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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jess McCoy, Jenna Goeller and
Kaitlin McGovern were in the
varsity rotation their freshman
season when the Cranford High
School girls basketball team won
its first North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 title since 1973 and
now, as seniors they did it again.

Not only did this year’s Lady
Cougars win the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 crown by
toppling the Highlanders of Gov-
ernor Livingston, 56-51, but also
they finished with a 20-9 record,
which included three wins over
the Highlanders. In addition the
Junior Varsity team won its third
ever Union County Tournament
(UCT) title.

Over their four-year span,
McCoy, Goeller and McGovern
experienced an 87-27 record,
three sectional final appearances
with two victories and one UCT
final appearance.

“The most memorable game of
the season definitely has to be
the sectional final. We entered
the gym as the sixth seed under-
dog and defeated the [No.] 1
seed GL, leaving State Sectional
Champs,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer recalled.

On January 11, McCoy sur-
passed the 1,000-career point
mark in a victory at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. She went on to finish
with 1,276 points – 231 (2010),

322 (2011), 290 (2012), 433
(2013). Interestingly, on Febru-
ary 11, 2012, former teammate
Morgan Miller, who graduated
last year, sank her 1,000th ca-
reer point against the Raiders.

Also, along with Miller, McCoy,
Goeller and McGovern were in-
volved when the Lady Cougars
defeated Nutley, 51-36, in the
quarterfinal round of the sec-
tional tournament on February

29, 2012 to present Coach Dyer
with her 100th-career victory.

“Jess’ 1,000th point and my
100th win together! They have

SENIORS JESS McCOY, JENNA GOELLER, KAITLIN McGOVERN END 4-YEAR CAREER ON TOP

Lady Cougars Captured 2nd Sectional Crown for Seniors
definitely left their mark in
Cranford girls basketball history
and have been great examples of
what hard work and dedication
can lead to,” Coach Dyer said.

This season, McCoy hit 33 3-

pointers and sank 72 of 100 free
throws. But she was much more
than a scoring machine. McCoy
had 96 assists this season to go
with her 102 assists from last
year. She was the “Chief Thief”

by far with 114 steals. With 262
rebounds, McCoy jumped her
four-year career number to 965.
She also made 55 blocks this
season.

“She was a hard player to de-
fend. She was able to take it to
the basket, pull up off the dribble
and post up,” Coach Dyer com-
mented.

As the point guard, Goeller set
up the plays and led the team
with 98 assists (87 last year).
She was deadly from the outside
and led the Cougars with 58 3-
pointers. At the line, she hit 74
percent (66-for-89) and finished
the season with 306 points. She
also pulled 79 rebounds and
added 45 steals.

“She was able to create a lot of
open shots for her teammates by
bringing the defense in off the
dribble. She was also a big scor-
ing threat driving to the basket,”
Coach Dyer said.

McGovern, who scored 170
points last year, jumped to 247
points this season with her tough-
ness under the boards. At the
line, she was 67-for-101 (66 per-
cent). She also added 49 assists.
McGovern grabbed 160 rebounds
(58 offensive), snatched 25 bas-
ketballs and led the team with 79
blocked shots.

“Kaitlin was a huge presence in
the post. She has strong up-and-
under moves, as well as rebound
put backs. She was able to shoot
just inside the 3-point line, mak-
ing her hard to defend,” Coach
Dyer said.

But as McGovern noted after
the Cougars defeated the High-
landers for the sectional title, it
was more than just the three
seniors, who contributed to the
victory.

Junior forward Carly Maucione

David B. Corbin (January files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING AFTER A LOOSE BALL…Cougar Jess McCoy, right, and Lady Lion Renee Oliver, No. 44, go after a loose ball
in Cranford on January 24. The Lions won, 32-26. McCoy finished her high school career with 1,276 points.Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, March 21, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

bucketed 144 points, including
19 3-pointers and hitting 17 of
27 from the line for 63 percent.
She also had 116 rebounds and
added 42 blocked shots, 32 steals
and 16 assists.

Junior guard Kerry Wischusen
scored 106 points, including 16
3-pointers, and grabbed 98 re-
bounds. She also added 44 as-
sists, 30 steals and five blocks.
Junior guard Mairead McKeary’s
primary focus was defense, al-
though she did score 52 points.
McKeary also had 32 rebounds,
24 assists and 23 steals.

“It is hard to see this group of
seniors leave. I was starting my
third season as varsity coach
when they were freshman. We
definitely grew together and
learned a lot from each other.
We won two state sectional titles,”
Coach Dyer said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Senior Jeff Weiss, a three-year varsity wrestler, finished
with an impressive record of 30-10. He captured a District 11 championship at 220-lbs and reached
the Union County and Region 3 finals. He also won two matches at the NJSIAA Tournament in
Atlantic City. Senior Kaitlin McGovern had 18 points, 3 rebounds, 2 steals and 2 blocks, along with
tremendous post defense to help lead the Cougars to capture the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 State
championship. McGovern was also on the sectional championship team her freshman year.

David B. Corbin (January files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING TIGHT DEFENSE…Cougar guard Jenna Goeller, No. 4, keeps close tabs on Roselle
Catholic Lady Lion Katie Tobey.

Cougars Won N.J. Sectional Championship

Kaitlin McGovern, No. 24 Kerry Wischusen, No.32
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Cranford Wrestling Program Improving ‘Brick by Brick’
Provided By KELLY HOWARD

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

How do you build something?
“Brick by brick” is an obvious
answer. But in Cranford, people
are talking about “wrestler by
wrestler”.

Cranford wrestling appears on
the rise. Close coordination be-
tween the youth and high school
levels is creating a slate of wres-
tling talent that is poised for
success for years to come.

But success is not just in the
future. The high school team
closed the year having estab-
lished a number of team records
and benchmarks. The team was
the first in school history to have
more than 20 wins in a season. A
win over Roselle Park for the first
time since 1993 was one of many
highlights.

That alone does not tell the
whole story. The high school
team outscored opponents by
610 team points this year. For
those unfamiliar with wrestling,
that is akin to outscoring oppo-
nents by an average score of 24-
10 in a football season. Senior
Corey Markovitch was a big con-
tributor of team points having
established a new team record
with 22 pins.

“The dedication and talent of
our wrestlers showed all sea-
son,” said High School Varsity
Head Coach Pat Gorman. “We
are building something special
in Cranford.”

Gorman, in only his second
year as head coach of the var-
sity program, reflected on the
successes of the past season.
“The high school team just sent
three wrestlers to the State
Championships in Atlantic City,
more than any other team in our
district and tied for the most
with one other program in Union

County,” he said.
Nikko Cappello, Gavin Murray

and senior Jeff Weiss all won
district championships and
Weiss, Murray and Markovitch
wrestled in Atlantic City this year.

“Our seniors were key con-
tributors to our success, but we
also have a lot of young talent
currently on the team and also
getting ready to enter our pro-
gram,” said Gorman enthusias-
tically.

Listening to Gorman, you could
feel the excitement that he has

for the eight young men who will
be entering as freshman next
year. And the excitement is easy
to understand when looking at
the hardware collected by the
current middle school team,
which went undefeated and won
the Passaic Valley Youth Wres-
tling League tournament for the
second year in a row.

The team had 13 of 14 wres-
tlers place at the tournament
and seven young men wrestled
in the finals. Anthony Capece,
Chris Scorese and Brian

McGovern will enter high school
having won the league champi-
onship in their respective weight
classes this year.

But the well goes much deeper
than those three talented wres-
tlers. The Cranford middle school
team also won the Union County
Brawl and has done so in four of
the last six years. Thirteen wres-
tlers placed, 10 wrestled in the
finals and six wrestlers, includ-
ing Thomas DiGiovanni, James
Shriner and Robert Howard, won
individual championships.

Capece, Scorese and McGovern
also won their respective weight
classes.

But as with icebergs, the high
school and middle school pro-
grams do not accurately repre-
sent what hides beneath the sur-
face.

Led by Kevin Murray, Cranford
P.A.L. wresting has over 120
kids in the program and is send-
ing 14 wrestlers to the NJ Youth
Wrestling State Championships
starting this weekend.

“Our growing success is a re-
flection of the commitment of
parents, our wrestlers, our
coaches and the entire Cranford
community,” Murray said. “We
can’t do this alone. To sustain
success, we need to work to-
gether as a family. And that’s
just what we are doing.”

Cranford’s Central Jersey
League “A” team went 14-1 this
year and finished second only to
state wrestling powerhouse
South Plainfield in the 25-team
league tournament. Three indi-
vidual wrestlers – AJ Bencivenga,
Luke DiGiovanni and Robert
Howard – survived the grueling
tournament and came out as
champions. Howard became the
first three-time league cham-
pion in Cranford’s history and
will also compete for a second
state championship title.

Over the last six years,
Cranford’s “A” team is an aston-
ishing 97-5 in dual matches.

Cranford’s “B” team went 11-0
and won its end-of-season tour-
nament. Thirteen wrestlers
placed and eight wrestled in the
finals, with Chris Hecht, Dean
Smith and Justin Alpaugh-
McLean earning championships.

“Wrestling teaches our kids the
value of hard work, confidence
and sacrifice,” said Murray.
“These core values create the
foundation of success for what-
ever our young men do as they
grow.”

David B. Corbin (February files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO SLIDE BEHIND…Cougar Corey Markovitch, top, works his way around Farmer Steve Gibki in his 182-
lb bout.

Probitas Verus Honos

Story on page 17

of The Westfield Leader


