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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School quarter-
back John Oblachinski, facing a
fourth-and-eight situation, after
both teams’ offenses had been
neutralized during the third quar-
ter and most of the fourth, de-
cided to go for it and found suc-
cess when wide receiver Dan
DeLayo made a spectacular leap-
ing circus catch at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood eight yard-line,
which totally changed the com-
plexion of the showdown between
the Cougars and the Raiders dur-

ing Homecoming in Scotch Plains
on October 19.

Oblachinski followed up on
DeLayo’s heroics with a five-yard
run and a three-yard touchdown
(TD) plunge to give the 4-2 Cou-
gars a two-touchdown advan-
tage with 3:33 remaining in the
game to force the 2-4 Raiders’
offense into a desperation mode
that failed then running back Luke
Christiano drove the nail in the
coffin with a 65-yard TD sprint
with 1:11 remaining to give the
Cougars a 34-14 victory.

“He has the best hands. The

most ridiculous catches and that’s
exactly what happened. If I am
winging one up there, I want
DeLayo. He makes spectacular
catches,” Oblachinski said.

“We did neutralize each other.
We were bouncing back-and-
forth. Number 26 [DeLayo] made
a play. Emendo [Thomas — quar-
terback] makes plays, Rashan
[Gary — lineman] makes plays,
Kobe [White — running back]
makes plays for us. We have to
get a guy like 26 to make a play.
I never saw him on film. I knew
number 21, 36, 12, but he came
and made a play. That was the
game,” Raider Head Coach Jon
Stack said.

The Cougars totaled 152 rush-
ing yards on 21 carries in the first

half and added another 131 on
19 carries in the second half to
total 283 yards. Oblachinski (No.
12), who finished with 89 yards
rushing, completed five of 10
passes for 68 yards in the first
half, including a 15-yard TD strike
to Christiano (No. 21), and tacked
on that fateful 22-yard comple-
tion to DeLayo in the second half.
In addition to his 65-yard vic-
tory-sealing TD, Christiano, who
also had a 16-yard reception,
added respective TD runs of four
yards and 36 yards in the first
half and finished with a total of
127 yards on six carries. Run-
ning back Donavin Walker (No.
36) carried 17 times for 62 yards.
Ed Norton had two receptions for
20 yards and Jack McCaffrey had
one for 17 yards.

The Raiders stuck exclusively
to the ground in the first half,

with the exception of one short
pass that ended up in a fumble,
and ground out 135 yards on 17
carries. The wheel spinning in
the second half yielded only 29
rushing yards and Thomas man-
aged to complete seven passes
for 69 yards. Of those comple-
tions, tight end Ryan Jensen had
three receptions for 20 yards
and wide receiver Jordan Jones
had two receptions for 22 yards.

Thomas carried 22 times for 87
yards, including a 25-yard TD
run. White carried nine times for
72 yards, including a 40-yard TD
run on the first offensive play of
the game after a fine kickoff re-
turn from Jones, to give the Raid-
ers a 7-0 lead with just 24 sec-
onds off the clock.

The Cougars responded with
an eight-play (3 successful pass

CHRISTIANO SCORES 4 TDs; OBLACHINSKI RUNS FOR 1; RAIDERS THOMAS, WHITE GET 1 EACH

Cougars’ Circus Catch Stuns SPF Raider Gridders, 34-14
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Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, October 24, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

plays), 72-yard scoring drive
ending with Oblachinski’s 15-yard
TD strike to Christiano to knot
the score.

“Our coach said it’s not how
hard you get hit, it’s whether you
get back up,” Christiano said.
“Our coaches had a great game
plan. We took it down, got a good

drive. John quarterbacking made
a great throw.”

“Coach in his pre-game speech
was about getting hit in the face
and coming back from that. We
got punched, but the team re-
sponded. We drove down the
field the first time we had the
ball. That’s the mindset we have

going into the game. Every time
we have the ball, we want to
score. Our defense played great,
gave our offense a little bit of a
break,” Oblachinski said.

“First play, I was like Oh man!
We messed up a little bit, but I
told the defense just to keep go-
ing. Next play, we will get it go-

ing. That’s exactly what we did.
Our offense got the touchdowns
and that gave us a little momen-
tum,” Cougar co-captain/defen-
sive lineman Rob Delsandro said.

The Cougars followed up with
an eight-play, 62-yard scoring
drive, concluded with Christiano
bolting four yards for the TD with

2:30 left in the first quar-
ter. The point after failed.

A quarterback gang sack
of minus nine yards forced
the Raiders to punt where
Cranford got the ball at its
own 38. Four plays later,
Christiano burst through
the middle then slanted
right for a 36-yard TD with
4:39 left in the half, mak-
ing the score, 20-7.

“It was great blocking on
the perimeters. My receiv-
ers do a great job blocking.
I saw the holes and I was
able to get in,” Christiano
said.

The Raiders got right
back into the game with a
seven-play, 68-yard scor-
ing drive when Thomas

scooted 25 yards for the TD just
before the half.

Both teams were sputtering of-
fensively throughout the third
quarter and into the fourth. The
Cougars got the ball on their own
36, ran six plays and had a fourth
down and eight on the Raider 30.
DeLayo performed his magic and
the momentum went in the Cou-
gars’ favor from there.

“Fourth and long. We were tak-
ing a shot. We needed a big play
and he made it. After that, we
went down and scored and put
the game away,” Oblachinski said.

“We just had to keep grinding
to the end, never give up and
keep working at it,” Christiano
said.

“They are a good team. Their
quarterback and number 8 [Kobe
White] are fast kids. We came
out, we hit hard. That’s what we
do,” Delsandro said.
Cranford 13   7   0 14 34
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7   7   0   0 14

Probitas Verus Honos

More photos available

dcorbin@goleader.com
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar goalkeeper Dominic
Meliado experienced a barrage
of shots from beginning to end as
the Westfield High School boys
soccer team found the mark three
times in the first half and another
three times in the second half to
earn a 6-1 victory over Cranford
at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 17.

The Blue Devils delivered 14
shots on goal in the first half and
10 shots in the second half, forc-
ing Meliado to make 12 saves,
several requiring impressive ath-
letic ability. Meliado also added
some wise intercepts from cor-

ners kicks or strong throw-ins. The Cougars managed only three

PROSUK BLASTS IN TWO GOALS; CHRISTIANO, IRVING, MORGAN, KUHN, DUMONT 1 EACH

Soccer Blue Devils Disrupt Cranford Cougar Boys, 6-1
shots on goal in each half. Blue
Devil keeper Koryn Kraemer
needed only to stop one shot in
the first half, and keeper Teddy
Mebane made two in the second
half.

The first goal came just after
five minutes into the game when
senior Mate Landeka fed junior
midfielder Kevin Irving, who
pushed the ball past Meliado.
Thirty seconds later, Irving
whizzed another shot just over
the net.

Next, midfielder Loukas
Carayannopoulos ripped a shot
and Meliado dove to his left for
the save then junior midfielder
Mike Prosuk launched a shot that
forced Meliado to make a leaping
save. Moments later, junior
midfielder Dereck Amadye lined
a shot that Meliado tipped out of

bounds, setting up a corner kick.
The corner kick went into the
box, but Cougar defender Erik
Monteagudo booted the ball
away.

With 15 minutes remaining in
the half, senior forward Alik Mor-
gan demonstrated some fancy
dance steps before zinging the
ball into the net for the second
goal.

“That’s what I thrive on, doing
a dance step on the field. I was
just trying to get some space to
shoot the ball, it actually ended
up being a good shot,” Morgan
explained.

Just afterwards, Morgan rico-
cheted a shot off the football goal
crossbar then added another
hammer job off the near post.Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Senior forward Sam Sokolin fol-
lowed up with another shot off
the crossbar.

Before the half, four Blue Devils
lined up side-by-side for a free
kick. After some zigzagging by
the other three, senior Dan Kuhn
launched a shot that buried itself
into the upper right for the third

goal.
“I really didn’t know what was

going on with that, but I prac-
ticed that [shot] a lot when I was
injured and it paid off when I
went into the game,” Kuhn said.

Early in the second half, Blue
Devil co-captain Zach Sheil
whipped a throw-in from the far

sideline into the box where Prosuk
was there to bang in the header
that deflected off the near post
and over the goal line.

“The first one, we were trying
to work on a throw-in flick for a
while. We were trying all differ-
ent ones and then we decided to
bring the old one back, [called]
Twin Towers,” Prosuk said.

Later, senior defender/co-cap-
tain Jeremie Dedea brought the
ball up the left sideline and
crossed to Prosuk, who rippled
the net for the fifth score.

“I continued my run. Jeremie
brought it all the way up and saw
me,” Prosuk said.

“After our defense cleared it
out, it went actually to Mike
Prosuk then Mike switched the
ball all the way to me. I had
plenty of space on the wing. I
took it up that space and Mike
made his run on the other side. I
saw it and I was able to follow
through,” Dedea explained.

During that action, Morgan

nearly got into the act as he was
sprinting up the center between
Dedea and Prosuk.

“He didn’t but almost. I just got
it past him and it went straight to
Mike,” Dedea said.

The Cougars averted the shut-
out when junior forward Mark
Christiano curled a looping shot

into the net. with 9:30 remaining
in the game. With 2:30 remain-
ing, Blue Devil forward Jackson
Dumont drew Meliado out of po-
sition and tapped the ball into
the unguarded net.
Cranford 0 1 1
Westfield 3 3 6

Probitas Verus Honos

More photos available

dcorbin@goleader.com
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Blue Devil Gridders Bomb Franklin Twp Warriors, 40-14 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Lady Blue Devils Shutout Governor Livingston Highlanders in Soccer on ‘Senior Day’, 4-0
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*** Union County Freeholder Candidates Discuss Issues ***
At League of Women Voters-Sponsored Forum in Cranford

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The League of
Women Voters (LWV) of New Jer-
sey sponsored a candidates’ night
forum last Tuesday for six candi-
dates running for three seats on
the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders. Five of the six
candidates participated; Ira J.
Geiger of Union Township was not
present.

The hour-long debate was mod-
erated by Michelle Bobrow of the
South Orange and Maplewood
LWV. Questions were asked by
Mike Deak of The Courier News
and Richard Khavkine of The Star-
Ledger. Candidates were allotted
two-minute opening and closing
statements and one-minute an-
swers with 30-second rebuttals.

Participating were Democratic
incumbents Bette Jane Kowalski
of Cranford, Sergio Granadas of
Elizabeth and Linda Carter of
Plainfield and Republican chal-
lengers Marc A. Krauss of Spring-
field and P. Mark Martini of
Westfield.

The first hot topic was further
discussion of Berkeley Heights’
secession effort from Union
County. In the history of New
Jersey, no municipality has ever
succeeded. On Berkeley Heights
Township’s website, Mayor Joe
Bruno said according to his “Union
County Secession” letter that
Berkeley Heights feels that it is
not being represented at the
county level. Mayor Bruno said
that, “In 2013, Berkeley Heights
paid $15,598,269 to Union
County, an increase of 7.55 per-
cent or $200 per each household,
compared to the average house-
hold of $95.” A move to Morris
County would save township tax-
payers $7 million per year, or
$1,347 per household, according
to the website. Berkeley Heights
succession would need two-thirds

vote from the state Assembly and
Senate and the Governor’s signa-
ture.

Freeholder Kowalski said, “Ber-
keley Heights seceeding isn’t go-
ing to happen.” Freeholder
Granadas added, “It would in-
crease taxes across the board if
Berkeley Heights left Union
County.”

“Berkeley Heights pays taxes,
but has no representation. Two
(county) parks don’t drive the
town,” Mr. Krauss said.

“Berkeley Heights is not being
represented,” Mr. Martini added.

Runnells Specialized Hospital is
another thorn in the side of Ber-
keley Heights Township’s taxpay-
ers. Runnells is operating at a
deficit of $22 million as reported
in 2012. The free-standing build-
ing is located on 45 acres. It
ihouses a 300-bed, long-term care
unit and a 44-bed adult inpatient
psychiatric care unit, according
to a 171-page report from the
Union County Improvement Au-
thority.

In the county’s request for pro-
posals, it lists three options for
the hospital, such as owning and
operating, leasing and managing
some or all of the functions per-
formed at Runnells and purchas-
ing the hospital building and
grounds outright and leasing them
back to the county. The bids will
be opened on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10, according to county
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

Privatization has already oc-
curred in the past at Runnells,
according to Mr. D’Elia. “Runnells’
dietary services, housekeeping
and laundry have been privatized
and saved $2 million for taxpay-
ers,” Mr. D’Elia said.

Mr. Khavkine described Runnells
Specialized Hospital as a “politi-

cal football.” The 100-year-old
facility is operating at a loss and
“increasing the county’s annual
shortfall,” according to the 2013
UCIA report.

Mr. Krauss said, “Ironically, back
in 2010, Freeholder Kowalski re-
ferred to Runnells as self-sustain-
ing.”

Mr. Martini added, “We, Repub-
licans, are compassionate, too,
about finding a solution. Why did
Runnells lose $100 million (over
the last five years)? It’s just an-
other perfect example that Union
County Freeholders need another
voice. We are losing too much
money.”

Freeholder Carter, the current
freeholder board chairwoman,
described Runnells as “a gem to
many in Union County.” Ms. Carter
said, “You must look at all your
options with the changes in Med-
icaid and Medicare (reimburse-
ments) and work with our Legis-
latures.”

“The economic atmosphere is
improving,” Freeholder Kowalski
said.

With difficult economic times
still lingering, according to Mr.
Deak, “Where can you cut costs
at the county?”

“We are currently looking at the
jail. We have made progress with
lowering the jail population and
expenses cut back and negotiat-
ing with unions at the jail,” Free-
holder Kowalski said.

Freeholder Carter said, “Hard
decisions the last couple of years
from the jail, (Watchung) Stables,
Runnells and the Employee Opt
Out Insurance saved us money.”

The Employee Opt Out Insur-
ance is a county program that
pays employees $5,000 if they
“opt out” of the county insurance
program. However, employees
must show that they have alter-
native coverage elsewhere. “We
have over 300 employees on the

opt out insurance program and it
has saved $4.7 million. The $5,000
is not a lump sum of money; it is
over a 26-pay period at $126 per
check,” said Mathew DiRado, di-
rector of administrative services,
told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

From the opposing Republicans,
Mr. Martini said, “We have budget
issues such as ‘opt out insurance’
for alternative insurance. It costs
$1.7 million to payout for those
who ‘opt out.’ Get rid of it.”

Mr. Khavkine asked the candi-
dates about duplication of ser-
vices and redundancy in Union
County and how to “merge ser-
vices” to save tax dollars.

“Merging services is what we
need and feasibility studies. I think
if county government ran like a
business everything will fall into
place,” Mr. Martini said.

“Waste in government [is cre-
ated] by not using shared ser-
vices,” Mr. Krauss added.

“We have valuable services such
as Hazmat, Emergency Medical
Services with 176 miles of road
and we don’t drive county cars.
We are looking to cut costs.” Free-
holder Kowalski said.

Mr. Martini quipped, “Not one
person said, ‘new blood,’” while
Mr. Krauss fired back, “No specif-
ics on where to cut.”

Freeholder Kowalski said, “We
work as a team during budget
times.”

In closing statements, Mr.
Krauss said, “my goal is biparti-
sanship at the county. The bot-
tom line is we have had 16 years
of one party.... even if you elect
us, we will look to agree, dis-
agree, and be your voice to the
public. I want someone to keep

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Variance Applications
Withdrawn at Zoning Bd.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The two applica-
tions to be heard Monday by the
zoning board of adjustment had
to be withdrawn and the appli-
cants will need to reapply, the
zoning board of adjustment said.

Marcin Wojcik, the applicant at
2 Colin Kelly Street, did not ap-
pear to be heard for a variance to
construct a fence that will ex-
ceed the maximum allowable
height and openness. One resi-
dent was in attendance to object
to the application.

Igor Pereverzev, the owner of
BP gas station situated at Spring-
field Avenue and North Avenue,
had not submitted revised draw-
ings showing an additional gas

pump at a gasoline pumping is-
land, and the zoning board said
he must withdraw his application
and reapply.

Mr. Pereverzev was seeking fi-
nal site plan approval of a gas
station, which is a pre-existing
non-conforming use, to elimi-
nate the repair area and realign
gasoline pumping islands with
the following variances: less than
the minimum distance for a fuel
or air pump to any property line;
less than the minimum allowable
distance for a driveway from any
adjoining property line and/or
corner of an intersecting public
street; less than the minimum
distance for walls of the principal
structure from the side and rear

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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Local Letters to the Editor
The Parallel Universe Otherwise

Known As Union County Freeholders
This is some of what I heard at

the last freeholder debate: bad
math and a poor justification for
one party rule.

During last week’s freeholder
debate, Ms. Kowalski was asked
to state how she would use her
position as freeholder to gener-
ate jobs in UC and spur economic
development. Freeholder
Kowalski proudly stated that
Galloping Hills (GH) has gener-
ated 130 jobs. Freeholder
Granados used 100 jobs. Ms.
Kowalski did not qualify the jobs
as being full-time, part-time,
county or private sector. That
being said, I will accept her num-
ber in order to demonstrate the
absurdity of her statement. I
subsequently learned at last
Thursday’s freeholder meeting
that County Manager Faella be-
lieves that the cost of GH is $25
million. I will use that number
also, though I contend it does
not factor in all soft and hard
costs in order to continue the
dialog. Using basic math, the
cost per job at GH works out to
be $192,308 per job created. I
submit that at that rate, Ms.
Kowalski’s method of job cre-
ation is fiscally unsustainable and
will bankrupt the county.

I also heard Freeholder
Granados state: “If Berkeley
Heights left the county, our taxes
would increase and our large cit-
ies would fail.” That seems to
contradict the Democratic posi-
tion that all municipalities pay
their fair share, none being taxed
heavier than another. His argu-
ment seems to imply and sup-
port the contention that some
municipalities are subsidizing
other municipalities, a position
the Democrats say has no basis
in fact.

Unfortunately, Ms. Kowalski’s
and Mr. Granados’ statements
demonstrate once again their lack
of credentials in all matters fi-
nancial.

A second question that was
asked of the candidates centered
on whether the issue of at-large
vs. districting to be the fairer
system for electing our county
government. Freeholder Carter
responded by defending her pro
at-large position by stating: “We
(the Democratic Party?) repre-
sent everyone.” Well maybe in
her world but not in the one in
which I vote. Union County is
clearly a one-party government
run by the majority. She went on
to claim: “The system that we
have has been working.” Yes, it
has worked very well for 16 years
to preserve one-party Democratic
rule. I ask: If it is working so well,
and such a fair system, then why
are the taxpayers of Berkeley
Heights contemplating secession?
Despite Ms. Carter’s protestations
to the contrary, America is not a
government meant to function as
a one-party system where the
majority rules over the minority
unchecked. It is obvious that our
system of electing our governing
board is broken. Any argument to
the contrary is clearly partisan or
delusional.

The challengers have it correct
when they ask for an opportunity
to be able to look behind the
curtain and participate on an
equal footing. Districting would
help to safe guard minority rights
against the tyranny of the major-
ity.

BTW, I am a registered Demo-
crat who believes in non-parti-
san politics.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE MORE PUMP...Attorney Gary Goodman, right, and Anthony Gallerno,
professional engineer and planner for Harbor Consultants, left, presented draw-
ing for a reconstruction of the BP gas station on the corner of Springfield and North
Avenues in Cranford. The zoning board of adjustment said the applicant had to
reapply, since the drawings were revised depicting a additional gas pump and not
given to the board or township engineer in advance of the public hearing.

an eye on them (Democrats) for
a better Union County.”

“Since 1997, 16 years of one
party. The reality is it’s time for
new blood and time to take it to
the next level,” Mr. Martini said.

Mr. Granadas, who replaced vet-
eran Dan Sullivan on the board a
few weeks ago, and Ms. Carter
said there is a clear difference
between the Democratic and Re-
publican candidates. Mr. Granadas
said Democrats have focused on
helping the youth and seniors.

“We have the One Stop in Eliza-
beth and two fine schools such as
Union County College and Union
County Vo Tech. We debate is-
sues and our core belief is help-
ing all voices,” Freeholder Carter
said.

“We are in rough times with
real estate values still struggling
and recognize that we continue
to provide good schools,” Free-
holder Kowalski said.

The Democratic freeholders
have held a 9-0 majority. The
General Election is Tuesday, No-
vember 5.

property lines or street right-of-
way.

The drawings presented Mon-
day depicted an additional gas
pump at an island that was not
shown on the drawings submit-
ted to the zoning board. The
amended drawings also were not
submitted to the township engi-
neering or police departments.

Anthony Gallerano, professional
engineer and planner for Harbor
Consultants, presented the draw-
ings. He said the plan was to
renovate the building and re-
duce it in size from a 28-foot x
47-foot building with a repair
center to a nine-foot x 20-foot
building to house an office and
bathroom, and eliminate the re-
pair center.

Attorney for the applicant, Gary
Goodman, said the applicant
planned to “straighten out the
access for a better flow,” clean

up the area, add two employee
parking spaces, and decrease
density by removing the repair
center.

Mr. Goodman said the applica-
tion is an “improvement to the
site and the area.”

Pumpkin Decorating
Contest Set Saturday
GARWOOD — The Garwood Cel-

ebrations Committee has an-
nounced that the Second Annual
Pumpkin Carving and Decorat-
ing Contest will take place this
Saturday, October 26, at 4 p.m.,
preceding the Parent-Teacher
Association Trick-or-Trunk event.

Participants are asked to bring
their carved or decorated pump-
kin for judging to the festivities
in the parking lot across from
Lincoln School on Second Av-
enue. There will be a prize
awarded for each of the following
age categories: pre-K to grade
1; grades 2 to 4; grades 5 to 8;
high school and adult. Cider and
chocolate candy bars will be pro-
vided for all who attend. The rain
date for the event is Sunday,
October 27, at 4 p.m.

Variance Applications Withdrawn

Freeholder Forum

GW Lions to Present
Halloween Parade

GARWOOD — The Garwood Li-
ons Club will host the borough’s
annual Halloween Parade on Thurs-
day, October 31. The parade will
step off promptly at 7 p.m.

After assembling at Willow Av-
enue and Center Street, march-
ers will proceed to the Lincoln
School gymnasium on Second
Avenue. Costume judging will take
place in the school’s gymnasium.

For more information about
Lionism and membership, call
Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Athletic Field
Complex will be ready for use the
last week of April, the borough
council was told Tuesday, nearly
a year after it originally was sched-
uled to be open.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli, the
board’s liaison on the project,
made the announcement, saying
he finally had been presented
with a calendar of stage comple-
tion dates by builder Flanagan’s
Contracting Group.

The revelation drew questions
about possible further delays from
several council members, who
queried Mr. Petruzzelli about how
the council would be notified if
work did not meet the specified
deadlines.

Mr. Petruzzelli informed the
panel that Borough Engineer Don
Guarriellio was on site virtually
daily and regular meetings would
continue to review the work’s
progress.

Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said she also is in con-
stant e-mail contact with
Flanagan, and Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi added that she fre-
quently visits the site, indicat-
ing any more delays would be
made apparent.

The schedule means that the
Athletic Field Complex will be
unavailable for the start of the
Little League Baseball season,
which regularly begins in early
April.

“I think we’re all frustrated as
far as knowing what’s going on,
and I think the frustration is felt
by (the contractor),” Mr.
Petruzzelli said. He said as a
member of the Garwood base-
ball league, “This is not a good
date for us because we’re going
to have to have opening day at
the park, we won’t be able to use
the field. These are kids who

want to play on their ball field.
That is expressed at about every
meeting. You got a lot of people
waiting for this.”

In other meeting news, Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud reit-
erated his reservations about
the plausibility of an ordinance
requiring homeowners to re-
move a building’s foundation
within a set time period after the
structure has been declared un-
inhabitable and razed.

The issue stems from a pro-
posal by Councilman Bil l
Nierstedt, who two weeks ago
raised concerns about two prop-
erties in the borough that had
been destroyed by fire within
the past year, one on Center
Street and the other on Second
Avenue.

“Before I would recommend
implementing such an ordinance,
I would like to see whether any-
where else has implemented it,
and how it has worked, and what
it has provided, whether they’ve
had lawsuits and so forth about
it,” Mr. Renaud said. “I know of
no such ordinance.”

Mr. Nierstedt, who considers
the issue one of property value,
pressed Mr. Renaud on the mat-
ter, suggesting the matter may
fall under the New Jersey prop-
erty maintenance code. He read
portions of it aloud, taking care
to note that it addresses foun-
dations.

Mr. Renaud countered by pro-
posing a theoretical situation in
which an individual begins con-
struction, lays a foundation, but
for any number of reasons halts
the project.

“Recessions happen, depres-
sions, they run out of money, a
builder goes belly up,” he said.
“There’s a foundation there.
Does anybody like it? No. Is
there something you can do
about it? I don’t know.”

He asked Mr. Nierstedt to lo-
cate a similar law so that he
could review it for the purpose
of drafting an ordinance that
met the councilman’s concerns.

In light of the Nevada school
shooting earlier this week, Mr.
Nierstedt said he will ask the
council to revisit the gun control
resolution that he introduced in
April. The resolution, put forth
after the shootings at a school in
Newtown, Conn., would put the
borough on the record as sup-
porting stricter state and fed-
eral regulations of firearms, in-
cluding the re-imposition of “the
federal ban of the sale of mili-
tary-style assault weapons,”
“universal background checks,”
and a “ban of high-capacity bul-
let magazines/reduction to 10
rounds maximum.”

Unsure if he had enough sup-
port to pass the measure, Mr.
Nierstedt agreed to table it.
However, following reports Mon-
day that a seventh-grade stu-
dent shot and killed a teacher
and wounded two fellow stu-
dents at a Nevada middle school,
Mr. Nierstedt feels the council
should reconsider his measure.

Mayor Quattrocchi said bor-
ough authorities will look into
lowering the speed limit on North
Avenue in light of two pedestri-
ans being struck by vehicles in
the previous week.

Mrs. Quattrocchi also an-
nounced that representatives
from the borough’s Office of
Emergency Management would
be at the next council meeting
to answer questions about hur-
ricane preparation. The repre-
sentatives were originally sched-
uled to be there Tuesday.

Union County awarded
Garwood a $25,000 Kid’s Recre-
ation Trust Fund matching grant,
which will be applied to the Ath-
letic Field Complex.

Residents Invited to Contact Gwd
Democratic Council Members

Although there are no Demo-
cratic candidates running for
council office in this upcoming
November election, we would
nevertheless like to remind the
residents that their current
Democratic council representa-
tives are still available to answer
any questions, clarify any issues,
and listen to the residents’ con-
cerns about the borough. Their
contact information is listed be-
low:

Sara Todisco, council president
and finance chair; committees:
Laws and Licenses, Board of
Health, and Celebrations, (908)
377-7890 stodsico@
garwood.org; Lou Petruzzelli,
police commissioner: commit-

tees: Streets and Roads, Athletic
Field Complex, Finance; and Rec-
reation, lpetruzzelli@
garwood.org.

Ann Palmer, Laws and Licenses
chair; Committees: Buildings and
Grounds, Board of Education;
Committee on Aging, and Fire,
apalmer@ garwood.org.

Bill Nierstedt, Street and Roads
chair; Committees: Buildings and
Grounds, Planning Board, and
Fire. wnierstedt@ garwood.org.

Any or all of these Democratic
council members would be
pleased to speak to the residents
regarding issues and concerns
within the borough.

Charles Lombardo
Garwood Dem. Municipal Chair

Local Letters to the Editor

Majestic Winds to Perform at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
CLARK – Majestic Winds, the

professional wind band of the
New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, will perform a fall concert
at Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
in Clark on Thursday, November
7, at 7:30 p.m. The Majestic
Winds will be under the direc-
tion of Howard Toplansky, a staff
instrumental music instructor at
the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts.

The program will feature “Van-
guard Overture” by Frederic
Curzon, and highlights from The
King and I by Richard Rodgers.
There will also be works by John
Philip Sousa, Jerome Kern and
George Gershwin.

“We are delighted to have the
opportunity to perform this con-
cert at Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah (TBOBT) and hope it will

be one of many,” stated Mr.
Toplansky.

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah is
located at 111 Valley Road, right
off of exit 135 of the Garden
State Parkway. The concert is
open to the public and while
there is no charge, freewill of-
ferings will be gratefully ac-
cepted. The program is pre-
sented as part of the temple’s
ongoing series of cultural events,
classes and educational offer-
ings.

To learn more about upcoming
programs at TBOBT visit
bethorbethtorah.org. For further
information about the concert
or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert
Band or Majestic Winds, call
(908) 789-9696 or e-mail at
njwaband@att.net.

Garwood Athletic Complex Will Not
Be Ready Until Late April


