erty is vacant.”

Mr. Maher apologized. After a
15-minute recess, he asked the
matter be postponed to the
Wednesday, September 25
meeting. “We feel it is prudent to
accept Mr. Nierstedt’s very rea-
sonable and probably wise sug-
gestion,” he said.

Spaghetti Dinner
To Benefit Ill Teen

KENILWORTH — A spaghetti
and meatball dinner to benefit a
15-year-old cancer patient will
be held on Friday, September
27, from 6 to 10 p.m. at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, lo-
cated at 33 South 21st Street in
Kenilworth.

Tylor Collins of Clark has been
stricken with Ewing sarcoma, a
rare bone cancer. The “Friends of
Tylor” are seeking support for
him and his family. Tickets to the
dinner are $20. For tickets and
more information, call (908) 276-
9769 or write to:
friendsoftylor@yahoo.com.

Rosary Altar Society
Plans Showboat Trip
GARWOOD — The Rosary Altar

Society of the Church of St. Anne
in Garwood has planned a trip to
the Showboat in Atlantic City for
Sunday, September 29. The bus
will leave from St. Anne’s Church,
located at 325 Second Avenue in
Garwood, at 11:30 a.m. sharp
and will return at approximately
9:30 p.m.

The cost is $30 per person with
a slot return. Interested persons
are asked to make their reserva-
tions as soon as possible by call-
ing Jennie at (908) 789-0778 or
Eileen at (908) 789-0414.

Cranford Bd. Recommends
‘Complete Streets’ Program
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Salvatore Chiarelli to
Perform at Garwood Library

GARWOOD — Salvatore
Chiarelli, will return to the
Garwood Public Library for a
musical encore on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, at 7 p.m.

A native of New York City, Mr.
Chiarelli was vocally trained in both
Italy and New York City for the opera
stage. He has been heard on televi-
sion and radio, as well as on the
opera stages of both North America
and Europe. In addition, he has
performed as a soloist on satellite
television, reaching 75 countries
around the world. At the very outset
of his vocal training, this
tenor won an audition in
Manhattan to be a soloist
for a five-week concert
tour of Italy.

In 2006, Mr. Chiarelli
recorded his first CD en-
titled “Due Terre, Un
Cuore,” which includes
fifteen tracks of opera,
Neapolitan songs, and
musical theater. In
January of 2011, Mr.
Chiarelli has completed
the recording of his sec-
ond CD. He was a final-
ist in the New York State
regional singing com-
petition in 2006 and 2007 and was
a recipient of the 2008-2009 Dis-
tinguished Artist Award from the
Town of Oyster Bay, Long Island.
In September of 2008, he had an
award winning performance at
Hofstra University.

In the last five years, Mr.
Chiarelli has performed in over
200 concerts and shows in more
than 150 town and cities in the
N.Y. Metro -Tri State area. Dur-
ing this time period Mr. Chiarelli
has sung for over 20,000 fans,
singing to capacity – sold out –
standing room only crowds wher-
ever he performs.

Some of the venues include:
concert halls, theaters, auditori-
ums, cable T.V., playhouses, ca-
tering halls, country clubs, res-

taurants, churches, synagogues,
colleges, universities, schools,
cultural centers, community cen-
ters, private communities, civic
organizations, libraries, parks,
outdoor festivals and stadiums.

In 2008, Mr.Chiarelli performed
the lead role of Turridu in the
opera Cavalleria Rusticana with
Brooklyn Repertory Opera. With
overwhelmingly positive reviews,
Salvatore gave a repeated per-
formance with The West Side Op-
era in Manhattan. Because of his
success with Turridu, Mr. Chiarelli

was offered the role of
Canio in the Capital
Opera’s production of
I, Pagliacci treating the
Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia audience to, as a
reviewer wrote- “ a
truly splendid evening
of Leoncavallo”. He is
currently learning the
principal roles from the
opera Tosca, Andrea
Chenier, Otello, Manon
Lescaut and Turandot.

Mr. Chiarelli received
his Masters Degree in
Music Education with
honors at Hunter Col-

lege and passed the NYS Teach-
ers Exam. He has taught music in
the New York City Public School
System at the middle and high
school levels and is currently
studying voice with the acclaimed
and world renowned William Gla-
zier in Manhattan.

Registration is required for this
event and may be done in person at
the Library, by phone (908) 789-
1670, or at the Library’s interactive
calendar found on their website
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue (cor-
ner of Walnut Street). Hours of
operation are: Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Fri-
day 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Salvatore Chiarelli

Jannotti Elected to
World Country, Line

DanceSport Federation
GARWOOD — Gene Jannotti of

Garwood was elected as First Vice
President of the World Country
and Line DanceSport Federation
(WCLDSF). Mr. Jannotti is the
founder and President of the US
Country and Line DanceSport Fed-
eration, a non-profit 501c3 corpo-
ration established to permit coun-
try dancers to compete at the
World DanceSport Games (WSDF).

The WSDF inaugural games will
take place in Kaohsiung, Taiwan
from September 15-21. Mr.
Jannotti will be coaching a team of
two U.S. dancers who will com-
pete against dancers from seven
other countries for gold, silver and
bronze medals. These games are
under the umbrella of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (IOC)
following the format of the Olym-
pic Games and will be televised
throughout Asia with an expected
20,000 daily spectators.

Jeff Bartholomew, president of
WCLDS, stated that he very much
welcomed Gene to the world orga-
nization bringing his many years
of dance experience combined with
his corporate background to this
important position.

Gene Jannotti

Deutscher Club to Host
German Day

CLARK — The Deutscher Club
of Clark will host Deutscher Tag
(German Day) on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22, from 12 noon to 6
p.m.

Admission $5 per person, chil-
dren under 12 free. The event
will feature food, fun and family
entertainment with music by the
Philadelphia German Brass Band.

The event is outdoors and will
be held rain or shine. Tables,
parking and children’s activities
will be available.

German and American food and
beverages will be sold. No out-
side food or beverages permit-
ted. No skates, skateboards, bi-
cycles or glass containers or dogs
are allowed

For more information, call (732)
574-8600 or visit
www.deutscherclub.usa.

Garwood Knights Set
Date For Blood Drive
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Sunday, Septem-
ber 29, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
their council hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood, op-
posite PathMark.

Everyone who donates blood
between now and January 14,
2014 will be entered into a sweep-
stakes to win two tickets to the
Super Bowl in February at Met
Life Stadium.

Parking is available behind the
building off Willow Avenue (turn at
Marty Shoes). For more informa-
tion, call Chairman Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389 or e-mail
Dcmacvsog@msn.com, call
Brenda Saunders at the Blood Cen-
ter of New Jersey at (973) 676-
4700, extension no. 144, or visit
bloodnj.org or e-mail
bcnj@bloodnj.org.

Free Square Dance
On Tap Sept. 10

CLARK — Y Squares, a square
dancing club located in Clark,
invites the public to a free square
dance geared for novices start-
ing at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 10. It will take place
at Frank K. Hehnly School, lo-
cated at 590 Raritan Road in
Clark.

New dancers unable to attend
this event also are welcome to
subsequent dances that will be
held on the following Tuesdays,
September 17 and 24.

Square dancing does not re-
quire any prior knowledge or
training and offers everyone an
opportunity to make new friends
while at the same time being
mentally and physically stimu-
lated, according to the Y Squares.

Square dancing is an aerobic
activity and is done with a part-
ner. All ages are welcome. For
further information, call Sunny
at (732) 499-7726 or George
and Barbara at (732) 548-8537.

Garwood Dem Club
Slates Casino Outing
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Democratic Club will host a bus
trip to the Sands Casino in
Bethlehem, Pa. on Saturday,
September 21. The Sands not
only features the casino floor,
but a food court, restaurants
and an outlet shopping mall as
well, all within the same com-
plex.

The bus will leave Garwood from
West Street, between Willow Av-
enue and South Avenue, at 10
a.m. sharp and will return to
Garwood at approximately 8 p.m.
Each ticket is $30 with $20 being
returned in slot play, along with
a $5 food voucher.

Everyone is welcome to partici-
pate in this event, regardless of
political affiliation. For further
information or to purchase tick-
ets, call Charles Lombardo at
(908) 789-0508.

Probitas Verus Honos


