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l'ennemi du journaliste

SPF RAIDERS WILKINSON, KOSEOGLU, BLUE DEVILS DeROSA, HEFNER HAMMER HOMERS

SPF Blue 12s Nip WF White in Central Jersey League, 7-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fireworks continued the day
after American Independence
Day (the Fourth of July), but this
time it was at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Blue 12-year-old base-
ball team and the Westfield White
resorted to the use of the long
ball in a 7-6 Raider win.

Both teams combined to whack
four home runs and three
doubles, but the real stopper
was the strong pitching by both
teams, especially in the second

half of the game. With the score,
6-5, in favor of the Raiders,
Charlie Fugett relieved with no
outs in the third and shut down
the Blue Devils for the next two
and two-thirds innings with his
deceptive off-speed pitches,
yielding only one hit and an un-
earned run. Fireballer Dan
Wilkinson relieved, and after a
Blue Devil reached first on a
throwing error, struck out the
next batter to end the inning
then struck out the side in the
sixth to preserve the victory.

“That was exactly what we

wanted to do. We wanted to get
a lot of new guys in to pitch and
slow the ball down a little bit. We
have 14 games coming up, so
basically we are trying to get kids
two innings apiece and it worked
out in our favor. We had Danny
Wilkinson, our fireballer, left and
he came in and shut it down. It
was a nice one-run ball game.
It’s always nice to have the child-
hood rivalry of Scotch Plains/
Westfield,” Raider Head Coach
Andrew Mulvey said.

The Raiders totaled 10 hits, but
the big boomers came off the
bats of Wilkinson and John

Koseoglu in back-to-back fash-
ion that ignited a five-run third
inning. Wilkinson, who also
doubled, launched a two-run
homer over the right field fence,
and Koseoglu, who also had an
RBI single, hammered his solo
blast over the centerfield fence.
John Kaminskas had a pair of
singles and scored twice. Josh
Canavan (4 stolen bases, RBI)
and Nick Merkel each singled and
scored once. Fugett singled and
walked twice, and Miles Owens
singled. Angelo DiNizo had two
RBI and Ted Giandana scored
once.

“I have been waiting for Danny
and John. I have them back to
back, so it was nice to see them
get a back-to-back combo there.
The bats are getting hot. We
were struggling, but today we
were hitting and it was fireworks

on both sides,” Coach Mulvey
said.

Westfield White received some
influence from Tom DeRosa, who
smacked a two-run homer, and
Nathan Hefner, who cracked a
solo blast. Andrew Caminiti
tapped an RBI single and doubled
in his two at-bats, and Jake
Saltzer doubled and scored once.
Ethan Wolf, Jack Cushing and
Matt Leone each scored a run.

“I am surprised we had any
‘metal’. These kids have been up
in Cooperstown all week in a
tournament. They had their bats
going up there. I guess that’s
where the home run balls came
in, but Scotch Plains played a
really good game. They threw
some really good pitchers. That
combination of the off-speed and

Probitas Verus Honos
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the man who threw fast, threw
us off a little bit,” Westfield White
Head Coach Steve Root said.

Westfield White’s trip to
Cooperstown was quite an expe-
rience.

“It was unbelievable! We were
able to make it to the round of 32

in the playoffs out of 104 teams.
These kids were hitting home
runs left and right. We were just
having a blast,” Coach Root said.

The Raiders scored once in the
top of the first when Canavan,
who singled, stole two bases and
scored on Koseoglu’s hopping

single past third. Westfield an-
swered with three runs. Cushing
walked, stole two bases and trot-
ted home with the help of
DeRosa’s two-run blast. Leone
was hit-by-a-pitch, stole second,
dashed to third on a throwing
error and scored on Caminiti’s
infield single.

Saltzer doubled and scored in
the second to extend Westfield
White’s lead to 4-1, but the Raid-
ers exploded for five runs on five
hits, including the back-to-back
homers to take a 6-4 lead. Hefner
hit his solo homer to lead off the
third, then Fugett relieved and
received plenty of support from
centerfielder Merkel and, espe-
cially, from leftfielder Giandana,
who made a run-saving snag in
the fifth inning. Canavan, at
shortstop, was consistent
throughout the game.

“Teddy and Nick Merkel cover
some great ground out there. I
am confident having those two
guys out there, because any-
thing hit on that side of the field,
you know those two guys are
going to get it. Josh, our short-
stop, can shut them down. We

are getting better every day,”
Coach Mulvey said.

The Raiders scored their sev-
enth run in the fifth inning when
DiNizo pulled off a suicide bunt to
bring home Kaminskas. Westfield
manufactured its sixth run in the
bottom of the fifth when Wolf
scored on a wild pitch.

“We made some errors that we
weren’t making. Scotch Plains
came to play. They had a couple
of huge hits and they made plays
in the field, and that’s what usu-
ally wins it,” Coach Root said.
SPF Blue 105 010 7
Westfield White 311 010 6
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MELAO THUMPS 2-RUN 3B; KORNFELD WINNING RBI; HO, CLANCY, GANNAWAY 2 HITS EACH

Westfield 10s Edge Long Hill in ‘4th of July’ Thriller, 6-5
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Independence Day at Gumbert
3 Field in Westfield featured a
spirited showdown between two
talented 10-year-old baseball
teams, the visiting Long Hill 10s
and the Westfield 10s. Trailing 5-
2, the Little Blue Devils scored
three runs in the bottom of the
fifth inning then Jeremy Kornfeld
chopped the winning RBI single
in the sixth to give Westfield a 6-
5 victory.

Both teams demonstrated their
finely tuned, across-the-board
skills with a number of key de-
fensive plays, strong pitching and
key hitting. Trevor Bokach,
Charlie Everhard, Hunter
Skerlanitz and Christian
Gonzalez, respectively, per-
formed the mound duties for Long
Hill, while Chris Rizzi, Kornfeld

and Chris Ho, respectively,
pitched effectively for Westfield.

Long Hill totaled eight hits and
Gonzalez had two of them with

an RBI single and a double, while
scoring once. Everhard walked,
doubled and scored once. Matt
Stanton had an RBI single and

scored once. Ryan Doherty and
Jake Noerr each singled and
scored a run, while Skerlanitz
(walked once) and Matt Ravalli
each tapped RBI singles. Sam
DeMizio and Zach Medina each
walked once.

Westfield totaled 12 hits and
the most influential one came
with Matt Melao’s two-run triple
in the fifth inning. Ho and Kornfeld
each went 2-for-2 with an RBI.
Tom Clancy and Ian Gannaway
each went 2-for-2 with a run
scored. Liam Henderson doubled
and scored once. Patrick Bass
had an RBI single, Jake
Bencivegno singled, walked and
scored once, and Luke Engelke
walked and scored once, while
Ryan Pettit walked and added an
RBI.

Defensively, Long Hill’s Neorr
made a fine snare of a difficult fly

ball in centerfield, then later at
third base, he grabbed a hard
grounder and fired to first for the
putout. Several Long Hill infield-
ers made tough plays seem rou-
tine.

Westfield turned two double
plays, the first coming when right
fielder Clancy caught a fly ball
and gunned down the runner,
who tagged up at third and at-
tempted to score, and the sec-
ond when Kornfeld, from his
pitcher’s position, dove to corral
a short popup and fired to first to
catch the runner off base. Colin
Brancatella made some good
plays, Clancy made a diving, run-
saving grab of a liner at third
base in the fifth inning, and
Engelke made a fine unassisted
scoop of a hot chopper at first
base in the sixth inning.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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“Tommy Clancy had a play at
third base. He also had a throw
out from right field. Chris Rizzi,
Jeremy Kornfeld and Chris Ho
pitched great against a good hit-
ting team. I was very happy with
our sound defense. Kornfeld has
been great all year. He is iron out
there. He made a great defen-
sive play and had the game-
winning hit,” Westfield Head
Coach Gil Engelke said.

“It was a great game! Westfield
is a good team. They had a great
comeback at the end and came
through. We are having a great
season so far for Long Hill, a
small town. The 10-year-olds
played hard and we will see them
a couple of more times,” Long
Hill Head Coach Matt Bokach said.

Long Hill threatened first when
Skerlanitz and Everhard began
the top of the second inning with
free passes, but Rizzi got the
next batter to ground out, struck
out the second and got the third
one to pop up to short. Westfield
did, however, answer with a run
when Engelke walked,
Bencivegno singled and Ho drilled
an RBI single to left.

Noerr led off the Long Hill third
with a nifty bunt single then later
scored on Gonzalez’s looping
single over first. Westfield took a
2-1 lead in the bottom of the
inning. With Gannaway, who
singled, on third and Melao and
Bass on second and first, respec-
tively, Pettit drew a walk to bring
Gannaway home.

Everhard ignited some Long Hill

fireworks with a leadoff double in
the fourth. Doherty followed with
an infield single then stole sec-
ond. Stanton plopped an RBI
single just over second then ad-
vanced to second on a wild pitch.
Ravalli hobbled an infield RBI
single then Stanton, who had
advanced to third, alertly found
the opportunity to scoot home
under the radar to make the

score, 4-2. Kornfeld’s catch that
he converted to a double play
ended further threats.

“Matt Stanton is one of our
better base runners. He knew to
take advantage of it. In games
like this, you have to manufac-
ture runs, and he did a good job
of manufacturing runs,” Coach
Brokach said.

Long Hill extended its lead to 5-

2 in the fifth when Gonzalez
doubled and scored on
Skerlanitz’s single, but the Blue
Devils came loaded with their
own fireworks in the bottom of
the inning. Henderson doubled
to left, Gannaway singled past
third then Melao banged his two-
run triple over the centerfielder’s
head. Bass tied the score with an
RBI single over third.

“Matt Melao had a triple. We
really needed that. It gave us the
ability to come back and win the
game,” Coach Engelke said.

In the sixth, Ho struck out the
first two Long Hillers then Engelke
smothered a chopper and tagged
first for the third out. In the
bottom of the sixth, Bencivegna
walked, Ho singled and Kornfeld
hopped his game-winning RBI
single over second.

“Long Hill was the number one
team so far in our season. We’ve
been playing great. Everything
came together. Our pitching and
hitting, the boys fought hard and
came back,” Coach Engelke said.
Long Hill 001 310 5
Westfield 011 031 6
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COUSTAN RAPS KEY 2-RUN SINGLE; ECHAUSSE 2 HITS, 2 RUNS; VARANO 2 HITS, RUN, RBI

WF Blue 11s Plate 4 in Fifth to Beat New Providence, 8-5
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Victor Coustan bounced a two-
run single to spark a four-run
fifth inning that pushed the
Westfield Blue 11s past New
Providence, 8-5, in North Jersey
All-Star baseball action at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on
July 7.

Westfield struggled early with
some defensive miscues, while
the Little Pioneers had a few
mental lapses on relays in the
second and fifth innings. New
Providence did take advantage
of the Blue Devils’ miscues to
plate three runs in the top of the
first inning. Richie Wawzycki
reached first on an error and

Danny McCarron (2-for-2)
doubled to right field. Both run-
ners scored when Mason Villa’s
fly ball to right field was dropped
then John Grill lofted an RBI
double to center.

“We got off to a little bit of a
slow start today. I always tell the
kids that the other team only
gets three outs an inning. Unfor-
tunately in the first inning, we
gave them about five or six outs,
and they pushed a bunch of runs
across. I give our guys credit.
They battled back. They kept
their heads in the game. They
could have hung them,” Westfield
Head Coach Noah Ament said.

Andrew Echausse got Westfield
on the board in the bottom of the
first when he slashed a single to
right, stole second, moved to
third on a passed ball and scored
on Ethan Ament’s RBI sacrifice

fly to right. Echausse finished 2-
for-3 with two runs scored.

Westfield scored three runs on
three hits in the second to grab a

4-3 lead with the help of a pair of
walks and some misdirected re-
lays. Jack Riley drilled a one-out
double. Leo Loffredo looped an
RBI single over first base, dashed
to second on the throw home and
advanced to third on a passed
ball. Christian Pansini and Henry
Meiselman both walked to load
the bases. After a force out at
home, Pansini scored on a throw-
ing error then Danny Varano (2-
for-2) slapped an RBI single to
right.

New Providence tied the score
in the third. Stanton Leuthner
punched a single to right, stole
second and scored on McCarron’s
single over first. In the fourth,
Pioneer Ryan Sherman lined a
one-out single, stole second and
sped to third on a failed pickoff
attempt. Chris Kubas walked,

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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which prompted Coach Ament to
bring Tim Alliegro in to relieve
starting pitcher Pansini. After an
RBI sac fly by Brian Smith and a
walk to Owen Kovas (1-for-1),
Alliegro became very stingy and
shutout the Pioneers the rest of

the way.
“Our pitching was fantastic. We

threw strikes, hardly had any
walks. Our defense buckled down
when it mattered. You come out,
you throw strikes, you play de-
fense, you get on base, you have

a good chance to win every
game,” Coach Ament said.

Trailing, 5-4, in the fifth
Westfield got its bats working
beginning with Varano, who beat
out an infield single. Echausse
chopped a single to left then
Coustan came through with his
two-run single to left. Ament
reached safely on a fielder’s
choice. Alliegro singled, but after
another misdirected throw,
Coustan and Ament scored to
make the score, 8-5. Will Kessler
added a single in the inning.

“We knew these guys are a
good team. We just got to cut
back on some of those mistakes,
letting three or four runs in that
big inning, and it’s a different ball
game. We are coming along well.
We are hitting well. The field is
good. The pitching is good. A few
extra throws here and there and
getting those runners back to
where they should be to limit
those runs, we will be in better
shape,” Pioneer Head Coach Mike
Sherman said.

“Big hit! Full count. He
[Coustan] battled back, got to a

full count then he drove one into
leftfield with two guys on base.
You can’t get much bigger than
that,” Coach Ament said.

Aliegro, who fanned two Pio-

neers in the fifth inning, struck
out three of the four batters he
faced in the final inning.
New Providence 301 100 5
Westfield Blue 130 04x 8
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McINTYRE, CATANZARO, CROWLEY TOSS 3-HITTER; RILEY RBI DBL, RBI 1B; CARLONE RBI DBL

WF Blue 12s Top Union, 7-2, in Central Jersey Baseball
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Matt McIntyre
and relievers MJ Catanzaro and
Matt Crowley combined to toss a
three-hitter, and the offense cre-
ated some lightning, especially
in the second and third innings,
to guide the Westfield Blue 12s
to a 7-2 victory over Union in
Central Jersey Baseball League
action at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on July 6.

After yielding two runs on two
hits in the first inning, the
Westfield pitching trio shutout
the Union Little Farmers the re-
mainder of the way. Catanzaro,
who relieved McIntyre with two
outs in the third inning, allowed

only one hit in the fourth and a
walk in the fifth. Crowley took to

the mound in the sixth and got
the first batter to fly out to

centerfield and the next two to
ground out to third.

“We came out ready to play.
We had timely hits, great de-
fense, great pitching. The first
inning today, we struggled with
some errors. We didn’t come out
too sharp. After that, the guys
did a great job,” Westfield Blue
Head Coach Chris Flynn said.

The Westfield Blue had just re-
turned from an exciting four days
at Cooperstown, N.Y., competing
against teams from many states.

“Lot of baseball! Nine games in
four days. The boys played hard.
They ran into some tough teams.
On the last day that we were
there, we had to play three
games. If we won that third
game, we would have played
the other Westfield team. It was
a fun trip. It was fun to see all
those teams from other states,”

Coach Flynn said.
The Blue totaled nine hits

against Union. Charlie Riley had
an RBI double and an RBI single
and scored once in his three at-
bats. Mike Carlone drilled an RBI
double, singled and scored once.
Aiden Gilman ripped an RBI
double, scored once and was hit-
by-a-pitch. Brendan Cox had an
RBI single and scored, Jack
DiFilippo doubled and scored, and
McIntyre singled and scored.
Sean Flynn walked twice and
scored once. Jack Sandstedt
singled and walked, and Adam
Holtzman walked.

RJ Jones led off the Union first
inning with a free pass, stole sec-
ond and Brandon Bedlivy laid down
a bunt single. Jared Alvarez tapped
an infield single and, later, an
error at first resulted in two runs.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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Westfield scored a run in the
bottom of the inning. McIntyre
hacked a single past first, stole
second and scored on Carlone’s
double to right field. In the sec-

ond, Westfield added three more
runs. Flynn walked and stole sec-
ond. Gilman lined an RBI double
to center and Cox followed with
an RBI single. After a series of

balks, Cox scored.
Union threatened in the third

when Jones, Bedlivy and Alvarez
all walked with two outs.
Catanzaro relieved and struck
out the next batter. Westfield
banged out two more runs in the
third to seize a 6-2 lead. Carlone
singled and stole second. Riley
drilled an RBI double to
centerfield. Gilman was hit on
the elbow then Riley later scored
on a muffed pickoff attempt.

Westfield Blue’s seventh run
came in the fifth inning when
DiFilippo doubled off the
centerfield fence and scored on
Riley’s single to center.

“We have some new faces on
the team from last year. We are
still kind of learning our way
through. So far, we like the ef-
fort. We think we can do a lot
better. We just need to become
more focused and play hard.
That’s all we ask for. Win or lose
it doesn’t matter, as long as you
play a good game and you hustle

in and out. I can’t complain too
much. We are 8-4. It could be
worse, but it could be better.
There is always room for im-
provement. It’s not how you start,

it’s how you finish,” Union Head
Coach Julian Alvarez said.
Union 200 000 2
Westfield Blue 132 01x 7

Westfield Blue 12s Stop Union Farmers, 7-2, in Central Jersey Baseball League Action
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) officials said last week
that construction for a new, $14-
million student-services building
on the Cranford campus will be-
gin in May of 2014 and take 12 to
18 months to complete.

In a presentation before the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders on June 27, Dr. Maris
Lown, UCC vice-president of aca-
demic affairs, said the new build-
ing, “will provide much needed
services and replace part of our
oldest structure.”

The new structure will be con-
structed between the campus’
main building, Nomahegan Hall,
and MacKay Library. The two-
story structure will include stu-
dent support services as well as
classrooms and administrative
offices.

Nick Netta of Netta Architects
said the new 30,000-square-foot
student services building addi-
tion will be attached to the east-
ern edge of the Nomahegan Build-
ing. The addition will include an-
other 8,000 square feet of reno-
vated space inside the existing
Nomahegan Building.

He said the addition will be
“tucked in” on the former site of
the campus “Peace Garden” be-
tween the Nomahegan Building
and the MacKay Library. The
Peace Garden will be relocated.

“The addition will have minimal
visual impact on any of the sur-
rounding areas,” he said.

The first floor of the building
will house the student services
center, administration offices, a
testing center, meeting rooms
for one-on-one sessions between
counselors and students, and a
payment center.

Dr. Lown said the student ser-
vices center would include stu-
dent counseling and advising,

financial aid, admissions and reg-
istration, veterans’ services, the
college bursar, and student re-
cruitment offices.

Mr. Netta said student services
currently are scattered around
the campus and that these ser-
vices will be located within the
new structure.

The second floor will house
classrooms, mathematics office
space and the office of the math-
ematics department chairman,
Mr. Netta said. In total, the floor
will have eight computer labs,
four classrooms and one multi-
purpose classroom.

Mr. Netta said a lot of brick and
glass would be utilized in the
design of the building to blend in
with the campus, specifically the
MacKay Library. He said the
project would create a campus
quad.

Dr. Lown said while UCC is “at
an all-time high” in enrollment,
the college does not anticipate
any dramatic enrollment in-
creases, as high-school popula-
tions are declining nationwide.
She said the college, the oldest
two-year community college in
New Jersey, serves 13,000 credit
students and 20,000 non-credit
students, many of who are first-
generation college students who
would not otherwise have this
opportunity.

She said additional classrooms
are necessary in order for in-
structors to be able to be more
creative in their lesson plans,
thus increasing student engage-
ment resulting in higher gradua-
tion rates. Mr. Netta said some
20 mathematics professors cur-
rently are working in a 400-
square-foot area that is inad-
equate for student learning.

“We don’t have enough class-
rooms. This building will miti-
gate but not correct our shortage
of classrooms. We are woefully

Garwood Council Debates
Property Reassessment
By MEGAN K. SCOTT

SpeciallyWritten for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council announced on Tues-
day it would investigate privatiz-
ing garbage pickup and conduct-
ing a borough-wide property re-

assessment – two issues that
sparked an array of responses.

During Tuesday’s work session,
Councilman Bill Nierstedt pro-
posed a study into whether a
private firm could collect gar-
bage cheaper than the borough’s
Department of Public Works
(DPW). He said he has asked the
superintendent to prepare a cost-
analysis of the municipality’s gar-
bage collection. The DPW col-
lects garbage four days a week –
two days on each side of town.

Mr. Nierstedt said that the bor-
ough would still collect taxes and
pay for garbage pickup, similar
to the recycling program, which
is contracted out. “If we can get
a lower cost for the privatization,
that would then free up DPW
workers to do other work in town
that needs to be done. I think
that’s something we should pur-
sue,” he said.

inadequate in terms of 21st-cen-
tury classrooms that will accom-
modate 21st-century pedagogy.
The building is going to help enor-
mously with the teaching and
learning function,” Dr. Lown said.
“This project is good for stu-
dents, it’s good for the commu-
nity and it is good for the county,”
she added.

In addition to the new building,
one of two entrances/exits to a
parking lot on the side of the
campus adjacent to a residential
neighborhood is to be closed,
with a landscaped buffer added
to screen the campus from nearby
homes.

UCC also has campuses in
Scotch Plains, Elizabeth and
Plainfield. UCC recently opened
its new $48-million, 132,000-
square-foot building in Elizabeth,
which is the new home of Trinitas
School of Nursing and the Indus-
try Business Institute. Both the
Cranford and Elizabeth campuses
are being funded through bonds
floated by the Union County Im-
provement Authority.

UCC to Begin Construction
On New Addition Next Spring

Deutscher Club to Host Authentic
German Biergarten July 18

CLARK - The Deutscher Club
will host an authentic German
Biergarten on Friday, July, 12,
from 5:30 to 10 p.m. at the
Deutscher Club of Clark, 787
Featherbed Lane, Clark.

The event is open to the
public and will be held rain or
shine. Admission is $2 per
person.

The vent will feature a
Mercedes Car Show, live mu-

sic and German and American
food and beverages will be
available.

No outside food or bever-
ages permitted. No bicycles,
skates, skateboards, scooters
or glass containers permit-
ted. No pets allowed at any
time.

For information call (732)
574-8600 of visit
www.deutscherclub.us.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAKE YOUR MARK...Participants dart across the starting line in Nomahegan
Park in Cranford on July 4 at the 34th annual Cranford Jaycees’ Firecracker 4
Miler hosted by Investors Bank. The event also featured a raffle and prizes were
awarded during post-race festivities.
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Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud suggested Mr. Nierstedt
find out what other towns in Union
County are paying for private
pickup before putting out a re-
quest for bids. According to Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu, more than
half of the towns in Union County
use private haulers.

Council President Sara Todisco
endorsed the idea but cautioned
against a privatization trend that
could eliminate the DPW. She
also expressed concern that if
the borough loses the manpower
to pick up its own trash it could
get locked into a private hauler’s
price increases.

In other news, Mr. Mathieu re-
iterated his proposal for a bor-
ough-wide property reassess-
ment, which he said has not been
done in more than 30 years. “In
a nutshell, if we’re going to have
property tax as the basis for
funding Garwood’s municipality,
then we have to have an agree-
ment that those taxes will be
based on value that is somewhat
rationally related to market
value,” he said.

He pointed out that he pur-
chased a home for $383,000 that
is assessed at $82,500, and an-
other home for $335,000 that is
assessed at $106,000. “It’s com-

pletely out of whack, and that’s
just not fair,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu said the matter
could curb redevelopment since
new businesses may be unwilling
to pay disproportionately higher
taxes based on current rates while
older properties continue to be
assessed at values from 30 years
ago. He felt this created a situa-
tion where new businesses would
be forced to pay more than their
share of taxes to shield long-
time residents from steep in-
creases.

Ms. Todisco said she spoke to
Tax Assessor Annmarie Switzer,
who recommended against a re-

assessment because of the length
of time that has lapsed since the
last one was done. Regular reas-
sessments generally occur every
five years. A full evaluation would
require an inspection of every
property and cost at least
$200,000, or $50,000 per year
over four years, she said.

The new assessment, Ms.
Todisco said, explaining Ms.
Switzer’s argument, was unlikely
to dramatically change an
individual’s relative tax pay-
ments.

Ms. Todisco said she has heard
of cases in other towns where
businesses left to avoid dispro-
portionate taxation, resulting in
steep hikes for homeowners. But
Ms. Switzer does not see that
happening in Garwood because
businesses do not play that kind
of role, she said.

“Two-hundred-thousand dol-
lars, $50,000 a year, you’re look-
ing at on the average home as-
sessed at $100,000, your taxes
are going up $25 thereabouts at
least.

“So homes assessed at more
would obviously go up more just
to pay for something that may in
the end tell you, ‘Sorry, your
taxes are staying the same,
maybe dropping just a little bit
lower or going up,’” she said.

When asked by Mr. Mathieu
when the borough should do a
reassessment, Ms. Todisco said
Ms. Switzer suggested when the
other municipalities in the county
do one, which drew laughter from
the dais and the audience. “She
also feels that by going first, we
would be paying more in county
taxes,” she said.

At the suggestion of Council-
woman Ann Palmer, Ms. Todisco
said she would invite Ms. Switzer
to a council meeting to address
council members’ concerns.

Mr. Mathieu said it comes down
to “morality and fairness. If we

are not taxing people equally
based on their property values,
we are not being fair, and it is
immoral.”

RIT Announces
Dean’s List

ROCHESTER, NY — The follow-
ing local residents made the
Dean’s List for Spring 2013 quar-
ter at Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology:

Zachary Bebel of Westfield, is a
second-year student in the game
design and development program
in RIT’s B. Thomas Golisano Col-
lege of Computing and Informa-
tion Sciences.

Amanda Berlinski of
Mountainside, is a second-year
student in the professional pho-
tographic illustration program in
RIT’s College of Imaging Arts
and Sciences.

Daniel Cunningham of Cranford,
is a fifth-year student in the soft-
ware engineering program in
RIT’s B. Thomas Golisano Col-
lege of Computing and Informa-
tion Sciences.

Kaitlin Hipkin of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the com-
puter science program in RIT’s B.
Thomas Golisano College of Com-
puting and Information Sciences.

Jeffrey Kaiser of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the ap-
plied networking and system ad-
ministration program in RIT’s B.
Thomas Golisano College of Com-
puting and Information Sciences.

Thane Vollbrecht of Cranford, is
a second-year student in the me-
chanical engineering program in
RIT’s Kate Gleason College of En-
gineering.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WATER BREAK...The Cranford Canoe Club’s annual Fourth of July canoe race drew a large crowd of participants who
were eager to get in the water in order to beat the heat.

*** Garwood Borough Council Debates Property Reassessment ***


