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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake Van Dam’s and Jack
Jarosz’s effective performances
on the mound, along with key
hitting and base running paved
the way for the Cranford 11s to
silence the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Gray, 9-2, in North Jer-
sey All-Star Baseball League ac-
tion at Memorial Field in Cranford
on July 11.

Van Dam, who pitched the first
three innings, allowed both runs
on three hits in the first inning
but shut the Raider Gray down

for the next two innings. Van
Dam finished with three
strikeouts, while walking one.
Jarosz yielded just two singles,
while striking out four and per-
mitting zero walks.

“Jake threw the first three in-
nings. Jack threw the next three
innings. We love them. We trust
them both. They always come
through for us,” Cougar Head
Coach Rich Wischusen said.

The Raiders were quite aware
they were up against a very solid
team, since the Cougars just re-
cently won the Cal Ripken Dis-

trict 12 Tournament. The Gray
did have several fine individual
performances. Gus Barco was
very solid behind the plate and
was very effective at the plate,
going 2-for-2 with a run scored.
Leadoff hitter Matt DeGado
singled, scored a run, walked
and finished with three stolen
bases. Mike Urbano, who ripped
an RBI single in the first inning,
also had what would have been
another single in the fourth, but
the right fielder managed to fire
the ball to second to get a force
play. Colin Fitzgerald singled and
swiped a base. Danny Decker
added an RBI.

“Cranford is an excellent team.
Our kids gave it a good battle.
They have been fighting hard

week-in and week-out. We got
some really good performances
from a lot of our kids tonight. We
had some kids hit the ball well
tonight. We try to stress every-
thing, defense, of-
fense, any particu-
lar unit that we can
work on we will try
to improve. It’s a
learning season,
but we keep get-
ting better,”
Raider Assistant
Coach Rich Baylor
said.

The Cougars to-
taled 10 hits, and
the biggest “bang”
came off the bat
of Connor Katz,
who blasted a two-
run home run in

the top of the first inning —
Cranford was designated as the
away team. In his two plate ap-
pearances, Evan Kanterman

VAN DAM, JAROSZ PITCH GEM; KATZ WHACKS HOMER; BARCO 2 HITS, DeGADO 3 SBs, HIT

Cranford Silences SPF Gray in N.J. All-Star League, 9-2
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chopped an RBI single and drilled
a two-run single. Mike Murphy
went 2-for-2 with a walk and a
run scored, and swiped two
bases. Chris Guiditta singled,
walked and scored twice. Jeremy
Ruka (RBI), Jarosz and Will
Robinson each singled and scored
once, while Austin Williams

singled. Pat Williams scored once,
and Max Wischusen drilled a hard
liner that was hauled in at
centerfield.

“We tell them at the beginning
of the year that we want them to
try to get better every single
game. They are an absolute plea-
sure to coach, because they try

hard and every game they im-
prove,” Cougar Head Coach Rich
Wischusen said.

It was also evident that when
the Cougars got on, they were a
terror on the base paths.

“We understand as the teams
get better, the difference be-
tween the good teams and the
bad teams narrows. So we work
on the base paths, and the kids
try hard in practices and during
the game,” Coach Wischusen
said.

The Cougars scored two runs in
the first on Katz’s shot over the
right-centerfield fence, but the
Raiders knotted the score in the
bottom of the inning. DeGado
sizzled a leadoff single, stole sec-
ond and third and scored on
Decker’s groundout to second.
Barco bashed a single off the
leftfield fence, advanced to sec-
ond on a wild pitch and scored on
Urbano’s single to right.

In the second, Guiditta singled
and scored on Kanterman’s single
over second, then three more
Cougars scored in the third with
the help of three singles and a
throwing error. The Cranford

fourth inning was particularly in-
teresting. With Robinson on third
and Guiditta on second,
Kanterman punched a two-run
single to center and eventually
advanced to third on a wild pitch.
At that time, Nick Black stepped
to the plate and laid down a
perfect suicide squeeze as
Kanterman sped home.

“Nick Black laid down a perfect
suicide squeeze. We practice that.
We know sometimes in a big
situation, we are going to need
it, and he comes through every
time for us,” Coach Wischusen
said.
Cranford 213 300 9
SPF Gray 200 000 2
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Numerous free passes put the
Westfield Silver 11-year-old
baseball team in the position to
roll to an 18-6 victory in four
innings over the South Orange
Cougars in New Providence Green
League action at Gumbert 2 Field
in Westfield on July 10.

The 8-1 Silver amassed 13 walks
to go with their 10-hit attack. All
11 players contributed, at least a
hit, an RBI or a run scored. John
Tilyou scored in all four of his
plate appearances, going 2-for-
2 with three RBI and a pair of
walks, while stealing two bases.
Danny Kohler ripped a pair of RBI
singles and scored once. David
Criscuolo went 2-for-2 with a
walk, an RBI and a run scored.

Kevin Tierney, who had an RBI
single, scored in all three of his

plate appearances, as did Ray
Hurtt, who walked twice and
swiped two bases. Ryan Smith
singled and had three RBI, Jack
Musho had two RBI and scored
twice, and John McDonald had a
single and two RBI. Jack Love
singled, stole a base and scored
once. Jack Cobuzzi walked twice,
scored twice and added an RBI.
Justin Chambliss walked twice,
stole a base, scored once and
added an RBI.

“My focus is definitely to have a
lot of fun, for the kids to get
better and for the kids to love the
game of baseball. We try to give
them as many opportunities as
we can to play many different
positions. We change every in-
ning, catchers, two, three, four
pitchers every game. I consider
it my responsibility to pass these
kids up to the higher lever, and

hopefully, to the high school for
some of these kids,” Westfield

Silver Head Coach Steve
Criscuolo said.

Silver pitchers Tierney and Love
limited the Cougars to six hits,
and Ryan Sourborn had the only
extra base hit of the game with a
two-run double. Luke Spera
singled, scored once and had an
RBI. Drew Sinclair went 1-for-1
with a run scored and a stolen
base. Patrick Merrigan walked
twice and scored twice. Tyler
Barragan singled, while Alex
Gorodensky and Conor Howland
each walked and scored once.
Coulton Brackett was robbed of
an extra base hit when Hurtt
made a running grab of his shot
in centerfield. Ethan Messeri
swiped a pair of bases.

South Orange took a 2-0 lead
in the top of the first inning when
Merrigan walked and Spera
singled and both scored on a
throwing error. Westfield quickly

TILYOU (3 RBI), KOHLER, CRISCUOLO CRACK TWO HITS EACH, SMITH 3 RBI, TIERNEY 3 RUNS

WF Silver Tops So. Orange in New Prov. Green League

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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answered with two. Musho and
Tilyou walked and Chambliss beat
out the throw after a call of “strike
three”. Smith and McDonald drew
back-to-back RBI free passes.

The Silver plated six runs in the
second to grab an 8-2 lead, and
it all began with Hurtt beating
out the throw on another call of

“strike three”. Four more walks,
a score on a passed ball and
Musho’s RBI groundout set the
stage for Kohler to tap an RBI
single and Smith to rap a two-
run single.

The Cougars scored two runs in
the third but were prevented from
adding to their number when

Musho made a fine grab of a pop
fly at first and Barrigan was
gunned down attempting to steal
second.

Home base got “Silver” plated
seven times in the bottom of the
third, highlighted by Tilyou’s two-
run single, three bases-loaded
walks and RBI singles from
Tierney and McDonald.

With Gorodensky and Howland
on base, Sourborn drilled his two-
run double in the fourth to make
the score, 15-6. After Criscuolo
and Tilyou poked RBI singles in
the bottom of the inning, Kohler
added the finishing touch with
and RBI infield single.

“We’ve worked hard on defense.
We talk strategy all the time and
we teach fundamentals of the
swing. We take 10 swings every
kid every single game. Some
kids are a little tentative. I think
they need the freedom to make a
mistake to go up there and just
swing. I tell them often, ‘just go
up there and give a good swing.
I want to see a good swing on the
ball.’ Some kids, it really helps
them,” Coach Criscuolo said.

“We have been playing really

well as a team. It shows in their
performances, making the plays
and our pitchers hitting the spots.
Today it fell apart. That’s how
fragile it is. We had 13 walks and
five errors. We had a couple of
guys swing the bat, but it wasn’t
enough to overcome. We are in
the mix of playing 12 games in
11 days. Tomorrow, we have to

have a short memory, be on the
field and play baseball. This is a
great group of kids. We have fun
playing together. It’s tough with
a day like today, but we will be
back tomorrow. It’s all part of a
learning experience,” Cougar
Head Coach Ted Brackett said.
South Orange 202 2 6
Westfield Silver 267 3 18
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Playoff possibilities were on the
line and the Westfield 12U girls
softball team remained in the
hunt with a four-run fifth inning
and an insurance run in the sixth
to spring past Springfield, 11-9,
at the Westfield High School Field
on July 15.

“Today was a tough day. It was
a good team. It was back-and-
forth a couple of times, and we
toughed it out. We got a couple of
key hits in a couple of key spots,”
Westfield Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

Westfield totaled 12 hits and
key hits came off the bat of Julia
Romano, who looped a two-run
single in the first inning, an RBI
single in the third and an RBI
groundout in the fifth. Leadoff
batter Maddie Parrish rapped a

key RBI single in the second and
another RBI single in the fifth,
while scoring once. Lucy Ritter
went 2-for-3 with an RBI and two
runs scored. Tessa Verga singled
and had two RBI, and Molly Sheil
singled and scored twice.

Pitcher Bridget Hyland had an
RBI double and scored once.
Emma Rogers, Muriel Maloney
(RBI) and Ally Borg each singled
and scored once. Natalie
Patterson and Lauren Sullivan
both scored once.

“We are doing a lot of things so
much better than we were at the
beginning of the season. The one
thing that we are really trying to
stress with them is not being
hesitant, not being hesitant at
all. We want them to feel confi-

dent in whatever play they make,
even if they make a mistake. We

want them to be aggressive. We
want them to be tougher,” Coach

MacDonald said.
The Blue Devil girls had very

little hesitancy on the base paths
and combined for 12 stolen bases
to go with numerous advance-
ments on passed balls and wild
pitches. Borg and Sheil each had
three stolen bases, while Romano
and Parrish added two apiece.

“We want to make sure we
were going on any passed ball,
not even a passed ball but any-
thing in the dirt that the catcher
has to struggle to block. We are
trying to make all those plays
automatic, and I think we are
doing a good job of that,” Coach
MacDonald said.

The Springfield girls totaled
eight hits and had additional run-
ners on base with eight walks
and a hit batter. Leadoff hitter
Emma Taylor was also aggres-

ROMANO RAPS 2 SINGLES, 4 RBI; PARRISH, RITTER 2 HITS EACH; HYLAND RBI DOUBLE

WF 12U Softball Girls Spring Past Springfield Girls, 11-9

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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sive with two singles, two runs
scored, two stolen bases and an
RBI. Sayre Brandstatter thumped
an RBI triple, scored twice and
added an RBI walk. Meg Brady
had two singles and two RBI.
Angelina Cacioppo had two RBI

and scored once.
Westfield took a 2-0 lead in the

bottom of the first when Romano
plopped her two-run single over
third base, then in the second
extended the lead to 5-0 on
Hyland’s RBI double to center,

Maloney’s RBI groundout and
Parrish’s RBI single to left.

Springfield’s Kristina Boettcher
and Rachel Valle began the third
inning with back-to-back walks
and both managed to score.
Westfield answered with a run
when Sheil singled, swiped a
pair of bases and scored on
Romano’s RBI single that
dropped between the shortstop
and leftfielder.

In the fourth, Springfield tight-
ened the score to 6-4 when Elena
Matorazzo singled and scored on
Brandstatter’s triple and Brady
followed with an RBI groundout.
Springfield then grabbed an 8-6
lead with four runs on two hits
and three walks in the fifth.

Borg drew a leadoff walk in the
bottom of the inning, stole sec-
ond, sped to third on a wild pitch
and scored on Parrish’s single to
left. After Patterson walked, Ritter
ripped an RBI single to left.
Romano rolled an RBI groundout
to short and Verga lined an RBI

single to center to put Westfield
back on top, 10-8.

Westfield added an insurance
run in the sixth when Borg hopped
an RBI single by third to score
Maloney. Springfield scored its

final run in the seventh when
Taylor, who walked, scored on
Cacioppo’s grounder to second.
Springfield 002 240 1 9
Westfield 231 041 x 11

Probitas Verus Honos
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing 4-3, the Westfield Sil-
ver 10-year-old baseball team
put its hitting shoes on and
erupted for 14 runs in the bottom
of the fourth inning to defeat the
Branchburg Bulldogs, 17-4, in
New Providence Green League
action at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on July 9.

Westfield Silver totaled 10 hits
and accumulated 11 free passes,
and every player on the team
made an offensive contribution.
Jack Barsa had a huge outing,
going 3-for-3 with a three-run
triple, an RBI single and a double,
while scoring twice. Will Ohlig
drilled a base-loaded, three-run
double and added an RBI
groundout, while scoring once.
John Thorburn went 2-for-2 with
a walk and an RBI, while scoring

three times.
Silver leadoff batter Robert

McIntyre smacked a two-run
double and scored once. Jackson

Jordan and Liam Tucker (RBI)
both walked twice and scored
twice. Holden Grantz had an RBI
single, walked and scored twice.
AJ Bertsch singled and scored,
Jadon Edwards (2 RBI),
Drew Pink and Russell
Kobrin all scored once,
and Enzo Miserek singled
once.

Pitchers Thorburn and
Pink limited the Bulldogs
to four hits, while allow-
ing three walks and a hit
batter. Nick Chabrak
thumped a triple in his
two plate appearances.
Collin Smith and Collin
Albanese each ripped an
RBI single. Joe DePinto
went 1-for-1 with a walk
and scored a run. Zack
Repetto poked a single
and Gianna DePinto

walked, was hit-by-a-pitch and
scored once. Joe Girvan added
an RBI. Kyle LaSebella walked
and stole a base.

BARSA 4 RBI, TRIPLE, DBL, 1B; OHLIG 4 RBI; THORBURN 3 RUNS, 2 HITS, McINTYRE 2-RUN DBL

WF Silver Baseball 10s Stop Branchburg Bulldogs, 17-4

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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At the 10-year-old level, grasp
of the fundamentals of the game
and focus is very important.

“Anytime you are coaching kids
where they are nine, 10 or 11-
year old, you try to stress the
fundamentals of the game. You
want them to enjoy the game
first and foremost, play the game

the right way, mentally and physi-
cally, get in the right position to
field the ball and throw the ball,
so when they are older, they can
play more competitively. My goal
is that they want to come back
next year and play and invite
their friends to come an play
too,” Bulldog Head Coach Chris

Repetto said.
After a score-

less first inning,
the Bulldogs
scored all four
of their runs in
the top of the
second. Joe
DePinto drew a
leadoff walk
and Gianna
DePinto took a
fastball to the
leg. Smith
sizzled an RBI
single past first
and Albanese
hopped and
RBI single that
got by the
leftfielder, al-
lowing Smith to
score. Girvan

brought Albanese home with an
RBI groundout.

Westfield answered with three
runs. Barsa hacked an RBI single,
Edwards walked with the bases
loaded and Ohlig rolled an RBI
groundout.

After a silent third inning by
both teams, and a silent fourth
by the Bulldogs, it was the Silver,
who did the barking loudly in the
bottom of the inning, beginning
with Jordan’s leadoff walk. Nine
hits later, which included Barsa’s
double and three-run triple,
Ohlig’s three-run double and
McIntyre’s two-run double, the
game ended via 12-run rule.

“Today, we kind of started of
slowly. We had a couple of errors
early, but we fought back. We
kept going. Finally in the fourth,
we had the big rally. Jack Barsa
had a couple of big hits for us in
that last inning. It was fun! We
kept it interesting. We played
this team yesterday, and run-
ruled them. My concern coming
in was that the kids would be
taking this lightly. We have to
realize that we have to come to
play every day. They are actually

a really good team, but we got
rallies going,” Westfield Silver
Head Coach Blake Tucker said.

“Baseball, any sport teaches
the kids about life, teamwork,
how to win, how to lose, how to
overcome adversity, so sports
are great and I think the kids are

learning a lot this year. Hope-
fully, they can take the lessons
they learn from baseball and take
it into other parts of their life,”
Coach Repetto said.
Branchburg 040    0 4
Westfield Silver 030 (14) 17
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CHARLTON CRACKS WINNING RBI IN BOTTOM OF 8TH, PINDILLI, KANE, MURRAY SINGLE

Westfield 12s Plate Run in 8th, Edge New Providence, 4-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Weathering the heat, Michael
Charlton rapped a two-out single
to leftfield to bring home Alex
Park’s courtesy runner Gavin
Tanji in the bottom of the eighth
inning to give the Westfield 12s a
4-3 victory over New Providence
in New Providence Green League
action at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on July 14.

After Westfield scored three
runs without a hit in the bottom
of the first inning, New Provi-
dence Pioneer pitchers Ben Cary
and CJ Olson held the Blue Devils
hitless until the sixth inning when
Matt Pindilli punched a single to
centerfield. In all, the Pioneers
yielded four walks and a hit bat-
ter in the first inning then al-
lowed only one more walk for the
remainder of the game.

“They pitched really well. They
were around the plate. Throw

strikes! We got guys in the field
to make plays. In an extra-in- ning game, the home team has

that great benefit where they
don’t have to protect the lead,
and they got that one extra hit
today,” Pioneer Head Coach Al
Iannacone said.

Blue Devil starting pitcher An-
thony Iacopone, and relievers
Noah Levy and Gavin Tanji spread
out six walks and four singles,
while combining for five
strikeouts. In his three innings,
Iacopone allowed one run on one
hit and three walks, while fan-
ning three. Levy pitched the
fourth and fifth innings and al-
lowed a run, a hit and two walks.
Tanji tossed the final three in-
nings and permitted a run, two
hits and a walk, while fanning
two Pioneers.

Westfield Co-Head Coaches
Tom Malley and Coach Evan Fried-
man, both former four-year base-

ball players at the high school
have been working hard to get
their team ready.

“We were looking at them and
thought, ‘what are we going to
do?’ We were concerned, but
they worked hard. They come
out every day and play hard.
They made a lot of progress all
around. Everything we’ve worked
on, it came out and showed to-
day,” Coach Malley said.

“We make sure we work with
them on pitching. We were em-
phasizing strikes today. They came
out there and threw strikes. They
made them hit ground balls. We
were missing a few key players
and they still played excellent ball.
They should be proud of them-
selves,” Coach Friedman said.

The Pioneers scored the first
run of the game in the top of the

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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first inning. Leadoff hitter Matt
Marchesano, who went 2-for-3
with two runs scored, reached
first and on an error. Jimmy
Alagna singled. Both stole a base,
Anthony Iannacone drew a walk
then Matt Bernardo (1-for-2, run
scored, 2 RBI) lofted and RBI
sacrifice fly to leftfield.

Charlton drew a leadoff walk in
the Westfield first, stole second

and came around to score on a
pair of wild pitches. Pindilli and
Iacoponi, respectively, followed
with free passes and Nicky Murray
was hit-by-a-pitch to load the
bases. Levy drew an RBI free
pass and Michael Kane’s looper
into right field that resulted in a
force out at second brought home
Iacoponi with the third run. The
Pioneers avoided further damage

when shortstop Iannacone initi-
ated a second-to-first double play.

The Pioneers added another
double play in the second. This
time, Iannacone fired to first
baseman Matt Bernardo for the
first out then Bernardo alertly
rifled a shot to the third baseman
to nab the runner.

Bernardo led off the fourth with
an infield single, stole second and
scored on Mason Hartweger’s
groundout to short to tighten the
score to 3-2. Pioneer centerfielder
Brian Cavanaugh made a fine catch
in the bottom of the inning to
prevent any Westfield runs, then
in the fifth, Westfield pulled off a
third (Murray)-to-first (Iacoponi)-
to third double play. Iacoponi also
made another fine stretch to get
another putout in the inning.

New Providence knotted the
score in the sixth when
Marchesano singled and eventu-
ally scored on Bernardo’s
grounder to short. Westfield got
singles from Murray and Kane in
the seventh but failed to score.
Pioneer Cary walked and
Marchesano singled in the eighth,
but both failed to score.

In the Westfield eighth, Alex

Park drew a walk then his cour-
tesy runner, Tanji, advanced to
second on a bungled pickoff at-
tempt and sped to third on a
passed ball. After Nathan Gotz
struck out for the second out,
Charlton slashed the game-win-
ning single to left.

As with several of the Westfield
teams this season, the Pioneers
also just returned from a marvel-
ous trip to Cooperstown, N.Y.

“When you live in a barracks
with 16 guys total, it tends to get
a little gamey after a while. All
week, I stressed we are going to
be clean. As we checked out,
they came in, checked it out and
said it evens smells clean. The
kids had a really good time play-
ing up there, said a smiling Coach
Iannacone.
New Providence 100 101 00 3
Westfield 300 000 01 4
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By JULIA QUELLER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee has decided
not to go forward with the forma-
tion of a charter study commis-
sion to examine new forms of
government.

After a public hearing at
Tuesday’s committee meeting
that lasted over an hour, with
many residents voicing their opin-
ions and committee members
debating among themselves, the
committee rescinded an ordi-
nance that provided voters with
a referendum to establish the
charter study.

The result was a 3-2 vote, with
Mayor Thomas Hannen in the
majority. During the public hear-
ing portion of the meeting, resi-
dents presented mixed senti-
ments.

Mary O’Connor of Elm Street,
who is running for the township
committee, said she believes
Cranford residents should have
the right to vote yes or no to
forming the commission.

“The November 5th vote is not
about changing our form of gov-
ernment. It’s to gage whether
our residents want to pursue it or
put it to rest,” Ms. O’Connor said.
“How could we ask people to vote
for us, but deny them a vote on
such an important issue?”

Rita Labrutto, of Arlington Road,
also noted residents’ ability to
exercise their vote, citing recent
elections in which they have dem-
onstrated their opinion.

However, Ms. Labrutto said, “I
believe if you’re going to put
something on the ballot as im-
portant as changing our govern-
ment that you really need to
invest, unfortunately, money to
also educate the public as to
exactly what they’re voting on.”

This is not the first time an
evaluation of Cranford’s form of
government has been proposed.
It has been reviewed multiple
times, with a similar study being

conducted in 2008 that yielded
no changes.

Ed Force of Benjamin Street,
who served as mayor for three
years, said, “I find it confusing
why we’re here again.”

Mr. Force continued, “Yes, we
have problems, but that’s what
this township committee is all
about. Changing the form of gov-
ernment I don’t think is the cure….
We have enough on our plate.
Why we need to get into a change
in government I don’t under-
stand for the life of me.”

Instead, Mr. Force suggested a
committee to review administra-
tive code and recommended
spending money to solve real
problems.

Another former mayor, Rich-
ard Salway of Makatom Drive,
raised a different concern.

Mr. Salway noted that one can
volunteer to be mayor for a year
while maintaining one’s primary
job. However, if a new form of
government allowed for a mayor
to remain in office for four years,
Mr. Salway worried that many
worthy candidates for mayor
would not run because it would
be too difficult to devote one’s
time and energy to two major
positions over a four-year pe-
riod. Further, according to Mr.
Salway, having a mayor in office
for that long would stifle growth,
change and direction.

In their comments, many of the
residents spoke of their satisfac-
tion with the current township
committee, citing its efficiency
and successes, and specifically
noted the benefits of newly added
administrator Joseph Hartnett.

This provided rationale for resi-
dents who wished to maintain
the current system of govern-
ment.

“I’m going to express the opin-
ion of the typical resident who,
like all of those people here, are
interested in good management
and good government,” said
Frank Krause of Pittsfield Street.

Cranford Community Rescinds Public Vote on Charter Study
“In essence, I think you’re all
doing very well, and we would
like you to continue with the
same format.”

However, after the public hear-
ing closed, in expressing her sup-
port for the study, Commissioner
Lisa Adubato said, “I just want to
hear if there is a better way and
I can’t for the life of me under-
stand why that is so repugnant to
some people.”

Ms. Adubato then refuted a
resident’s comment that implied
the commission would cost
$100,000, saying she would be
surprised if it were more than
$10,000 in cost.

“I believe that our current form
of government costs us. It leads
to an inefficient spending of
money,” Ms. Adubato said. “I
think whatever [the commission]
costs will be money well spent. It
will not be anywhere near the
cost of what we lose in our cur-
rent government.”

While Ms. Adubato said the ro-
bust debate in Tuesday’s meet-
ing is evidence for why the issue
needs to be put on the ballot,
Commissioner Kevin Campbell
also tallied residents’ e-mails and
in-person messages to determine
that only 50 to 60 people are
invested in the issue, which he
said is too small a number in a
town of 20,000 to legitimize the
claim that there is public de-
mand for the study.

Mr. Campbell said he was not in
support of the commission be-
cause it did not have community
support.

“This is about Cranford’s iden-
tity,” Mr. Campbell said. “What
makes Cranford special is our
tightknit community. Our town-
ship committee is one of the
reasons we have that.”

Commissioner Andis Kalnins
said, “I don’t think the township
committee forms the towns. It’s
the schools, the people, the com-
munity organizations. And we
just help facilitate that.”

In his support of the public
voting to decide whether to form
the commission, Mr. Kalnins said
he believes Cranford’s govern-
ment can be more efficient, which
could be attained by more con-
sistency and continuity.

He added that one cannot know
if there is community support
without a vote and that there is a

general lack of knowledge about
the form of government, so if
nothing else, the education would
help.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
expressed his regret that the
township committee has spent
so much time on this issue and
said it was too soon for him to be
supportive of this type of initia-
tive.

In his closing remarks, Mayor
Hannen thanked everyone who
shared their opinions, especially
those who had served the town
previously.

“I still am of the opinion that at
this particular time, while we still
have our particular issues… there
are things that we can do in the
administrative code that would
strengthen our ability to solve
those problems without having
to go through the whole election
process of the charter study,”
Mayor Hannen said.

Woman Who Ran Home
Aid Bus. Charged With Fraud

CRANFORD – A woman who ran
a Cranford-based home health
aid agency was charged last week
by the state Attorney General’s
office seven counts of second-
degree health care claims fraud
and one count of third-degree
Medicaid fraud.

Laurie Provost, 53, of Sea Girt,
is the owner/operator of Home
Care Solutions, located on Com-
merce Drive in Cranford. Home
Care Solutions (HCS) sends home
health aides to the homes of
Medicaid beneficiaries to provide
them with appropriate care. The
agency also contracts with skilled
medical professionals to provide
specialized services to patients
who require care.

“Defrauding the Medicaid pro-
gram is a very serious crime that
puts an unfair burden on honest

taxpayers and takes money out
of a system meant to help those
who are most vulnerable,” Act-
ing Attorney General John J.
Hoffman said. “The Office of the
Insurance Fraud Prosecutor will
continue to be vigilant in pros-
ecuting these high priority cases.”

The charges focus on alleged
fraudulent billings by HCS from
2011 to the present. Provost,
through HCS, allegedly submit-
ted numerous fraudulent claims
to Medicaid and/or one of the
managed care organizations that
provide services to Medicaid ben-
eficiaries and processes provider
claims and payments on behalf
of the Medicaid program. It is
alleged that Provost knowingly
submitted requests for payment

Summer Science
Cranford resident Ryan Stull,

a physics/computer science
major at Saint Joseph’s Uni-
versity, will work for 11 weeks
with Piotr Habdas, Ph.D. on
their topic, “Fluid dynamics of
colloidal suspensions.”

Students produce a descrip-
tion of their research that will
be published by the university.
They receive a stipend and on-
campus housing.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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STAYING FIT...Republican Union County Freeholder candidate Ira Geiger
poses with Sharon Sutera of Sharon Fit Belly Dance & Group Fitness Studio
along with her students and Kenilworth Resident Diana Ramirez at the Cranford
Car Show on July 11.

COAH Is In Chaos; Westfield,
Cranford, All Towns Suffer

In the midst of a Gubernatorial Election
year, municipalities statewide need direction
from the Governor and the Legislature as to
how to proceed with meeting low- to moder-
ate-income housing regulations following last
week’s New Jersey Supreme Court’s decision
overruling Governor Chris Christie’s attempt
to abolish the state’s Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) and transferring its powers
to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA).

COAH has been in limbo for the past two
years while the case was before the courts.
The Governor had transferred COAH’s author-
ity to the DCA through an administrative order
in 2011.

The New Jersey League of Municipalities said
in a letter dated July 3, prior to the court
ruling, that towns remained “at risk of being
penalized for failing to comply with regula-
tions that were never adopted” by COAH.

“Additionally, with COAH’s ‘3rd round’ regu-
lations invalidated by the courts in a separate
action and that appeal pending before the
State Supreme Court, municipalities were
also without a viable plan in place detailing
what obligations the state would impose,” the
League stated.

As part of the court’s Mount Laurel decision,
all municipalities in the state have to provide
fair housing plans for those with low to mod-
erate incomes. Towns that have not had their
plans approved by COAH in the past have
exposed themselves to builder remedy law-
suits. Both Westfield and Cranford have faced
thousands of dollars in legal fees and were
forced to approve developments they did not
want in their communities after builders filed
builder remedy lawsuits. Only a portion of
these developments will actually be dedicated
to persons with low-to-moderate incomes. In
our opinion, developers have used the Mount
Laurel decision to get higher density housing
approved at the peril of local residents who
face increased traffic, a shortage of class-
rooms, not to mention a drain on emergency
services such as EMS, fire and police.

Westfield was sued in January 2009 by
Sunnyside Senior Housing of Westfield, which
was seeking to build 60 housing units on
Springfield Avenue, after Sunnyside alleged
that it had been “rebuffed” by Westfield in its
efforts to get the project approved. The town
recently settled the lawsuit for 24 housing
units.

Meanwhile, Cranford has been the subject of
builder remedy lawsuits filed by builders for
plans to build developments on Birchwood
Avenue and South Avenue. The township
settled with the previous developer for a five-
acre property at 555 South Avenue, where
163 rental units are to be built, and is still
fighting plans by another builder for 360 units
on Birchwood.

In our opinion, the only ones who are win-
ning in these lawsuits are the developers and
the lawyers. The courts are maintaining the
chaos.

Despite the Supreme Court’s ruling, COAH’s
future remains in limbo, as both Governor
Christie and the Legislature want to eliminate
the agency; they just disagree on how this
should be accomplished. The Governor wanted
to accomplish this feat administratively, while
Democratic lawmakers, who hold the major-
ity in the Assembly and Senate, want to do
this through legislation to be signed by the
Governor.

According to published reports, $140 million
remains in a trust fund for affordable housing
after the Christie administration’s effort to
transfer funds to the state budget was halted
by an Appellate Court ruling in May. The
League of Municipalities filed litigation a year
ago in an effort to prevent Governor Christie
from taking the trust fund money.

Now it is time for the Governor and lawmak-
ers to put politics aside and create a housing
policy in this state that clearly follows the
letter of the law on low to moderate housing
requirements and who will administer this
policy and what their authority will be.

Very little good has come from this program.

for services that were not pro-
vided, including billing for ser-
vices purportedly provided to
Medicaid beneficiaries by home
health care aides while the ben-
eficiaries were hospitalized or on
vacation, according to an Attor-
ney General press release.

Detectives with the Office of
the Insurance Fraud Prosecutor
executed a search warrants at
HCS as well as Provost’s resi-
dence in Sea Girt and her 2009
Porsche Cayenne.

According to the press release,
second-degree crimes carry a
maximum sentence of 10 years
in state prison and a criminal fine
of up to $150,000, while third-
degree crimes carry a maximum
sentence of five years in state
prison and fine of up to $15,000.
The charges will be presented to
a state grand jury for potential
indictment.

Garwood Cooling
Centers Set

Excessive heat is expected to
continue through the end of the
week reaching into the triple dig-
its. I have instructed that “The
People’s House,” the council
chamber at Borough Hall, re-
main open for residents as a
cooling center for as long as nec-
essary for any residents in need
of a place to cool off.

Areas of several Union County
municipalities were without
power yesterday (Monday) and
today, to include a few streets in
the borough for about a half hour
this afternoon. Residents are
asked to check on elderly and
inform neighbors periodically
over the course of the heat wave
as there may be periodic out-
ages.

Pat Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

Letter to the EditorWoman Charged
With Fraud


