
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, November 21, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sweet revenge from a shocking
loss in last year’s sectional semi-
finals became a reality for the
Cranford High School football
team when the Cougars battered
the hosting Palisades Park Ti-
gers, 47-21, in the first round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 tournament on November 15.

Last year, the seventh-seeded
Tigers used a persistent left-side
running attack to get a 35-7 jump
on the second-seeded Cougars
in the semifinal round at Memo-
rial Field en route to a 35-21
victory. The Cougars actually
scored the first touchdown of the
game before the Tigers rolled off
35 unanswered points. The Ti-
gers chewed up 341 yards on the
ground and only passed twice in
the second half, in addition to a
two-point conversion pass.

“It was a nice win for our kids.
We played well in all three phases
of the game. I don’t think there
was much of a revenge factor as
this is a completely different
team, but since they had most of
their team back, it may have
been hard for their coaches to
convince them that we could win.
As for us, they certainly got our
attention last year, so we were
very focused in practice,” Cougar
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

This time, Cougar quarterback
John Oblachinski, who was a re-
ceiver in last year’s game,
blended a strong passing game
with an effective running game
to bewilder the 8-2 Tigers. As a

matter of fact, the 7-3 Cougars
totaled 196 yards passing and
196 yards rushing.

“Offensively we were very bal-
anced. We had 196 yards rushing
and 196 yards passing, so I think
we have become a little more
difficult to deal with. It says a lot
about the versatility of our skill
players who all have to block,
catch and run with the ball. noth-
ing happens without the guys up
front. We have become a much
better pass-blocking team as of
late and the results are evident,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Oblachinski carried 25 times
for 111 yards, including respec-
tive touchdown runs of five yards,
one yard, five yards and 23 yards.
He also completed nine of 13
attempts with touchdown passes
of 59 yards and 15 yards to se-
nior wide receiver Jack McCaffrey
and 10 yards to junior running
back Luke Christiano.

McCaffrey finished with four re-
ceptions for 108 yards, while
Christiano, who had three carries
for 26 yards, had three for 65
yards. Junior running back Kevin
Trotter had a 14-yard reception
and junior running back Donavin
Walker had a nine-yard recep-
tion to go with 51 rushing yards
on 13 carries.

The Tigers scored first when
quarterback Adeymi DaSilva fired
an 11-yard touchdown pass to
Malik St. Hilaire in the first quar-
ter. Unlike last year, the Tigers
went to the air and DaSilva com-
pleted 22 passes for 319 yards,
which included three touchdowns.

The Cougars answered in a big
way with five straight touch-
downs, beginning with
Oblachinski’s 59-yard touchdown
strike to McCaffrey to knot the
score in the first quarter.
Oblachinski added a five-yard
touchdown run early in the sec-
ond quarter, making the score
14-7, then followed up with a
one-yard plunge and with the
failed point after, the score was
20-7. Before halftime,
Oblachinski added his five-yard
touchdown run and the point af-
ter was good.

In the third quarter, Oblachinski
found McCaffrey again, this time
for a 15-yard touchdown to jack
up their lead to 34-7. The Tigers
finally spoke up in the quarter
with a 14-yard touchdown re-
ception by Eric Johnson then early
in the fourth quarter, Oblachinski
hit Christiano with a 10-yard
touchdown strike. Oblachinski
added his 23-yard touchdown run
then DaSilva connected with Taj
Huggins (9 receptions, 144 yards)
for a 33-yard touchdown.

Cougar kicker Troy Kettler fin-
ished with five points after touch-
downs. Defensively, Christiano
made nine tackles and caused
one fumble. McCaffrey had four
tackles and an interception. Trot-
ter made five tackles and tipped
a pass. Linebacker Niko Cappello
had seven tackles. Co-captain/
linebacker Rob Delsandro made
five tackles, caused a fumble and
tipped a pass. Lineman Brian
Bruns recorded a six-yard sack.

“We did a good job playing
assignment football this week.

Our d-line Ballas, Baglieri and
Matthews at the ends and
Amaker, Oshaughnessy, Pastor
and Bruns inside, all played their
most physical game of the year
as did our linebackers DelSandro,
Scanlon and Cappello. The safe-
ties Christiano and Trotter
cleaned things up,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

This Saturday a 1 p.m. in Sum-
mit, the Cougars will face the
defending champion 10-0 Sum-
mit Hilltoppers, who have won
22 games in a row after they

grounded Governor Livingston,
34-14, on November 16. On the
third game of the season on Sep-
tember 27, the Hilltoppers de-
feated the Cougars 48-14.

“The nice thing about this team
is that we are still getting better
and there is room for improve-
ment. Most importantly, our
coaches and kids have a genuine
interest in getting better every
week,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
Cranford   7 20   7 13 47
Palisades Park   7   0   7   7 21

OBLACHINSKI RUSHES FOR 111 YDs, 4 TDs, 3 TD PASSES; McCAFFREY, CHRISTIANO 2 EACH

Cougars Clip Palisades Park in Group 3 Sectional, 47-21

David B. Corbin (2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE COMPLETION…Last year, Cougar John Oblachinski, No. 12,
as a wide receiver made the reception but is about to be brought down by a Tiger
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semifinals.

Probitas Verus Honos

2013 Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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Ridge Gridders Hold off Blue Devils in Sectional, 35-28 – photos by Charles Mullrooney

More photos on next page
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LEADER/TIMES SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading 
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!

You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 
about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 
reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 
week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 
coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Here’s WHy :

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New subscriber renewal

One year – $33 Two years – $62 Three years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     state: Zip:

Phone:    email:

CC#:

exp. Date:   sec. Code:

signature:
Cut coupon and mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 

Or call 908.232.4407. subscriptions are pre-paid and non-refundable.

Cash Check
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Millburn Millers Shock Raiders in North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Boys Soccer, 1-0
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The zoning board
of adjustment Monday approved
three variance applications.

Meghan Walsh of 29 Elmora
Avenue was approved to replace
her garage, which was damaged
last October in a storm, she said.
She was granted approval to re-
place the garage with one of the
same size and structure as the
garage that was damaged. She
said most homes in the area
have the same type of detached
garage.

Stephen, Carol and Mary
Giamboi, applicants for 21 Morse
Street, a two-family home, were
granted variance relief for the
house to remain a two-family resi-
dence. The home has been a two-
family for some 80 or 90 years,
Mr. Giamboi said. The Giambois
showed architectural plans to build
an addition that will increase the
building area by about 50 per-
cent, architect Carl Mazzola said.
The addition is within the setback
and lot coverage parameters;
however, the Giambois had to
seek relief from a pre-existing
non-conforming condition of a
two-family dwelling.

Township Zoning Officer Rob-
ert Hudak evaluated tax records
that confirmed the home has
existed as a two-family dwelling
since 1922, the applicant’s at-
torney, Richard Brightman, said.

Mr. Giamboi said he and his
wife, Carol, will occupy the larger
unit, while his mother, Mary, will
live in the adjoining 1,508-
square-foot unit.

The existing detached two-car
garage will be demolished and
replaced with a new two-car ga-
rage that will be attached to the
home with a bedroom above as
part of the addition. Mr. Mazzola
said the driveway’s length will be
lessened and will be changed
from a single-car to a double-car
width driveway.

This addition of more off-street

parking was favorable to Board
Chairman Ronald Marotta, as he
said during the board’s delibera-
tion. Mr. Mazzola said part of the
new design will give the home an
appearance from the outside as
a single-family home.

The house will have new siding
with a veneer stone front as part
of the design that is, “pleasing
and typical to what you see in
Cranford,” Mr. Mazzola said.

“It is a vast improvement to
what is there now,” Board Vice-
Chairman Jeffrey Pistol said. “You
can’t even recognize it as the
same house,” he said of the new
design.

The third applicant, Rosa
Tavares of 513 Claremont Place,
had purchased her property a
few months ago and the garage
was previously converted to a
living space. She had replaced
the non-working garage door with
siding, and in doing so she re-
ceived a letter from the zoning
office informing her that this was
not conforming to the zoning
laws, which say a garage should

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CURB APPEAL...Attorney Richard Brightman, standing at right, and appli-
cant Stephen Giamboi present an application for a use variance of a two-family
home at the Cranford Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting on Monday.

Garwood BOE Seeks Board
Member to Fill Open Seat

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation (BOE) is seeking applica-
tions to fill an open seat on the
board, it announced Tuesday.

Board members Sue Groning
and Brian McDermott were re-
elected to a three-year term in
the board of education’s recent
election and one seat remains
open.

Resident Bruce Paterson had
been the winner of the third seat
as a write-in candidate, however
he had not sought to run for the
BOE. “I really wasn’t destined for
this direction,” Mr. Paterson said
during the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting. Therefore,
he withdrew his name.

Board member John Sullvan
has served two, three-year terms
and chose not to run for re-
election.

The board will advertise the
opening and applications must
be received by Friday, December
6. The seat will be for a one-year
term.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley
and board member Aaron
Watkins presented awards cer-
tificates Tuesday to those stu-
dents who achieved a perfect
score on the NJASK test taken in
the spring.

Following the presentation of
awards, board member Chris-
tina Guerriero gave a speech
about the history of the National
Cemetery of Gettysburg and re-
cited President Abraham Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address in honor of
the 150th Anniversary of the
Gettysburg Address.

The eighth grade play, Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate Fac-
tory, will be held this weekend at
Lincoln School.

Resident Angelo Alimonte asked
when the Arthur L. Johnson High
School teachers’ union contract

negotiations are expected to
settle. Ms. Guerriero said, “I un-
derstand they are close to an
agreement.” The teachers’ con-
tract expired June 30. Ms.
Guerriero said teachers who had
volunteered to help students in
subjects in the early morning or
after school have been advised
to halt.

“You don’t antagonize taxpay-
ers and neglect the students,”
Mr. Alimonte said.

On Sunday, December 8, the
Office of Emergency Management
is expected to give an update on
the after effects of Storm Sandy
at Borough Hall, board member
Ann Palmer said.

Mr. Paterson asked the board
to approach the Union County
Board of Elections and suggest
moving up the board of educa-
tion voting line above the gov-
ernmental office section in the
voting booth. He said where it
was placed this year was confus-
ing to voters.

Superintendent Quigley said the
board is having the fire dampers
and ductwork reaffirmed that
they are in proper working con-
dition, after a resident inquired
about it at a previous meeting.

The board announced it will
put up items that the school
district is no longer in need of at
a county auction, with a date to
be determined. Some of the
items include projectors, a desk,
cafeteria tables and a ping pong
table.

In response to a new law, the
board of education on first read-
ing approved revisions of the
evaluation of teaching staff mem-
bers and the evaluation of the
principal. Ms. Quigley noted that
tenured teachers were evaluated
once a year, and under the revi-
sion they will be evaluated three
times per year.

provide parking.
She was granted relief by the

zoning board.
“It is almost like the applicant

was a victim,” Mr. Pistol said,
referring to the previous owner
not seeking a permit to change
the function of the garage.

Zoning board member Robert
Bovasso said the siding was an
“improvement to the home” and
is “more appealing to the neigh-
borhood.”

During the workshop portion of
the zoning meeting, the board
memorialized the resolution
heard two weeks ago by appli-
cant TG Cranford of 370 North
Avenue East, which currently is
Madan Plastics. The plan, ac-
cording to the meeting agenda,
is to raze the building and re-
place it with a building to house
a bank, a restaurant and a coffee
shop/restaurant with a drive-
through window. Mr. Bovasso said
much of the application’s discus-
sion involved the addition of land-
scaping to soften the street view
of the drive-through window.

CR Zoning Board Approves Variances

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Seminar to Offer Help With
Grief and Finding Healing

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue,
will hold its eight-week seminar
entitled “Journey to Wholeness
— Healing the Grieving Heart” on
Sunday evenings from January 5
through February 23, 2014.

Patti Williams, a Registered
Nurse and certified pastoral be-
reavement counselor, and Vir-
ginia Waters, Ph.D., a psycholo-
gist, will lead the sessions from 7
to 9 p.m. in the Thompson Youth
Center of the church. Both Mrs.
Williams and Dr. Waters have
offered this seminar for 14 years,
helping hundreds of people ex-
perience healing and find a new
purpose for their lives.

The sessions include learning
about the stages of grief and
understanding the tasks of the
grieving process; coping strate-
gies; how to take care of oneself
and why this is so important; the
changes, challenges and choices
that occur; creating memories
one can cherish; coping with holi-
days and anniversaries, and deal-
ing with feelings of loneliness
and being disconnected spiritu-
ally.

A special candlelight ceremony
is held to remember lost love
ones, which includes walking the
labyrinth and a time of fellow-
ship.

Both of the leaders and all of
the facilitators have experienced

loss within their lives. It does not
matter if participants’ loss is
caused by divorce, death or job
loss — it is a loss that must be
grieved. Participants are invited
to bring family members and
friends. All faiths are welcome.
To register for this seminar, call
(908) 709-1341. No fee is
charged. Due the success of the
program and high demand, three
seminars a year will now be of-
fered instead of two.

The seminar is dedicated to
Mrs. Williams’ late husband, the
Reverend Dr. Bruce D. Williams,
who had a vision for the seminar
14 years ago, wanting to help
others deal with their pain and
suffering during their time of loss.

Garwood Lions Plan
Pancake Breakfast

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Lions Club wil l  hold the
organization’s annual Pancake
Breakfast this Sunday, Novem-
ber 24, from 8 a.m. to noon at
The Westwood, located at 438
North Avenue in Garwood. Ad-
mission will be $7 per person;
children under age 6 will be
admitted for free. The menu
will include assorted juices,
homemade pancakes, bacon
and sausage as well as tea or
coffee.

Although best known for the
collection of used eyewear, the
Lions also raise funds for mul-
tiple ongoing projects which serve
the visually-impaired, scholar-
ships for local residents, the
borough’s annual Halloween Pa-
rade and Senior Citizens Picnic,
as well as providing financial sup-
port to youth baseball, educa-
tional endeavors and Scouting.
For information regarding the up-
coming breakfast or Lions mem-
bership, call Lion Peggy Briggs at
(908) 654-4977.

Garwood Reorg. Notice
GARWOOD - The Annual Re-

organization Meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of
Garwood for year 2014 will be
held on Sunday, January 5, 2014
at 3:00 p.m., in the Council
Chambers, Municipal Building,
403 South Avenue, Garwood, NJ.
The public is encouraged to at-
tend.  For information call 908-
789-0710.

GARWOOD - Roald Dahl’s time-
less story of the world-famous
candy man and his quest to find
an heir comes to life in Lincoln
School’s production of Willy
Wonka under the direction of
Music and Theatre Arts teacher,
Armando Gonzalez.

This gender-bending adaptation
follows the mysterious candy
manufacturer Willy Wonka, played
by Emma Knutson, as she stages
a contest by hiding five golden
tickets in five of her scrumptious
candy bars. Whoever comes up
with these tickets will win a free
tour of the Wonka factory, as well
as a lifetime supply of candy.

Four of the children, played by
Cheyenne Doggett, Tristan
Challis, Brandon Domingues, and
Carly Collins are insufferable
brats. The fifth child is a likeable

young lad named Charlie Bucket,
played by Owen Graham. He
takes the tour in the company of
his equally amiable grandfather,
played by Victor Defilippo. The
children must learn to follow Ms.
Wonka’s rules in the factory - or
suffer the consequences.

This scrumdilyumptious musi-
cal is guaranteed to delight
everyone’s sweet tooth. The per-
formance will take place at Lin-
coln School, 400 Second Avenue
in Garwood on Friday, November
22, and Saturday, November 23.
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $8 for adults and $6
for seniors and students, if pur-
chased in advance. All tickets are
$9 at the door.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCHOOL IS OUT...The former St. Anne’s School in Garwood has been demol-
ished to make room for a 72-unit complex for people age 62 and over. The
complex will be operated by the Westfield Senior Citizen Housing Corporation.

Woman Found Dead at
Garwood Train Station
GARWOOD — According to the

NJ Transit Police, a woman was
found dead Tuesday morning on
the south side of the Garwood
train platform by the Garwood
Police Department.

Garwood Police Captain Doug
Stoffer said the woman, who was
approximately 50 years old, was
found slumped over a bench at
about 1:45 a.m.

The investigation was turned
over to the NJ Transit Police, who
stated they are in the process of
trying to identify the woman. A
preliminary investigation has
determined that there were no
signs of foul play and the cause
of death has been determined to
be of natural causes.

The investigation into her iden-
tity continues and anyone with
information is asked to call the
NJ Transit Police at (973) 491-
8677.

BOE School Technology Com-
mittee Representative, Ms.
Groning, said the committee is
researching grants for the dis-
trict to receive Google Play tab-
lets, as Google promotes its prod-
uct to small school districts.

Ms. Quigley said during her
superintendent’s report that
there were no bullying reports
this month,. She announced this
week is American Education Week
and many parents came to the
school Tuesday in support of it.

PTA representative Amanda
Langston announced upcoming
events. Friday, December 13 is
Winterfest, Tuesday, December
17 is Bingo, and Friday through
Tuesday, December 20 through
the 24, is the book fair. The PTA
is also hoping to attract more
members by having people Like
their Facebook page and enter-
ing those people who Like their
page into a drawing for a prize.

Garwood BOE

Probitas Verus Honos

Lincoln School in Garwood
Presents Willy Wonka


