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l'ennemi du journaliste

FEENEY RAPS WINNING RBI, DiFRANCESCO 3B, 2 RBI, 2 RUNS; WILLIAMSON STRIKES OUT 8

Cougar Nine Nip Vikings, 6-5, In 11-Inning ‘Game of Inches’
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Sean Feeney punched a
single into leftfield to bring home
Albert Garguilo with the winning
run in the bottom of the 11th
inning to earn the top-seeded
Cranford High School baseball
team a 6-5 victory over eighth-
seeded Union Catholic in what
could be described as a “game of
inches” in the quarterfinal round
of the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Memorial Field in
Cranford on May 1.

The 11-4 Vikings defeated Sum-
mit, 2-1, in the first round, while
the 11-0 Cougars, who defeated
Roselle Park, 5-1, in the first
round, advanced to the UCT semi-
finals at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth on May 5 to face the Eliza-
beth Minutemen, who nipped New
Providence, 4-3.

Viking starting pitcher Anthony
Colletti tossed six innings and
yielded five runs on seven hits
and a walk, while striking out
four. Ryan Kahn pitched the next
five innings and allowed one run
on six hits, while walking none
and fanning one.

“They both did a great job of
keeping us off-balance and they
threw several pitches for strikes,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

Cougar starting pitcher John
Armstrong tossed four and two-
thirds innings, yielding all five
runs (3 earned) on 10 hits, while
walking two and fanning three.
Ryan Williamson, who picked up
the win, relieved with two outs in

the fifth and pitched six and one-
third innings, allowing three hits,
while walking none and striking
out eight.

“He came on in a tough spot
and got us out of a jam,” Feeney

said of Williamson. “I think we
kind of were relaxed a little too
much. We have to keep that in
mind and get ready for our next
game.”

“I don’t think there was any

surprise about today’s game at
all. We knew that Cranford is a
really good team and our pitch-
ers are good and love to compete

against the best. I think they
showed today that they are top-
flight pitchers here in Union
County,” Viking Head Coach Jim
Reagan, Jr. said.

“We don’t go at any game dif-

ferently. Union Catholic played a
really tough game, and we were
fortunate,” Coach McCaffrey said.

“It got a little ridiculous at the
end. Both number-one pitchers
had to come on in relief.

Williamson threw well and Kahn
did a fantastic job, as well,” Coach
Reagan said.

“We have a game Friday we
will worry about that, not the
rotation. We will practice Thurs-
day and try to get ready for
Friday’s game,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

Both teams totaled 13 hits and
Andrew DiFrancesco led the Cou-
gars with a triple and a single
with two RBI, two runs scored
and two stolen bases. Chris
Folinusz had two hits with a key
RBI double in the sixth inning.
Garguilo (Run, RBI), Jake
Forrestal (Run) and Williamson
(RBI) each had two hits, and
Tommy Trotter singled and
scored twice.

TJ Hartnett and Colletti led the
Vikings with three hits, an RBI
and a run scored each. Ryan
DePaul doubled, singled and
scored once. Tom Fitzpatrick
singled twice and had an RBI.
Kahn doubled and scored.

Trotter gave the Cougars a 1-
0 lead in the first inning when he
drew a walk, moved to second
on a passed ball, advanced to
third on a groundout and scored
on DiFrancesco’s grounder to
short. In the second, Forrestal
tapped an infield single, stole
second and scored on Garguilo’s
slashing single past first.

The Vikings threatened in the
top of the third with three singles
but failed to capitalize. Then the
first of two calls on crucial plays
had Viking fans grumbling from
the sidelines, but the umpires,
from their positions on the field,
made what they felt were the
correct decisions. In the Cougar

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOO CLOSE TO CALL FROM HERE...Cougar base runner Andrew DiFrancesco and Viking third baseman TJ
Hartnett get involved in an extremely close call during the fourth inning. DiFrancesco was ruled safe and later scored in
the Union County Tournament quarterfinal at Cranford.
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fourth, DiFrancesco singled and
stole second. Next, he attempted
to steal third and was ruled safe
on a very close call. Then he
scored on Will iamson’s
groundout to second to make
the score, 3-0.

The floodgates opened widely
in the fifth and the Vikings capi-
talized, blending five hits and a
walk with a two-run error to plate
five runs for a 5-3 lead with two
outs. Williams stepped to the
mound and fanned the next bat-
ter.

The sixth inning caused more
chatter from the sidelines. Trot-
ter slapped a leadoff single and
DiFrancesco drilled an RBI triple
to right field. Folinusz hacked a
chopper right down the third
baseline, that was ruled a fair
ball. DiFrancesco scored to tie
the score and Folinusz wound up
with a double.

“That’s how high school games
are. These umpires work as hard

as they can. Sometimes you get
the calls. Sometimes you don’t.
At the end of the day, you hope
you get a few more breaks than
your opponent. The bottom line
is you got to make plays, and
Cranford made the play at the
end,” Coach Reagan said.

The Vikings threatened with a
pair of singles with no one out in
the 10th, but Williamson fanned
two batters and got the third to
pop up. The Cougars also threat-
ened in the bottom of the inning
with an error followed by two
singles to load the bases with
two outs, but a grounder to sec-
ond ended the threat.

The fateful Cougar 11th inning
began with Garguilo reaching
safely on a bobbled ball that led
to a slightly late throw to first.
Alex Plick laid down a sacrifice
bunt, and after a fly out to right,
Feeney punched his single into
left, scoring Garguilo.

“I had a tough day at the plate,

but in my last at-bat, I got a pitch
that I liked. It was a curve ball
and I jumped on it,” Feeney said.
“Their pitchers did a good job, as
well as their team. They battle.

Cougar Laxmen Top
GL Highlanders, 16-2
The Cranford High School boys

lacrosse team advanced to the
second round of the Union County
Tournament with a 16-2 leveling
of Governor Livingston in
Cranford on May 3. Dan Murphy
stuffed in four goals and added
an assist, while Alex Ballas net-
ted three goals and an assist for
the 8-6 Cougars.

Gov. Livingston 1 0 1 0 2
Cranford 7 4 3 2 16

Cougar Netmen Edge
Oratory Prep, 3-2

Christian Woo won a three-set
marathon at first singles to cata-
pult the Cranford High School
boys tennis team past Oratory
Prep, 3-2, on May 3. Lucas Jayne
won at third singles, while Hunter
Remley and Alex Levy won at
second doubles.

They didn’t give up. They gave us
a run for our money.”

Union Cath 000 050 000 00 5
Cranford 110 102 000 01 6

Top-Seeded Cougars Edge U.C. Vikings, 6-5, in 11 Innings in Union County Tournament

Cougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar Snacks
No. 2 Cougars Defeat
St. Mary (Ruth), 6-4

Tommy Trotter rapped a pair of
singles and a triple, and added
an RBI and two runs scored as
the Cranford High School base-
ball team defeated St. Mary (Ru-
therford), 6-4, in Cranford on
May 3. Andrew DiFrancesco
doubled, scored once and had
two RBI. Pitcher Matt Ravitier
picked up the victory.
St. Mary (Ruth) 110 000 2 4
Cranford 103 200 x 6

Cougars Rock Bulldogs
In UCT Softball, 12-5
Senior Julie Siragusa did her

job offensively and defensively
to lead the Cranford High School
softball team past Jonathan Day-
ton, 12-5, in the first round of the
Union County Tournament in
Springfield on May 4. Siragusa
went 3-for-5 with a double, three
RBI and two runs scored. On the
mound, she sat down 10 Lady
Bulldogs and walked only one.

More photos on next page
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Top-Seeded Cougars Edge U.C. Vikings, 6-5, in 11 Innings in Union County Tournament
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Team depth paid off for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls, who captured the
Union County Relay crown at
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
May 2-3. The Raiders out-pointed
the defending champion Union
Farmers, 82-78.5, while the Blue
Devils finished third at 66 and
Cranford finished sixth at 37 in
the 18-team field.

Raiders Christine Charles (16-
10 – third best), Christine Miklas
(personal best 16-1) and Leah
Salituro took top honors in the
long jump with a distance of 47-
5.5. Blue Devils Elena Chermak,
Hannah Hawkins and Anna
Browne placed second at 46-7.25

and Cougars Regine Hunter (meet
best jump of 17-5.75), Laura
Van Horn and Kate Dezer took
fifth at 45-5.5.

“I did better on my personal
jump than I expected. It was a
foot longer than I was hoping for,
so it was a good day,” Miklas
said.

“I did well on my jumps. It was
not the best I did, but I did 16-10.
I have done close to 18,” said
Charles, who added, “We are
funny! We are three different
people. We get along. It all came
together and we did a great job.”

“My jumps certainly weren’t as
good as theirs, but I wasn’t ex-
pecting much,” Salituro said.

The Raider trio could be also
considered workhorses in the

athletically demanding events
such as the hurdles and jumps.
Cougars Brianna Grant (meet
best 37-10.5), Hunter (second

best at 37-4.5) and Dezer won
the triple jump with a distance of
105-11, but Miklas, Charles and
Salituro placed second with a
distance of 99-9.5. Chermak,
Sarah McCutcheon and Browne
finished third at 93-11.

Cougars Ashley McGuire,
Hunter, Van Horn and Grant won
the shuttle hurdles with a time of
1:03.06, while Salituro, Tori
Baliatico, Kailyn Reilly and Miklas
finished third at 1:08.29. Charles,
Miklas and Reilly also took fourth
in the high jump with a height of
13-5.

Cougars Jenna Ellenbacher
(meet best 1:05.16), Van Horn
and McGuire, all with personal-
record times, crossed first in the
400 hurdles at 3:24.09. The

threesome’s total time broke their
school record by four seconds.
Raiders Tori Baliatico (second
best at 1:07.42), Reilly and
Salituro finished third at 3:31.73.

“My run, I felt like I did amaz-
ing. It was a PR, but I wanted a
bigger PR. I finally broke 70 [sec-
onds]. My teammates are amaz-
ing,” McGuire said.

“I felt really good about my
run, because the meet before I
was running 71 or over 70, so to
finally break that 70 barrier, it
was amazing that we were all in
the same range,” Van Horn said.

SPF’S CHARLES, MIKLAS, SALITURO WIN LJ; COUGARS WIN 400H, TJ; BLUE DEVILS JAVELIN

Raider Girls Capture Crown, Blue Devils 3rd at UC Relays

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER HURDLE TO OVERCOME...Cougar Laura Van Horn glides over another hurdle at the
Union County Relays in Westfield on May 2-3

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON THE FINAL LEG...Blue Devil Natalie Marcotullio leads the pack in the final leg of the 4x800 at
the Union County Relays at Gary Kehler Stadium
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Lady Raiders Capture Union County Relay Crown, Blue Devils Place Third, Cougars 6th

“Coming into this race, I set a
big personal record for my self at
66 seconds the week before, so I
was hoping I would be around
there again. Through the race, I
was trying to be there, and I was
happy I got a 65. But the school
record is faster than that. Hope-
fully, I will get there next year. I
don’t know if it is possible this
year,” Ellenbacher said.

Blue Devils Meghan Reilly (meet
best 123-8), Emily Mastrocola
and Christine Mosco (second best
113-3) easily won the javelin
with a distance of 332-10. Raid-
ers Sam Renfree, Christy Monroy
and Jamie Adar placed second at
273-5. Renfree, Monroy and
Brianna Johnson took second in
the discus at 258-0.

Renfree with the third-best push
of 35-7.75, Monroy and Johnson
placed third in the shot put with
a distance of 85-5.75. Raider
Alex Peluso and Ebony Hill took

third in the pole vault with a
height of 16-0 and Blue Devils
Mae Devin (second-best at 9-0)
and Alex Kapadia took fourth
also at 16-0.

Blue Devils Lizzy Ponce, Sophia
Goldschmidt, Amanda Fischer
and Natalie Marcotullio finished
second in the sprint medley relay
at 4:15.91. Raiders Devora Ward,
Justine Valdes, Charles and
Dariana DeVore finished third in
the 4x100 at 49.73, while Blue
Devils Amanda Fischer,
Goldschmidt, Chermak and Jenna
Helfand finished fifth at 51.12.
Ward, Baliatico, Valdes and
DeVore placed second in the
4x200 at 1:45.08, while Blue
Devils Amanda Fischer,
Goldschmidt, Chermak and Ponce
finished sixth at 1:49.43.

Blue Devils Erica Fischer, Lily
Burtness, Lauren Schmeider and
Gabby Stravach crossed third in
the distance medley relay at

12:55.89, while Raiders Annie
Pierce, Jodie Cornwell, Brooke

Enners and Evelyn Logie finished
sixth at 13:25.09. Burtness,

Goldschmidt, Helfand and
Amanda Fischer took third in the
4x400 at 4:04.72. McGuire,
Ellenbacher, Van Horn and Kiera
Hurley took fourth at 4:05.53
and Baliatico, Cornwell, DeVore
and Valdes finished fifth at
4:07.47.

Stravach, Schmeider, Meghan
O’Dwyer and Marcotullio finished
second in the 4x800 at 9:46.08.
Enners, Alex Bard, Reilly and
Cornwell took fifth at 10:20.49.
Blue Devils Caroline Stocking,
Erica Fischer, Elisabeth Neylan
and Stravach took second in the
4x1,600 at 22:32.15. Raiders
Annie Pierce, Caroline Ross, Jess
Banasiak and Logie finished fifth
at 23:14.32. Cougars Katia
Oltmann, Amanda Bush, Keara
Reilly and Katie Dreniak placed
sixth at 23:18.36.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Lady Raiders Capture Union County Relay Crown, Blue Devils Place Third, Cougars 6th
Union County Boys

Relays on next page
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic won 10 of the
16 events in the boys meet to
breeze its way to the title at the
70th Union County Relays held
at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on May 2-3. The Vi-
kings amassed a total of 132 in
the field of 18 teams, while
Westfield and Governor
Livingston tied for second with
57 points. The Raiders took fifth
with 34 points and Cranford was
eighth at 21.

The Vikings chewed up first
places in six of the eight events
on Day 1, including the distance
medley relay (DMR) when an-
chorman Andrew Ghizzone
sprinted down the final stretch
in his 1,600 leg to finish ahead of
Blue Devil Matt Luppino. Vikings

Derek Siegel, Brian Sagendorf,
Mike DeAngelis and Ghizzone fin-
ished in 10:35.48, while Blue
Devils Kevin Smith, Joe Obiajulu,
Mike Reilly and Luppino finished
second in 10:38.17.

“We knew coming in it would
be real hard to beat Westfield.
They beat us at Blue Devil, so
actually we put Andrew Ghizzone
back on the anchor, and we put
Derek, who anchored at Blue
Devil, at leadoff. Derek ran 3:12.
The quarter guy, Brian
Sagendorf, ran 51.9 and kept us
around. Our 8[00] guy put us
right in the race. Andrew has a
lot of closing speed. I told him
the plan was if you can win, win.
I don’t care if the race is slow, let
it be slow. You do know you can
kick, and that’s what he did. He
closed in 57.8 to run 4:28,” Vi-

king Head Coach Mike McCabe
said.

“He had a nice kick. I’ve run
against him a number of times.
I was hoping Luppino would hang
with him,” Smith said of
Ghizzone.

At the Blue Devil Relays on
April 20, the Blue Devil boys won
the event with Smith running
the anchor and Luppino running
the first leg.

“I led off and that was what I
was doing most of the winter,
because Luppino is a great miler.
He was taking care of most of
the anchor stuff. Joe has been
our 400 runner all year, and he’s
been doing a good job at that.
Mike Reilly has been like our
fourth or fifth 800 runner. Nor-
mally we have Dan Luzzi in there,
but he’s running on the SMR

[sprint medley relay] today,”
Smith said.

The next day Dan Luzzi,
Luppino, Reilly and Smith turned
up the volume in the 4x800 to
win the event in 7:57.28 ahead
of Vikings Ken Evely, Sagendorf,
DeAngelis and Andrew Ghizzone,
who finished in 8:05.15. Luzzi
had a sleight lead when he
handed off to Luppino, but at the
halfway point of his second lap,
Luppino fired up his rockets and
gave his team a huge lead that
they did not relinquish.

‘’The goal today was to go fast,
because that’s what you do when
it’s the county championship.
This really isn’t too much of a
strategic race, so I knew I had to
get out and get the baton to
Luppino with a lead. If I could
establish a lead, Luppino would

make the room we needed. He
was able to get us some space,”
Luzzi said.

“He got me in good position
that first lap, but I knew that
second lap I had to bring it home
to get a big lead for Mike. I got
lucky. I think the UC guy was
falling off a little bit. It looked a
little better than it was,” Luppino
said.

“Every time I get it, it’s nerve
racking. I am not as fast as the
other guys. Luppino got that
huge lead to me in the begin-
ning, what was going on in my
mind was I was going to go out
as fast as I could and see what I
could do. On the 300 mark, they
were saying, ‘relax your body.’
And I tried to bring it in and hand
off to Smith, so he could win it

DEVILS LUZZI, LUPPINO, REILLY, SMITH WIN 4X800; SPF’S CASTORE, KAISER, GARY SHOT PUT

Viking Boys Win Big, Devils Tie for 2nd at County Relays

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Story on page 19 of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-8  Thursday, May 9, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Viking Boys Win Big at Union County Relays, Blue Devils Tie for Third, Cougars Eighth
for us,” Reilly explained.

“Union Catholic has a good an-
chor, so I knew I had to get out
hard, keep the gap, and hope-
fully he would get a little dis-

couraged on the second lap. I
had to go for that second lap. I
was feeling pretty good, so I
kept the lead. We knew if we ran
our race, we would win, and we

did just that today,” Smith ex-
plained.

Vikings Taylor McLaughlin (top
time of 54.44), Zach Ghizzone
and Serge Gilbert crossed first
in the 400 intermediate hurdles
in 2:51.43. Cougars Jake Waleski
(third-best time of 56.75), James
Budries and Matt Van Pelt fin-
ished third at 3:01.62. Vikings
Steve Franco, MeLaughlin, Zach
Ghizzone and Jordan Jimerson
won the 4x100 in 42.34. Waleski,
Mike Helmstetter, Will Lenox and
Reggie Green finished fifth in
44.34.

Blue Devils Sid Douglas, Bjorn
Charley, Adam Lupicki and Dan
Luzzi finished third in the sprint
medley relay (SMR) in 3:30.09.
Vikings Tom Wang (best jump of
6-2), Christoffe Scott and Tyrell
Gibbs won the high jump with a
height of 17-10. Blue Devils
Obiajulu (third-best jump of 6-
0), Peter Fagan and Mitchell
Bryck tied for third at 16-9. Cou-

gars Hale Jeager, Andrew Licks
and Joe Kugelman placed fifth
with a height of 16-8.

Wang, Scott and DaLon Ryles

took first in the long jump with a
distance of 61-1.75. Raiders
Quaryee Bull, Kobe White and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-9  Thursday, May 9, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Emendo Thomas placed second
at 59-1.25. Vikings Sean
Brennan (meet best 151-1, Jus-
tin Davidson and Sagendorf won
the discus with a distance of
395-11. Cougars Rob
O’Shaughnessy, Rob Kessler and

William Fries placed fourth at
339-2. Kessler (second-best toss
of 166-1), Troy Kettler and Ryan
McSharry placed third in the jav-
elin with a distance of 423-2.

“I have been struggling a little
bit at the beginning of the year.

I shortened my approach down
to three crow hops and it really
helped me control the tip. I have
been throwing the 160s the past
two weeks, and 166 really helped
my team take third. It’s the
school record for a rubber tip
javelin. The original school
record is 231, but that was with
no rubber tip The original school
record was 163, and my second
throw I threw 164 then the third
one I broke my own record,”
Kessler said.

With all three hovering around
the 50-foot mark, Raiders Billy
Castore, James Kaiser and
Rashan Gary won the shot put
with a distance of 146-9.75. Vi-
kings Scott, Gilbert and Ryles
won the triple jump at 121-8.5.
Raiders James Masback, Quincy
Sanchez and Bull placed third at
119-7.5, followed by Blue Devils
Jon Savorgiannakis, Koryn
Kraemer and Lupicki at 118-8.

Vikings Franco, McLaughlin,
Zach Ghizzone and Jimerson won
the 4x200 at 1:28.64. Ken Evely,
Jimerson, DeAngelis and
McLaughlin won the 4x400 at
3:18.97. Adam Lupicki, Obiajulu,
Smith and Sid Douglas finished
fourth at 3:24.17.

Blue Devils Rob Marczydlo,
Jimmy Jin, Pat Terry and Phil
Edwards won the 4x1,660 at
18:28.51. Raiders Ben Evans,
Alex Livornois, Brian
Deutschmeister and Joe Dzuback
took third at 18:50.5 and Cou-
gars Connor McMahon, Kevin
Szczech, Tom Philip and Tom
Feeney finished fifth at 19:10.73.

Blue Devils Peter Fagan (top
height of 14-7) and Peter Foltz
won the pole vault with a height
of 26-7. Raiders Christian Zoufaly
and Mike Carlos took fifth at 21-
6. Vikings Gibbs, Devine Eke,
Wang and Scott won the shuttle
hurdles at 1:00.1 Raiders An-

drew Ciccarino, Carlos, Merlin
Edmonds and Sanchez finished
fifth at 1:10.17, followed by Cou-

gars Tim Colter, Donavin Walker,
Luke Eltringham and Andrew
Licks at 1:10.41.

Viking Boys Win Big at Union County Relays, Blue Devils Tie for Third, Cougars Eighth

Probitas Verus Honos
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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Annie Cannone (5 assists, 3
ground balls) and Haley Regan
(3 assists) netted four goals each,
while Andrea McNeely (3 ground
balls) fired in a team-high five
goals to lead the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ la-
crosse team past the visiting
Cranford Cougars, 19-10, in the
opening round of the Union
County Tournament on May 1.

“We played them last week and
we had a romp up of 6-1, they
came back and battled; we were
up 12-8 in the second half and
they kind of cut it close. They are
very aggressive; they took us
out of our game last time. I just
think we were able to control the
tempo. Big thing in this game is
the draw. We were able to con-
trol the draw and I always say,
‘the ball is in our state, we can do
good things with it’. Transition
wise, I think we did a heck of a job
today. The ball didn’t really hit
the floor at all. Boom-boom, a
couple of passes and we’re right
back into our offensive third.
Today, we played one of the most
complete games that we’ve
played. We’ve come a long way;
a third year varsity program,
we’ve had some tough losses this
year. Our record doesn’t show
how hard we worked, but this
program is going in the right
direction,” said Raider Head
Coach Bob Rafferty.

Raider junior goalkeeper Megan
Welch provided seven saves.
Senior middie Jessie Klein
notched three goals, one assist
and four ground balls, while Elsa
Leistikow (one assist) and Julie
Haggan each scored one goal.

Co-captain midfielder Morgan
Mason led the 2-9 Cougars with a
team-high four goals, while Erica
Faraone and Sarah Ross each

scored two goals. Colleen Harnett
and Hannah Ross contributed one
goal each. Cougar goalie
Catherine Miller faced a barrage
of 19 shots, finishing with six
saves.

The Raiders were hungry from
the start and opened up the flood-
gates with a deluge of 22 shots
on goal with a 19-5 edge in ground
balls, resulting in unanswered
goals and a 14-4 lead at the end
of the half.

“Kind of just dumbfounded right

now. Our defense is extremely,
extremely strong, and I was giv-
ing them chances without doing
too many subs, because they
were still trying and that’s what
we always look for – effort! But it
just was not working today. Get-
ting picked and communication
was off. They fought to the end.
We were scoring goals with min-
utes left, it’s just that we dug a
hole too big in the first half that
was too hard to recover from. It
was just one of those off-days.

CR’s MASON SCORES 4 GOALS; SPF’sMcNEELY NETS 5 GOALS;CANNONE, REGAN GET 4 EACH

Raider Lax Girls Overwhelm Cougar Ladies, 19-10, in UCT
There were too many off people.
Once in awhile, you can have one
girl off, but we had the whole
offensive unit on different pages
today,” Cranford Head Coach
Catherine De Silva said.

“In practice yesterday, we re-
ally wanted to focus on the tran-
sitions and the draws, because
that determines the game, and I
think we did that well today. It
was everyone as a team. We
picked for each other, everyone
moved for each other and every-

one got open, so people could
get even bounces and get easy
goals,” senior midfielder Cannone
said.

“Last game, we won 12-10,
and we let them get back in at
the end. So this time to let them
not do that, we had to put goals
in early and then made sure we
played hard defense by putting
pressure on the ball and pres-
sure them high, making sure our
teammates were there to help
us, so they could not get by us,”
senior midfielder/attacker Regan
added.

The Cougars controlled the
tempo and won the second half,
6-5, with respective goals from
Mason, Ross, Hartnett and
Faraone. In the meantime, the
Raiders’ defense held up.

“Mason, amazing player! Very
strong, sees the field very well.
Definitely there is going to be a
hole when she leaves, she’s go-
ing to Drew; definitely will be an
asset to them,” Coach DeSilva
said.

“We really had good teamwork,
everyone working well together.
We did awesome on the draws,
which was an improvement; we
haven’t been getting them,” jun-
ior attacker McNeely said.

“I’m really proud of our team
today because I think it’s our
second or third year in the county
tournament. First year, we played
Cranford the first round and
pulled out a 10-9, so it’s awe-
some to play them two years
later again and beat them. It
shows that we became so much
better and we work so much
harder,” Jessie Klein said.

Cranford   4 6 10
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14 5 19

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR CONTROL AT MIDFIELD...The Lady Cougars and Lady Raiders battle for possession of the ball at
midfield in the first round of the Union County Tournament in Scotch Plains on May 1. The Raiders got a huge first-half
jump and held on to defeat the Cougars, 19-10

Probitas Verus Honos

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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Cranford Residents Object to Westfield’s  Sunnyside Development
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Approximately
three dozen residents came out
to Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council meeting to object to the
re-zoning of 206 Springfield Av-
enue, and several other parcels
of land to allow for future devel-
opment of affordable housing.

Public hearing was held before
final approval on ordinances ef-
fecting Springfield Avenue, along
with Central Avenue, New Street,
South Elmer Street, and North
Avenue. A final vote on an ordi-
nance that would affect zoning on
South Avenue was tabled due to
possible pending development
and environmental issues.

Sunnyside Senior Housing, LLC,
owned by Ray Rodgers, will con-
struct 24 units, four of which will
be set aside as affordable hous-
ing. According to Councilman Jim
Foerst, despite the name of the
company, the new units will not
be limited to senior citizens.

In January 2009, Sunnyside filed
a lawsuit against the Town of
Westfield and the planning board
alleging that Sunnyside’s at-
tempts to develop the property
was “rebuffed” by the defendants.
The suit was considered a
“builder’s remedy” lawsuit, as the
town did not have an approved
fair-housing plan under regula-
tions set forth by the Council On
Affordable Housing (COAH).

The majority of the residents
who spoke out against the rezon-
ing and pending development on
Springfield Avenue were residents
of Cranford, whose homes border
the property. Many of the resi-
dents cited concerns about water
run-off, traffic implications and
changing the look of their neigh-
borhood. Several of the residents
also said the previous owners,
who sold the property in 2004,
would not have sold the property
to Mr. Rodgers if they had known
his intent.

Councilman Foerst said, “We
wanted to be good neighbors”
stating that under the settlement
agreement, the developer was
limited to 24 units, as opposed to
the 60 they had asked for. He also
said they are requiring the devel-
oper to have all water drainage
on the property and to orient the
development toward Westfield
and away from Cranford. Coun-
cilman Foerst told the residents
that the developer “used COAH
as a sword to get the town to
allow greater density than what
would have ordinarily been al-
lowed.”

“We were sued, we didn’t want
to change the zoning,” Council-
man Sam Della Fera told the resi-
dents.

Cranford resident Gary Miller,
whose home backs up to the prop-
erty, said that the new develop-
ment would cause “sunset to be
an hour earlier.” He said that due
to the property being situated on
a hill, with his home at the bot-
tom, the buildings will “look like
six-story buildings to me.”

Cranford resident Steven Conti,
who bought his house two months
ago, said his back yard would be
destroyed by this development.

Roxanne Rand, also of Cranford,
said that the ratables in the
Nomahegan Court neighborhood
are going to go down and “this
developer just gets to walk.”

Westfield residents Ben and
Laura Gomez, who live across the
street from the property, said
they feel the property should re-
main a single-family home, and
that they heard the condos that
will be built will be sold for be-
tween $700,000 and $800,000.

Residents of South Elmer Street
and a property owner on Central
Avenue also inquired about the
zoning changes, and potential
development. According to Mr.
Foerst, development would be
limited to residential only.

While the ordinances were ap-

proved by the council, they will
not go into effect until the town
has approval from the court. Fol-
lowing court approval, the devel-
oper will have to appear before
the Westfield Planning Board for
final approval of the construction
plan before anything can be built.

Property owners who are af-
fected by these new ordinances
need to file a written objection, a
form which they can obtain from
the town, and will have the chance
to be heard before state Superior
Court Judge Frederic Kessler on
Monday, June 10, at 9 a.m. at the
Union County courthouse.

In other business, resident Greg
Kasko questioned the town’s re-
cent purchase of a mobile com-
mand center. Among Mr. Kasko’s
questions, he asked if Police Chief
David Wayman and Lieutenant
Chris Battiloro’s trip to Utah was
paid for by the company who sold
the unit, was the manufacturer a
registered vendor in New Jersey
and whether the unit was custom
built for the town.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the purchase of the unit fol-
lowed the normal process.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that
the unit would allow Westfield to
rely on itself in the event that
town’s 9-1-1 center becomes dis-
abled, or the building is inacces-
sible.

Democrat Councilman Dave
Haas, who is his party’s mayoral
candidate this year, once again
voiced his objection to the ex-

pense of the unit. He said an
additional back-up generator
could have been purchased for
less money and said the town
would have been better off with
extra police officers or firefighters.

“It’s 10:15, I really wish you
would run for Mayor tomorrow
morning,” Councilman Foerst told
Councilman Haas.

Garwood Officers Are Credit to
Police Department And Its Chief

On May 1 my 92-year old
mother Elaine needed medical
help. Garwood Police Officers
John Wright and Andrew Horan
responded promptly to the scene
and put her immediately at ease
while determining what aide was
required. Their courtesy and pro-
fessionalism are a real credit to
the department and [Chief Bruce
Underhill], and reflects a squared
away organization.

 The malcontents who typically
paint the police as oppressors of
the working people were nowhere
in evidence when help was re-
quired, but the GPD sure was.

On the other end of the political
spectrum would be uber “patri-
ots” who claim they need an
arsenal of guns, mortars and the
odd ICBM because they imagine
they may need to defend their
right to their own personal arms
race. Just whom do they per-
ceive they would be at odds with?

The same policeman who is
their neighbor and who as a first
responder may have saved one
of their family members life was
just doing his or her duty.

I for one will be happy to con-
tribute when the PBA has it’s
annual fundraiser. The police are

our first line of defense and the
first to aide in a crisis.

Mike Gordeuk
Garwood

Follow up:
By the way, I want to thank you

for again being so helpful with
coverage of the Lions Club Eas-
ter Egg Hunt, which I help run
every year. Without your help we
could not have it.

One other point, a few years
back I was researching through
the library’s old Westfield Lead-
ers on film (microfiche), and the
film was degraded, plus users
have chewed up some of the
rolls. If this is still the only re-
pository of the decades old is-
sues of The Leader, maybe you
might consider putting them
online, to protect both The
Leader’s and Westfield’s heritage.

Mike Gordeuk
Westfield Lions Club

Editor’s Note: The Westfield
Leader archives are online and
searchable at
www.goleader.com. from 1907
in pdf files. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times archives are
online from 1963.

Local Letters to the Editor

POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Tuesday, April 30, Michael J.
Dippolito, 22, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with DWI
after a motor vehicle stop on the
100 block of North Avenue. He
was processed and released with
a pending court date.

Sunday, May 5, Carlos Gallardo-
Bejar, 53, of Edison was arrested
and charged with DWI and refus-
ing to submit to a breath test
after police responded to a re-
port of a disabled motor vehicle
being pushed by the driver on
the 400 block of South Avenue.
He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased with a pending court date.


