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l'ennemi du journaliste

DeMARTINO, KAHN SPARKLE ON MOUND; TROTTER, RAVETIER DELIVER ON ‘O’; ZAZZALI ON ‘D’

Union Underclassmen Face Essex in Baseball Showdown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rivals became teammates in a
scheduled 10-inning game be-
tween the Union County High
School underclassmen baseball
team and the Essex County un-
derclassmen at Hynes Stadium
at Kean University in Union on
June 15. The setup was to play
the starting lineup for five in-
nings then bring in an entirely
new lineup for the next five in-
nings, while giving pitchers, for

the most part, two innings each
on the mound.

In the end, the Essex under-
classmen overcame a 3-0 deficit
and scored all their runs in the
sixth, seventh and eighth innings
to pull off an 8-6 victory.

Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Cranford had seven
representatives with Blue Devils
juniors Brad DeMartino and Tyler
Bowman, Raiders junior Matt
Ridge, sophomore Kevin Max-
well and junior Christian Zazzali

and Cougar juniors Tommy Trot-
ter and Matt Ravetier.

DeMartino was Union’s starting
pitcher and tossed two innings of
scoreless ball, yielding only one
walk, while recording three
strikeouts.

“It was pretty cool. We are all
pals. It’s a good experience to do
that, because we play against
each other all year. Here we all
can have fun and play with each
other,” DeMartino said.

Trotter finished with a pair of
singles and scored the game’s
first run, when he singled, stole
second base and came home af-
ter junior Marc Giacalone (New
Providence) banged a triple to

the leftfield wall in the top of the
first inning. Trotter also scored in
the fifth inning.

“It’s awesome playing with the
best kids in Union County. It’s
great competition, and it is a
pleasure to be here,” Trotter said.

Zazzali, playing second base,
initiated a second-to-first double
play in the fourth inning then
caught an Essex base runner at-
tempting to steal in the fifth after
a fine throw from Ridge, who was
the catcher at the time.

“This was something that I re-
ally looked forward to through-
out the whole year, playing with
obviously the best kids in Union

County. It’s an honor just to be
here and play. It’s nice to have
them on our team now,” Zazzali
said.

“It’s a good feeling. Different!
Different to be with these guys,
but it’s pretty much knowing that
when the ball gets hit, it will be
caught. It’s great to be out here,”
Ridge said.

Union Catholic Viking Ryan
Kahn, a junior, pitched the third
and fourth innings and permitted
only a single to junior Nick Meo of
Millburn. Viking junior first
baseman Anthony Colletti singled
in the fourth, and walked and
scored in the seventh.

Ravetier led off the fifth inning
with a single. Trotter followedProbitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING INTO THIRD…Cougar Matt Ravetier dives safely into third base in the fifth inning.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE FIFTH RUN…Raider Kevin Maxwell, No. 19, scores in the seventh inning.
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with a single, and both scored to
give Union a 3-0 lead. But Essex
capitalized in the sixth with three
runs on two singles and four free

passes, and it all began with
junior Anthony Rossi (Nutley),
who hopped a leadoff single.

In the seventh, Colletti walked,

Maxwell took a curveball to the
back and sophomore Kevin
Campbell (Elizabeth) walked to
load the bases with no one out.
Sophomore Steve Weisensee (AL
Johnson) drew a base-on-balls
for an easy RBI. Junior Pat
Mahoney (Governor Livingston)
brought Maxwell home with a
sacrifice fly to right field then
Campbell also scored when the
right fielder’s throw soared off
course.

“It’s a great feeling to be with
people we play against. It’s prob-
ably the top competition in Union
County to get together. It’s nice
to play here. This stadium is a lot
better to play on than other sta-
diums we’ve played at this year,”
Maxwell said.

Trailing 6-3, Essex plated a run
in the bottom of the inning when
Rossi doubled and scored on jun-
ior Kevin Fox’s (West Essex)
single to right. In the eight, Essex
unloaded with four singles and

added a walk to score four runs
for an 8-6 lead.

Ravetier stepped to the mound
in the ninth and held Essex score-
less, thanks to a fine play by

Bowman at second base to end
the inning.

“It’s pretty cool! There are a lot
of talented guys here. We com-

Union County Underclassmen Face Essex County Underclassmen in Baseball Classic

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cougar Tommy Trotter beats out a single

Minuteman Kevin Campbell scores

Raider Christian Zazzali catches a thiefChristian Zazzali

Dennis

McCaffrey
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peted against them all season.
Now we could fuse all our talents
together and try to compete
against another county,” Bow-

man said.
“It was pretty cool getting to

know some of the guys you play
against. When it comes to this

game, it’s a great feeling being
honored. To play with the top
players in Union County, it’s a
good feeling,” Ravetier said.

Both teams got a final at-bat in
the 10th, but neither plated a
run. Essex County finished with
11 hits and Union County fin-

ished with seven hits.

Union 100 020 300 0 6
Essex 000 003 140 0 8

Union County Underclassmen Face Essex County Underclassmen in Baseball Classic

Panther Luis Amaro, No. 9

Blue Devil Brad DeMartino

ALJ’s Steve Weisensee – at-bat

Matt Ravetier

Tommy Trotter steals second

U.C. Viking Anthony Colletti
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four senior starters and one
junior starter turned in batting
averages (BA) over .400, while
superb pitching and fielding lim-
ited opposition to an average of
2.33 earned runs per game for
this year’s Cranford High School
baseball team that finished on
top of the heap as the No. 1 team
in New Jersey.

Of the solid senior class, four
were on the varsity team their
freshman season when the Cou-
gars won the NJSIAA Group 3
championship, their seventh
Union County Tournament (UCT)
title and finished 26-5. Another
UCT crown was seized in 2011,
along with a 20-5 record. Last
year, the Cougars added another
Group 3 title and finished 22-4.
This year the Cougars won their
eighth UCT title and third Group
3 title in the four-year span to
finish 25-1.

Senior Ryan Williamson had a
hand in all three Group 3 titles
and all three UCT titles.
Williamson, who is expected to
play at North Carolina State next
year but was drafted in the 28th
round by the Texas Rangers, fin-
ished his stellar career with a 4-
2 victory over Burlington Town-
ship in the Group 3 champion-
ship game to up his season record
to 11-0. He finished with an 0.58
ERA in 75.3 innings, struck out
88 and walked 22. Williamson
was 6-0 last year with a 0.60 ERA
and finished his four-year career
with a 25-4 record.

Williamson was also very handy
with the “metal stick” with a .419
BA (36-for-86), including 11
doubles, two triples and two home
runs, and added 27 RBI and 14
runs scored.

“You look back at his four-year
career, I would be very inter-

ested to see anyone who had a
more successful four-year ca-
reer. A pitcher in three champi-
onship wins! He had a .5 ERA
then a .4 ERA. People forget about
that he can flat out hit. He is an
outstanding outfielder, and he is
an outstanding person,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Senior Andrew DiFrancesco led
the team with a .446 BA (37-for-
83), including 10 doubles and a
triple, with 22 RBI and 25 runs
scored. He was also second on
the team with 14 stolen bases
His sophomore season he had a
.483 BA and last year he had a

.450 BA. DiFrancesco will play at
Brookdale Community College in
Lyndhurst.

“You can’t overlook Andrew
DiFrancesco. From his first bat
his freshman year, we called him
to pinch hit against a very solid
Morristown team. He got up there
and hit a line drive up the middle.
He would wake up in the morning
and hit every day before school.
He could flat out hit. He had an
unbelievable four years at
Cranford,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Senior catcher Chris Folinusz,
who will play for Rutgers Univer-
sity next year, finished with a

.434 BA (36-for-83) with 11
doubles, four triples and three
home runs to go with 30 RBI and
24 runs scored. He also had eight
stolen bases. Last year, Folinusz
led the state in power numbers
with nine homers and 13 doubles,
while batting .506.

“Chris, if you ask him to catch,
if you ask him to pitch, if you ask
him to play first base, he’s an
baseball, he could play at the
next level, and he chose base-
ball. He was a steady force in the
middle of our lineup,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Senior shortstop Sean Feeney
ripped up the field all
four of his years with
BA’s over .400. he
batted .435 his fresh-
man season, .500 his
sophomore year,
.444 last year and
.412 this year (33-
for-80)

“Sean was one of
the kids who came in
his freshman year
and started for us.
He has had solid,
solid seasons. He was
an outstanding in-
fielder. He is going
to Rutgers, and I
think he is going to
have an outstanding
career. Rutgers is
fortunate to have
him,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Senior first
baseman Alex Plick
finished with 16 hits
and a .254 BA, along
with nine RBI and 18
runs scored. Senior
George Georgeadis
contributed most of
his time at second
base but did add four
hits, three RBI and a

run scored. Senior Jake Forrestal
had a .250 BA with 13 hits, eight
RBI and 12 runs scored.

Junior leadoff hitter Tommy
Trotter sizzled with a .440 BA
(40-for-91) with six doubles and
20 RBI. He led the team with 28
runs scored and 16 stolen bases.
Junior John Oblachinski was the
regular third baseman, but when
he did step to the plate, he had
10 hits, seven RBI and five runs
scored.

Sophomore Albert Garguilo
broke into the lineup and fin-
ished with a .357 BA (15-for-42)
with 13 RBI and nine runs scored.
Junior pinch runner Bobby Bruns
stole seven bases and scored
several runs on behalf of the
team as did pinch runner Matt
DiMartino. Juniors Jack McCaffrey
and Sam Scher had respective
BA’s of .300 and .381.

Senior pitcher John Armstrong,
in 41.3 innings, struck out 17
and walked nine to finish with a
7-0 record and a 3.90 ERA. Jun-
ior Matt Ravitier, in 43 innings,
fanned 19, walked five and fin-
ished with a 4-1 record and a
2.77 ERA. Georgeadis fanned
eight and walked eight in 14
innings to finish 1-0. Folinusz
also contributed a few innings on
the mound.

“I was glad that I was a very
small part of Cranford’s success.
It was a great run. It’s a credit to
their work ethic. It’s not just
Cranford baseball, it’s the com-
munity, parents, people who have
been involved with these kids
since they were eight-years-old.
It was evident when we returned
home, there was an escort, the
firemen were out, the commu-
nity, business people were hang-
ing signs at their windows and
the kids were recognized. It was
a neat experience,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

WILLIAMSON FINISHED 11-0; DiFRANCESCO, FOLINUSZ, TROTTER, FEENEY LED IN BATTING  AVG

Cougars ‘Made it to the Top’ in Baseball, Finished at 25-1

David B. Corbin (March 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASSIC SENIOR CLASS…The Cougar baseball seniors finished their sparkling career as
the No. 1 team in New Jersey. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Brian Carino, George
Georgeadis, Andrew DiFrancesco and Bobby Bruns; back row, Matt DiMartino, Sean Feeney,
John Armstrong, Ryan Williamson, Chris Folinusz and Alex Plick.
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Flea Market on Tap
Saturday at UCC

CRANFORD – St. James CYO will
host the monthly Flea Market and
Collectible Show this Saturday,
June 22, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
Lots 5A and B at Union County
College, located at 1033 Spring-
field Avenue, off Gallows Hill Road,
Cranford. Admission is free.

More than 50 exhibitors are
expected, displaying an array of
quality wares such as jewelry,
handbags, sunglasses, sports col-
lectibles, clothing, dollar items,
DVDs, scarves, perfumes, an-
tiques and collectibles, garage/
tag sale items and other mer-
chandise, all at bargain prices. A
variety of food also will be avail-
able, with hot dogs, hamburgers,
coffee, cold drinks, breakfast
sandwiches and zeppoles among
the selections. The flea market
will be held on the fourth Satur-
day of each month until October.

Other school and/or local orga-
nizations that would like to par-
ticipate by having an exhibitor
space to sell their items and/or
promote their club are welcome
to reserve one of the four spaces
that will be offered free.

For more information, contact
JC at (201) 998-1144 or by e-mail
at events@jcpromotions.info.

Garwood Knights
Slate Blood Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Sunday, June 30,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at their
council hall, located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood, opposite
PathMark. All donors will receive
a $10 ShopRite gift card.

Parking is available behind the
building off Willow Avenue (turn
at Marty Shoes). For more infor-
mation, call the Knights after 4
p.m. weekdays at (908) 789-
9809, Chairman Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389 or the Blood
Center of New Jersey at (973)
676-4700; visit bloodnj.org or e-
mail bcnj@bloodnj.org.

Garwood Library to Launch
Summer Reading Club

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will celebrate its 19th
annual Summer Reading Club,
this year featuring the theme
“Dig Into Reading.” Children can
begin logging in their time spent
reading on Monday, June 24.
Sign-up opportunities are now
underway.

The program will run until Mon-
day, August 5, which is the last
day to log in reading. Not only
will there be prizes awarded to
the children with the most read-
ing times logged in, there also
will be separate awards for
middle-school children, grades
6, 7 and 8, who have required
reading assigned by the faculty
of Lincoln School. They, too, can
log in their time, and be re-
warded.

The summer reading program
is open to all Garwood children,
pre-kindergarten to eighth grade.
Parents and caregivers can log in
time spent reading to little ones
who do not yet read.

Other programs will be sched-
uled during the summer, both for
children and adults. For further
information, check the library’s
interactive calendar found on its
website, youseemore.com/
garwood.

Adults also can get into the act
of enjoying summer reading.
Each time they visit the library
and check out a book, their name
will be placed in a random draw-
ing bowl, with three prizes being
awarded at the end of the sum-
mer. Adults do not have to record
their times, just check out a book
and read.

In addition to weekly crafts on
Tuesday afternoons at 3 p.m.,
there will be movies for children
on Thursday afternoons at 2 p.m.

Registration is required for each
craft session, as it is limited to
20 children, beginning with those
entering third grade in Septem-
ber, through grade 5. If attend-
ing the movies, children age 8
and under must be accompa-
nied by an adult caregiver. If
bringing a snack or drink to the
movie, the drink must be in a
closeable container. There is no
registration required for the
movie sessions.

The Garwood Public Library
also is providing residents at-
tending Arthur L. Johnson High
School with books that are on
their required summer reading
list. The books on the high-school
reading list will be lent to
Garwood residents only, with
valid library cards. In order to
give all Garwood students a
chance to select their book, the
High School Summer Reading
books are lent for two weeks
only, with no renewals.

The toddler story time held on
Wednesday mornings at 10:30
a.m. will continue until the end
of June and then will break for
the summer, returning on
Wednesday, September 11.
Movies for adults have ended
and will resume on Friday, Sep-
tember 6.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, at the
back of the Lincoln School com-
plex. Weekly library hours will
not change during the summer
except for being closed on Satur-
days beginning June 22.

The library will be closed for
business on June 22; however,
the library will participate in
Garwood’s town-wide yard sale
on that date. Most items will be
priced at $1, with all proceeds
benefiting the library. The
library’s yard sale will be held
June 22 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Garwood Voters
Thanked for Turning

Out In Primary
The Garwood GOP would like to

thank those residents who came
out on Primary Election Day, June
4th, and cast their votes for our
candidates, incumbent council-
man Steven Blaufeder and
Michael Martin. Both Steve and
Mike were candidates who pos-
sess the qualities desired in coun-
cil members to include the ability
to serve the borough with integ-
rity, honesty and to work as a
part of a team.

We thank Councilman Blaufeder
and Mr. Martin for being willing to
step up as well as all the other
candidates who also competed on
all levels and wish them all good
luck in their future endeavors.

John Quattrocchi
Chairman, Garwood Republican

Committee

TALKING POLITICS… Union County and local Republican elected officials
gather at the Mountainside PAL Father’s Day Car & Bike Show. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Union County Freeholder
candidate Ira Geiger, Garwood GOP Chairman John Quattrocchi, and state
Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield).

CRANFORD – The Cranford His-
torical Society will hold a
Fundraiser Garage Sale this Sat-
urday, June 22, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Crane-Phillips House
Museum, located at 124 North
Union Avenue, Cranford. The His-
torical Society has requested no
“early birds.”

This fundraiser will benefit the
purchase of a miniature barn in
memory of Donald Widdows, a
member and former trustee of
the Society. The miniature barn
will be placed at the Crane-Phillips
House Museum, just as it was in
the 1870s, for all visitors and
annual third-grade school tours
to see. For more information
about the garage sale, call (908)
447-6994.

The Cranford Historical Soci-
ety preserves and perpetuates
the history of Cranford. Anyone
interested in membership in the
Society is asked to visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com
for a membership form or to call
the Historical Society office at
(908) 276-0082 to have a mem-

Historical Society Sets Garage Sale Saturday
bership form sent in the mail.

Probitas Verus Honos


