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l'ennemi du journaliste

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR LEADERSHIP…This year’s Cougar baseball team looks to 10 seniors for leadership. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row, Brian Carino, George Georgeadis, Andrew DiFrancesco and Bobby Bruns; back row, Matt DiMartino, Sean
Feeney, John Armstrong, Ryan Williamson, Chris Folinusz and Alex Plick.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stars and, perhaps, super stars
may exist on this year’s Cranford
High School baseball team that
returns eight starters from last
year’s Group 3 Championship
team, but the Cougars’ primary
focus will be on total team per-
formance

“It’s going to be a team effort
this year, and hopefully, we can
get through Game 1,” Cougar
Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey
said. “We are hoping to be ready
for Game 1. We are playing a
tough game in West Memorial in
New York [April 2]. They have
been very successful over the
years.”

After experiencing two quick
losses last year, the Cougars re-
gained its senses and the result
was a 10-game winning streak at
the right time, which led to a
sectional title, a Group 3 title and
a 22-4 record.

The Cougars regained their
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
title with a 7-0 win over West
Morris. Next, they topped West
Milford, 7-4, in the Group 3 semi-
finals then Ryan Williamson
tossed a two-hitter in a 4-1 vic-
tory over Freehold Borough for
the Group 3 crown.

Williamson, a lefty, who will
play at North Carolina State Uni-
versity next year, finished 6-0
with two saves in 47 innings,
allowing only four earned runs

for a 0.60 ERA.
“Obviously, Ryan has had suc-

cess for us in the past. It’s a
credit to Ryan and all these kids.
They are hardworking kids. They

practice quite a bit. They hit in
the morning. They will do any-
thing that we ask them to do.
They are committed, so we can
have a successful year,” Coach

McCaffrey said.
When not on the mound,

Williamson will be one of many,
including seniors Andrew

FOLINUSZ, WILLIAMSON, FEENEY, DiFRANCESCO, TROTTER, PLICK RETURNING STARTERS

Cougar Baseballers to Focus on ‘Total Team’ This Season
Difrancesco, Bobby Bruns, Brian
Carino and John Armstrong, jun-
iors Tommy Trotter and Jack
McCaffrey, and sophomore Matt
Raveteer, who will occupy the

outfield. Junior Tyler Davis is ex-
pected to spend plenty of time on
the mound.

With a .392 batting average last
year, Williamson can be expected
to be influential at the plate, as

well as Difrancesco, who led the
team with 42 hits for a .483 avg.
and struck out only four times.
Trotter, who played centerfield,
went 28-for-68 (.412 avg.)

However, power numbers could
not get much more impressive
for senior catcher Chris Folinusz,
who belted nine home runs last
year, including two in the Group
3 championship game, drilled 13
doubles, had a 1,026 slugging
percentage and went 39-for-77
for a .506 avg. Additionally, he
scored 29 runs, and led the team
with 48 RBI and six sacrifices.

Folinusz, who will play for
Rutgers University next year, is
expected to take on some addi-
tional responsibilities this sea-
son, including pitching and play-
ing first base. Senior Alex Plick, a
starter last year, will also play
first base. Sam Sheerer will also
be behind the plate.

“We ask Chris to do a lot of
things. We are asking him to
catch, pitch, play first. He’s go-
ing to take on a couple of differ-
ent roles,” said Coach McCaffrey,
who added, “Fortunately, when
you have a successful season,
it’s more than just on guy. Chris
had a great year, as well as other
kids too.”

Senior shortstop and now four-
year starter Sean Feeney had a
great 2012 season with a .444
avg. He is expected to remain at
shortstop, along with senior Matt
DiMartino.

Senior George Georgeadis,
sophomore Albert Garguilo and
freshman Joe Norton are vying
for the second base position.
Senior Jake Forrestal and junior
John Oblachinski will be playing
third base.

The Cougars first home game
will be against Linden at Memo-
rial Field on April 9 at 4 p.m.

Probitas Verus Honos

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Cougars Boys Laxers Tangle with New Providence Pioneers in Scrimmage – by Dave Corbin

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SALUTE TO SECRET SERVICE…The Cranford Public Library is featuring
an exhibit this month entitled “United States Secret Service: Sons of Cranford.”
Sponsored by the Cranford Historical Society, it includes photographs, docu-
ments and memorabilia about six Secret Service agents from Cranford. Pictured
viewing the exhibit last Wednesday, from left to right, are: Cranford Police Chief
Eric Mason; Jim Mottola, Special Agent in Charge, Newark Field Office, United
States Secret Service; Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and
Thomas Sloan, one of the agents highlighted in the exhibit.

Ethics Expert to Probe Alleged
Conflict of Interest in Cranford

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee on Tues-
day appointed an expert in legal
ethics to look into whether there
are any conflicts of interest in
having the former township at-
torney and his law firm represent
the township in two significant
housing development matters
while the firm’s ties to the devel-
opers are being questioned.

Professor Michael Ambrosio,
who teaches legal ethics at Seton
Hall University School of Law and
was described by Township At-
torney Daniel McCarthy as a “pre-
mier ethics expert,” will examine
whether the Florio, Perrucci law

firm and one of its attorneys,
former township attorney Phil
Morin, had a conflict of interest
in representing Cranford in build-
ers’ remedy litigation and site
plan hearings for the housing
developments at 555 South Av-
enue and on Birchwood Avenue.

Both developments have been,
and continue to be, the source of
local controversy. Several resi-
dents, backed by a group they
formed called Concerned Citizens
of Cranford, have claimed that
Michael Perrucci, the law firm’s
managing partner, is also a princi-
pal with Woodmont Properties, a
client of the firm and the developer
of the 555 South Avenue site. The
group of residents is claiming that

Mr. Morin, as township attorney
last year, represented the munici-
pality at a hearing where his boss
was the developer.

At the township committee’s
meeting on Tuesday, Mr. McCarthy
asked anyone with any documen-
tation that may assist Prof.
Ambrosio’s efforts to provide them
to the township clerk’s office. Mayor
Thomas Hannen said the appoint-
ment was made because the com-
mittee believes that “there’s some-
thing there” that needs to be looked
into by an outside expert. Prof.
Ambrosio will be paid up to $5,000
for his work.

Rita LaBrutto, one of the resi-
dents who has voiced concerns

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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about the conflict of interest,
said she hopes the committee
will put the Florio, Perrucci firm
“aside” until the investigation is
completed. But commissioner
Lisa Adubato called the allega-
tions against the law firm and Mr.
Morin “unsubstantiated” and said
she backed Prof. Ambrosio’s ap-
pointment because of the
committee’s “obligation to be re-
sponsive to citizens.” Mr.
McCarthy cautioned that Prof.
Ambrosio’s efforts would not in-
clude subpoenas or depositions.

“He’s not playing sleuth,” Mr.
McCarthy said, clarifying that the
academic would be conducting a
“review of the facts” before mak-

ing recommendations to the
township committee.

In other business, the commit-
tee introduced the 2013 munici-
pal budget, which calls for ex-
penditures of $34.2 million and a
1.69 percent increase in the
municipal portion of property
taxes, or about $39 per house-
hold. Commissioner Andis
Kalnins, the finance commis-
sioner, said the governing body
would look into further savings
between now and the public hear-
ing on Tuesday, April 23.

Appropriations this year, he said,
are 0.69 percent higher than in
2012, the result of several one-
time expenditures last year that

were related to Hurricane Irene in
August 2011. He said most de-
partment budget increases were
kept to near zero this year. The
primary increases were a 4.4-
percent hike in insurance ex-
penses, a 5.7-percent hike in util-
ity costs and a 13-percent rise in
debt service. Mr. Kalnins said the
township would look to refinanc-
ing some of its debt in an effort to
lower that expense.

At the start of the meeting, the
committee gave final approval to
an ordinance setting out the pro-
cedures for identifying and es-
tablishing historic districts and
encouraging the preservation of
landmarks within Cranford. Call-
ing the ordinance “long in the
making,” Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley said recognizing
Cranford’s historic assets was
“essential” to the town’s charac-
ter and identity. He said the des-
ignation of a historic district can
boost property values by as much
as 3 percent and would also en-
able owners of historic homes to
become eligible for grants. Mr.
O’Malley emphasized that the or-
dinance would not “abridge any
personal property rights.”

During the public hearing,
Maureen Strazdon of the Cranford
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board said the group “strongly
supports” the ordinance. Sev-
eral other members also spoke
in support and when the commit-
tee completed its 5-to-0 vote to
enact the ordinance, applause
broke out in the audience.

The committee also gave final
approval to a $69,000 bond ordi-
nance to acquire new computers
for the municipal administrative
offices in an effort to provide bet-
ter customer service to residents.

Joseph Hartnett, who has been
serving as interim township admin-
istrator for the past several months,
was named to the post perma-
nently on Tuesday. James Wozniak
was promoted to the rank of captain
in the police department.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
WELCOME ABOARD...Steven Blaufeder is sworn in on Tuesday night by
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21Westfield) as a member of the Garwood
Borough Council as his wife, Cheryl Niedermaier, holds the Bible. Mr. Blaufeder
filled the seat vacated by the resignation of Victor DeFilippo.

Blaufeder Joins GW Council;
Nonconformity App. Fee Cut

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former Borough
Council candidate Steve
Blaufeder, a small business owner,
took his seat on the dais for the
first time Tuesday night, joining
Jim Mathieu as a second Republi-
can on the six-member panel.

State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) is-
sued the oath of office.

“I was always good at being a
bridge between people who ar-
gue,” Mr. Blaufeder said. “Maybe
I can be someone who helps get
people together.”

Mr. Blaufeder was appointed by
the council at its March 12 meet-
ing to fill the seat left vacant by
Victor DeFilippo. He was one of
three nominees submitted by the
Garwood Republican Committee.

Mr. DeFilippo resigned last
month citing a vague reference
to his job. His term was set to
expire December 31.

Mr. Blaufeder said he was in-
spired to run for the council in
2011 due to “lifestyle changes”;

he purchased a home in the bor-
ough with his wife and he saw tax
issues become “critical,” spark-
ing them to become active.

During his campaign, he said
the issues that clearly were para-
mount among residents were
taxes and bulk garbage pickup.

“This opportunity came up and
I was thrilled that the council put
their support in me,” he said.

Mr. Blaufeder, owner of TT
Cycles, a motorcycle import/ex-
port business in Berkeley Heights,
has lived in Garwood for almost
12 years; his wife is a lifelong
resident. He said “more than
likely” he would try to leverage
his incumbency into a full term.

Despite being a self-described
conservative, he praised Council
President and Finance Commit-
tee Chairwoman Sara Todisco, a
Democrat, for paring the budget
to minimize tax increases.

“Does it have a ways to go? As
a conservative I would say ‘of
course,’” Mr. Blaufeder said. “But
you have to be realistic. You

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

GW BOE OKs $8.5-Mil.
Budget, $7.1-Mil. Tax Levy

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
 Specially written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough school
board members unanimously
adopted a tentative $8.5-million
budget on Thursday, which will
translate into a $95.33 school-
tax hike per home assessed at
$100,000. That’s about the same
jump as the proposed municipal
budget.

The $7.1-million tax levy is
$192,000 more than last year’s
revised $6.9 million, represent-
ing a 2.78-percent increase.
While the hike exceeds the 2-
percent cap allowed by state law,
it falls under the maximum when
special-education instruction and
health benefits for school em-
ployees are exempted – enabling
it to be passed without requiring
voter approval.

“We have this budget every
year, and every year it goes up
by 2 percent because it’s allowed
to by the State of New Jersey,”
Superintendent Teresa Quigley
said. “And then every year your

taxes go up a little, because your
school went up 2 percent and
your town government went up 2
percent, and that’s what goes up
in your taxes.”

Some of the biggest increases
in expenditures are special edu-
cation – about $61,000, undis-
tributed expenditures-instruction,
which includes about 100 stu-
dents going to Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark and special-
education students sent outside
of the district ($91,000) and em-
ployee benefits ($55,000).

One out-of-district special-edu-
cation student can cost more
than $100,000 in tuition, Ms.
Quigley said.

The board estimates an increase
in enrollment of one student at
the grade-school level to 390,
which includes 318 regular and
72 special-education students.
The cost per pupil remained rela-
tively the same at $11,125, which
includes instruction, salary and
benefits and supplies. Garwood

Experts Probe Alleged Conflict of Interest in Cranford

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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can’t be looking to give no in-
creases. It costs money to run
the town. I’m all for spending
money on the infrastructure of
the town, but tightening the belt
when it comes to anything else.”

In other business, Mr. Mathieu,
citing The Westfield Leader,
raised the point that property
taxes in Westfield are increasing
$90 per $100,000 of assessed
property value compared to
Garwood’s $95. He noted that
the median household income in
Westfield is $127,000 compared
to Garwood’s $75,000.

“There’s a lot of things I want to
beat Westfield in,” he said. “I do
not want to beat them in tax
increase.”

He suggested the Finance Com-
mittee make budget cuts and
talk to other municipalities about
what they are doing to keep their
taxes low.

Ms. Todisco responded that it
takes $18,768 in the borough
tax levy to increase municipal
taxes $10 while in Westfield it
takes an extra $256,000.

Council members voted to re-
duce the application fee for a
certificate of nonconformity from
$400 to $200.

The council also abolished the
recreation committee over the
objection of Mr. Mathieu. The
Democratic majority approved a
resolution to amend the by-laws
to eliminate the panel based on
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi’s sugges-
tion that it duplicated the work of
the independent recreation com-
mission and was superfluous.

Mr. Mathieu accused the council
of failing to abide by the by-laws
by not insisting on a full recreation
committee, and then again for
eliminating it without due pro-
cess. He and Mr. Blaufeder were
the only no votes in a 4-2 decision.

Ms. Todisco announced the next
meeting of the council on Tues-
day, April 9 would include a public
hearing on the municipal budget.

The council approved an increase

in the rate charged to industrial
property owners for sewerage, a
cost set by the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority. The increase to
$2,781 per million gallons passed
by a 4-1 vote with Mr. Blaufeder
abstaining and Mr. Mathieu saying
his no vote was a protest to the
council for not investigating means
to lower the cost.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO), on
Monday, sponsored the first
statewide Autism and Law En-
forcement Training Program for
police officers, criminal justice
professionals and other first re-
sponders. The all-day program
attracted 300 officers from New
Jersey and beyond. State gov-
ernment officials, including as
Attorney General Jeffery Chiesa
and state Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), both addressed the
crowd.

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow opened the
session by citing the alarming
statistic that one out of every 49
children born in Union County is
autistic or has a condition, which
is part of the Autistic Spectrum.
Mr. Romankow said it is inevi-
table that the role of law
enforcement’s interaction with
autistic people will be rising.

The prosecutor then introduced
Doreen Yannik, the Union County
assistant prosecutor in charge
of the Special Offender’s Unit in
the UCPO, which deals with per-
sons with developmental dis-
abilities. He said Ms. Yannik came
to him urging him to address the
problem of dealing with this part
of the community.

Mr. Romankow then introduced
Asm. Bramnick. Mr. Brammick
praised Mr. Romankow by say-
ing, “Ted has a history of diverse
experience. This training will
broaden the approach of law
enforcement in our community.”
He also said, “My hat’s off to
Doreen Yannik. Today, we’re
going to learn about the work
you’ve done.”

Mr. Romankow also introduced
Janet Parmelee, superintendent
of schools for the Morris-Union
Jointure Commission, which
educates students with Autism
Spectrum Disorder at two
schools, one in Warren and the

other in Berkeley Heights. Ms.
Parmelee addressed the group
and said, “Thank you for learn-
ing about our kids. Our parents
now carry cards to identify their
child as being autistic.” She also
said the parents’ most signifi-
cant worry is “after the school
years and the behavioral fol-
low-up.”

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich addressed the crowd
and said, “From our side, the
cop’s side, how do you do the
right thing?” “Many of these kids
can’t communicate,” he added.
He then showed the group what
looked like a plastic wristwatch
or bracelet, which is a tracking
device used to locate a person
with autism who has wandered
away from home. The bracelet is
called Project Lifesaver and the
person wearing is registered with
the county. Project Life Saver
can also be used by someone
with Alzheimer’s disease, Downs
Syndrome, or dementia. For
more information call: (908)
273-1608.

Mr. Chiesa also addressed the
crowd and acknowledged the
need for the training in light of
the recent findings of the Cen-
ter for Disease Control (CDC)
on the rise in autistic births in
New Jersey in recent years.

The instructor for Autism and
Law Enforcement, David
Debbaudt, of Florida, a former
police officer, author and lec-
turer and father of an autistic
son, has taught this program to
the New York City Police De-
partment and many other po-
lice departments across the
United States. Almost every-
one in the crowd acknowledged
knowing someone with autism.

Mr. Debbaudt’s program’s fo-
cus is about Autism recognition
and law enforcement’s response
to it. The training is designed to
give practical approaches and
understanding when interact-
ing with persons with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD.) The

object is to teach the partici-
pants how to manage commu-
nication with a person, who may
be non-verbal, and to avoid
confusion.

Mr. Debbaudt identified some
of the behaviors associated with
autism, which would help an
officer responding in the field
better appraise the individual
when their behavior appears in-
appropriate to the situation at
hand. He alerted the partici-
pants that some of that behav-
ior would challenge their train-
ing and instincts. He empha-
sized the need to be calm, talk
softly and to keep directives to
the individual simple.

Mr. Debbauldt outlined a wide
arrange of behavior practiced
by people with ASD and sug-
gested tactics to de-escalate
dangerous or impulsive actions.
The most important advice the
instructor gave to the partici-
pants is to be patient, which
may be difficult when respond-
ing to a field situation where
time is of the essence and pub-
lic safety is at risk.

Videos were used to illustrate
possible scenarios of a police
officer interacting with an au-
tistic person who may be a vic-
tim, a witness or just a lost
individual. A video, which was
shown, involved a prosecutor
interviewing a victim of sexual
abuse. The details of the crime
were brought out on the tape by
a deft handling of the autistic
victim by the patient inter-
viewer. Mr. Debbaudt told the
participants that autistic per-
sons rarely lie.

He concluded by urging every-
one present to get to know fami-
lies with autistic children and to
visit schools and organizations
supporting those with ASD to
gain an even better understand-
ing of that community.

Law Enfment Takes Part in Autism Training

pays Clark a yearly fee of
$2,080,000.

The Garwood Board of Educa-
tion budget includes a $510,000
repayment of debt – $20,000 less
than last year. The savings comes
after the bonds were refinanced.

In her presentation, School
Business Administrator Janine
Murray emphasized that the
board wants to maintain optimal
class size – an average of 20 to
22 students – and update the
curriculum while keeping activi-
ties such as art, music, field trips,
middle-school athletics and the
eighth-grade play.

She noted that there were sev-
eral budget efficiencies: creating
programs to keep special-educa-
tion students in district, sharing
services with the borough and in-
creasing premiums for health care.

Ms. Quigley said she is looking
into additional sources of revenue,
such as advertising on the school
bus. She said she would love to
buy all of the middle-school stu-
dents Google Chrome tablets.
“Your textbooks can go on the
tablets, your writing, everything,”
she said. “In two years, all of our
state tests will be on the computer,
and that’s a different skill – reading
a booklet and answering questions
is a different skill than sitting at a
computer and dragging a ruler to
measure something.”

School board members Chris-
tine Guerriero and Aaron Watkins
were absent from the meeting.

Blaufeder Joins Garwood Council
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