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l'ennemi du journaliste

OBLACHINSKI SCORES TD, HITS McCAFFREY FOR 36-YD TD; CHRISTIANO 5 RECEPTIONS

Cougar Gridders’ Gambles Fall Short to Summit, 35-14
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gambling was needed in the
minds of the Cranford High School
Cougars and the coaching staff if
they were to dethrone the de-
fending North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 champion Summit
Hilltoppers, winners of 22 straight
games, in the semifinal round at
Tatlock Field in Summit on No-
vember 23.

The Cougars took the gambles
and rolled the dice on three ma-
jor occasions, failed on the first
roll, succeeded on the second
but came up inches short on the
third, setting the stage for a 35-
14 victory by the 11-0 Hilltoppers.

That third gamble came after
the opening kickoff to the Cou-
gars in the second half. With the
Hilltoppers leading 20-14, the
Cougars were facing a fourth-
and-one from their own 40 yard
line and lined up for a punt.
Instead, quarterback John
Oblachinski got the snap and
plunged forward to force a mea-
surement only to miss by a few
inches. The Hilltoppers capital-
ized and answered in four run-
ning plays when running back
Colm Dougherty pushed in from
the one. With quarterback Charlie
Terry’s successful two-point con-
version pass to Andrew
Masterfano, their lead rose to
28-14, causing a sense of ur-
gency for the Cougars.

“The fourth down over here
where we went for it was a big
play. I wish we executed the play
a little bit better. I still liked the

call, but that was a big play in the
game. I thought we needed to go
down and get a score. We had
moved the ball pretty well in the
first half, but they did a good job
at the end of drives keeping us
out of the end zone,” Cougar

Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.
The 7-4 Cougars have improved

in every aspect of the game since
their 48-14 loss to Summit on
September 27 and had the
Hilltoppers concerned, despite
their first two gambles and

matched Summit touchdown-for-
touchdown to finish the first quar-
ter tied, 14-14.

Gamble No. 1 came on the
opening kickoff of the game when
Cougar Troy Kettler booted an
onsides kick and the Hilltoppers
recovered the ball on their 46.
Seven plays later, Terry scooted
five yards for the touchdown with

10:08 on the clock. The Cougars
answered with a 10-play, 69-
yard scoring drive concluded by
Oblachinski’s five-yard touch-
down run with 6:31 on the clock.

After a conventional kickoff, the

Hilltoppers returned the ball from
the five to the 35 then mixed four
running plays with four passing
plays to hit pay dirt when Terry
bashed in from the two with 4:12
on the clock. Back came the Cou-
gars with a six-play, 73-yard scor-
ing drive that was concluded with
Oblachinski’s 36-yard touchdown
pass to Jack McCaffrey over the
middle to knot the score, 14-14,
with 2:02 left in the first quarter.

The Cougars’ second gamble,
another onsides kick recovered
by the Hilltoppers, however,
worked when they held Summit
to three-and-out and took pos-
session at their own 25. Unfortu-
nately, a pair of holding penalties
stifled their offensive answer.

Late in the second quarter, the
Hilltoppers ended an 11-play, 65-
yard march with Dougherty’s two-
yard touchdown run. A bad snap
on the conversion attempt left
Summit with a 20-14 lead at the
half.

After the failure of the third
gamble put Summit in the driver’s
seat, desperation resulted in a
series of penalties that went in
favor of the Hilltoppers. Despite
a chop block call against Sum-
mit, the Cougars’ defense an-
swered with two personal fouls
and a pass interference call to
allow the Hilltoppers to gobble
substantial time off the clock and
march in to score after 13 plays
when Dougherty bashed two
yards for his third touchdown.

Oblachinski, who finished with
43 rushing yards, completed 10
passes for 128 yards, including
an interception. Donavin Walker,
who had three receptions for 23
yards, had 32 rushing yards and
threw a 24-yard strike to
McCaffrey. Luke Christiano had
five receptions for 61 yards, and
McCaffrey had three receptions

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING DOWN A HILLTOPPER…Cougar linebacker Rob Delsandro, No. 52, brings down Summit running back
Chris Zanelli, No. 23, in the sectional semifinal in Summit.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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for 68 yards.
Defensively, Christiano finished

with 15 tackles, linebacker Rob

Delsandro made 11 tackles and
defensive back Kevin Trotter
made 10 tackles. Linebacker Colin

Scanlon made eight tackles, while
linebacker Niko Cappello and line-
man Rob O’Shaughnessy each

made six. McCaffrey, Sean
Leonard and Jake Matthews each
added five tackles.

Dougherty finished with 124
yards on 26 carries, while Terry

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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carried 16 times for 85 yards and
completed seven passes for 105
yards.

“We had opportunities. I didn’t
do a good enough job calling the
offense. Our kids played hard the

whole day. We were just a couple
of plays short. Defensively, we
were fairly solid the whole day. If

you were here in September,
that was a debacle. Today, we
fought all the way through,”

Coach Rosenmeier said.
Cranford 14   0   0   0 14
Summit 14   6   8   7 35
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Blue Devils Ruled Westfield/Plainfield ‘Thanksgiving Day’ Classics in the 21st Century
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WE’RE ASKING YOU
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!

You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 
about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 
reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 
week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 
coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Here’s WHy :

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.
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One year – $33 Two years – $62 Three years – $90
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Soccer Raider Boys Won Union County Championship, Finished with 17-5-1 Record
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Police Chief Bruce
Underhill told borough council
members Tuesday that the mu-
nicipality is as prepared as it can
be for another Hurricane Sandy
or Irene. Both storms knocked
out power for days.

The briefing came more than a
year after Sandy hit, knocking
out power to half the borough.

Chief Underhill said in the work
session that the department is
putting the “finishing touches”
on installing an updated genera-
tor for borough hall. A generator
was purchased for the underpass
pumps and two small ones were
bought for the streetlights on
South Avenue and a third as a
spare.

Because North Avenue is a
state-maintained road (Route
28), the borough is prohibited
from doing anything to the lights.
A grant was used to purchase the
generators. The department also
has a new website, several ra-
dios and a new Chevy Tahoe that
can tow a trailer of equipment.

“I think we’re in pretty good
shape at this point,” the police
chief said.

Council members pressed Chief
Underhill about the lack of com-
munication from PSE&G concern-
ing power outages and estimated
times of repair, a situation that
left many residents frustrated.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said at
one point PSE&G told her service
had been restored even though
residents were still without
power. She said she spent hours
on the phone with the governor’s
office, PSE&G and Union County.

She said one of the issues is
that Garwood is so small, “we’re
kind of lost in the shuffle” and
that service comes in from sev-
eral different areas.

“So they couldn’t really even
give me an accurate idea of when
they were going to come and
make repairs, how many people

we have out, how many people
have service and what to ex-
pect,” she said. “That’s why we
had service go up and down re-
peatedly in various parts of town.”

Chief Underhill agreed that
communication could be better
but suggested PSE&G was ham-
pered by its rather harried and
probably haphazard repairs in
Cranford a year before with Hur-
ricane Irene. He said the utility
was inundated with calls and did
the best it could.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt said
he understood but, “there has to
be a way that they are able to
figure out what line, what service
provides this area. During the
last storm, we all heard it: ‘Oh,
you’re going to be on next Tues-
day.’”

He also pressed the borough to
make people aware of the ser-
vices that are available when the
power goes out because of a
storm, such as portable elec-
tronic device charging stations
and shelters.

Chief Underhill said the bor-
ough is still low in terms of man-
power, but that all of the police
officers came in for the hurri-
canes and the nor’easter that hit
the borough in October 2011. He
believes the borough’s basic
needs are in place for another
storm, but has a “wish list,” such
as an auxiliary mobile command
center. Garwood had to use
Westfield’s recently when bor-
ough hall was being rewired for
the new generator.

In other meeting news, council
members tabled a resolution,
with a 4-2 vote, urging the New
Jersey State Legislature to pro-
hibit payment to public employ-
ees upon retirement for certain
unused sick leave. The bill was
introduced in May 2012 but was
never brought to the floor.

“Sick days should be for occa-
sionally when you’re sick,” said
Councilman Jim Mathieu, who
proposed the resolution. “I just

took a new job, and I don’t get
sick days. I get occasional illness
days and they don’t carry over
from year to year.”

Mr. Nierstedt said he supported
the measure but wanted to link
the resolution to urging the State
Legislature to also pass a mea-
sure requiring the private sector
provide sick time.

Council President Sara Todisco
voiced support for both, but sug-
gested delaying a vote to con-
sider Mr. Nierstedt’s amendment.
Councilwoman Ann Palmer said
she supported both Mr. Mathieu’s
and Mr. Nierstedt’s proposals in
principle, but would vote against
Mr. Nierstedt’s resolution be-
cause it was a “bigger-than-
Garwood” issue.

“I would support it privately by
writing my legislators but not by
voting on it here as a council
person,” she said.

Mr. Nierstedt then motioned to
delay the vote, where Ms. Palmer
joined Mr. Mathieu in voting
against it.

According to the resolution,
Garwood’s 2013 municipal bud-
get indicates that the borough
has $191,639 of accrued, but
unused, days of employee ab-
sences. The issue was highlighted
earlier this year by the retire-
ment of Police Captain James
Pipala, who received about
$90,000, some of it unused sick
time.

Council members voted 5 to 1
to pay $6,500 to Hatch Mott
MacDonald for observation and
documentation of soil removal at
the Athletic Field Complex. Mr.
Mathieu voted no, saying the
contractor decided to add the
work and cost without prior coun-
cil approval. Borough Adminis-
trator Christina Ariemma said this
was an emergency situation and
that time was of the essence.

Mr. Mathieu said Ms. Ariemma
took reasonable action, but he
did not want to set a precedent.

“We don’t function that way,

and I am just very worried –
again, I’m always worried about
precedence. I’m just very wor-
ried that if we bless this, what is
the next thing that comes?

“So it’s really not so much the
cost of it,” he added. “I just really
think that we really need to be
sticklers with the proposals and
how these things get approved.”

Garwood Police Chief Bruce Underhill Offers Storm Readiness Update

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PERFECT SCORE...The Garwood Board of Education (BOE) presented award
certificates at the BOE’s November 19 meeting to those students achieving a
perfect score of 300 on the NJASK tests taken in the spring.

CF Planning Board OKs
COAH Ordinance Change

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD  – The planning
board last Wednesday approved
amending a township ordinance
as respect to mandatory devel-
opment fees for Cranford’s af-
fordable housing program.

The ordinance establishes stan-
dards for the collection, mainte-
nance and expenditure of devel-
opment fees pursuant to Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH)
regulations. The fees collected
are to be used for providing low-
and moderate-income housing.

The amendment allows the col-
lection of 50 percent of the de-

velopment fee at the time of
issuance of the building permit.
The remaining 50 percent would
be collected at the time of issu-
ance of the certificate of occu-
pancy.

“It was a choice of collecting
here or allowing the money to go
to the state. The choice was to
keep it here,” Board Attorney
Allen Barkin said.

The ordinance and its amend-
ment came about after the town-
ship was involved in litigation
with the Cranford Development
Associates (CDA), the developer
of 215/235 Birchwood Avenue.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The township currently is ap-
pealing a state Superior Court’s
2011 decision that approved a
builder’s remedy lawsuit to build
a 419-unit housing complex, with
63 of those units being used for
affordable housing, in what the
township says is a wetland.

The board also discussed for-
mally requesting the township
engineer and the zoning officer
be present during planning board
meetings.

“It has never been a practice,”
Board Chairwoman Lynda Feder

said. She said former zoning of-
ficer Ronald Meeks attended the
planning board meetings when
he was zoning officer.

The board agreed that there
may be some meetings when the
professionals are not needed,
while at some meetings their
expertise may be required for
discussion.

Board member Mary O’Connor
suggested in the beginning of
every year having the profession-
als meet with planning board and
zoning board members to discuss

American Water Work Stopped
Due to Lack of Street Permits

[GARWOOD] - Mayor and Coun-
cil, I have contacted American
Water to address the projects that
are going on in the borough. Last
week I discovered that the water
company was not getting street
opening permits before work com-
menced, but were getting them
after. It is written in the code that
permits must be obtained prior to
opening a street except in the
event of an emergency, which
these projects are not.

I immediately put a stop to that
and advised the water company
that they will be shut down if a
permit has not been issued prior.
They have corrected this to my
satisfaction. Also I obtained the
attached list of projected work
from the water company and
highlighted newly paved streets
that cannot be worked on. This
has been confirmed by [Borough]
Engineer Guarriello and the wa-
ter company will be removing
them from the schedule. I have
passed this list on to the police,
fire, DPW, engineer and water
company.

Local Letters to the Editor

I received an e-mail from a
resident that had suffered sig-
nificant damage to her property
from this project. I contacted the
water company to find out how
she can file a claim with them
and provided her with the infor-
mation and instructions. She has
responded positively and I will
continue to follow up with the
resident.

I prepared the attached flyer
and posted it on the borough
website and Facebook page. I
have also attached that for your
reference. I posted it on the bul-
letin board as well.

Lastly, I have invited Michael
Bange of New Jersey American
Water to the council meeting of
December 10, 2013 to explain
the projects and address any
questions you or the public may
have. He has agreed to attend.

Please contact me if you have
any questions regarding this
matter.

Christina M. Ariemma
Garwood Administrator/Clerk

the boards’ responsibilities.
“I don’t think there has been

something like that done in a
long time,” Ms. O’Connor said.

“I have seen the engineer sit on
an application once, and that
was Walgreens,” Ms. Feder
added.

The board also discussed the
development of the closed Gyp-
sum plant on Raritan Road in
Clark. Mr. Barkin said Clark was
required to notify Cranford of its
development plans since the site
is within 200 feet of the Cranford
border.

Clark plans to make the site
some 300,000 square feet of re-
tail, Mr. Barkin said. “They are
trying to create a town center
atmosphere because they have
no downtown in Clark,” Mr. Barkin
said.

The board said it heard from
Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso that
a Whole Foods store is planning
to open there.

CF Planning Board OKs COAH Ordinance Change

Garwood Knights
Post Blood Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive this Sunday, Decem-
ber 1, from 12:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
their council hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood, op-
posite PathMark.

Everyone who donates blood
between now and January 14,
2014 will be entered into a sweep-
stakes to win two tickets to the
Super Bowl in February at Met
Life Stadium.

Parking is available behind the
building off Willow Avenue (turn
at Marty Shoes). For informa-
tion, call Chairman Dennis Clark
at (908) 247-5389 or e-mail
Dcmacvsog@msn.com; call
Brenda Saunders at the Blood
Center of New Jersey at (973)
676-4700, extension no. 144;
visit bloodnj.org or e-mail
bcnj@bloodnj.org.

SANTA AND FRIENDS...Danny and Sophia DeMarco are pictured with Santa
at the Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford. The church will present Breakfast
with Santa on Saturday, December 7, from 8:30 a.m. to noon in Sherlock Hall.
The church is located at 119 Forest Avenue.

Calvary Lutheran Launches
Young Children’s Program

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will
begin a new focus on educational
ministry for young children ages
3 to 5 beginning on Sunday,
December 8, at 9:30 a.m.

The new weekly program is
open to children who were 3
years old by October 1. New
participants will be welcomed
throughout the school year.

Known as “Young Children and
Worship,” the program helps pre-
schoolers develop an understand-
ing of what it means to be in
worship. This new approach con-
nects the usual Sunday school ele-
ments to the traditional elements
found in worship: creating a sacred
space, greeting the church family,
hearing the word, responding to
the word, sharing communion and
being sent out into the world.

At each Sunday session the
children gather together and
greet one another. They hear the
word through Bible stories acted
out with three-dimensional fig-
ures. They respond to the story

by choosing from various sta-
tions offering music, art, puzzles,
reading, prayer and more.

Additionally in this new pro-
gram, traditional snack time be-
comes a “feast” replicating com-
munion. The children gather in a
circle for a meal together. The
teacher unwraps a napkin con-
taining crackers, which the
youngsters pass around and
share, along with a glass of wa-
ter. Then an adult reads that
week’s story from a children’s
Bible, and the session concludes
with closing prayers.

Parents planning to bring their
young children to this new expe-
rience, or in need of more infor-
mation, are invited to call Lynda
Pullis, Calvary Lutheran’s Youth
and Family Ministry director, at
(908) 276-2418.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
congregation of the New Jersey
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, serving the
Cranford-Westfield area and sur-
rounding communities for 85
years.
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CRANFORD — The Interfaith
Human Relations Committee of
Cranford Clergy Council is now
accepting applications for its an-
nual Martin Luther King, Jr. Award
for Civil and Human Rights.

Individuals and groups are in-
vited to apply for the award,
using applications available at
the Cranford Library, all of the
houses of worship in Cranford
and the Osceola Presbyterian
Church in Clark. The award will
be presented on Wednesday,
January 15, 2014, at 7 p.m. at a
special Martin Luther King, Jr.
Commemorative Service at the
Osceola Presbyterian Church,
located at 1689 Raritan Road in
Clark.

The award is given to someone
who has made contributions to
the cause of improving the com-
munity in such areas as civil and
human rights, social justice, so-
cial action and/or demonstrated
concern for the welfare of others.
The recipient should be either a
resident of or identified with the
Township of Cranford, although
not necessarily living in Cranford.
The recipient may be a clergy
member or a layperson.

The deadline for applications is
Thursday, December 5, 2013.
Those interested should send
their applications to: Rabbi Ben
Goldstein, Cranford Clergy Coun-
cil President, Temple Beth El
Mekor Chayim, 338 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

To learn more about the Inter-
faith Human Relations Commit-
tee of the Cranford Clergy Coun-
cil, contact Cindy Hannen at
cindy@patwin.com or call her at
(908) 272-9133.

Daniel James LaPlaca and Miss Corinne Brena Liebrich

Miss Corinne B. Liebrich
To Wed Daniel J. LaPlaca

Mrs. Bernadine Liebrich of
Westfield is pleased to announce
the engagement of her daugh-
ter, Miss Corinne Brena Liebrich,
to Daniel James LaPlaca of
Cranford. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph LaPlaca of Montville.
Corinne also is the daughter of
the late Robert F. Liebrich.

A 1998 graduate of Westfield
High School, the future bride is
an Account Executive for
Offerpop, a social marketing com-
pany in New York City. She gradu-
ated American University in
Washington, D.C. in 2002 with a
degree in Public Communications
and has an MBA from the Univer-
sity of Phoenix.

Her fiancé graduated Montville
High School in 1992 and is the
Director of Multi-Media at Lin-
coln Technical Institute in West
Orange. He received a degree in

Communications and Music from
Northeastern University in 1998.

The couple plans an October
2014 wedding on Long Beach
Island, N.J.

Trinity Church Slates
Santa Breakfast

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church invites families to
Breakfast with Santa on Satur-
day, December 7, from 8:30 a.m.
to noon in the church’s Sherlock
Hall. Trinity Episcopal Church is
located at 119 Forest Avenue in
Cranford.

Attendees will have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy a pancake break-
fast and have their picture taken
with Santa. There also will be a
gift basket raffle, 50/50 tickets,
a wreaths and greens sale, a
crafts table and face painting.

“It is a great event for the
whole family. Everybody has a
good time,” said Bonnie Gentess,
Breakfast with Santa event coor-
dinator. “The gift baskets are
beautiful and there is something
for everyone.”

Breakfast is $5 per person. Pho-
tos with Santa are $7. Everyone
is welcome. For additional infor-
mation, call (908) 276-4047.

Rosary Society Plans
Christmas Party

GARWOOD — The Rosary Altar
Society of the Church of St. Anne
in Garwood will hold its Annual
Christmas Party on Friday, De-
cember 6, from 6 to 10 p.m. at
the Knights of Columbus Hall,
located at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood. Parking is available
behind the hall on Willow Av-
enue. A roast beef dinner ca-
tered by the Knights, including
all the trimmings and dessert,
will be served at 6:30 p.m.

The Cranford Madrigal Choir,
under the direction of Choir Di-
rector Anthony Rafaniello, will
provide entertainment for the
evening. The cost will be $18 per
person, payable by cash or check.
Checks may be made payable to
St. Anne’s Rosary Altar Society.

A Dark Horse Raffle, as well as
special prizes and a 50/50 Bonus
Raffle, will be featured. Members
are requested to bring a donated
wrapped gift to be used for prizes.
Additionally, all are asked to bring
an unwrapped new toy for St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center
Coalition to the Homeless, spon-
sored by the Knights of Colum-
bus.

Deadline for CDC Art
Contest December 2

CRANFORD - The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) will hold a “Dear
Edwina” student art contest at
CDC Theatre. To enter, send a
self-portrait that shows what
makes you unique.

Entries will be displayed in the
upstairs gallery and audience
members will vote for their fa-
vorites during performances of
Dear Edwina December 6, 7 and
8.

First, second and third place
prizes will be announced at the
last show.

Mail entries to Megan
Ferentinos, c/o CDC Theatre, P.O.
Box 511, Cranford, NJ 07016.

Entries must arrive by Monday,
December, 2, and include the
artists name and address.

Come to the shows and bring a
new or gently used book to do-
nate to CDC’s book drive.

For more information visit
www.cdctheatre.org.

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will hold its Third
Annual Holiday Boutique
Fundraiser Monday through Sat-
urday, December 2 to 7, at The
Crane-Phillips House Museum,
located at 124 North Union Av-
enue in Cranford. Visitors will
have an opportunity to buy deco-
rations and ornaments for their
home as well as some unusual
items.

Boutique hours will be Monday
through Friday, December 2 to
6, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 6
to 8 p.m. On Saturday, Decem-

ber 7, the boutique will be open
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. only. On
this last day of the sale, Mrs.
Claus will meet with children and
give out candy canes.

The sale will benefit the
museum’s garden and grounds.
For more information, call the
Society office at (908) 276-0082.
The Historical Society has been
dedicated to the perpetuation of
Cranford’s history by continuing
to collect and document the
township’s past. Further infor-
mation also is available at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Holiday Boutique Due At Crane-Phillips

Interfaith Committee Seeks
Applicants For MLK Award

Probitas Verus Honos


