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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As it had been at the county
relays, Union Catholic dominated
the Union County boys individual
championship with a total of 145,
and the Blue Devils finished sec-
ond at 79 in the 16-team field at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on
May 16-17. Governor Livingston
placed third at 63, followed by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 44,
Rahway at 43, New Providence at
23 and Cranford at 22.

On May 16, Blue Devils Matt
Luppino at 4:22.13, Phil Edwards
at 4:22.43 and Kevin Smith at

4:25.82 swept the 1,600 meters,
and Raider Joe Dzuback finished
sixth at 4:30.71. Luppino took
the lead from the start and main-
tained it throughout, but Edwards
put on a strong kick down the
stretch and nearly caught him at
the line.

“It’s always nice to win a race,
but we came in here with three
guys, so there was a chance to go
1-2-3. So we went out there. We
finished. It was really an exciting
race for us. We knew we had guys
like Andrew Ghizzone [Union
Catholic], who was seeded num-
ber 1, has one of the best kicks I’ve

ever seen. I had a feeling he would
be coming, so I took that third lap,
kept pushing, fourth lap I couldn’t
let it go,” Luppino explained.

“Last week I got him [Luppino].
This week he was back in action.
I had a PR [personal record] by
two or three seconds. It was a fun
race,” Edwards said.

“We knew we could do it. We
executed our race plan, and it
worked out perfectly. I passed
two guys on the last lap. We
knew we had to go out hard,
because if we made it too slow,
we knew they would be able to
come and get us,” Smith said.

The next day, Edwards really
had his day in the sun when he
crossed first in the 3,200 with a
time of 9:30.22 (PR by more
than 36 seconds). Blue Devil Matt

Russo crossed fourth at 9:52.86,
followed by Raiders Dzuback at
9:54.1 and Alex Livornios at
9:54.9.

Luppino at 1:56.86, Smith at
1:57.02 and Dan Luzzi at 1:57.75
placed 2-3-5 in the 800 meters.
Smith, Luppino, Luzzi and Adam
Lupicki finished second in the
4x400 at 3:25.59.

Raider Quaryee Bull took the
top spot in the triple jump with a
distance of 43-5. Blue Devil Jon
Savorgiannakis placed fifth at 40-
9.5. Bull also took fourth in the
long jump with a leap of 21-3.
Cougar Rob Kessler placed fourth
in the javelin with a toss of 162-
6. Cougar Jake Waleski finished
third in the 400-intermediate
hurdles with a time of 55.75.
Blue Devil Bjorn Charley crossed
third in the 100 meters with a
time of 11.24, followed by Raider
Merlin Edmond at 11.33. Lupicki

at 22.76 and Charley at 23.08
placed 5-6 in the 200, followed
by Cougar Reggie Green at 23.13.

A battle for the top spot in the
pole vault took place between
Blue Devil Peter Fagan and Mike
Closs (New Providence). Both
cleared 15-0 and both just missed
15-6, but Closs got top honors,
because Fagan missed once on
his opening height. Cougar Pat
Lynch placed fourth at 13-0, and
Raider Christian Zoufaly placed
sixth at 12-6.

“We compete a lot together. He
has made a big improvement
since indoor season. I woke up
today, and I was feeling really
good. Today I said, ‘I’m going to
do it!’ It didn’t come together at
the end. I tried my best. You
can’t win them all. I moved back
to a seven-step approach today.
I am normally at a six. It was a

WF’s LUPPINO, EDWARDS, SMITH SWEEP 1600, RAIDERS GARY, CASTORE CAPTURE 1-2 IN SHOT

Blue Devils 2nd, Raiders 4th, at Union County Boys Track
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little bit soft. If I was on a bigger
pole, it might have made a differ-
ence,” Fagan said.

In the previous week at the
conference meet, Raiders Rashan

Gary at 52-10.25 (PR), Billy
Castore at 50-7.25 and James
Kaiser at 48-11 gobbled up the
top three places in the shot put.
Prior to his PR, Gary, a freshman,

had been toying with but never
surpassed the 50-foot mark.

“I was holding the shot wrong,
so my coach [Ken] Hernandez,
told me to put all four fingers on
the shot then my teammates got
me ready, saying, ‘Go get it! Go
get it!’ That’s what happened. Right
now my goal is to get 55 before the
season ends. I’m just pushing hard
in practice,” Gary said.

“My friends keep getting me
excited about going farther. We
keep pushing each other, so I am
excited about what’s going on,”
Kaiser said.

Last week Kaiser won the dis-
cus with a toss of 131-0. Looking
ahead, he said, “I have been
working hard at discus in prac-
tice. I know Rashan and Mike
[Dwunfour] have been working
hard as well, so it’s helping us.”

Last year at the sectional meet,
Kaiser threw a 131-10, and this
time he did improve upon his
throw and took sixth in the discus
with a distance of 132-4. Cougar

Rob O’Shaughnessy placed sec-
ond with a distance of 142-2.
Viking Sean Brennan won the
event with a toss of 163-0.

In the shot put, Kaiser did come

closer to the 50-foot mark to
place fifth with a shove of 49-1.5.
Gary won the event with a dis-
tance of 51-1.5 and Castore was
second at 50-2.25.

Blue Devil Boys Place Second, Raiders Take Fourth at Union County Track & Field Meet
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Union Lady Farmers took
top honors at the Union County
individual track meet at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield on May 16-17
with a total of 107, while the
Cranford Cougars placed second
at 70 in the 19-team field. The
Raiders finished third with 64
points, followed by the Blue Dev-
ils at 56, Summit at 41, Governor
Livingston at 28 and Union Catho-
lic at 26.

Blue Devils Lily Burtness, Sophia
Goldschmidt, Natalie Marcotullio
and Amanda Fischer crossed first
in the 4x400 with a time of
4:01.49, followed by Raiders Tori
Baliatico, Kailyn Reilly, Darianna
DeVore and Justine Valdes at
4:03.24. Marcotullio finished sec-
ond in the 800 with a time of
2:22.27, and Meghan O’Dwyer

finished sixth at 2:27.29. Amanda
Fischer finished sixth in the 400

with a time of 59.35.
Cougar Jenna Ellenbacher im-

proved upon her personal-record
(PR) winning time of 1:04.67 at
the Mountain Conference meet
in the previous week by crossing
first in the 400-hurdles at
1:03.27, followed by Baliatico,
who also improved upon her best
time with a 1:04.35.

“Going into this, I saw the times
were very competitive. I was
thinking, if I lose, lose on a PR,
but it’s always better to win on a
PR,” Ellenbacher said.

“I always try to go out my best.
I pushed myself. Today’s run,
the track feels bigger, but it didn’t
stop me or slow me down. I
finished second, and that’s good
for me. I was trying to keep up
with her, so I could get my time
down,” Baliatico said.

WESTFIELD WINS 4X4OO, RAIDER RENFREE JAVELIN, COUGAR ELLENBACHER WINS 400HURDLES

Cougars, Raiders, Blue Devils Place 2-3-4 in UC Girls Track
Cougars Bryanna Grant and

Regine Hunter placed 1-2 in the
triple jump with respective dis-
tances of 39-2.5 and 38-7. Raider
Christine Charles placed fifth at
35-3.25. At the conference meet
last week, Charles and Hunter
each won their long jump events
with identical PR leaps of 18-1.

“It was a nice day to jump. I
was ready. Every meet I am ready
to get that 18, but I didn’t even
know I was getting it. I can’t
even describe it. It was amazing.
I finally did it after four years of
long jumping,” said Charles, who
added, “If I try my best, I will be
happy with what I accomplish, so
best of luck to her.”

Hunter had a leap of 18-0.75 to
place first in the long jump and
Charles placed second with a dis-
tance of 17-11. Charles also took

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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fourth in the high jump with a clearance
of 5-0. Hunter and teammate Ashley
McGuire finished 4-5 in the 100 meters
with respective times of 12.55 and 12.77.
Grant at 15.12, Hunter at 15.23, McGuire
at 15.64 and Baliatico at 15.81 finished
2-3-4-6 in the 100-hurdles. DeVore at
26.31, Ellenbacher also at 26.31 and
Raider Devora Ward at 26.46 finished 4-
5-6 in the 200. Blue Devil Mea Devin and
Grant placed 2-3 in the pole vault both
with a height of 9-6.

Raider Samantha Renfree, who placed
third in the shot put with a shove of 35-
1.25 and second in the discus with a toss
of 106-1, was preparing for her show-
down in the javelin with Blue Devil Meghan
Reilly, who had a WHS record toss of
123-0 at the county relays.

“That was my best. I have been waiting
a while to do it, and I have been putting
a lot of preparation into it. It paid off in
the end. I got up there and said, ‘I’m
going to PR. It’s a good day. I’m going to
do it.’ It felt effortless,” Reilly said.

“We always go back-and-forth with
each other,” commented Renfree, whose

best javelin throw was 125-10 at the
sectionals last year.

“It’s always back-and-forth between
us. We always bring out the best in each
other. I like throwing with her,” Reilly
said.

Renfree won the event with a throw of
119-4, followed by Reilly at 108-2, Blue
Devil Christina Mosco at 107-2 and Raider
Christy Monroy at 106-4.

Blue Devil Gabby Stravach, who won
her 1,600 event at the conference meet,
cut two seconds off her time to finish
third with a time of 5:19.62, behind the
two strong Summit runners, Gillian
McIlroy at 5:10.5 and Jessica Martins at
5:18.99. Stravach nearly caught Martins
with a strong kick down the stretch.

“I felt really good, because I know that
Summit is great competition, especially
in the mile,” Stravach said.

As to her winning time at the confer-
ence meet, she said, “I was really excited
because it was my PR and actually my
first time running it.”

Stravach also finished second in the
3,200 at 11:33.97.

Cougars, Raiders, Blue Devils Place 2-3-4 at Union County Track & Field Championships
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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An explosive hitting lineup
emerged in the fifth inning, when
the Cranford High School base-
ball team scored four runs to earn
a 9-6 victory over visiting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on May 16.

“We were fortunate to get some
timely hitting. Their guys did a
nice job and we were fortunate to
get more runs across today,”
said Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey.

Winning pitcher John Armstrong
scattered seven hits, struck out
two and walked two over five
innings. Chris Folinusz and Tyler
Davis relieved and tossed one
inning each. Folinusz also went
3-for 4, including two RBI and
two runs scored. Tommy Trotter
finished 2-for-4, including an RBI
and two runs scored. Alex Plick
whacked a pair of singles, scored
once and had one RBI.

Raider starting pitcher Garrett
Zito was breezing along with a
three-run, five-hitter, while walk-
ing two in three innings. Reliever
Owen Monahan struggled then
Chris Ciccarino got the call to
slow down the Cougar offense.

“I just try to throw strikes,
keep them off balance. They are
not used to slower pitching, I
threw a lot of curve balls, tried to
mix in different pitches and let
the defense do a little work. We
just got unlucky with some bad
hops here and there. Things just
did not go our way,” said Zito.

“Every game, there is one area;
hitting, fielding and pitching, where
we have a lull. Garrett did a good
job and kept them off-balance a
little bit. We made a couple of
mistakes behind him, gave them a
couple of runs. You make mis-

FOLINUSZ GOES 3-FOR 4, GETS 2 RBI, SCORES 2 RUNS; TROTTER TAPS RBI, SCORES 2 RUNS

Cougars Rise in Fifth, Hold Off Raider Baseballers, 9-6
takes, give them extra outs, they’re
going to capitalize,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock.

The Raiders committed three
errors, however first baseman
Brad Alleman made a headfirst
sliding snag in the second. Sec-
ond baseman Zach Lipshitz made
a fine scoop for an out in the
sixth. Catcher Matt Ridge gunned
down two runners in the third,
then nailed another in the fifth.

“We were not intense through-
out the game. Cougars were up

all game, talking the whole time,
ready to go every at-bat, ready
to swing. We were down, mel-
low, complacent with ourselves.
Pitching was there, fielding was
there at some points; some points
it wasn’t. I had my upside and
down side this game, a couple of
passed balls. The putouts, it felt
good. Finally got my arm back
and shot a couple of kids down,”
said Ridge.

The 12-9 Raiders took a 3-0
lead in the top of the first. Alleman

and James D’Angelo both singled,
and Kevin Maxwell was awarded
first to load the bases with two
outs. Matt Marino was hit on the
arm to earn an RBI. Ridge and
Kevin Raszka each added RBI
singles.

“The first two outs I got were
easy outs. I was hitting my spots,
but then they were finding holes.
From that point on I decided that
they were not going to get any-
thing else off of me. I hit my
spots and I just followed what

the coaches wanted me to do,”
said Armstrong.

The 16-1 Cougars scored a run
on two hits in the bottom of the
inning when Trotter singled and
scored on Folinusz’ s single. Three
more Cougars scored in the third.
Trotter reached on an outfield
miscue, Sean Feeney took one
for his team. Andrew DiFrancesco
and Folinusz capitalized with RBI
singles and Albert Garguilo
plopped an RBI single to center.

In the fourth, Cougar John
Oblachinski singled, stole sec-
ond and scored on Trotter’s single
to left. The Cougars broke it open
with their four runs in the fifth. A
run scored on a bungled infield
play. Garguilo hit an RBI sacrifice
bunt. Jake Forrestal added an
RBI sac fly and Plick tapped an
RBI single.

“Every game, it’s pretty much
the same approach, just come
out, try to get ahead every time
up; I don’t care what it is as long
as I get on. We pretty much play
small ball, chip away, get some
runs as a team, help each other
out on situational hitting. De-
fense, everyone really hustles on
ball, everyone is on their belly
like diving, just everyone giving
it their all,” said Cougar catcher
Folinusz.

The Raiders plated three in the
sixth. Lipshitz and Alleman lofted
RBI sacrifice flies, and D’Angelo
ripped an RBI single.

“The last couple of games, we
realized that we were not getting
off early. First inning here, we
came up with three runs, which
was good and then we slowed
down again until the sixth inning.
Garrett pitched great for a sopho-
more starting against a number
two team in the state,” said
Alleman.

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 300 003 0 6
Cranford 103 140 x 9

Probitas Verus Honos
Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WAITING FOR THE THROW...Raider shortstop Christian Zazzali awaits the throw as Cougar Tommy Trotter, No. 1,
steals second base. The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 9-6, at Memorial Field in Cranford on May 16.

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Penalties played a partial role,
but accurate passing on the part
of the Hilltoppers’ offense also
helped determine the outcome
of the top-seeded Summit High
School boys lacrosse team’s 9-5
victory over the second-seeded
Westfield Blue Devils in the Union
County Tournament champion-
ship game at A.L. Johnson High
School in Clark on May 14.

The tenacity of both teams’
defenses and, especially, the
performances of Blue Devil goalie
Garrett Williamson and Hilltopper
goalie Scott Caputo stood up well
against both teams’ very potent
offenses.

Williamson, who made 10
saves, said, “There were two re-
ally great teams playing today.
Both teams have fantastic de-

fenses. Summit’s always played
very, very well offensively, so it
was just a tough game.”

The Blue Devils’ defense was
focusing on sticking closely to
Hilltopper attackers Austin
Carbone and Liam Mennig, while
the Hilltoppers’ defense was put-
ting the pinch on Blue Devil at-
tackers Jack Flaherty and Nick
Arnold.

“Both Arnold and Flaherty and
then Carbone and Mennig are
great players, and as a defense
you have to key on the best.
That’s what they did, and that’s
what we did. They just did it a
little bit better,” Williamson said.

Flaherty finished with three
goals, while Arnold and midfielder
Matt Webb each netted a goal,

and defender Christian Burgdorf
added an assist. Mennig scored

four goals and had two assists,
and Carbone had three goals and

three assists, while attacker Matt
Maier contributed a pair of goals.

On three occasions, Caputo,
who had eight saves, made point-
blank stops on Flaherty’s shots.

“He is a talented player. We are
familiar teams with each other.
They capitalized on their oppor-
tunities and we didn’t. We put
ourselves in a little bit of a hole in
the first half with multiple penal-
ties. That really bit us in the end.
With a team like this, you can’t
do that,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Pat Tuohy said.

Flaherty scored the first goal
just 36 seconds into the game
when he scooped a loose ball in
front of the goal and slid it past
Caputo. With 6:46 left in the first
quarter, Carbone curled right-
to-left in front of the net and
flicked a left-handed shot into

FLAHERTY SCORES THREE GOALS;WEBB, ARNOLD NOTCH 1 EACH; BURGDORF GETS ASSIST

Hilltoppers Grab UCT Crown, Get Past Blue Devil Boys, 9-5

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
Probitas Verus Honos
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the netting to tie the score. A
little more than three minutes
later, Carbone assisted Mennig
on his first goal. One minute later
Webb found the net to tie the
score then with nine seconds on
the clock, Maier, on Mennig’s

assist, made the score, 3-2.
Westfield penalties in the sec-

ond quarter took its toll and the
Hilltoppers capitalized with three
unanswered goals to grab a 6-2
lead at the half. Carbone scored
the first goal with a shuffle pass

into the net. Mennig added a
stuff, after Carbone’s assist, then
Maier scored the third goal.

The Blue Devils went on the
offensive in the third quarter and
netted a pair of goals to tighten
the game at 6-4 entering the
fourth quarter. Burgdorf, who was
on the left side at midfield, saw
Flaherty sprinting all alone down
the center and quickly fed him
the ball. Flaherty charged the
goal and fired the ball past
Caputo. Midway through the
quarter, Arnold added a slam
dunk, but the Blue Devils had
more opportunities, including
another charge from Flaherty that
Caputo stopped point blank.

“We were still in the game with
that third quarter. Had we hit
one of those shots, it’s 6-5 going
into the fourth. But they never
stopped,” Coach Tuohy said.

Westfield’s momentum got bro-
ken severely with another de-
fensive penalty with 9:19 left in
the game. It took only 14 sec-
onds for Mennig to set up Carbone
with the man-down score.
Carbone returned the favor to
Mennig to make the score, 8-4.
Flaherty added his third goal then
Mennig scored the final goal with
2:14 remaining.

“One of the things we wanted
to do was limit our penalties.
Sometimes we were a little over-
aggressive. Sometimes we make

mental mistakes. It’s something
we have to overcome if we want
to keep the season going, keep
on winning. Against teams like
that, especially if we get deep in
the playoffs, that’s what we are
going to see. Making those mis-
takes, especially early in the
game, can dig a hole, and it’s
had to come back from,” Coach

Tuohy said.
“We were a man down way too

much. We didn’t do as good of a
job as we normally do on man
down. We will improve, and we
will move ahead to the states,”
Williamson said.

Westfield 2 0 2 1 5
Summit 3 3 0 3 9

Hilltoppers Capture Union County Crown, Get Past Blue Devils in Boys Lacrosse, 9-6

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars
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PAST RESIDENT…Captain George
Hammar, pictured above, served in an
infantry regiment during the Civil War.
He lived in Cranford on South Avenue,
near the location of present-day
Cranford Crossing.

Historical Society to Honor
Cranford’s Civil War Vets

CRANFORD – During this year’s
Memorial Day observance on
Monday, May 27, the Cranford
Historical Society will honor the
township’s Civil War veterans by
dedicating a new monument in
Memorial Park. The dedication
will help commemorate the 150th
anniversary of the American Civil
War, which began in 2011 and
runs until 2015.

On October 27, 2009, the Town-
ship of Cranford adopted a reso-
lution designating the Cranford
Historical Society as the lead or-
ganization for the commemora-
tion. The Society has been spon-
soring programs throughout the
war’s anniversary to broaden
public awareness of the transfor-
mative events leading to the con-
clusion of that great struggle.

It is the Society’s hope and
intention that this new memorial
stone will stand as a reminder to
present and future generations
of the contributions and sacri-
fices made by Cranford’s prior
residents.

Many of the township’s resi-
dents took part in major battles
during the Civil War. Some even
had direct connections with Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln, including
two who were reported to be
present at Ford’s Theatre the
night the President was fatally
shot. Another helped foil the first
assassination plot against Presi-
dent-elect Lincoln as he made
his way to his first inauguration
in Washington.

Steven D. Glazer, chairperson
of the Civil War Sesquicentennial
Committee of the Cranford His-
torical Society, has for the past
decade studied and written about
Cranford and the Civil War. He is
the author of “Discover Your
Community’s Civil War Heritage,”
in addition to being a contributor
to “New Jersey Goes to War” and
“New Jersey’s Civil War Odys-
sey,” official publications of the
New Jersey Civil War Heritage
Association’s Sesquicentennial
Committee.

The Civil War monument’s in-
stallation and accompanying
dedication pamphlet will mark
the culmination of more than
10 years of research and
fundraising by the Cranford His-
torical Society’s Civil War Ses-
quicentennial Committee, and
was supported by a Union
County History Grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

For more information, con-
tact the Historical Society’s of-
fice at (908) 276-0082 or
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net,
or  v is i t  i ts  webs i te,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

By JULIA QUELLER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education convened for
its monthly meeting Tuesday night
and addressed the district’s per-
formance in both anti-bullying
programs and academic achieve-
ment.

Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons presented Lincoln
School’s status in regard to Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bul-
lying (HIB). In response to the
Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act,
which was implemented Septem-
ber 2012, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education created a self-
assessment rubric this year. Mrs.
Emmons, Anti-Bullying Specialist
Theresa Parkhill and two Garwood
parents comprised the School
Safety Team, which conducted
the self-assessment.

The self-assessment provides
various criteria for schools in ad-
dressing HIB concerns. The grad-
ing scale is 0-3, equating to “Does
Not Meet the Requirements, Par-
tially Meets the Requirements,
Meets All Requirements and Ex-
ceeds the Requirements,” accord-
ing to the rubric.

The total possible score is 75
points, which would mean a school
exceeded the requirements in
each category. Garwood Borough
received 63 points.

Mrs. Emmons said the area that
needs the most improvement is
involvement from the community.

“We need more parental involve-
ment, basically,” Mrs. Emmons
said. “That’s what we’re going to
be working on next year.”

In order to reach out to parents,
Mrs. Emmons plans to utilize the
School Climate Survey, which will
indicate the district’s weaknesses,
give a presentation at a Parent
Teacher Association meeting and
create a focus group.

Mrs. Quigley later added, “I do
believe we have to help parents
understand the rules and regula-

tions of the bullying law.”
Mrs. Emmons also stressed that

the school’s student conduct code
must be taken into consideration
in addition to the Anti-Bullying
Bill of Rights Act.

Mrs. Emmons said, “Even though
something may not be consid-
ered bullying does not mean it
doesn’t get addressed as a viola-
tion of our student conduct code.”

After reporting that there were
three incidents of bullying this
month, none of which were
deemed HIB, Mrs. Quigley said,
“The bottom line is we’re always
trying to do the right thing in
regard to this new law and how
students behave.”

In the Superintendent’s Report,
Mrs. Quigley encouraged the pub-
lic to read an article recently pub-
lished in The Star-Ledger that
attempts to explain how the state
has changed school performance
reports, which she called “very
interesting.”

Mrs. Quigley raised concerns
about the increased amount of
information included in the up-
dated school performance reports.

Mrs. Quigley said, “It is impor-
tant to have data and data is very
helpful, but I don’t know if this
helps us personally.”

Further, Mrs. Quigley lamented
the state’s process in choosing
Garwood’s peer schools.

“When it first came out and it
said we would be compared to
schools like us, I foolishly made
the assumption that we would be
compared to small schools like us
that are K-8, but that’s not how
they did it,” Mrs. Quigley said.

According to the report, peer
schools “are schools that have
similar grade levels and students
with similar demographic charac-
teristics, such as the percentage
of students qualifying for Free/
Reduced Lunch, Limited English
Proficiency programs or Special
Education programs.”

However, Mrs. Quigley said she
is “fully on board” with the new

model’s emphasis on improve-
ment.

“We are always improving,” Mrs.
Quigley said. “And with new
teacher evaluations and next year
with new principal evaluations,
it’s all about getting better and
that’s one of our goals.”

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Bill Worobetz
of Third Avenue said he was dis-
satisfied with the school perfor-
mance report’s results and
pressed the board to address
Garwood’s “significantly lagging
performance.”

According to the report from the
state Department of Education,
in the area of Academic Achieve-
ment, Garwood ranked in the 16th
percentile compared to its peers
and in the 45th percentile when
compared to the state.

“Some grades’ performances
are going down,” Mr. Worobetz
said. “I’m concerned about my
child’s education, but also my
property taxes.”

Mr. Worobetz said, “As a parent
and as a resident, there’s no dif-
ference between my house and
the house 1,500 feet down the
block that’s in Westfield, except
that it costs twice as much to live
there.”

Westfield ranked in the 79th
percentile compared to its peers
and in the 95th percentile when
compared to the state in the area
of Academic Achievement, ac-
cording to the report.

Mr. Worobetz said the change in
teachers this year has made a
dramatic improvement. Mrs.
Quigley added that Garwood has
made additional changes in order
to enhance the educational stan-
dard and that the new evaluation
system will further address the
school’s performance.

However, Mr. Worobetz said a
problem is that the board has not
devised practical goals for im-
provement.

“[The goals] were along the lines

Garwood BOE Hears Report on Bullying

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Congrats to Winners In
Free-Throw Contest
The Garwood Knights of

Columbus would like to
congratulate the following
Garwood students who won the
Garwood Council’s Free throw
Contest, and advanced to the
District Round at St. Theresa’s
Gym in Kenilworth on February
16th.

11-year old boy: Stephen Reid;
11-year old girl, *Kaylee Parkhill;
12-year old boy, *Brendan
Beriont; 12-year-old girl, *Jen
Tinger; 13-year-old boy, *Zack
Sluka; 13-year-old girl, *Sydne
Friedman; 14-year-old boy,
Connor Fayard, and 14-yr-old-
girl, *Allison Price. (* denote
winners who advanced to Regional
Round in Paramus March 9th.)

The contest consisted of four
rounds with the state finals held
in Trenton. The Garwood winners
received a plaque with their name
engraved, and also received a
ribbon and medal for winning the
District Round.

Our thanks to District Deputy
Marty Boyle for coordinating the
District Round which consisted
of council winners competing
from 12 towns, with a boys and
girls winner from each age group
from 10 to 14. Our special thanks
to Garwood Public School Physical
Education Teacher Matt Burke,
and teacher’s aid K.C. Bree for
coordinating the local contest
during gym class.

In closing, our thanks to
Superintendent Teresa Quigley
and Principal Mary Emmons for
their support of the Garwood
Knights of Columbus community
activities.

Keith Gallagher
Grand Knight Michael O’Donnell

Robbie Kenny, Garwood KOC

Letter to the Editor
of ‘work hard’ and ‘work together.’
It was very generic. You don’t get
anywhere if you don’t have mea-
surable goals,” Mr. Worobetz said.

Mrs. Quigley said she has no
doubt that when the board next
meets on Tuesday, June 25, for
its goal-setting meeting, its mem-
bers will come up with measur-
able goals.

Resident Bruce Paterson of Wil-
low Avenue said in reference to
Garwood ranking in the 16th per-
centile, “just the number alone
sounds horrible.”

In other business, a Garwood
resident said he might file a law-
suit against the Garwood BOE in
the future due to its improper
installation of fire dampers.

Also, Paola D’Onofrio of Union
Street asked, “In a self-contained
class, does every child need to
have an Individualized Educa-
tional Program (IEP) in place in
order to be in that class?”

BOE President Adele Lewis said
that was confidential information.

Gina Manning of Maple Street
then asked, “What is the purpose
of a self-contained classroom?”

Mrs. Quigley responded, “All
classes have the same purpose:
to educate our students to the
best of their ability.”

At the start of the meeting, Ms.
Quigley and Ms. Emmons pre-
sented certificates to 25 Honor
Society students who earned
straight A’s in the most recent
marking period.

Darby Brown, 9, won a special
award for being “the best that she
can be,” according to Mrs. Quigley.
Darby raised more than $400 for
the Point Pleasant Borough School
community, which was affected
by Hurricane Sandy, by making
lanyard bracelets.

Darby told The Westfield Leader
she wished to support Point Pleas-
ant because “me and my mom
always go down to Point Pleasant
for my birthday and I really like
that town and it has really fun
boardwalk games.”

POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Wednesday, May 8, Emilo
Sanchez, 29, of Elizabeth was
arrested and charged with pro-
viding false information. Police
units responded to the area of
the 300 block of North Avenue
on a report of suspicious activ-
ity. Upon arrival at the scene,
responding off icers found
Sanchez in the area. During the
investigation, according to po-
lice, Sanchez provided false in-
formation to the officers in or-
der to avoid being arrested on
an outstanding criminal war-
rant. He was released with a
pending court date.

Friday, May 10, Cynthia Whit-
ley, 51, of Centerville, Va. was
arrested after a business owner
from the 500 block of South
Avenue reported that a suspi-
cious motor vehicle with a
woman sleeping in the back seat
was parked on his property.
Police responded and located
Whitley, who stated she was
waiting for a friend who worked
at another business in the area.
During a name lookup, an ac-
tive non-extradition NCIC war-
rant was found issued out of
Philadelphia, Pa. for Whitley,
who denied being the person
named in the warrant. Further
investigation found Whitley was
in possession of a crack pipe
and other drug paraphernalia,
according to police. Whitley was
taken into custody and charged
with possession of drug para-
phernalia. She was released
after posting $500 bail.

Sunday, May 12, Ricky Au-
gustine, 35, of Bowie, Md. was
arrested after police units re-
sponded to the 500 block of
Willow Avenue on a report of a
pedestrian who was struck by a
motor vehicle. Police found the
victim, who stated that he was
struck by a car that had left the
scene.

Further investigation revealed
that Augustine was at the

victim’s home taking photos of
the house. When the victim’s
son came home, the suspect
got into his car. The victim ap-
proached the suspect’s vehicle
to inquire what he was doing at
his house. The suspect then
pulled away, striking the victim
with his car and knocking him to
the ground. The suspect left the
scene and was followed by the
victim’s son in his own vehicle
into Clark, where Clark police
initiated a motor vehicle stop.

Augustine was taken into cus-
tody and processed at Garwood
police headquarters. The victim
was transported to the hospital
for treatment. Augustine was
charged with assault by auto
and also issued a motor vehicle
summons for driving with a sus-
pended license. He posted bail
for multiple outstanding traffic
warrants and was released
pending a court date.

Thursday, May 16, Jose Lopez,
28, of New Brunswick was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). Police
observed a red Ford Mustang
driving carelessly, heading west
on South Avenue. After a motor
vehicle stop on the 600 block of
South Avenue, further investi-
gation found that Lopez was
driving while intoxicated, po-
lice said. He was transported to
Garwood police headquarters,
processed and issued multiple
motor vehicle summonses, in-
cluding ones for DWI and driv-
ing without a license. Lopez was
released pending a court ap-
pearance.

Thursday, May 16, Britney Tho-
mas, 21, of Sayreville was
charged with driving with a sus-
pended license following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 400 block
of Fourth Avenue. Further in-
vestigation revealed In addition,
she was found to have an ex-
pired registration and also had
more than $2,000 in outstand-
ing traffic warrants. Thomas was
taken into custody, processed,
issued multiple motor vehicle
summonses and released pend-
ing a court appearance.

Garwood BOE Discusses Bullying

Hazardous Waste Collection
Event June 1 in Cranford

cent bulbs (unbroken), blood
pressure devices, and mercury
switches. Only materials in origi-
nal or labeled containers will be
accepted. No containers larger
than five gallons will be accepted.

Latex (water-based) paint and
empty cans will not be accepted.
They should be disposed of in
with the regular garbage. Left-
over latex paint can be air-dried
or, to hasten the drying process,
kitty litter and/or newspaper can
be added to hasten the drying.

A complete list of the materials
that will be accepted on June 1 is
available at www.ucnj.org/recycle.

The household hazardous waste
collection will be held rain or
shine. Proof of Union County resi-
dency is required. For more in-
formation, call the Recycling
Hotline at (908) 654-9889.

CRANFORD – Union County will
hold a household hazardous
waste collection event on Satur-
day, June 1, so residents can get
rid of unwanted household chemi-
cals, mercury thermostats, pro-
pane tanks and automobile tires.

The collection will take place from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Cranford
campus of Union County College,
located at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue opposite Nomahegan Park.

Residents are eligible to partici-
pate at no cost. Pre-registration is
not required.

“Household special waste” in-
cludes oil-based paint and var-
nish, antifreeze, aerosol cans,
pool chemicals, corrosives, pes-
ticides, herbicides, solvents,
thinners, fire extinguishers, mo-
tor oil and oil filters, gasoline,
batteries, thermostats, fluores-

Probitas Verus Honos
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HANDSOME QUARTET…In Cranford Dramatic Club theatre’s recent pro-
duction of The Music Man, school board members are united by music to form
a quartet. Pictured, from left to right, are: Andrew King, Michael Dooley, Rick
Brown and Mark Douches.

This Music Man Works Magic at
Cranford Dramatic Club

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Meredith Willson’s
musical, The Music Man, is an
iconic slice of American life from
a bygone era. The Cranford Dra-
matic Club’s (CDC) version of the
classic is a delightful piece of hot
apple pie a la mode.

The opening number, “Rock Is-
land” is a great a capella tune
with the traveling salesmen on a
train lamenting the fact that there
is a con artist out there making it
rough on the others. One sales-
man in particular, Charlie Cowell
(F.J. DeRobertis), sets the scene
of a swindler, Professor Harold
Hill (Paul Aiello), who jumps off
the train to scam the people in
the town of River City, Iowa.
Realistic jostling and bouncing of
the actors, reminiscent of the
pistons on a calliope, make the
train car come to life.

From the littlest tike in the cast
to the oldest senior citizen
onstage, the ensemble plays its
part as stubborn Iowans while
salesman Hill warns the folks of
the “trouble” that will befall their
fair town because of the new bil-
liard hall. The Professor’s remedy
is to have the children join a
band, which he will lead. Of course
he is a charlatan who doesn’t
know a middle C from a high one,
but he has pulled this scam in
various forms throughout various
states and has never been caught.

His former sidekick, Marcellus

Washburn (Fausto Pimentel) has
settled into domestic life in the
town, yet gives him the lowdown
by pointing out the music teacher.
Little by little this musical magi-
cian charms the townspeople in-
cluding Marian Paroo (Misti Dawn
Garritano), the spinster music
teacher and town librarian.

Right from the first downbeat
of the overture under Alva
Nelson’s baton to the last note of
the “76 Trombones” curtain call
music, the audience buys into
the nostalgia and patriotism of
the Fourth of July setting in middle
America of 1912.

The Widow Paroo, Marion’s
mother, (Maureen Monroe) is es-
pecially good with her authentic
sounding Irish brogue when she
cautions her daughter that she’ll
wind up an old maid in, “Piano
Lesson/If You Don’t Mind Me Say-
ing So.”

Marian gets a chance to fanta-
size aloud in the lovely song, “My
White Night” and shares a dream
nicely with Amaryllis (Jessica King)
in, “Good Night My Someone.”

A group of gossiping women,
the “Pick-a-Little” women, cluck
and peck like chickens as they
criticize the spinster librarian.
The leader of the pack of women
is the mayor’s wife, Eulalie
Mackecknie Shinn (Judi
Laganga), who brings down the
house with her over-the-top an-
tics, rubber-like facial contortions
and vocal gymnastics. Eulalie’s
other half, Mayor Shinn (played
by the talented Hank Barre) dis-
plays pomposity while spouting
mixed metaphors.

The Professor takes four mor-
tal enemies from the school board
and whips them into a tidy little
band of brothers as an unlikely
quartet (Andrew King, Mark
Douches, Michael Dooley and Rick
Brown). They are quite snappy in

their red and white vests, white
pants and red blazers. Their best
number is “Good Night Ladies” in
counterpoint with the “Pick-A-
Little Ladies” (Joanne
Geschickter, Patricia P. Pineda,
Becky Randazzo, and Anita M.
Esteve with Ms. Laganga). Mr.
Aiello’s Harold Hill brings cha-
risma, charm and devilry mixed
together to make the audience
root for the charlatan turned good
guy by love.

The role of Marian’s little
brother, the lisping Winthrop,
(Jacob Lesser) needs a clear boy
soprano voice to sell “Gary, Indi-
ana.” Jacob nails it.

Mary Webb, choreographer and
co-director with her husband Ken,
has the large cast moving with
ease. The “Marian the Librarian”
number is especially efficient with
teenagers dancing and shuffling
books while Harold Hill dances,
wooing Marian.

Special recognition goes to the
lighting designer (Jack Frey) and
coordinator (John Duryee) who
manage to spotlight every actor.
Designers Gailmarie Sprague and
Joanne Sprague provide profes-
sional grade costumes that shout
1912. The sets by Marc Chan-
dler, especially the Paroo parlor
and porch, are impressive.

With a trumpet, trombone and
reed section that are particularly
outstanding, the orchestra brings
to life songs that make the audi-
ence tap their collective toes and
want to sing along.

If art imitates life, there was
plenty of imitation going on at
the playhouse last weekend when
beaming parents, grandparents
and assorted other family mem-
bers in the audience – just like
the actors onstage watching their
fictitious (and sometimes real)
children —applaud and cheer
their loved ones on the CDC stage.

GARWOOD – In addition to
clean, empty dairy tubs and lids
from yogurt, butter, cream
cheese and other such products,
the following items may be
dropped off at the Garwood Pub-
lic Library for recycling with
Terracycle: Any brand of empty
inkjet cartridges, any brand of
plastic diaper packages, such as
Huggies, and the plastic packag-
ing of personal wipes, such as
Cottonelle or other brands.

Individuals are asked not to
place these items in the outdoor
book drop; they must be brought
inside the library and placed in
the special recycle boxes.

Terracycle (terracycle.net) is
an earth-friendly, “green” com-
pany which started out in
Princeton that originally recycled
earthworm waste into a natural
plant food that was sold in re-

cycled, used soda bottles avail-
able at some large home centers
and discount retail stores.

It has expanded its outreach to
organizations nationwide to help
clean up the environment. At the
present time, there are more
than 6,476,930 people and or-
ganizations collecting over one
billion units of waste that are
reused and recycled into new
products such as backpacks,
messenger bags, pencil cases,
flower pots, shower curtains and
toy kites, among other items.

There are collection boxes at
the Garwood Public Library, lo-
cated at 411 Third Avenue at the
corner of Walnut Street, where
individuals may drop off plastic
package wrappers, used inkjet
cartridges and/or clean, empty
dairy containers. When the boxes
are full, the library will send them

Library Welcomes Items
For Terracycle Program

to Terracycle, at no cost to the
library, and start all over again.

Library hours are Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For further information, call the
library at (908) 789-1670.


