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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Roselle Park (RP) produced
three individual champions and
climbed to the top rung to claim
the team title at the Union County
Wrestling Tournament (UCT) in
Union on January 19. The Pan-
thers finished with a 172.5 total
to end the Brearley Bear’s UCT
winning streak at seven.

The Bears (B) claimed three
individual champions and finished
second with 149.5 points.
Westfield (W) took third at 139.5
and had one individual champ.
Cranford placed fourth at 119,
Governor Livingston (G) with
three individual champs took fifth
at 114.5 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP) finished sixth at
99 and claimed one individual
champ.

The New Providence (N) Pio-
neers sent four into the finals
and finished seventh at 97. A.L.
Johnson (J) claimed two champs,
had the UC Coach of the Year
(Rick Ortega) and finished eighth
at 90. Rahway (R) took ninth at
87, followed by Elizabeth (E) at
73, Union (U) at 65, Linden (L) at
53, Plainfield (P) at 50 and the
Summit (S) Hilltoppers, who
claimed one champ, at 47.

Blue Devil Brian Bulger ex-
tended his record to 20-0 when
he put on a takedown clinic to
defeat Bear Jeff Velez, 10-3, for
the 182-lb title. Just three days
earlier, Bulger defeated Velez,

8-4, in a dual meet.
“I felt he knew I was coming

more. He knew what to expect,
so it was a little harder than
Wednesday when I wrestled him.
I think your feet is the most
important position. If you can
take someone down, and you

can get off bottom, you can win,”
Bulger said.

Just the day before in a dual
meet at Governor Livingston,
Bulger bumped up to the 195-lb
class and defeated Shane
Haddad, 5-2. Just after Bulger’s
title bout, Haddad won the UCT

title at 195-lbs.
“I asked my coach to bump me

up. I wanted a good match. I was

confident that I could beat him,
and I did,” Bulger said.

Blue Devil Nick Arnold recorded
a 5-2 decision over Saverio
Salfcas then advanced to the 195-
lb finals with a 3:59 fall over
Cougar Rob Kessler, who earlier
pinned Andrew Lameria (J) in 31

seconds. Kessler finished third
with a 1:49 fall over Evaristo
Diaz (E).

“I was able to get my pancake
on him in the first period. Then
after that, I was on top and turned

him even more and I was lucky
enough to get the pin at the
end,” explained Arnold, who
added, “It’s great to get in the
finals, go out there and try to
help us get number one.”

Arnold faced Haddad in the fi-
nals and fell victim to a cradle in
5:29.

Raider heavyweight Anthony
Tufaro took care of business with
a 4:32 fall over Kyle Brookens
(P) in the semifinals.

“I have been working in prac-
tice to take quicker moves. I had
to be quicker, so I went in for my
shot. Once I got his leg, he wasn’t
getting away from me. I decided
I was going to work the bar arm.
I was cranking it, cranking it. He
wasn’t doing much, so I took him
to his back,” Tufaro explained.

In his previous bout, Tufaro
had to play it cagy in a 2-1
victory over Blue Devil Kyle Kania,
who has been deadly with his
Japanese whizzer.

“I knew he was going to hit it on
me. He hit it the past three times
that we wrestled, so I have been
practicing how to know when it’s
coming. When he hit it, I pulled
my hip into him. He landed on his
knees. I took control,” Tufaro
said.

In the title bout, Tufaro had his
own takedown clinic, which in-
cluded a slick snap down and a
shin pick to go with some double-
leg takedowns, against Kris Lewis
(U) to grab a 12-4, majority de-
cision for his 93rd career win.

“My coach has been yelling at
me all week in the room that I
had to start getting takedowns. I
was taking down my coach in
practice, and I never hit them in
a real match. He was extremely
upset with me, so I had to please
him. I have a lot better mat
sense. I wrestled during football.

TUFARO WINS HWT, BULGER WINS 182-LBS; C. BARBER, ARNOLD, MURRAY, WEISS TAKE 2ND

Blue Devils 3rd, Cougars 4th, SPF 6th at UCT Mat Tourney

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENTANGLED IN A WILD TITLE BOUT…Cranford Cougar Gavin Murray, top, attempts to wiggle around Highlander
Ryan Hoy in the 132-lb championship bout. Hoy hung on to win a 9-8 thriller.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Sometimes, I stay after in prac-
tice and wrestle more to get the

feel of the mat. It’s my senior
year. I got to go out with a bang.

Hopefully, I get down to AC and
make a bigger impact than I did

last year,” Tufaro said.
Blue Devil Colin Barber

recorded a 3:40 pin over
Brandon Paris (U) then
edged Justin Becker (R),
3-1, to reach the 160-lb
finals to have another
showdown with Bear John
Balboni, ranked third in
the state. Balboni won,
6-1, and was named Out-
standing Wrestler (upper
weights). Cougar Jimmy
Dwyer placed fourth.

Cougar Gavin Murray,
after recording a pin in
2:53, had a battle with
Raider Brian Lapham in
the 132-lb semis but pre-
vailed, 5-4. But an even
bigger battle came in his
title bout with Ryan Hoy
(G) who got an early lead
with a five-point Peterson
roll. Murray battled back,
but Hoy held on to win,

9-8. He also won the OW (lower
weights).

“He went for it. I couldn’t de-
fend it and that was the match. I
had to play catch up, but I didn’t
have enough time. I definitely
got to be a little more cautious on
top. I was a little sloppy. Next
time, I will know better. I will see
him at regions. Hopefully, I will
get my payback,” Murray said.

In the other 132-lb semi, Blue
Devil Matt Barber, who had just
defeated Hoy, 7-2, the night be-
fore in a dual meet, got stuck in
a 4:20 fall. Barber recovered to
defeat Lapham, 3-1, in overtime
for third place.

Cougar Jeff Weiss, after re-
cording a 1:03 fall over Blue
Devil Cotter Spurlock, pulled a
quick reversal and caught Ed
Olenick (J) in 3:25 in a battle of
hardnosed football players to

advance to the 220-lb finals.
“He’s very strong. He kept try-

ing to go to a half, while I was
standing up, so I knew if stood up
and backed out, he would slide
off. He slipped. He started to go
down, and I tossed him over,”
Weiss explained.

Weiss faced another hardnosed
football player in AJ Iarussi (S)
for the title. Iarussi used a
hammerlock and a boxed arm
bar to pin Weiss in 2:24.

Blue Devil Nick Velez recorded
a 5-0 decision over Bob Vail (RP)
to advance to the 138-lb semis
where he recorded a pair of
takedowns to grab a 4-1 lead
over John Coler (J), but Coler
answered to earn a 6-4 decision
then won the title with a 9-5 win
over Dan Kourakas (N). Velez
took third with a 4:26 fall over
Joe Lugas (P).

Cougar Niko Cappello defeated
Raider Dein Rice, 4-1, for third at
145-lbs. Earlier Rice defeated

Blue Devils Finish Third, Cougars Place Fourth, Raiders Take Sixth at UCT Wrestling

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
Probitas Verus Honos

220-lbs – Cougar Jeff Weiss

Johnson Crusader Ed Olenick

182-lbs – Blue Devil Brian Bulger

Bear Jeff Velez

195-lbs – Blue Devil Nick Arnold

Cougar Rob Kessler
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Blue Devil Nick Rotondo, 5-2.
Rotondo recorded a 1:32 pin to
place fifth. Panther Pete Hilburn
won the 145-lb title with a 3-0
decision over Dan Smith (N).

Cougar Corey Markovich placed
third at 170-lbs with a 4-0 win
over Joe Ciarocca (N). Raider
Matt Ridge took fifth with a 1:26
fall over Dan Syzdek (U). Joey
Balboni (B) won the title with a
22-7, 4:33 tech fall over Phil
Woods (RP).

Blue Devil Nick Kalimtzis placed
fourth at 106-lbs. Hugo Parraga
(RP) won the title with a 7-6
decision over Tyler Gazaway (N).
Cougar Corey Birch placed fourth
at 152-lbs and Raider Dom Pigna
placed fifth. Brian Matthews (RP)
won the title with a 3:55 fall over
Jonniel Bazan (E).

Raider JT Beirne defeated Blue
Devil John Fuller, 4-2, in over-
time for fifth at 113-lbs. Nick
DeMarco (B) won the title with a

3:43 fall over Carmine Boccellari
(N). Jon Mele (G) won the 120-lb
crown with a 12-0, majority de-
cision over Nick Tekula (L).
Charlie Hudak pinned Isaac
Valentin (R) in 4:25 for the 126-
lb crown.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
138: — Coler (J) d Kourakas (N), 9-5
145: — Hilburn (RP) d Smith (N), 3-0
152: — Matthews (RP) p Bazan (E), 3:55
160: — Balboni (B) d Barber (W), 6-1
170: — Balboni (B) tf Woods (RP), 22-7,
4:33
182: — Bulger (W) d Velez, 10-3
195: — Haddad (G) p Arnold (W), 5:29
220: — Iarussi (S) p Weiss (C), 2:24
Hwt: — Tufaro (SP) md Lewis (U), 12-4
106: — Parraga (RP) d Gazoway (N), 7-6
113: — DeMarco (B) p Boccellari (N)
3:43
120: — Mele (G) md Tekula (L), 12-0
126: — Hudak (J) p Valentin (R), 4:25
132: — Hoy (G) d Murray (C), 9-8

* UCT Wrestling – Continued *

Probitas Verus Honos

160-lbs – Blue Devil Colin Barber

Brearley Bear John Balboni
132-lbs – Raider Brian Lapham

Cougar Gavin Murray

160-lbs – Couger Jimmy Dwyer

RP Panther Steve Loevsky
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Blue Devils Finish Third, Cougars Place Fourth, Raiders Take Sixth at UCT Wrestling

138-lbs – Blue Devil Nick Velez

ALJ Crusader John Coler

132-lbs – Blue Devil Matt Barber

Highlander Ryan Hoy

145-lbs – Blue Devil Nick Rotondo

SPF Raider Dein Rice

106-lbs – Blue Devil Nick Kalimtzis

RP Panther Hugo Parraga
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jess McCoy had no let-
down after she sank her 1,000th
career point in a game against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) on
Friday, January 11, when she
bucketed 15 points, including the
final two points to lead the
Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team to a 35-33 victory
over Governor Livingston (GL) in
Cranford on January 17.

“Thursday, we had a game
against Union, so I was 24 points
away from 1,000. I realized how

close I was. I was conceding it
that I could actually get it. Then
Friday night, I was more relaxed,
because it was only 10 points. I
was proud I did get them,” McCoy
said a few days prior to the GL
game.

In her game against SPF, she
got her 1,000th point in dramatic
fashion when she banged a 3-
pointer at the buzzer to end the
first quarter.

“I knew at the end of the quar-
ter, we were down, and that
three was there. My threes were
on. I was 3-for-3 at that time. I
didn’t actually know that it was
my 1,000th point, but I felt good
about the shot, so I took it. It
went in and the quarter ended. I

felt really good,” McCoy said.
Drama played out again against

the 10-3 Highlanders. With 1:10
remaining and the score knot-
ted, 33-33, McCoy went to the
line and sank both free throws.
With 21 seconds left, she added
a steal and was fouled, but missed
the free throw. Then with :01.3
left, she blocked a Highlander
shot to seal the victory.

McCoy finished the game with
five steals, seven rebounds, a
tipped pass that led to a steal
and two blocked shots. Forward
Kaitlin McGovern scored 11
points, including 5-for-6 from the
line, and added three rebounds
and a blocked shot. Jenna Goeller
had four points, three assists
and two rebounds. Kerry
Wischusen had two points, three
steals, three rebounds and a
blocked shot. Carly Maucione
had three points, two blocks, a
tip and two rebounds.

Seniors Mallory George, Erin
Ferguson and point guard Alyssa
Cranston were the girls, whom
the Cougars had to guard closely
throughout the game. George
netted 14 points, and Cranston
sank six. Ferguson scored eight
points, and Patrice Tomasso
rolled in a lay-up and banged a
3-pointer in the third quarter.

Both teams were very cau-
tious in the first half, and the
Highlanders clung to a 14-13
lead at the intermission. The
Cougars’ defense made sure
that the Highlander shooters
got very little looks from the
outside.

“I think we had more compo-
sure defensively than we have
had under that pressure. We
had a different strategy going
into this game,” McCoy said.

But the difference in the game
seemed to be the Cougars’ abil-
ity to sink their free throws,

McCOY SCORES 15 POINTS, GETS 5 STEALS, 7 REBOUNDS, 3 BLOCKS; McGOVERN 11 POINTS

Lady Cougars Creep Past GL Highlander Cagers, 35-33
hitting 9-for-11 in the second half,
while the Highlanders sank only
two of seven down the stretch.
The third quarter began with
McGovern hitting both of her free
throws and Goeller following with
three of four tosses. The 10-3
Cougars won the quarter, 14-13,
then added the first two points of
the fourth quarter when Goeller
assisted McGovern on a lay-up.
Within the next six minutes, GL
had their woes at the line.

“Normally we are not the stron-
gest foul shooters, but we really
pulled through, and we got into a
lot of foul trouble, but they
weren’t converting, so it worked
out,” McCoy said.

With her 1,000-point achieve-
ment behind her, McCoy’s name
will be added to the short list of
names included on the banner on

the gym wall.
“I always dreamed about it.

The first day I came to the high
school to practice with the team,
I looked right up at it. But it was
not at the forefront of my mind.
It wasn’t that I had to score. It
was that it would be nice to get.
I am going to get my points, but
winning was more important. It
was in the background but never
everything,” McCoy said.

Next on the list will be the
scramble for the Union County
Tournament title.

“Everything is really kind of
mixed. There is no definitive top
team, but I want to win counties,
and I want to win from here on
out. Hopefully, we will do that,”
McCoy said.
Gov. Livingston   9   5 13   6 33
Cranford   7   6 14   8 35

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG ON DEFENSE AND OFFENSE…Cougar Jess McCoy, facing, made
five steals, had seven rebounds, blocked two shots and tipped a pass that led to
a steal, as well as sinking 15 points in the 35-33 victory over the Highlanders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFENSE – NAME OF THE GAME…Cougar Jenna Goeller concentrates on her
defensive skills in the 35-33 victory over the Highlanders.

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

James Dwyer, Corey
Markovitch, Rob Kessler and Jeff
Weiss reaped maximum bonus
points in the heavier weights, as
the Cranford High School wres-
tling team toppled host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 42-25, on Janu-
ary 16.

“The county is pretty crazy right
now. Everybody is beating up on
everybody. We knew that we
matched up really well down low
and they matched up really well
with us on top. We figured, if my
kids weather the storm until we
get up to heavyweight, we should
be alright,” Raider Head Coach
TJ Gavor said.

The first bout of the evening at
160-lbs, however, was a pleas-
ant surprise for the Raiders. Trail-
ing 11-2 in the third period, Cory
Bell pulled off a snap-and-go spin
takedown then pancaked Matt
DiMartino opponent in 3:38.

“This is my first varsity match
so I had to do what I had to do
and push myself to the next level.
I was trying to Gable him the
whole time but couldn’t get him
off because he was strong, so I
had to snap his neck and did so
with a half, then turned him over
for the pin,” said Bell.

At 170-lbs., Dwyer’s speed and
agility led to a 6-2, decision over
Matt Ridge.

“I wrestle 160 but bumped up;
my opponent had some weight
on me, so I had to work around
that. I had to turn to my speed
more efficiently, and that is ex-
actly what my game plan was.
Did not want to muscle the kid,
tried to take shots more and it
worked out pretty well,” said
Dwyer.

At 182-lbs, Markovitch recorded
a 4:32 fall over Alex Mirabella
using a half nelson.

“I knew that I had to get team
points, so I worked my high
crotch, tilted him a few times and
pretty much worked for the six.
Finally, I got him with a low
single, on top, hit him with a tight
waist, chopped him to get some
backs and finally worked the half,”
said Markovitch.

At 195-lb. Kessler put Dan Van
Brunt to his back with a half
nelson to record a fall in 0:57.

“I wanted to be dominant,
wanted to push the pace and use
my high-crotch. I had a little bit

of a scramble when I went to my
back. He went on top of me but I
bounced back, worked a tight
waste and ankle and then worked
a half so he would go to his back,”
said Kessler.

Weiss pried Alex Peterson to
his back in 0:45 at 220-lbs. With
the team score, 6-21, the pres-
sure was on Raider Anthony
Tufaro in his heavyweight bout
with Jon ElKhoury. Tufaro
amassed an 8-0 lead in the first
period before securing a 9-1,
major decision.

BELL, MARKOVITCH, KESSLER, WEISS, JASMAR, BEIRNE, MURRAY PIN, CAPPELLO TOPS RICE

Cranford Cougars Emerge, Stop Raider Matmen, 42-25
“The first period, I believe I hit

an H2 for the takedown, three
point- five point move. I wanted
to break him physically and men-
tally whereby he did not want to
wrestle. I hit him as quickly as
possible and tried to stick him
there for six, but I ended up not
getting it. Second and third pe-
riod, I ran out of time and didn’t
get it done,” said Tufaro.

Jasmar Phillippe grounded Cou-
gar Chase Gunther to the mat in
0:36 at 106-lbs.

“The match was quick. I knew I

just hit a Gable like I wanted to;
got him down and pinned him and
that’s all that’s to it,” said Phillippe
who lifted his record to 7-1.

Raider JT Bierne dropped Nick
Scaramuzzi to his back in 0:34 at
113-lbs using a wrist and a half
to put the Raiders on top, 22-21.

“Our team desperately needed
six, so I went out looking for it. I
tried to use a throw, couldn’t hit
it so went for a takedown, and he
fell right into a half, so I got a
quick fall. Pretty basic though,”
said Bierne.

Raider Tom Cunningham scored
a takedown and a reversal to
defeat Dave Busch, 4-2, at 120-
lbs, but the Cougars roared back.
Andrew Tompkins shut down
Steve Carrion, 5-0, at 126-lbs
and David Ayala had no chal-
lenger at 132-lbs. Gavin Murray
pinned Jeff Liebrich in 1:33 and
at 138-lbs. Corey Birch used a
reversal to record a 2-0 victory
over Dom Natale. In the final
bout of the evening, 152-lb. Niko
Cappello performed a smooth
takedown in the first period and
a reversal in the third period to
earn a 4-0 decision.

“It came down to their studs at
38 and 45. Cranford is tough!
They’re definitely on a roll. We
got a couple of holes. As soon as
we get those closed up, we’ll be
back in business,” said Coach
Gavor.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: – Bell (S) p. DiMartino, 3:38
170: – Dwyer (C) d. Ridge, 6-2
182: – Markovitch (C) p. Mirabella, 4:32
195: – Kessler (C) p. Van Brunt, 0:57
220: – Weiss (C) p. Peterson, 0:45
Hwt: -Tufaro (S) md. Elkoury, 9-1
106: – Philippe (S) p. Gunther, 0:36
113: – Beirne (S) p. Scaramuzzi, :34
120: – Cunningham (S) d. Busch, 4-2
126: – Tompkins (C) d. Carrion, 5-0
132: – Ayala (C) won forfeit
138: – Murray (C) p Liebrich, 1:33
145: – Birch (C) d., Natale, 2-0
152: – Cappello (C) d. Rice, 4-0

Story on page 10

of The Westfield Leader

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENTANGLED IN A SNAKY BOUT…Cranford Cougar Corey Birch, left, and Raider Dom Natale try to figure out a way
to get control in their 145-lb bout. Birch squeezed out a 2-0 decision.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Tommy Trotter, a junior on the varsity basketball team, averaged 15 points
a game last week, including 14 points in a 52-47 victory over Governor Livingston on Saturday.

Cougar Cagers Conk
Lady Vikings, 55-27

Senior Jess McCoy bucketed 22
points and Jenna Goeller nailed
19 points, including four 3-point-
ers, as the 9-3 Cranford High
School girls basketball team
smothered the Union Catholic
Vikings, 55-27, in Cranford on
January 15.
Union Catholic   8   7   7   5 27
Cranford 15 13 14 12 55

Pat School Boys Beat
Cougar Cagers, 74-63
The No. 6 Patrick School got 26

points from Dan Knight to defeat
Cranford, 74-63, in Cranford on
January 15. Reggie Green put up
20 points and pulled down 12
rebounds, while Tommy Trotter
sank 14 points for the Cougars.
Patrick School 19 16 17 22 74
Cranford 17 16 12 18 63

at the Marriot Marquis. First prize
will be four tickets to a New York
Yankee game and second prize
will be New York Knicks tickets.

Tickets are available at The Rus-
tic Mill and Augusta Mae in
Cranford, and Vicki’s Diner in
Westfield. Donations to help Will
can be sent to “Friends of CHS
Hockey”, 111 James Avenue,
Cranford 07016 or
CranfordHShockey.org

The Cranford High School ice
hockey team will hold a “Unite for
Will Power” fundraiser to help
beat cancer in a face-off with the
Westfield Blue Devils at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle on Wednesday,
February 6, at 8:30 p.m.

Admission is $10 for adults and
$5 for students. A $10 per ticket
raffle will be held with the Grand
Prize being four tickets to a New
York Rangers game plus a night

Cranford Icemen vs Westfield in ‘Unite
For Will Power’ Cancer Fundraiser

Cougar Cagers Topple
GL Highlanders, 52-47
Point guard Tommy Trotter

banged in 14 points, including
three 3-pointers, and John
Oblachinski also nailed 14 points,
while Reggie Green rolled in 12
to lead the Cranford High School
boys basketball team past Gov-
ernor Livingston on January 19.
Union Catholic   8   7   7   5 27
Cranford 15 13 14 12 55

CranforCranforCranforCranforCranford Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacks

* Cranford Residents – See About Our Trial Subscriptions *

 

You may send Donations to help Will to 
“Friends of CHS Hockey” 

 

111 James Ave, Cranford, NJ   07016 

 
CranfordHShockey.org 

 

WILL Power! 
Unite for 

 
Raffle - $10 per ticket 
 
Grand Prize- 4 Tickets to New York 
Rangers and a night at Marriot Marquis
 
1st Prize- 4 New York Yankee tickets 
 
2nd Prize- New York Knicks tickets 
 
Tickets are available at the Rustic Mill 
and Augusta Mae in Cranford, and 
Vicki’s Diner in Westfield.  (Need not be 
present to win.) 

Help Will Beat Cancer
 Admission - $10 Adults 
                     $5 Students 

Ice Hockey Game
 
February 6, 8:30pm 
 
Warinanco Park 
 
Roselle, NJ 

 
 
More Raffles and Fun at the game!! 
 
Please come out and  
 
support a very special  
 
young man in his battle  
 
to defeat cancer 

 
 
  

Help Will
 
Beat Cancer 

 

Cranford     

       v. 

Westfield 
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Megan K. Scott for The Westfield Leader
LIFESAVER...John Todisco, left, uncle of Garwood Borough Council Presi-
dent Sara Todisco, receives a Mayor's Citation from Mayor Pat Quattrocchi for
his part in the rescue of a 16-year-old surfer on October 28 in rough seas off the
coast of Sea Bright.

the council against the complex,
responded: “Show me in the
ordinance.”

The debate was sparked dur-
ing the work session when resi-
dent Joe Garritano asked what
the exact cost would be to indi-
vidual taxpayers. He questioned
the varying figures of $25 to $65
per home assessed at $100,000.

Council President Sara Todisco,
who chairs the council’s finance
committee, has said that the
borough has secured almost $1
million in grants for the project.
She told Mr. Garritano that
homeowners will see a $25 in-
crease in their tax bill next year.
Because of interest on the bonds
to pay for the project, the actual
cost would be more like $65 per
property owner each year for a
total of $975.

The Athletic Field Complex has
been in discussion for more than

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members revisited the cost of
the Athletic Field Complex (AFC)
for the second meeting in a row
Tuesday, trading barbs after a
resident challenged officials on
their communication of the
project with residents.

Councilman Jim Mathieu ac-
cused Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
of having misquoted the price of
the $3.2-million project and re-
fusing to correct herself.

In an August 16, 2012 edition
of The Westfield Leader, she
wrote in a letter to the editor
that the price was $2.75 million.
Mayor Quattrocchi said that she
got the price from the borough’s
bond attorney. The complex was
approved in August and con-
struction has already begun.

Mr. Mathieu, the lone vote on
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a decade. It will replace the
Little League Park. Mayor
Quattrocchi told Mr. Garritano
that the issue had been dis-
cussed in open meetings.

In other business, the council
rejected a proposal from the
Laws and Licenses Committee
to waive the $400 fee for prop-
erty owners seeking a certifi-
cate of non-conformity. Some
residents have found themselves
vulnerable without the paper-
work, discovering their proper-
ties were never granted vari-
ances when changes were en-
acted.

The panel, comprised of Com-
mittee Chairwoman Ann Palmer,
Ms. Todisco and Councilman Vic-

tor DeFilippo, had suggested
abolishing the fee, but Mr.
Mathieu, backed by Councilman
William Nierstedt and Council-
man Louis Petruzzelli, disagreed.
The council appeared to be
unanimous in lowering the fee,
but the three dissenters received
a tie-breaking vote from Mayor
Quattrocchi to send the issue
back to committee.

Mr. Mathieu criticized Garwood
for a 4.3-percent increase in prop-
erty taxes last year. According to
a Star-Ledger report, taxes went
up 1.4 percent for the state, the
smallest increase in more than
two decades. New Jersey’s prop-
erty taxes are one of the highest

Local Letters to the Editor
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Applicant Follows Up On Cranford
Board of Adj. Report In Leader

In the January 17, 2013 edition
of The Westfield Leader, there
were four errors made in the
article, “Cranford Board OKs Re-
building of Fire Ravaged Home.”

1) The new home will be 37’-6
1/2'’ high.

2) Ms. Lazar pointed out how
important this space was due to
the small footprint of the home,
not because of the lot size. (The
lot is actually over sized).

3) The first-story rear addition
will have a laundry room, not a
bathroom. But most importantly,
4) There was very much thought
given to the look of the exterior
of this house and very much time
was spent during the meeting
addressing the look and charac-
ter of the neighborhood.

The Cranford Board of Adjust-
ment takes great pains to rule on
the appropriate use of the prop-
erty and to ensure that when a
variance is proposed, the char-

acter of the neighborhood is
maintained and the effect on the
surrounding properties is mini-
mized. I greatly appreciate these
corrections being mentioned,
especially since this was a meet-
ing of public record.

Hildie Lazar
Westfield

Roadway
Construction

Improves UCC
Safety

CRANFORD — The construction
of a new Springfield Avenue en-
trance and roadway last summer
has brought about a dramatic
drop in traffic accidents at Union
County College, the College’s
Department of Public Safety re-
ported.

According to a report from the
College’s Department of Public
Safety, accidents on the Campus
during the fall semester de-
creased by 50 percent. The total
number of motor-vehicle acci-
dents on the campus dropped to
16 in Fall 2012 — half of the
number of “fender benders” that
took place during fall 2011.

Union County College President
Margaret McMenamin views the
new roadway as a success in
three ways. “The construction
project improved safety, in-
creased parking capacity, and
provided more direct access from
Springfield Avenue into the heart
of the Campus,” she stated.

The work completed in August
2012 created a drop-off point
that enabled students to exit from
buses and go to class without
crossing over a road. The new lot
configuration also reduced the
number of internal turns and re-
sulted in a net gain of almost 60
parking spots.

President McMenamin gives
credit to the Facilities Depart-
ment for overseeing the project
and completing the work on time
and within the budget. She also
praised the College’s Public
Safety Department for the offic-
ers’ daily patrols in the lots to
direct students open parking lots
and spaces.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Children Reminded All
Dreams Are Possible

Today (Monday) is a day for all
Americans to come together and
celebrate the lasting memory of
a leader who preached equality
and peace. Any child who watched
the President’s Inauguration was
reminded that in our great na-
tion, all dreams are possible. That
is the essence of Dr. King’s hope.

Jon Bramnick
Assembly Republican Leader

Westfield
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Caldwell College
Announces Dean’s List
CALDWELL — Caldwell Col-

lege recently named 446 stu-
dents to the fall 2012 Dean’s
List. In order to achieve this
honor, students must maintain
a cumulative grade point aver-
age of 3.5 or higher and com-
plete at least 12 credits during
the semester.

The following students were
named to the Dean’s List: An-
thony Guarisco of Cranford and
Stephen Maly of Westfield.

Penn State Behrend
Announces Dean’s List
ERIE, Pa. — Laura Ruppel, of

Cranford, was named to the
Dean’s List at Penn State Erie,
The Behrend College, for the fall
2012 semester. Laura is study-
ing creative writing.

Students must earn at least a
3.5 grade-point average to be
added to the Dean’s List.

Clemson Reports
Dean’s List

CLEMSON, S.C. — The follow-
ing local residents have been
named to the Dean’s List at
Clemson University for the fall
2012 semester:

Abigail Flaherty of Westfield,
who is majoring in Marketing and
Megan Jean Pijanowski of
Cranford, who is majoring in
Health Science.

To be named to the Dean’s List,
a student must achieve a grade-
point average between 3.50 and
3.99 on a 4.0 scale.

GW Mayor Seeks
Volunteers for Openings
GARWOOD – At the start of each

year one of the duties that the
Garwood mayor has is to review
the lists of committee and board
appointees. There are over 60
positions. Vacancies are created
for any number of reasons and
without a sufficient number of
members some may cease to op-
erate.

“Presently, I am seeking com-
munity-oriented volunteers to
fill openings on the Public Cel-
ebrations Committee and the
Recreation Commission,” re-
ports Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi. “No special expe-
rience is required just a desire
to meet your fellow Garwood
residents and help plan activi-
ties for the community.”

The borough is also in the pro-
cess of creating a Citizens Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) and
is seeking volunteers to serve in
the event a natural or man-made
crisis situation occurs in the bor-
ough.

For more information,  contact
the mayor  at (908) 789-0710 or
by e-mail at
pquattrocchi@garwood.org.

in the country.
“Of this 4.3-percent increase,

one-third went to raises for our
employees,” he said. “If you are
on a fixed income and strug-
gling, if your property value is
plummeting, we’re giving
raises. We’re partying like it’s
1999 here.”

Ms. Todisco acknowledged
that one-third sounded “dra-
matic,” but noted that one-third
of the borough’s budget is for
salaries. She said neighboring
towns have higher taxes and
have to pay for garbage collec-
tion and sewer fees separate
from their tax bills.

Garwood is sending out a re-
quest for proposals for vendors
to bid on a pay-to-use bulk gar-
bage pickup. Mr. Nierstedt, who
campaigned on the issue this
past fall, said the quotes would
be on a price per ton basis.
While residents may not have
that much bulk garbage, the
quote should help calculate the
cost per household, he said.

Mr. Nierstedt, known for his
environmental agenda, also
questioned the spraying of pes-
ticides to control the vegetation
in the Garwood Brook on Willow
Avenue, which flows into the
Cranford River. He also raised

Megan K. Scott for The Westfield Leader
WORK SESSION...Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, center, and the rest of the borough council listen to Councilman
Jim Mathieu, foreground, during Tuesday night’s work session.

the issue of the planned pur-
chase of a 2013 Chevrolet Tahoe
Special Service Vehicle (SSV)
for the Garwood Police Depart-
ment. The pesticides matter was
tabled. While the SSV stayed,
Mr. Nierstedt encouraged the
council to look into “greener cars”
in the future.

“I’m not a big fan of SUVs,” he
said. He also asked the borough
to consider creating a Day of
Service next year for the Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday.

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support
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