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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior pitcher Ryan Williamson
did what he had been doing all
season, tossing shutouts, when
he permitted just four hits and
walked four, while striking out
seven to guide the top-seeded,
No. 2 ranked, Cranford High
School baseball team to an 8-0
victory over third-seeded
Westfield at Kean University in
Union on May 12 to earn its
eighth Union County Tournament
(UCT) title.

Last year, the Blue Devils de-

feated Union, 13-3, in five in-
nings at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth to earn their 13th UCT title.
Two years ago, the Cougars de-
feated Governor Livingston, 14-
1, in five innings also at Kean
University for the UCT title.

Tyler Bowman had two of the
Blue Devils’ hits, and Chris Arena
and Mike Ionta provided the other
two hits. Ionta, Anthony
Perconte, Eric Demers and Quinn

Dursee each received a base-on-
balls and Liam Devin managed to
reach first base on an error. In all
situations with a runner on first,
Williamson had them nudging
back toward first when he was
ready to deliver his pitch.

“I try to change up my look,
vary it to keep them honest on
first base, so they don’t run on
me. I guess it’s just the way I
look at them and my leg kick.
Everyone thinks that I am com-
ing over,” Williamson explained.

“Thursday night we had a game
and we got picked off first twice
in one game, so that was sort of
in our mind. I know he’s got a
good move, because I have seen
him throw. I saw it last year in
the state tournament. He had a

great pickoff move, plus when we were on base, we were be-

WILLIAMSON FIRES 4-HITTER; FOLINUSZ 3 HITS, 2 RUNS; TROTTER 3 HITS; DiFRANCESCO 2 RBI

Cougars Shut Out Blue Devils for UCT Baseball Crown, 8-0

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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hind, so you can’t just take ad-
vantage of things,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

The Blue Devils’ best chance of
scoring came in the top of the

second when Arena and Bowman
both singled and were on third
and second, respectively, with
one man out, but Williamson
buckled down and struck out the

next two batters. He did allow a
single to Ionta in the third, but he
got very stingy after that, yield-
ing just a single to Bowman in
the seventh.

“Early on in the game, I wasn’t
getting ahead on the batters, but
towards the middle of the game
I was getting ahead,” said
Williamson, who improved to 7-
0 and gave up only two earned
runs all season.

The Cougars put together 11
hits, and catcher Chris Folinusz
led with two doubles, a single,
two runs scored and an RBI in
four at-bats.

“I wasn’t trying to do too much.
I just wanted to get a couple of
hits, some runs in,” Folinusz said.

Leadoff batter Tommy Trotter
went 3-for-4 with an RBI and a
run scored. Alex Plick had a pair
of singles, a run scored and an
RBI. Andrew DiFrancesco had a
two-run single. Williamson
singled, walked and scored once.
Albert Garguilo had two RBI and

a run scored. Sean Feeney had
an RBI sacrifice fly, Jake Forrestal
added a pair of sacrifice bunts
and scored a run, and Brian Carino
singled and scored.

“When you get the horse on the
mound, Ryan Williamson, they
are as good as anybody with him
on the mound. The catcher

Cougars Shut Out Blue Devils, 8-0, for Union County Tournament Baseball Championship

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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[Folinusz] is outstanding. They
all play their roles and they do a
good job,” Coach Brewster said.

Williamson initiated a double
play in the sixth inning, involving
Feeney at short, then Feeney
initiated a double play in the
seventh, with the help of second
baseman Forrestal.

“We were fortunate to turn the
double plays today. We got the
ground ball. Feeney and Jake are
a great combo,” Williamson said.

“That’s a plus! Everyone is re-
ally good. Everybody gives it their

all. Everybody makes diving
plays. Everyone wants to win,”
Folinusz said.

The Cougars scored once in the
second when Folinusz and
Williamson singled, Forrestal put
down a sac bunt and Garguilo
added an RBI groundout. But the
tight contest was loosened
abruptly in the fourth when
Folinusz, pinch runner Bobby
Bruns, Forrestal and Garguilo
scuffed the plate.

Three runs of topping was added
in the sixth. Carino led off with a

single and Plick followed with a
bunt single. Trotter singled,
DiFrancesco scribbled his two-
run single past short and Folinusz
slashed an RBI double to right.

“We love playing here. We won
football here. We won counties
here in baseball. Everyone really
came out to play today, like we
normally do. Our plan coming
out was to get Ryan a couple of
runs, because he can stop pretty
much anyone. It feels good! We
have a couple of more games to
win,” Folinusz said.

“We are obviously nowhere near
where as good as we need to be.
We are going to take it one game
at a time. We were fortunate to
win this ball game today. We
played as a team. We got timely
hitting and made the plays get-
ting 21 outs,” Williamson said.

“They play baseball the way it’s
supposed to be played. Two
double plays the last two in-
nings! That’s good baseball! They

get all the little hits. They are
very good at taking advantage of
other teams’ mistakes all the
time. Early in the game, we had
second and third one out, and we
got nothing. Then they scored a
couple of runs. They are very

good at situational hitting, They
don’t make mistakes. That’s the
bottom line “ Coach Brewster
said.

Westfield 000 000 0 0
Cranford 010 403 x 8

Cougars Shut Out Blue Devils, 8-0, for Union County Tournament Baseball Championship
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior pitcher Elena Scarano
tossed a two-hit shutout and
struck out 11, while allowing two
walks, and “The Big Four” pro-
vided the offense as top-seeded
Westfield defeated Cranford, 4-
0, in the quarterfinal of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield
on May 10. Scarano yielded only
a single to Allie Verilli and a
single to Kerry Wischesen. Her
two walks were to Wischusen
and Victoria Mettlen.

“The pitcher sets the tone for
the game, and she set us up
perfectly today. She did every-
thing she needed to do to make
us feel like we are always on or
toes, never on our heels,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

The 15-4 Blue Devils totaled 10

hits, and “The Big Four” — Chrissy
Ferraro, Cali Chambliss, Julia
Criscuolo and Shannon Schaefer

— provided all of them, including
all four runs. As she has been all
season, Criscuolo was quite reli-
able at the plate and finished 2-
for-4 with an RBI, a run scored
and a stolen base.

“She has been so clutch for us.
Any time there’s somebody on
base, she’s calm, she’s cool, she’s
confident. There’s nobody bet-
ter,” Coach MacDonald said.

Ferraro, the leadoff hitter, went
3-for-4 with a run scored, and
Chambliss, from her No. 2 spot,
went 2-for-3 with two runs scored,
a walk and a stolen base. Schaefer,
who bats cleanup behind
Criscuolo, went 3-for-3 with a
walk, a stolen base and two RBI.

“She’s surrounded by really
good players, and she does a lot
for us of the finishing. The 1-2
batters try to set the table for
her. If she misses that opportu-

SCARANO TOSSES 2-HITTER, STRIKES OUT 11; CALI, CHRISSY, JULIA, SHANNON LED OFFENSE

Blue Devils Shut Out Cougars in UCT Semifinal Softball, 4-0
nity, Shannon is there to clean
up for us, and sometimes Cali

does it before anybody gets a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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chance. Those three together are
a tough fit,” Coach MacDonald
said.

The Blue Devils scored a run on
three hits and Rebecca Kaufman’s
RBI groundout in the first inning

but did leave two runners
stranded. In the second, the Blue
Devils had the bases loaded, but
Cougar pitcher Julie Siragusa
found a way to escape the in-
ning. Schaeffer and Natalie

Tupper were on base in the third
inning with one out, but Siragusa
fanned the next two batters to
escape once again.

In the fourth, Ferraro slapped a
one-out single just out of the reach
of shortstop Verrilli then Chambliss
plopped a single into leftfield.
Criscuolo grounded into a force
play at second and Schaefer drilled
an RBI single off Siragusa’s foot to
put two more runners on base. But
Siragusa struck out the next bat-
ter in minimize damage.

“Julie is a good pitcher. She’s, if
not the best, one of the top couple
in the county. As soon as she
gets runners on base, she games
up. She does what she needs to
do to get the next out. She’s
done that to us all season. She’s
done that to everybody all sea-
son. She was able to make a lot
of plays in the field to help herself
out, had some key strikeouts.
We just did the little bit we needed
to do when she gave us any-
thing,” Coach MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils added some in-
surance in the sixth. Chambliss
hopped a single past short and
stole second. Chriscuolo chopped
an RBI single into center and ad-
vanced to second on a throw to

home plate as Chambliss scored.
Schaefer brought in the fourth run
with a looping RBI single into right.

Cranford 000 000 0 0
Westfield 100 102 x 4

Blue Devils Shut Out Cougars, 4-0, in Union County Tournament Softball Quarterfinals
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Governor Livingston Highlanders Capture Union County Golf Crown – See next page

Photo of Flight 2 on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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The Governor Livingston High
School golf team captured the
Union County Tournament cham-
pionship at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield on May 9. The
Highlanders finished with a total
of 316 in the field of eight teams.

The Summit Hilltoppers finished
second with a total of 323, fol-
lowed by Oratory Prep at 324
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood at

333. The Westfield Blue Devils,
the defending champions, fin-
ished fifth at 337, while the New
Providence Pioneers took sixth
at 346, followed by the Cranford
Cougars at 359 and A.L. Johnson
at 397.

Highlander freshman Ryan
Davis won the individual crown
with a 74 and teammate Sean
Keane, who tied in regulation at
77 with Blue Devil Brad Lankler,
sank a birdie in a one-hole play-
off to place second. Lankler was

last year’s champion. Oratory
freshman John Felitto of Westfield
finished in a tie for fourth with
Hilltopper Bobby Moriarty at 78.

Raider Patrick Foti and Oratory’s
Dan Koomar tied for sixth with
80. Highlander Joe Iorio, Andrew
Bowyer and Pat Beljan (Sum-
mit), and Tom Urciuoli (Oratory)
tied for eighth at 81. Blue Devil
Mark Hartzell and Raider Steve
Peterson both shot 82. Blue Devil
Brett Ripperger shot an 86, and
Raider Connor Smith shot an 87.Probitas Verus Honos

Governor Livingston Highlanders Capture
Union County Golf Championship
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Photo courtesy of Paul Tarantino
APPRECIATION DINNER…On April 25, the Education Foundation of Garwood
(EFG) hosted its Appreciation Dinner at The Westwood. They honored
the“Educator of the Year,” given to Matthew Burke and the “Garwood Persons
Making a Difference,” given to the Garwood First Aid Squad and Fire Depart-
ment. Pictured, left to right, are: Lauren Montagne, Garwood First Aid Squad
officer; Mr. Burke and Garwood Fire Chief Michael Tharaldsen.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council discussed a recently
approved development in
Westfield on the border of
Garwood, moving forward with
the possibility of designating a
portion of North Avenue as an
area in need of redevelopment
and upcoming bulky waste pickup.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello told the council that
he reviewed the plans for the
development of 16 units at Grove
Street and Myrtle Avenue in
Westfield, which will abut
Garwood. He said that while he
does not think it is a particularly
nice development, the borough
does not have any say in that. He
did suggest that the borough
send a letter to the Town of
Westfield asking that the devel-
oper “provide a better vegeta-
tive buffer” between the new de-
velopment and the Garwood line.

Mr. Guarriello added that the
drainage system will feed into
the Garwood Brook and that it
should reduce the flow of storm
water currently coming off the
property.

Alex Grohol of Myrtle Avenue in
Garwood, whose property abuts
the new development, said he
recently attended a Westfield
Town Council meeting and felt
that Garwood could have taken a
more active role in objecting to
this development.

Mr. Grohol suggested that the
borough file an objection to
Westfield’s zoning ordinances at
the Monday, June 10, court hear-
ing with Judge Frederic Kessler,
which Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud said he would look into
at the direction of Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi. He also asked that
the council take action to protect
his street, which is a dead end,
from increased traffic.

Former Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
also a resident of Myrtle Avenue,
said that in the past couple of
storms the Garwood Brook has
been full. He said that the bor-
ough had invested time and
money into improving the brook’s
flow through the borough and
said, “I don’t want to see all of
that undone.”

Councilman William Nierstedt
informed the council that the
planning board is requesting that
the council direct it to undertake
a study to determine if the prop-
erty on North Avenue, which used
to house the Garwood Paper-
board Company, meets the cri-
teria for an area in need of rede-
velopment.

If the area meets the criteria,
such as underutilization, vacant,
or blighted, among others, the
borough can then create a rede-
velopment plan for the property.

Council President Sara Todisco
said that it was her desire that
the planning board seek quotes
on such a study before the bor-
ough commits to it, as she was
concerned about the cost.

Mr. Renaud said council mem-
bers, “need to look at what hap-
pens at the end of the road be-
fore you decide to get on the
road.” He said that it is expen-

Trinity Episcopal to Host
Stroke Program Tonight

CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-
copal Church will host a Stroke
Information Presentation tonight,
Thursday, May 16, from 7:30 to
9 p.m., as part of its Naomi Min-
istry. This program will take place
in Sherlock Hall at the church.

Free of charge and open to the
public, it will feature a presenta-
tion by Florence Chukwuneke
from JFK Medical Center’s New
Jersey Neuroscience Institute.

“Stroke is the number four
cause of death and the leading
cause of adult disability in the
United States,” said Ms.
Chukwuneke. Her presentation
will cover types of strokes, early
warning signs, risk factors and
treatment.

“Everyone should know the
early warning signs and what to
do when you see them,” she
continued.

The New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services, and
the Joint Commission, have des-
ignated JFK Medical Center’s
Stroke and Cerebrovascular Pro-
gram as a Comprehensive Stroke
Center. Its mission is to provide an
outstanding level of comprehen-
sive and specialized inpatient and
outpatient care to patients who
have cerebrovascular disease.

Trinity Episcopal Church, lo-
cated at 119 Forest Avenue,
Cranford, has been serving the
needs of Cranford area families
since 1872. The mission of
Trinity’s Naomi Ministry is to pro-
vide information about elder is-
sues and programs to help se-
nior citizens and their families to
make the best choices for their
particular circumstances. For
more information, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org.

Garwood Council Discusses Westfield
Border Development; Bulk Waste

sive to have a plan prepared.
Councilman Nierstedt esti-

mated that the study would cost
the borough approximately
$5,000. He and Councilman
James Mathieu both said they
oppose the borough enacting
eminent domain.

The council also undertook a
discussion of the date and cost of
the borough’s bulky waste pickup.
The pickup is set for Monday,
June 24, which is two days after
the borough town-wide garage
sale. The council made the deci-
sion to set the rate at $80 per
permit, which allows for the dis-
posal of up to 750 pounds.

Councilman Mathieu said he felt
that the date for the bulky pickup
should be moved to September.

Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma advised the council that
most of the phone calls her office
is getting are residents inter-
ested in the town-wide sale and
bulky pickup. She said that
changing it now, “will really, re-
ally upset your residents.”

Councilman Mathieu took issue
with the clerk “advocating” on an
issue. Mayor Quattrocchi told him
that she was telling the council
what the residents are saying, to
which Councilman Lou Petruzzelli
said, “The clerk’s input on this is
important.”

In other business, the council
approved a three-year contract
with the Teamsters Union which
will allow for salary increases of
1.75 percent for the first year and
1.5 percent for each of the re-
maining years. Councilman
Mathieu voted against the con-
tract, saying he has been going
door-to-door campaigning for the
Primary election and, “a lot of
people are hurting.” He said that
he cannot approve a contract that
calls for salary increases for all
three years, and would have liked
to see one zero-percent increase.

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support
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Thanks for Editorial on
Development Near GW
Thank you for the kind editorial

recommending that Westfield
work with Garwood to resolve
potential flooding issues from the
new housing development pro-
posed near the Westfield/
Garwood border.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

LaCorte’s Contempt for Citizen
Commentators is ‘Appalling’

As one of the two citizens of
Union County that attended
Charlotte DeFilippo’s resigna-
tion [as executive director of
the Union County Improvement
Authority], otherwise known as
her walk of shame, I take ex-
ception to the remarks made
by Mr. Lacorte, the county sur-
rogate. There were many state-
ments made in her praise by
her minions, but this one stood
out.

Here is the soliloquy from Mr.
LaCorte: “It has been my ob-
servation over the years that
the most dangerous people to
effective government are
known as commentators. Com-
mentators are those people who
sit back and take pot shots and
cherry pick things to make gov-
ernmental officials look bad. I
didn’t really realize that until I
got into government…but on
behalf of all government offi-
cials that are not just commen-
tators but rather doers, I want
to thank you for being the type
of government official that we
would all like to be, strive to be,
and in our wildest dreams. will
probably never accomplish.” Go
to www.countywatchers.com to

see the full video.
Mr. Lacorte, listen to you, such

contempt for the citizenry is
both appalling and outrageous.
First, you seem to have forgot-
ten that commentators are tax-
payers. Taxpayers foot the bill
for the whole shebang and with-
out whom you can all go home.
Second, the four Union County
citizens that regularly exercise
their civic duty to attend the
Freeholder meetings are only
dangerous to government offi-
cials that have something to
hide. Third, we do not sit back
and take pot shots. We do the
research that exposes the mal-
feasance. Fourth, if a govern-
ment official should look bad it
is the government official that
brings the focus on him/her-
self.

I will not accept your asser-
tion that the Freeholders and/
or Charlotte are the victims
when in reality the citizens are
the ones being victimized. The
citizens of Union County did not
write Charlotte’s outrageous
$160,000 employment contract
or agree to allow her to work
from home with no account-
ability to anyone. It is not the
citizens of Union County that
took the money from Musicfest,
but could not get the prosecu-
tor to do his job. It is not the
citizens of Union County that
exchanged sexually-explicit
emails on county time, but got
the courts to squash their ex-
istence. As one Freeholder
stated: “that is a personal mat-
ter” and not an infraction to the
workers manual. Come on, it is

Local Letters to the Editor

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

–Local Obituary –
Elaine R. Gordeuk, 92, Overlook Nurse;

Active at Calvary Lutheran Church
Elaine Ruth Gordeuk, 92, of

Garwood passed away peace-
fully at home on Friday, May 10,
2013, surrounded by her loving
family.

Mrs. Gordeuk was born on
March 16, 1921 in Oak Park, Ill.
and grew up in Hammond, Ind.
In 1964 she moved to Westfield,
where she resided for the next
40 years.

Elaine was a very proud Hoo-
sier and was a classmate of the
writer Jean Shepherd, who im-
mortalized himself as Ralphie,
along with other actual class-
mates, Flick Flickinger and Paul
Schwartz, in his radio show, writ-
ings and in the now classic movie
A Christmas Story. Her children
would listen to Shep’s stories on
his WOR radio show of Hammond
High and then look up the char-
acters in Elaine’s yearbook, add-
ing much cachet and cool factor
for their mother in their eyes.

During World War II she would
send humorous and insightful
letters to her brother, Jack, who
was then serving in the Army in
the European Theatre. Jack would
share the letters with his Army
buddy, Alex Gordeuk, who be-
came smitten with her. After the
end of World War II and many
letters being exchanged, they
met in Chicago’s Union Station
for the first time. Elaine said that
as soon as she saw him from
across the station she knew she
would marry him.

Elaine attended nursing school
in Chicago and reentered the
workforce as a nurse after rais-
ing six children. She retired from
Overlook Hospital in Summit in
1987.

She was very active in the Cal-
vary Lutheran Church in Cranford
and enjoyed crossword puzzles,

books, playing Bridge, sewing,
cooking, baking and Clark Gable
movies, no matter how good or
bad.

Elaine was pre-deceased by her
husband, Alexander, and their
son, Gregory. She is survived by
her sons, John, Timothy, William

and Michael, along with her
daughter, Kathryn. She also will
be deeply missed by her nine
grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 15,
2013, at the Calvary Lutheran
Church, 108 Eastman Street,
Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Calvary Lutheran
Church, 108 Eastman Street,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.

For further information, please
v i s i t
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

May 16, 2013

Communities to Help Ill Boy
At ‘Walk 4 Will’ Saturday

CRANFORD –Cranford and
Kenilworth, together with resi-
dents of other communities, will
unite to support Will DeGregorio,
a four-year-old Cranford boy
fighting cancer, dur-
ing a community-wide
event entitled “Walk 4
Will.” It will take place
this Saturday, May 18,
from 9 a.m. to noon at
the David Brearley
Athletic Field, located
at 401 Monroe Av-
enue, Kenilworth.

“Walk 4 Will” will help
raise money to assist
Will’s family with the
huge financial burden
of his rare adrenal can-
cer treatments. More
than 475 participants
have registered for the
fund-raising event, which will in-
clude music and activities for the
children. The Westfield High
School track team and others
from the high-school community
are among those scheduled to
participate. Each participant has
committed to a certain number
of laps for Will and they will
receive a commemorative T-
shirt.

“I am honored and excited to

have Will’s school, Calvary Nurs-
ery School and Child Care, host
an event for him to help support
his recovery in a town that I know
well. Kenilworth is a place where

I grew up and have
many family, friends
and fond memories,”
said Will’s mother, Kara
Shields. Calvary Nurs-
ery School and Child
Care is located in
Cranford.

“I would like to take a
moment to thank ev-
eryone involved in this
amazing event. I am
truly humbled by the
amount of love and sup-
port William has re-
ceived throughout his
journey and we are hon-
ored to be part of such a

wonderful community,” said his
father, Vincent DeGregorio.

Participant registrations are
available at tinyurl.com/walk4will.
Corporate sponsorship informa-
tion can be obtained by e-mail at
calvarynscc@verizon.net or by
calling (908) 272-3962. Individu-
als also may find details on
Facebook via WALK 4 WILL! For
more information, call (908) 272-
3962.

Will DeGregorio
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In order to help Garwood’s
voters make their decision in
the June 4th Republican Pri-
mary, I wish to highlight my
record during my last two-and-
a half years on Garwood’s Bor-
ough Council. In particular, I
have kept my 2010 election-
year promise never to vote for a
tax increase while on Council. It
is rather sad that a politician
keeping his promise should
qualify as a distinction in today’s
society, but that seems to be
the case. I have included some
of the major decisions I have
made and votes I have taken
below. All I ask is that Garwood’s
Republican voters consider my
record and cast their votes based
upon it. Rather than wax on
eloquently about how noble my
intentions have been, I believe
it is the results of my actions and
my voting record for which I
must be held accountable.

During my term on Council, I
discovered that our non-union
borough employees were not
paying 1.5 percent of their sala-
ries toward their healthcare cov-
erage as required by state law.
Unfortunately, I had to publi-
cize this fact as our elected
administration was afraid to
remedy it without a little public
encouragement. In addition, I
lead the charge to repeal the
secret “Best of the Best” ordi-
nance that gave our non-union
employees the higher of which-
ever raise our DPW or PBA unions
negotiated each year. This ordi-
nance was unpublished and was
nowhere to be found on our
borough’s website. I had to ask
for it at a public Council meeting
before our residents and the
press just to be able to read its
provisions. Ultimately, that law
was repealed by a unanimous
Council of three Democrats and
three Republicans.

Along with our Democrat Coun-

cil President, I lead a bipartisan
group of two Democrats and
two Republicans to repeal fu-
ture longevity benefits for our
non-union employees. This lon-
gevity provision gave employ-
ees bonuses just for putting in
more years with our borough
without any regard to their merit,
skills or qualifications. Now, our
non-union employees receive
raises based on their merit and
the evaluations of their supervi-
sors, and, most importantly,
based upon Garwood’s ability to
afford such raises. Our Republi-
can Mayor initially vetoed our
first bipartisan repeal of this
ordinance at the end of 2011. In
2012, we were able to muster
the same bipartisan majority to
overcome her veto and repeal
permanently longevity bonuses
for non-union employees.

Standing alone and without
my Republican colleagues, I sup-
ported a compromise plan to
build our Athletic Field Complex
for its original 2007 price tag of
$2.1million using approximately
$700,000 we already had in the
bank, and grants and low-inter-
est loans provided to us by the
county and state. I proudly voted
against this project when the
price tag ballooned over 50 per-
cent to $3.237milion, and re-
quired a 66 percent increase in
our borough’s outstanding debt.
In the face of this ballooning
cost and debt, all other Council
members and our Mayor sup-
ported adding a $75,000 kitchen
and high-quality siding to the
new field house and $6,500 for
a bocce court. You just can’t
make this stuff up.

I alone also supported putting
this massive expenditure and
debt increase on the ballot to be
approved by our citizens. Alas,
my five Council colleagues and
our Republican Mayor disagreed
with me and told our voters and

taxpayers that they knew bet-
ter how to spend their money.
Our elected officials kept telling
our residents how great this
project would be for them, while
at the same time telling them
they couldn’t be trusted to judge
its merits for themselves.

In my year as finance chair-
man, I helped to deliver the
lowest tax increase to Garwood
residents in years. Although this
increase of 2.8 percent was in
line with the average property
tax increase in New Jersey for
2011, I still voted against this
budget because I believed we
had not worked hard enough on
behalf of our taxpayers to cut
spending and tighten our belts.
Since the Mayor replaced me
with a Democrat finance chair

and appointed a Democrat-ma-
jority Finance Committee,
Garwood’s municipal taxes have
increased 3.8 percent for 2012
and 3.3 percent for 2013. In
fact, last year, Garwood’s total
property tax increase of 4.3
percent earned us the dubious
distinction of the third highest
tax increase in Union County,
clocking in at triple the state
average of 1.4 percent.

It has been one of the greatest
honors in my life to have repre-
sented Garwood’s citizens these
last two-and-a-half years. At
times it has been frustrating to
be the only elected official and
only Republican advocating on
behalf of our borough’s belea-
guered taxpayers, but I have
never shied away from a fight

*** Jim Mathieu: Highlights His Record on The Garwood Borough Council ***

an obvious personnel problem
that won’t be investigated due
to party affiliations. It is not the
Union County citizens that
squashed an investigation into
a former Freeholder’s son for
“allegedly” pawning county
property and then rewarded
her with a cherry of a made up
job. It was not the citizens of
Union County who took gen-
erators home for personal use
during Hurricane Sandy while
it’s eight months and counting
to see if they will be held ac-
countable.

As far as striving to be like
Charlotte and fearing to fall
short, I only say set your goals
higher. The citizens of Union
County deserve better.

And lastly, a government that
shows such contempt for its
constituents is a government
that has not constituents but
rather is an oligarchy that rules
unchecked for their own plea-
sure and not the greater good
of all. It is not the democracy
that I thought I pledged my
allegiance to and was not aware
existed until I saw for my own
eyes how Union County gov-
ernment comports itself.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim
will screen Miss Representation,
which premiered at the 2011
Sundance Film Festival and had
its broadcast premiere on Oprah
Winfrey Network in October of
2011. The film will be shown at
the Sisterhood meeting on Tues-
day, May 21, at 8 p.m. at the
temple, located at 338 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

Miss Representation addresses
how, in a society where media is
a persuasive force in shaping
cultural norms, the collective
message that young women and
men overwhelmingly receive is
that a woman’s value and power
lie in her youth, beauty and sexu-
ality, and not in her capacity as a
leader.

Stories from teenage girls and
provocative interviews with poli-
ticians, journalists, entertainers,
activists and academics like

Condoleezza Rice, Nancy Pelosi,
Katie Couric, Rachel Maddow,
Margaret Cho, Rosario Dawson
and Gloria Steinem build mo-
mentum as Miss Representation
accumulates facts and statistics
designed to give its audience a
strong new perspective. The Sis-
terhood expressed appreciation
to Carl Epstein for making this
film available.

Sisterhood President Jessica
Hoff will conduct a short busi-
ness meeting. The Judaica shop
will be open for business. Hospi-
tality Chairpersons Joan
Finkelstein and Sandra Sussman
will serve light refreshments.

The Sisterhood meeting will be
open to Sisterhood members,
Men’s Club members, prospec-
tive members and any high-
school-age student. For further
information, call the temple at
(908) 276-9231 during office
hours.

LaCorte’s Contempt

and I shall not do so now. I am
therefore seeking the nomina-
tion of my party on June 4th in
Garwood’s Republican Primary.
Should I be given such an honor
by my fellow Republican voters,
I pledge to continue fighting ex-
cessive taxes, spending and debt
in Garwood and to seize the
opportunities for our taxpayers
Governor Christie’s bipartisan re-
forms have made possible.

Councilman James Mathieu
Borough of Garwood

Temple Sisterhood to Show
Film Miss Representation


