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l'ennemi du journaliste

MAIREAD McKEARY NOTCHES FIRST GOAL,  ADDS ASSIST; MELIADO FOLLOWS WITH GOAL

Minutemen Startle Cougars in Girls Soccer Struggle, 3-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Concerns that a letdown may
occur after dropping a tough de-
cision to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
for the Union County Tourna-
ment championship on October
27 became a reality when the
Elizabeth High School girls soc-
cer team kept one step ahead
most of the game to startle the
Cranford Cougars, 3-2, at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on Octo-
ber 31.

The 9-6-3 Lady Minutemen took
advantage of the 16-2 Cougars’
not quite up to speed move-
ments and scored within the first
five minutes when Maria Calle
slid the ball past goalkeeper
Megan Pringle, who finished with
six saves. Then with 4:15 re-
maining in the first half, Calle
assisted Monica Flores on a some-
what unusual goal. That sequence
began with a free kick that was
deflected by a defender. Flores
rushed to the rebound first and
buried it in the right corner. In
the half, Elizabeth out-shot the
Cougars, 5-1, although the Cou-
gars held a 4-2 edge in corner
kicks.

In fact, the Lady Minutemen
took a 3-0 lead 13 minutes into
the second half when Calle tapped
in her second goal after a free
kick. The Cougars did not suc-
cessfully respond until senior for-

ward Mairead McKeary scored
with 20 minutes remaining.

“This game we all were kind of
relaxed during warm-ups and
didn’t really seem to have the
desire to play. It wasn’t that we

didn’t want to win, it was that no
one came prepared. I don’t want
to say that we underestimated
them, because we knew that they
had good players and they were
like a solid team to play against.

We really weren’t playing the
Cranford style of soccer that we
were playing this whole entire
season. We weren’t playing to

feet. We were rushed. We weren’t
ready for them to be putting in
tackles on us,” McKeary said.

McKeary’s goal was a right-to-
left shot that lodged into the left
corner.

“That’s when we started set-
tling the ball. The midfield got it,
played it through our outside
forward Annie Gunther. I saw
this opening and ‘Gun’ picked
her head up and saw me. It was

the right time. I made the cut
and ‘Gun’ played it across to me.
I just had to finish it in order to
try to pick this game up. I didn’t
start well either. I thought if I
step it up, maybe the whole team
will. It would be a good starting
point. After that, it picked up
quite a bit,” McKeary said.

Nine minutes later, McKeary
possessed the ball at midfield,
dribbled way down the left side
to within 10 yards of the goal and
crossed to Izzy Meliado, who
made the score, 3-2.

“I was going in on goal, and I
started to get too far wide. My
teammate Isabella Meliado was
making a perfect run down the
middle, so I picked my head up,
saw her and crossed it into the
middle. She got her foot on it and
finished it. It was what we work
on all the time in practice, a
perfect goal,” McKeary said.

The Cougars added a furious
attack in the final two minutes,
but the Lady Minutemen suc-
cessfully resisted.

Since the seeding for the up-
coming sectional tournaments,
which began on November 4,
had already been settled, and
the Cougars had received the top
seed, the loss to Elizabeth held
no bearing, but it may have been
a blessing in disguise.

“Mentally, we all must pick it
up. This showed that any team
can come out and beat us. Other
teams are not going to just let us
beat them. They are going to
play us. Our practices, everyone
has to be more focused. Every-
one has to start mentally prepar-
ing now,” McKeary said.

Elizabeth 2 1 3
Cranford 0 2 2

Probitas Verus Honos

See More next page

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR POSSESSION…Cranford Cougar Shannon McGovern, No. 15, attempts to nudge the Lady Minute-
man in order to gain possession of the ball at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 31.

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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The Cranford High School foot-
ball team overcame a 3-0 first-
quarter deficit to roll past the
A.L. Johnson Crusaders, 26-10,
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
November 1. Senior quarterback
John Oblachinski led the 5-3 Cou-
gars with 118 yards and two
touchdowns on 25 carries and
completed four of six passes for
50 yards, including a touchdown
pass to Luke Christiano.

After Crusader Mitch Becker
booted a field goal, the Cougars
answered with a three-yard

touchdown run from running back
Donavin Walker, who finished
with eight carries for 21 yards.
He also had a seven-yard recep-
tion. Oblachinski added a one-
yard touchdown run. Troy Ketler’s
point after attempt (PAT) on the
second touchdown was blocked.

Christiano, who finished with
two receptions for 41 yards and
six carries for 46 yards, scored on
a 23-yard pass from Oblachinski
to give the Cougars a 19-3 lead in
the third quarter then Oblachinski
added a four-yard touchdown run
in the fourth quarter. Johnson
quarterback Vin Fischetti con-
nected with receiver Joe Fran-
cisco for an 80-yard touchdown.

The Cougars finished with 214
rushing yards. Dan DeLayo had
five carries for 27 yards and Jack
Schetelich had three carries for

two yards. Joe Norton had a two-
yard reception.

Defensive back Kevin Trotter
led the Cougars with 10 tackles
and one knockdown of a pass.
Christiano made seven tackles
and returned an interception for
15 yards. Defensive end Steve
Baglieri made eight tackles and
recovered a fumble. Linebacker
Niko Cappelli made five tackles,
co-captain/linebacker Rob
Delsandro made four tackles, in-
cluding a five-yard sack, Donnell
Amaker had four tackles and a
sack, and Walker batted down
three passes.

The Cougars will be on the road
tomorrow, Friday, November 8,
to face North Plainfield at 7 p.m.
AL Johnson   3   0   0   7 10
Cranford   0 13   6   7 26

OBLACHINSKI RUNS 2 TDs, CHRISTIANO TD, WALKER TD

Cranford Cougars Rumble Past
ALJ Crusader Gridders, 26-10

Minutemen Startle Lady Cougars
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Blue Devils Pummel BrH2O Panther Gridders, 40-10 – photos by Charles Mulrooney

More photos on next page
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Blue Devils Pummel BrH2O Panther Gridders, 40-10 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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** Westfield Blue Devil Soccer Girls Corral New Providence Lady Pioneers, 5-1 **



LEADER/TIMES SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading 
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!

You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 
about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 
reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 
week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 
coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Here’s WHy :

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New subscriber renewal

One year – $33 Two years – $62 Three years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     state: Zip:

Phone:    email:

CC#:

exp. Date:   sec. Code:

signature:
Cut coupon and mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 

Or call 908.232.4407. subscriptions are pre-paid and non-refundable.

Cash Check
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** Blue Devils Stop Union Farmers in Field Hockey Sectional First Round, 4-2 **
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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Republicans Mary
O’Connor, 3,996, and Bob
D’Ambola, 3,797, defeated
Democratic incumbent Kevin
Campbell, 3,560, and his run-
ning mate, Kelly Howard, 3,447,
Tuesday in the race for two seats
on the township committee. They
will fill the seats of Mr. Campbell
and Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley, a Democrat,  who chose
not to run for re-election.

As cheers enveloped the newly-
elected committee members at
the Garlic Rose on North Avenue,
Ms. O’Connor said, “I’m over-
whelmed.” Ms. O’Connor is a
widow and the mother of a grown
daughter, Nell. She now serves
on the planning board, and this
was her first run for political of-

fice. She grew up in Cranford and
is an education technology spe-
cialist for the Summit school dis-
trict. She said that her parents
were both Republicans in Cranford
and also said she always told her
daughter that she could do any-
thing she wanted to do.

“This time, she threw it back to
me and urged me to run,” she
added. “We knocked on the doors
of 4,000 houses,” she said. “I’m
amazed. I can’t begin to tell you,”
she remarked, while thanking
supporters. “It’s almost unbe-
lievable. This shows where the
real team is in Cranford. The
good people in Cranford are on
this side.”

Mr. D’Ambola, who is a former
police officer in Summit and now
the chief of security and emer-
gency management at St. Mary’s
Hospital in Passaic, also was

elated and thanked supporters
in the room. “We walked and
walked and walked,” he said.
“We can’t wait to start working
for Cranford and for all of the
residents.”

He thanked Committee mem-
bers Kalnins and Lisa Adubato,
current Republican members on
the committee. He also thanked
all of the people who held
fundraisers and thanked state
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield),
Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin and the Union
County Republican Committee.

Cranford Republican Chairman
Bob Donovan thanked all of the
past Republican mayors and com-
mittee members. Mr. Morin said,
“It is great to see that old-fash-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD WINNERS...Pictured, left to right, Cranford Commissioners
Andis Kalnins and Lisa Adubato and Township Committee-elect members Mary
O’Connor and Bob D’Ambola celebrate their victory at The Garlic Rose.

O’Connor, D’Ambola Win Cranford Twp. Committee Seats
ioned campaigning and the voices
of an educated public results in
getting the best people elected.”

As of January, the township
committee will consist of four
Republicans and one Democrat,
Tom Hannen, Jr., who now serves
as mayor.

Over at the Kilkenny House Res-
taurant & Pub on South Avenue,
which served as Democratic
headquarters Tuesday evening,
the mood was less festive, but
good-natured. After losing his
bid for reelection Tuesday, Mr.
Campbell, an attorney and life-
long Cranford resident who has
served on the township commit-
tee for three years, said, “This
was a very close election. It shows
that Cranford is a very indepen-
dent town and all public officials
should keep this in mind.”

Mr. Howard, a three-year
Cranford resident, said, “Tremen-

dous progress has been made in
the past year. My hope is that
this will balance out and more
progress will benefit the whole
community.”

Outgoing Committeeman
O’Malley said he chose not to
seek reelection because, “The
recession hit me hard; I have to
start making some money. Be-
ing a committeeman is hard work.
You have to forget about ideol-
ogy and do what works. It was an
education and a half. The new
committee people will learn that.”

Mayor Hannen said, “It’s all about
Cranford. I wish the new commis-
sioners the best of luck. It’s all
about Cranford.” Former mayor
Dan Aschenbach commented that,
“It was a close election and very
good for the Democrats, even
though they came up short. I’m
sure everyone will work together
in 2014 and do a good job.”

CDC Receives Proclamation
For 95 Seasons of Hard Work

CRANFORD – Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz presented a proc-
lamation to the Cranford Dra-
matic Club Theatre (CDC) recog-
nizing the theatre’s 95th season
before a recent performance of
Little Shop of Horrors.

Founded in 1919 the CDC The-
atre is an all-volunteer run the-
atre and a registered 501©3 or-
ganization whose productions are
consistently recognized for their
excellence by the NJ Association
of Community Theatres, NJYACT.
The theatre’s The Music Man was
honored with the Perry Award for
Outstanding Production of a Mu-
sical in 2013.

CDC Theatre’s 2013-2014 sea-
son will continue with a Children’s
Theatre production of Dear Edwina,
on Friday, December 6, and Sat-
urday, December 7, and Sunday,
December 8. The musical Spring

Awakening at the end of February
and the drama Doubt, A Parable
will be presented in May.

The Junior Theatre Program at
CDC Theatre includes ongoing
classes for children, the upcom-
ing production of Dear Edwina in
December and two Junior Mem-
ber shows in June: Alice in Won-
derland, with elementary/middle
school aged performers and
Urinetown, with high school aged
performers. Visit
www.cdctheatre.org for ticket
and audition information.

Funding has been made pos-
sible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, and a Partner
Agency of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

Mathieu, Martin Win
Garwood Election

By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Conservative Re-
publican Garwood Councilman
James Mathieu, 585, was re-
elected to a second term Tues-
day night along with Republican
Michael Martin, 722, who will
take the council seat currently
filled by Steven Blaufeder come
January. A write-in bid by Bruce
Paterson fell short with 157 votes.
The local Republican Party chose
Mr. Blaufeder to fill a vacancy on
the council left by the resigna-
tion of Victor DeFilippo and to
run for council in the GOP Pri-
mary in June along with Mr. Mar-
tin. Mr. Mathieu was the top vote
getter in the Primary, followed
by Mr. Martin. Democrats, who
have a 4-2 majority on the bor-
ough council, did not file any
nominating petitions for candi-
dates by the April deadline, nor
did they mount a write-in effort
in their party’s Primary.
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POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Wednesday, October 2,
Michael A. Williams, 30, of
Belleville was arrested and
charged with two counts of theft
by deception and issuing bad
checks after he attempted to
purchase more than $1,300
worth of jewelry and silverware
with a personal check at a store
on North Avenue.

According to police, the store
owners became suspicious of
the transaction and contacted
the bank, which informed them
the check was issued on a closed
account. The store owners then
contacted police and a suspect
was developed during the in-
vestigation. After Williams was
arrested by the Newark Police
Department for an unrelated
incident, he was served with the
complaints while housed at the
Essex County jail, police said. It
was determined Williams had
victimized several other mer-
chants throughout New Jersey,
authorities said. He currently is
being held at the Essex County
jail after failing to post bail,
which was set at $30,000.

Friday, October 11, Max L.
Picard, 45, of Old Bridge was
arrested and charged with theft
by unlawful disposition after he
turned himself in at police head-
quarters. According to police,
Picard had entered into an
agreement with the Garwood
Centennial Celebration Commit-
tee in June 2012 to purchase
and install 24 custom banners
to be displayed in the central
business district of Garwood.
Picard accepted $950 as a down
payment on the contract, which
he deposited into his account
but failed to deliver and install
the banners, authorities re-
ported. He was processed and

released with a court date.
Sunday, October 13, Sidney

L. Baskerville, 54, of Elizabeth
was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop on
the 400 block of South Avenue.
After Baskerville failed multiple
field sobriety tests at the scene,
he was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased with a court date.

Tuesday, October 15, Jamall
Gray, 28, of East Orange was
arrested for driving with a sus-
pended license after a motor
vehicle stop on the 300 block of
North Avenue. He was processed
and released at the scene with
a court date.

Wednesday, October 16, Mat-
thew Dellandrino, 24, of
Garwood was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license
and on an outstanding warrant
out of Fanwood in the amount of
$1,000 after a motor vehicle
stop on the 10 block of Second
Avenue. He was processed and
turned over to the Fanwood
Police Department.

Monday, October 21, Tiffany
Hester, 35, of Westfield was
arrested for driving with a sus-
pended license and on an active
traffic warrant for $250 after a
motor vehicle stop on the 200
block of Walnut Street. She was
processed, posted bail and re-
leased with a court date.

Sunday, October 13, Fernando
Perez, 32, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested for driving with a sus-
pended license after a motor
vehicle stop on the 400 block of
North Avenue. He was processed
and released at the scene with
a court date.

Probitas Verus Honos

Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader
TRICK-OR-TREAT...Julian and Miguel DeLaCruz show off their costumes on Thursday at the Garwood Halloween
Costume Contest following the borough’s parade.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will feature a
“Salute to Cranford’s War Vet-
erans” display this Saturday, No-
vember 9, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. The exhibit will be dis-
played at the Hanson House,
located at 38 Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford. There also will
be Army vehicles on display out-
side.

This exhibit is intended as a
tribute to Cranford men and

women who have served the
United States with honor. Ad-
mission will be free.

The Cranford Historical
Society’s mission is to preserve
and perpetuate the history of
Cranford. All are invited to visit
the organization’s website,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com,
for more information. Anyone
with questions is asked to call
the Historical Society’s office at
(908) 276-0082.

Historical Society to Salute
War Vets Saturday, November 9

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

Probitas Verus Honos
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UCC Designated As
Military Friendly School

CRANFORD – Union County
College was recently honored
for the first time as one of the
top 20 percent of colleges, uni-
versities and trade schools na-
tionwide to make G.I. Jobs
magazine’s 2014 list of Military
Friendly Schools. This designa-
tion highlights those institutions
that are doing the most to em-
brace military students and en-
sure their success in the class-
room and after graduation.

G.I. Jobs, a veteran-owned
business headquartered in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
pol led more than 10,000
schools across the country com-
piling the list after extensive
research that started last May.
Now into its fifth year, the mili-
tary friendly list offers veter-
ans guidance on which schools
are doing the most to embrace
them as students. Union County
College was one of 36 colleges
from New Jersey and one of 12
county colleges in the state to
receive this recognition. The
common bond is a shared pri-
ority of recruiting students with
military experience.

On the heels of President
Barack  Obama’s “8 Keys to
Success” guide for supporting
veterans on campus, the 2014
Military Friendly Schools list
captures best practices among
colleges in recruitment and re-
tention of military students.

Union County College is com-
mitted to providing veterans
with the resources and ben-
efits necessary to advance their
education. The College is proud
to be able to provide an afford-
able education to the dedicated
men and women who served
our country. The face of our
veterans’ community is chang-
ing and there are many younger
veterans who need a new skill
set as a result of our national
economy. Union County Col-
lege is the place for them to
complete their associate’s de-
gree.

For more information on vet-
eran services at Union County
College, call Enrollment Spe-
cialist Paul Belmonte at (908)
709-7133. For more informa-
tion about the College, visit
www.ucc.edu.

WELCOME TO CRANFORD...Romola’s Seafood and Grille, a 50-seat Mediterranean seafood restaurant, has opened in
the Cranford Crossing complex on South Union Avenue. The restaurant is owned by Michael Ventura and Sonny Gjuvakj
who also own the neighboring Brooklyn Pizza. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Gjuvakj, Cranford Mayor Tom Hannen, Mr.
Ventura and Downtown Director Kathleen Miller Prunty as they welcomed the new restaurant to the township.

GARWOOD — The Mothers’
Center of Central New Jersey
will hold a four-week discus-
sion group entitled “Mind in the
Making: The 7 Essential Life
Skills Every Child Needs.” The
group will meet Tuesdays, No-
vember 19 and 26 and Decem-
ber 3 and 10, from 9:15 to
10:45 a.m., at the Garwood
Presbyterian Church, located
at 341 Spruce Avenue. On-site
babysitting will be available.

This discussion group will in-
troduce the following life skills:

Communicating, Critical Think-
ing, Taking on Challenges, and
Self-Directed, Engaged Learn-
ing. The fee for this series is
$15 for members and $30 for
non-members. The discussion
curriculum will be centered on
the book and video series “Mind
in the Making” by El len
Galinsky.

Mind in the Making, part of
the New York-based think tank
Families and Work Institute, is
now a national initiative to
share scientifically-based re-

Mother Seton to
Present Sound of Music
CLARK - On Friday and Satur-

day, November 22 and 23, at 7:30
p.m., and on Sunday, November
24, at 2 p.m., Mother Seton Re-
gional High School will present its
annual school play, The Sound of
Music. A special 50th Anniversary
reception will follow the show on
Saturday evening.

The school is located on Valley
Road in Clark. Ticket prices are
as follows: Adults and students
- $10; Children under 12 and
senior citizens - $8. For further
information, call (973) 382-
1952 or visit motherseton.org.

search and applicable strate-
gies for promoting life skills in
communities across the coun-
try.

This initiative includes hands-
on training for educators and
parents; partnerships with com-
munity leaders and schools, and
a series of forums and lectures
throughout the nation. For more

information, visit the Mind in
the Making website,
mindinthemaking.org/.

The Mothers’ Center of Cen-
tral New Jersey is a non-profit,
non-sectarian organization
founded in 1978. It is a mem-
ber of the National Association
of Mothers’ Centers. New mem-
bers are always welcome. For
more information on this or
other Mothers’ Center program-
ming, call (908) 561-1751, e-
mail mccnj@westfieldnj.com or
visit cnj.motherscenter.org.

Mothers’ Group to Discuss Building Essential Life Skills

Probitas Verus Honos


