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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior heavyweight An-
thony Tufaro and Westfield Blue
Devil senior Colin Barber were
among six Union County wres-
tlers, who placed in the top-8 at
the NJSIAA Championships at
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City
on March 10.

Tufaro placed sixth, while Bar-
ber placed seventh at 152-lbs.
Governor Livingston Highlander
Jon Mele placed fourth at 120-
lbs, and Summit Hilltopper AJ
Iarussi placed sixth at 220-lbs,
while Brearley Bears Joey
Balboni at 170-lbs and John
Balboni at 160-lbs placed third
and fifth, respectively.

Tufaro’s first victory came in
the pre-quarterfinals on March 8
with an 8-3 decision over Noa
Merritt of Pope John. Tufaro’s
takedown of choice was an ankle
pick from the front headlock po-
sition, which he hit three times.

“I hit him with what we call an
H2 in the room. One of my old
football coaches made it up, not
the move, just the name. It’s
one of my favorite moves, and
once I saw I could get that, I
went after it and hit it harder
and harder. Every time I hit it,

he would go down harder and
harder. It worked,” Tufaro ex-
plained.

Tufaro, who has displayed an

arsenal of takedowns through-
out this season, tends to feel out
his opponents’ wrestling style to
determine which takedown he

will use.
“I spend the first 30 seconds

finding out what kind of wrestler

he is, what kind of technique he
uses. From there, I work what-
ever move I think is going to
work best,” He said.

Tufaro ran into a little trouble
in his quarterfinal bout with Jeff
Miller (Camden Catholic). After
Tufaro scored a takedown, Miller
answered with a two-point
nearfall and later held a 4-3 lead

as time was winding down.
Tufaro initiated a takedown, try-
ing to keep his legs inside the
circle, but the ref ruled it out.
Seconds later, Tufaro took a
desperation shot, but Miller
countered and won, 6-3.

Tufaro recovered in the third
round wrestlebacks to defeat
Ryan Appleby (Belvidere), 4-2.
Tufaro’s big move was a double
leg takedown.

“You can’t live in the past. You
got to look forward. I have a
tattoo to remind me about that.
It says, ‘The measure of a man is
not how he responds to victory,
but how he responds to defeat.’
That’s how I try to live. It’s
better to live that way than to
sulk in the past,” Tufaro said.

“He lost to Appleby in a tour-
nament in the summer, 1-0. He
kind of sat on a front headlock,
so we told him to stay away from
it and hit that blast double that
he has been hitting so nicely. He
did it. We told him, when you
lose in the quarterfinals, your
new gold is bronze. He was ask-
ing who he should beat. I said,
‘beat yourself from last year.
Take sixth, fifth, fourth or third.’
I think that’s realistic,” Raider
Head Coach TJ Gavor said.

Tufaro went on to defeat Jose
Palimino (St. Peter’s Prep), 12-
5. After dropping a 1-0 decision
to John Appice (Manalapan),
Tufaro finished sixth after being
nipped, 3-1, in overtime by Steve
Johnson (Bound Brook).

Barber began his trip to the
top-8 with a 4-3 decision over
Eric Barbera (Hopewell Valley).
Barber had a reversal in the
second period and added a

GL HIGHLANDER MELE PLACES 4TH; SUMMIT’S IARUSSI 6TH; BREARLEY’S BALBONI’S 3RD, 5TH

Raider Anthony Tufaro Places 6th, Blue Devil Colin Barber
Places 7th at NJSIAA Wrestling Championships in AC
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Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST BOUT AT ATLANTIC CITY…Cranford Cougar Jeff Weiss, right, squares off at center mat with Sean Griffen
of Cliffside Park in his opening bout at 220-lbs. Weiss defeated Griffen, 4-1.

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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takedown in the third.
“I thought I wrestled alright. I

am going to keep getting bet-
ter, so I can go on looking for
the title,” Barber said.

Barber had some near
takedowns in the bout but came
up short.

“I took a lot of shots, but I
didn’t get to finish all of them.

Next match, I will finish more
takedowns,” he said.

Barber advanced to the
quarterfinal round with a 4-2
decision over Dom Ruggerio
(Timber Creek) then dropped a
3-0 decision to Nick Gravina
(Northern Highlands). In his
third round wrestleback bout
with freshman Joe Grel lo
(Bergen Catholic), he scored a
reversal to win, 2-0, in an ulti-
mate tiebreaker. Both competi-
tors were successful controlling
from the top position during
regulation and in the overtime,
so Grello, who won the coin
toss, chose top but Barber suc-
ceeded.

“I would have chosen top. I
wasn’t going to let a freshman
beat me my senior year. I have
to give it my all to take third,”
Barber said.

Next, Barber lost a 4-3
tiebreaker to Josh Ugaldi (Bound
Brook) then captured seventh

with a pin in 7:56 over Tyler
Loughlin (Becton).

Blue Devil Brian Bulger re-
ceived a first round bye at 182-
lbs then recorded a takedown
and a reversal to defeat Brad
Schwartz (New Egypt), 4-3, to
advance to the quarterfinal
round. After dropping a 9-5 de-
cision to Josh Sibblies (New-
ton), Bulger was edged in over-
time, 3-1, by Jordan Fox (St.
Peter’s Prep), who recorded a
takedown at the buzzer.

Cranford Cougar Jeff Weiss
earned a 4-1 decision over Rob
Margiulli (Emerson/Park Ridge)
in his first bout at 220-lbs. Weiss
kept working the Gable maneu-
ver in hopes of grabbing back
points.

“I took top, because I knew I
was good on top. I was able to
hold him down for about a
minute-and-twenty seconds
then I got sloppy. I came at the
top of the arms. On my feet, I

just kept hand fighting. It
worked out good today. I was
able to keep my hips back,”
Weiss said.

Weiss scored first with a spin
around takedown in the first
period.

“I didn’t want to get too cocky.
I went in with the hand fight to
get a feel for him. He took a
shot. As soon as I saw the op-
portunity to do a spin around, I
took it. I even got a lift at the
end. It’s my favorite,” Weiss
said.

Weiss then faced Bryan
Dobzanski (Delsea), the even-
tual champion, and fell victim
to a 2:13 fall. Weiss then de-
feated Obie Kali (Millville), 9-7,
before being halted in 1:12 by
Morris Lawson (Belvidere) in the
second round wrestleback.

Cougar sophomore Gavin
Murray got past his first bout at
132-lbs with a 6-2 decision over

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Raider Tufaro Places Sixth, Blue Devil Barber Places Seventh at NJSIAA Mat Tourney

Colin Barber Westfield – 152-lbs

Joe Grello Bergen Catholic AJ Iarussi Summit – 220-lbs

Morris Lawson Belvidere

Jon Mele GL – 120-lbs

Tom Gattenella St. Augustine
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Brian Robinson (Garfield). Both
competitors specialized in leg
control from the top position.

“I came out here and I was a
little nervous, a little cautious.
There’s a big crowd. I didn’t
wrestle my best, but he was a
gamer too and in the same situ-
ation,” Murray said.

Murray kept working the power
half nelson in hopes of turning
Robinson to his back.

“I really would like the back
[points]. Anybody does! But I
put those legs in and worked the
power half. It definitely broke
him. Once I got on bottom, there
was no way he could hold me,”
Murray said.

Robinson did surprise Murray
with a takedown, but Murray
quickly returned the favor with a
reversal to a nearfall.

“We do this drill in practice
with 30 seconds when you get
down by one. It felt familiar,
because we do it so much. It was

there and I hit it,” Murray said.
After losing to Jason Estevez

(Livingston), Murray entered the
wrestlebacks where he lost, 6-
1, to Collin Boylen (Hunterdon
Central).

Cougar Corey Markovitch was
pinned in 4:40 by Mike Burns
(Morris Knolls) in his first bout at
182-lbs. He then lost, 10-2, to
Isaiah Soto (Bound Brook).

GL Highlander Mele, after re-
cording a 9-0, majority deci-
sion, added a 15-6, majority
decision over Tom Gatinella (St.
Augustine) to advance to the
120-lb quarterfinals where he
dropped a 6-2 decision to Craig
De La Cruz (Bound Brook). He
then defeated Salvatore Profaci
(Monroe), 13-6, and Alex Balder
(Cherokee) to advance to the
third-place consolation where he

lost to Christian Innarella
(Delbarton) via 3:26 fall.

Iarussi recorded a 4:29 pin to
advance to the 220-lb

quarterfinals where he dropped
a 2-1, tiebreaker to Zack
Chakonis (Don Bosco). Iarussi
then topped Morris Lawson

(Belvidere), 5-2, then nipped
Ngel Toussaunt (Egg Harbor),
1-0. He lost, 5-2, to Mauro
Correnti (Holy Cross) then fin-
ished sixth after dropping a 4-2
decision to Mike Markulec
(Hopewell Valley).

Brearley’s Joey Balboni rolled
with a 13-4, majority decision at
170-lbs then topped Austin
Wetterau (Shawnee), 13-6, to
reach the semifinals where he
dropped an 11-5 decision to
Ethan Ramos (Hawthorne). From
there, Balboni defeated Tyler
Richardson (Brick Memorial), 14-
6, then seized third with a 10-4
decision over Dae Sean Brown
(Neptune).

John Balboni recorded a 10-3
decision and followed up with a
9-5 decision over Joe Schultz
(Howell) to advance to the 160-
lb quarterfinal round where he
pinned Sonnieboy Bianco
(Burlington City) in 3:30. AfterProbitas Verus Honos
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losing, 7-2, to Dillon Artigliere
(Roxbury), he lost, 3-2, to
Connor Donohue (Clearview)
then defeated Dan Wojtaszek
(Brick), 6-2, for fifth place.

Anthony Ashnault of South
Plainfield became the first four-
time undefeated NJSIAA state
champion when he defeated
Gary Dinmore (Hunterdon Cen-

tral), 4-2, at 138-lbs. Ashnault
finished his high school career
at 170-0.

CHAMPIONSHIP:
106: — Nick Suriano (Bergen Catholic)
d Kyle Bierdumpfel (Don Bosco), 3-2
113: — Luis Gonzalez (Don Bosco) d
Kevin Corrigan (Toms River South), 5-
4
120: — Craig De La Cruz (Bound Brook)
d Brenden Calas (Seton Hall Prep), 3-1
SV
126: — Anthony Giraldo (N. Bergen) d
Corey Stasenko (S. Plainfield), 3-1
132: — Scott DelVecchio (S. Plainfield)
d Ron Gentile (Paulsboro), 5-4
138: — Ashnault (S. Plainfield) d
Dinsmore (Hunt. Cent.), 4-2
145: — BJ Clagon (Toms Riv. S.) d Troy
Heilmann (S. Plainfield), 2-1
152: — Wayne Stinson (N. Burlington)
d Chad Walsh (Camden Cath.), 9-7
160: — Dillon Artigliere (Roxbury) d
Jon Schleifer (E. Brunswick), 6-1
170: — Ethan Ramos (Hawthorne) d
Jadaen Bernstein (Voorhees), 5-2

182: — John Sebastian (Bergen Cath.)
d Dave Williams (Hammonton), 4-3
195: — Razohnn Gross (Don Bosco) d
Anthony Messner (Franklin), 5-3
220: — Bryan Dobzanski (Delsea) d

Zack Chakonis (Don Bosco), 5-4
Hwt: — Alex Thompson (Haddon
Heights) d Jeff Miller (Camden Cath.),
3-1

Probitas Verus Honos
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Colin Barber Westfield

Ruggierrio Timber Creek
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Ryan Appleby Belvidere
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Brian Robinson Garfield

Cougar Jeff Weiss – 220-lbs

Obie Kali Millville
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Raider Tufaro Places Sixth, Blue Devil Barber Places Seventh at NJSIAA Mat Tourney

Raider Hwt Anthony Tufaro

Jeff Miller Camden Catholic

Colin Barber – 152-lbs

Joe Grello Bergen Catholic

Cougar Jeff Weiss – 220-lbs

Obie Kali Millville

Brian Bulger – 182-lbs

Josh Sibblies Newton
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At the Garwood
Borough Council’s meeting on
February 28, it was announced
that residents would face a 3.31-
percent property tax hike under
next year’s proposed municipal
budget, which would be the 11th
year out of the last 12 the munici-
pal rate has risen. The increase
amounts to $95 per $100,000 of
assessed property value.

The proposed $5.797 million
in tax revenues would go to
fund a $7.7-million budget –
nearly $200,000 higher than the
current year’s spending plan.

In a workshop meeting on Feb-
ruary 28, Council President and
Finance Committee Chairwoman
Sara Todisco said the increase
was necessary because of new
expenses including the Athletic
Field Complex project, the bor-
ough newsletter and upgrades
to the borough’s website, places
where residents can see where
their taxes are going.

The borough council is also
facing increases of $62,000 for
health care insurance, $60,000
to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority, $76,000 in police
salaries and $21,000 in police
pensions. State aid remained
the same at $89,379.

“These additions outside of
our control that I mentioned do
not really change the level of
service we provide our resi-
dents, but instead does the im-
portant job of paying the
borough’s bills,” Ms. Todisco
said. She said the baseline bud-
get called for a $220 increase
per $100,000 of assessed valu-
ation. The finance committee
first reduced the budget to
$153, then made more adjust-
ments to bring it down to $95.

One of the ways the commit-
tee pared costs was by using a
state law that allows the
$90,000 in accrued benefits of
retiring Police Captain James
Pipala to be paid over five years
instead of two.

Council members questioned
not only Ms. Todisco, but also
borough Chief Financial Officer
and Treasurer Sandy Bruns and
auditor Bill Swisher.

While acknowledging the time
and effort used to come up with the
budget, Councilman Jim Mathieu
criticized finance committee mem-
bers for increasing taxes in a time
of economic austerity, saying the
repeated hikes were driving people
out of Garwood.

Mr. Mathieu was particularly
critical of things such as a
$5,000 down payment set aside
for a new dump truck without
deciding on the possibility of pri-
vate garbage disposal and for not
addressing continual increases in
health care insurance costs, which
he predicted soon would rise to
the same level for retired person-
nel as active duty employees.

He also raised the issue of how
Garwood has no ladder truck for the
fire department. Garwood had to
rely on Cranford to battle a recent
blaze in a two-story home on Sec-
ond Avenue. He said money spent
on the Athletic Field Complex could
have been instead been spent on
the purchase of a ladder truck,
which he estimated would cost about
$700,000. He said the borough,
however, is spending money to
purchase a dump truck for the DPW.

“Any money you had for the
dump truck, you spent,” Mr.
Mathieu said. “It’s called the ath-
letic field. You took $700,000 cash
in the bank. You could have bought
one of these trucks in cash. The
thing that I just don’t understand
is people think there are no conse-
quences for overspending. The way

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Several residents
voiced their dismay at the
Cranford Township Committee’s
meeting on Tuesday night re-
garding possible conflicts of in-
terest. Among them were resi-
dents Liz Sweeney and Rita La
Brutto, who had previously ad-
dressed concerns at the
committee’s February 25 work-
shop meeting.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Ms. Sweeney, who pre-
viously had questioned the com-
mittee about having Phil Morin,
Cranford township attorney in
2012, and who represented the
township during the Birchwood
development and Lehigh Acqui-
sitions site plan hearings, both of
which were held last summer at
the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth, was a possible conflict
of interest.

She said Mr. Morin is an attor-
ney with the Florio Perucci,
Steinhardt, Fader law firm. She
also said that Michael Perucci of
the law firm is a principal in the
Woodmont Developers, which is
ready to develop 555 South Av-
enue, known as the Lehigh Ac-
quisitions Development, which is
set to build 165 apartments. The
Birchwood Avenue development
is for 360 apartments.

Lehigh had instituted a builder’s
remedy lawsuit against the town-
ship, based on the need for af-
fordable housing. Lehigh won the
lawsuit; the project was then
sold to Woodmont Developers.
Ms. Sweeney said Mr. Morin rep-
resented the township at a hear-
ing where his boss was the de-

veloper.
Mayor Thomas Hannen said,

“Through our legal counsel, we
are looking into it; we’ve dis-
cussed it, and we’ll do an appro-
priate conflict check. Soon we’ll
be able to make a statement.”

Following Ms. Sweeney to the
podium was Ms. La Brutto, who
said Livingston, which lost a
builder’s remedy lawsuit, had to
allow the development of an
apartment project with 558
apartments. She said its school
system has to increase the
amount of classrooms to accom-
modate an increased enrollment.
“We should be mindful of the
impact something like this would
have on our school system,” she
said.

Ms. La Brutto also said that in
the finding of facts transcript filed
with the court by Mr. Morin in the
Lehigh Acquisitions site plan
hearing, it states that the appli-
cant met with the Cranford Town-
ship Planning Board.

“I have to tell you that that
meeting never took place,” she
said. “I was on the planning board
then; I don’t remember that.”

John Hrebin, who followed Ms.
La Brutto to the podium, said, “I
was also on the planning board
and don’t remember that either.”

Mark Smith, a former town-
ship mayor, asked if there was
any progress in finding a per-
manent township administra-
tor. Mayor Hannen said, “We
had 39 applicants last year and
have 30 this year. We’re hold-
ing interviews.”

Longtime administrator
Marlena Schmidt left in Sep-
tember 2011 and was initially
replaced by Police Chief Eric
Mason. The Township Commit-
tee announced last November
that Mr. Mason, instead, would
remain as police chief and a

I look at it you spent your dump
truck. You spent your fire engine.”

Ms. Todisco and Councilman
Louis Petruzzelli countered, say-
ing that there were a lot of capital
improvement projects other than
the athletic field including the up-
grade to the telephone system,
road projects and emergency
equipment, which accounted for
some of last year’s spending.

Ms. Todisco said the decision on
the dump truck, estimated at
$120,000, was deferred in previ-
ous budgets while exploring shared
service possibilities with other
towns, options that have not mate-
rialized. Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said
the borough could pursue purchas-
ing a gently used dump truck.

“In the end, we have a 30-year
old dump truck,” the mayor said.
“Do we just want to continue to
ignore that, or are we going to
finance it in a way that is sug-
gested to us by our professional
staff? We could, in a sense, buy it
outright… [but] it doesn’t make
any sense to do that when you can
get loans so cheap right now.

“We want to improve our ability
to buy projects down the road
outright – cash, but right now we
don’t have that ability. It takes
some time to build that. That’s
been one thing in the budget that’s
been cut often to help ease the tax
burden on the residents too,” the
mayor continued.

The budget process was delayed
because of the resignation of Coun-
cilman Victor DeFilippo who has
served on the finance committee.
As a de facto member, Mayor
Quattrocchi has temporarily filled
his role on the committee.

The mayor was sick the day of
the last committee budget meet-
ing, which meant it had to be
rescheduled. Council members did
not receive the budget until two
days before the workshop at the
council meeting.

CF Residents Voice Concerns
Over Conflict of Interest

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Garwood Borough Council Announces
Tax Hike; Dump Truck Purchase
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former Republi-
can candidate Steven Blaufeder
was unanimously approved by
the borough council to fill the
seat vacated by the resignation
of Victor DeFilippo on Tuesday.

A local business owner, Mr.
Blaufeder was one of three
nominees submitted by the
Garwood Republican Commit-
tee. His name was not an-
nounced publicly by the council
until Council President Sara
Todisco made the motion to
nominate him. The other two
names – Mike Martin and Carol
Kearney – were never men-
tioned. There was no discussion
by council members on the ap-
pointment.

Two residents objected to the

selection process and one criti-
cized it as “clandestine.”

Republican Jim Mathieu
agreed with residents Joe
Garritano and Bruce Paterson
that the process does appear
nefarious, and said that in the
past he has suggested requir-
ing nominees to submit
résumés, biographies and un-
dergo a public interview pro-
cess.

“I do not like this process,”
Mr. Mathieu said. “I do think it’s
very closed, and I think the
public will be much better served
if we had things like résumés,
discussions. You as a citizen are
better off when we squirm.
When we’re allowed to do things
behind closed doors, that’s
where the nefarious stuff hap-
pens.”

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said
that publicly interviewing the

search for a new township ad-
ministrator would be conducted.

Mr. Smith, referring to the
conflict of interest brought up
by Ms. Sweeney, went on to
say, “I’m astounded at the in-
volvement of Woodmont. Dur-
ing litigation in 2010, I was
unaware there was any relation
to Woodmont. I want to know if
there was any misrepresenta-
tion on the part of Woodmont.”

In other business, Acting Busi-
ness Administrator Joe Hartnett
said that he was assured by the
American Water Company that
the computer problem that
caused the delay in sewer bills
would be resolved by yesterday
afternoon, March 13.

Diane Dabulas of the Rogut
McCarthy law firm said the final
decision on the Birchwood site
pan hearing would be rendered
on Monday, April 22, in state

Superior Court in Elizabeth by
Judge Lisa Chrystal. She said
that Cranford has complied, in
every way, with the court or-
ders and if the judgment is not
favorable to Cranford, the town-
ship would appeal immediately.
She also said, “We have filed
objections on the Lehigh mat-
ter.”

On a lighter note, Deputy
Mayor Edward O’Malley and
Debbie Walker, chairwoman of
the township’s Green Business
Team, presented Green Busi-
ness Certificates to Anthony
Vallone of Maid Pro, Vincent
Savinelli of Vinny’s Pizza and
Pasta and to Dream Kitchen De-
sign, the owner of which, Greg
Poszyler, was not present.
Mayor Hannen thanked the re-
cipients for conducting their
business in a community-con-
scious way.

** Steven Blaufeder Named to Fill Vacancy on Garwood Council **
three nominees was “unheard
of.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt ac-
knowledged that he, fellow
council members Ann Palmer
and Louis Petruzzelli and Ms.
Todisco, who comprise a Demo-
cratic majority on
the six-seat body,
met in a party
caucus to discuss
the three candi-
dates and select
among the trio.

Ms. Palmer, who
admitted she was
uncomfor tab le
with the process
but came to un-
derstand the pro-
cedure was not
open to the pub-
lic, said she spoke
with all three can-
didates before the
caucus meeting.

Mr. DeFilippo re-
signed last month
citing a vague ref-
erence to his job.
Mr. Blaufeder will
complete his
term, which ex-
pires on Decem-
ber 31.

Mr. Blaufeder
was not at the
meeting because
he was ill, accord-
ing to Mayor Quat-
trocchi. He will be
sworn in at the
next council meeting on Tues-
day, March 26.

Mr. Blaufeder owns and man-
ages TT Cycles, a custom mo-
torcycle import/export business
in Berkeley Heights. He ran for
council in 2011. He said during
that campaign that he wanted
to rebuild relationships between
small business owners and the
borough.

“There is a definite void in
communication between bor-
ough hall and the local business

Steven Blaufeder
2011 Candidate Bio:
Steven Blaufeder  owns
and manages TT Cycles,
a custom motorcycle im-
port/ export business in
Berkeley Heights. Mr.
Blaufeder wants to share
his knowledge of what
works for success and
rebuild the relationships
between Garwood’s
business owners/opera-
tors and the municipal-
ity.

owners that should be rekindled
if we are to keep from having
for-rent signs popping up,” he
said then.

He also said any plans for suc-
cessful redevelopment on the
North and South Avenue corri-

dors depends on
how the borough
responds to entre-
preneurs who
want to open busi-
nesses in the bor-
ough.

Ms. Todisco said
she was looking
forward to work-
ing with Mr.
Blaufeder, noting
that she was also
appointed to the
council to fill a va-
cant seat before
she was elected to
a full term.

“I think he will
bring a different
perspective and
different back-
ground to this
council, which will
be beneficial,” she
said. “I know him
a little bit person-
ally and I have al-
ways found him to
be very calm,
level-headed and
easy to work
with.”

Mr. Mathieu, a
Republican, said,

“He’s a good conservative...I
need somebody up here to help
me vote against tax increases.”

In other meeting news, the
council approved a resolution
voicing opposition to legislation
in the state Assembly and Sen-
ate that would require munici-
palities to provide voting op-
portunities 15 days in advance
of an election.

Mayor Quattrocchi noted that
borough residents already have
the opportunity to vote early by

mail without specifying a need,
and that the additional costs
would be burdensome in addi-
tion to finding workers to man
the polls.

Council members voted to
award a $3,000 contract for
printing the borough newslet-
ter to Advanced Printing, after
Ms. Palmer’s inquiry with the
Garwood Board of Education,
which has a newsletter, about
sharing services. It was found
not feasible.

The council also adopted a
resolution to introduce next
year’s municipal budget, which
calls for a 3.31-percent munici-
pal property-tax hike and was
initially discussed at a special
meeting on February 28.

The increase amounts to a
$95 hike per $100,000 assessed
value per home and was caused
by the approval of the Athletic
Field Complex, the borough
newsletter and updates to the
website, as well as increases in
costs for sewerage, health in-
surance, police salaries and pen-
sions.

Ms. Todisco elaborated on a
$5,000 down payment budgeted
for a new dump truck, citing
quotes of $131,000 and
$188,000 to replace a 30-year-
old vehicle which has a cor-
roded driver’s-side floorboard
and “cannot actually dump” be-
cause the bed either falls back-
ward or forward. The truck is
used to plow and salt the north
side of town. The issue came up
during the special budget meet-
ing.

Ms. Todisco also suggested
the borough’s recreation com-
mission consider charging a fee
for the summer recreation pro-
gram next year – 2014 – to
increase revenue. The program
currently is free.
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