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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeding selections for the Union
County Tournament (UCT) are
just around the corner and sev-
eral bouts in the showdown be-
tween the hosting Westfield High
School wrestling team and the
Cranford Cougars on January 9
played a major role in which
wrestlers would gain a more fa-
vorable slot.

The Cougars came into the
match with a 9-2 record and
ranked as the No. 1 team in the
county, but the Blue Devils found
the right fit to win nine of 14 bouts
and to roll to a 39-18 victory.

After Blue Devil Anthony Aldana
recorded a takedown and a semi-
Peterson roll reversal to defeat
David Busch, 4-1, in the first bout
of the evening at 126-lbs, sparks
would fly immediately in a highly
anticipated bout at 132-lbs be-
tween Cougar Gavin Murray and
Matt Barber. Murray was awarded
a takedown at the edge of the
mat. Barber escaped but was also
penalized a point. Murray added
another takedown to take a 5-1
lead into the second period. Bar-
ber escaped in the second period
and Murray escaped in the third
to earn a 6-2 decision.

“We knew I needed to get the
win there for the team. Over the
summer, I worked a lot on my
feet, because top I had pretty
well and I needed to get better
on my feet. He likes to mix it up.

It was a brawl,” Murray said.
Blue Devil Vin DiFillippo re-

corded a side single takedown, a
Claw tilt and a reversal to claim a
7-1 decision over Nick Frediani
at 138-lbs then Nick Velez re-
corded a takedown and a

backdoor reversal to defeat Cou-
gar Corey Birch, 4-0, at 145-lbs.

At 152-lbs, Cougar freshman
Nico Cappello, recent winner at
the Bloomfield Tournament,
faced Nick Rotondo, second in
the UCT at 138-lbs last year.

Cappello recorded a takedown at
the mat’s edge in the first period
and escaped in the third to grab

BULGER,  VELEZ, ARNOLD WIN KEY BOUTS; MURRAY, CAPPELLO, MARKOVITCH WIN BIG

Blue Devil Matmen Win Big in Clash with Cougars, 39-18
a 3-0 decision.

Blue Devil Colin Barber, ranked
fifth in the state at 160-lbs, re-
corded an escape and a knee-pry,
spin around takedown in the sec-
ond period and went on to earn a
4-2 decision over Jim Dwyer.

Cougar Corey Markovitch re-
corded the first bonus points of the
evening when he clamped Kevin
Frega in a cradle in 2:53 at 170-lbs
to tie the team score 12-12.

“I knew it was going to be a
close match. They are a good
team. We needed to get the bo-
nus points, which we didn’t do,
and we gave up matches that we
shouldn’t have. A lot of people
wrestled hard, but there were
others who gave up pins. It didn’t
distribute equally throughout our
team how we wrestled,”
Markovitch said.

Blue Devil Brian Bulger got the
bonus points right back and im-
proved to 11-0 when he used a
double-arm bar stack to pin Matt
Russo in 56 seconds at 182-lbs.
Bulger had also won the Nutley
Tournament and Panther Invita-
tional Tournament 182-lb titles.

Another crucial bout came next
between Blue Devil Nick Arnold
and Rob Kessler at 195-lbs. After
a scoreless but very active first
period, Kessler escaped then
Arnold escaped in the third pe-
riod and added a takedown to
grab a 3-1 victory.

“I wanted to keep it close, wear
him down and win at the end. He
was in on a leg, and then he fell
loose and I got my points,” said
Arnold, who added, “I knew ev-
eryone just had to do their job.
That’s what it’s about and get the
win. It was a great win tonight.”

With Westfield leading, 21-12,
Cougar Jeff Weiss (second in Dis-
trict 11 at 220-lbs last year)
needed bonus points badly and
was seemingly on his way with a
7-1 lead but Cotter Spurlock de-
nied him the opportunity with a
takedown in the third period at
220-lbs. Weiss won, 8-3.

After a scoreless first period,
Blue Devil heavyweight Kyle
Kania alertly shot a half nelson
after a reversal and pinned Jon
ElKhoury in 3:17. Nick Kalimtzis
sealed the victory for the 5-1

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN INTENSE SHOWDOWN…Blue Devil Matt Barber attempts to escape the grasp of Cougar Gavin Murray in their
132-lb bout. Murray recorded a 6-2 decision.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Blue Devils when he pried Nick
Scaramuzzi to his back in 25
seconds at 106-lbs. John Fuller
used a bar arm/half nelson to pin
Cougar Chase Gunther in 2:28 at
113-lbs.

Cougar Andrew Tompkins final-
ized the scoring when he got a
second-period reversal to defeat
Yusef Dwider, 2-0, at 120-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
126: — Aldana (W) d Busch, 4-1
132: — Murray (C) d Barber, 6-2
138: — DiFillippo (W) d Frediani, 7-1
145: — Velez (W) d Birch, 4-0
152: — Cappella (C) d Rotondo, 3-0
160: — Barber (W) d Dwyer, 4-2
170: — Markovitch (C) p Frega, 2:53
182: — Bulger (W) p Russo, :56
195: — Arnold (W) d Kessler, 3-1
220: — Weiss (C) d Spurlock, 8-3
Hwt: — Kania (W) p ElKhoury, 3:17
106: — Kalimtzis (W) p Scaramuzzi, :25
113: — Fuller (W) p Gunther, 2:28
120: — Tompkins (C) d Dwider, 2-0

Blue Devil Matmen
Stop Cougars, 39-18

Cougar Corey Birch

Blue Devil Nick Velez

Blue Devil Brian Bulger

Blue Devil Anthony Aldana

Cougar Dave Busch

Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock

Cougar Jeff Weiss
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Reggie Green took
charge under the boards, espe-
cially in the second half, and
junior point guard Tommy Trot-
ter went on a scoring and assists
spree to lead the Cranford High
School boys basketball to team a
60-35 victory over the stunned
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
in Cranford on January 12.

The 3-6 Cougars hit nine 3-
pointers and Trotter, who led all
scorers with 18 points, bucketed
five of them. He also dished out

seven assists, snatched four
steals and grabbed five rebounds.

“Today I just got into my
groove. I played well. I passed
well. I could see open looks,”
Trotter said.

Green, who finished with 10
points and a steal, led everyone
with 12 rebounds. After grab-
bing a rebound, he was also able
to find an open teammate to add
three assists.

“We know he’s going to get
double teamed, because he is a
very good player. We tell him
that there’s going to be an open

guy and he gets it to that guy
who gets an easy lay-up,” Trot-
ter said.

Junior John Oblachinski also
sank 10 points, and senior Stefan
Fedorchak put in 11 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer. Chris Wills
banged a 3-pointer and Cameron
Kutzer also nailed a 3-pointer.

Senior Tom Bonacum led the 5-
6 Raiders with 12 points, includ-
ing a pair of 3-pointers. He also
had five rebounds, two assists
and a steal. Junior guard Andrew
Voysest (assist) sank nine points,
including a 3-pointer, and senior

point guard Xavier Noel-Brooks
(2 assists, 2 steals) also had nine
points and added four rebounds.
Senior forward Kevin Raszka con-
tributed four rebounds, four
steals and two assists, while se-
nior forward Matt Greenberg had
two points, two rebounds and a
steal. Quaryee Bull had a two-
point put-back and a steal.

The first quarter was nothing
more than a tradeoff of points
with neither team being able to
grab more than a two-point lead.
By the end, the Raiders led, 17-
15. Bonacum sank eight of his
points in the quarter, including a
pair of 3-pointers, which ac-
counted for the Raiders’ first six
points. Noel-Brooks added five
points. Trotter also sank a pair of
3-pointers and Oblachinski put
in four points.

The rhythm of the game was
pretty much the same, however,
the Cougars won the second quar-
ter, 13-11, to knot the score, 28-

28. Voysest sank seven points,
including a 3-pointer. Fedorchak
and Green each scored four
points.

Bull tapped in his put-back and
Noel-Brooks followed with a 2-
pointer to open the third quarter,
but the Cougars answered with a
13-1 run to win the quarter and
carry a 41-33 lead into the final
quarter. Trotter hit two more 3-
pointers in the quarter.

After Bonacum sank a free throw
on a technical foul early in the
final quarter, the Raiders re-
mained in the icebox, and the
Cougars scored 17 unanswered
points before the Raiders sank a
free throw to finalize the scoring.

“After halftime, our coach gave
a great speech, and we just came
out and played. I haven’t been
playing well lately. Now that this
game’s over, it boosts my spirits
all the way,” Trotter said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17 11   5   2 35
Cranford 15 13 13 19 60

TROTTER SINKS 18 PTs, ADDS 7 ASSTs; GREEN 12 RBs, 10 PTs; RAIDER BONACUM HITS 12 PTs

Cougars Roar in Second Half Stun Raider Cagers, 60-35

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO OUTMANEUVER A COUGAR…Raider Tom Bonacum, No. 1, looks to get around Cougar Stefan
Fedorchak in Cranford on January 12. The Cougars caught fire in the second half, while the Raiders turned to ice.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIEF ROBBING A THIEF…Just seconds after Raider Andrew Voysest, No.
3, makes a steal, Cougar Cameron Kutzer, left, snatches the ball in Cranford.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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The Cranford High School wres-
tling team recovered very well
after a setback to Westfield and
toppled Roselle Park, 28-24, in
Cranford on January 11. Heavy-
weight Jon ElKoury sealed the
victory with a 3:42 fall over Vinny
Picarelli. It was the first time
since 1993 that the Cougars had
beaten the Panthers.

Each team won seven bouts,
but the 8-1 Panthers won four of
the first five bouts, beginning at
113-lbs when John DeVito pinned
Nick Scaramuzzi in 38 seconds.
Andy Santamaria decisioned Cou-
gar Andrew Tompkins, 8-3, at
120-lbs and Josh Gergich earned
a 5-2 decision over Dave Busch

at 126-lbs.
Gavin Murray got the Cougars

on the scoreboard with a 13-2,
majority decision over Matt Swain
at 132-lbs then Panther Bobby
Vail defeated Nick Frediani, 9-3,
at 138-lbs.

Cougar Corey Birch claimed a
7-2 decision over Brad Carle at
145-lbs then Panther Brian
Matthews nipped Niko Cappello,
2-1, at 152-lbs. Jimmy Dwyer
had a tough bout with Panther
Steve Loevsky at 160-lbs but
prevailed, 8-4.

Allen Nunez defeated Matt
DiMartino, 5-1, at 170-lbs to give
the Panthers a 21-10 team lead,
but Corey Markovitch pulled out

Cougar Cagers Defeat
Lady Raiders, 59-39

Just one day after Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Raiders
Taylor Sebolao reached the
1,000-point mark, Cranford Cou-
gar Jess McCoy did the same in a
59-39 victory over the Raiders in
Scotch Plains on January 11.

McCoy’s magic moment came
when she banged a 3-pointer at
the buzzer to end the first period.
McCoy finished with 21 points,
including three 3-pointers.
Sebolao finished with 17 points
to bring her career total to 1,020.
Cranford 17 15 11 16 59
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 12   8   8 11 39

Cougar B’ballers Bury
Lady Farmers, 49-38
The Cranford High School girls

basketball team defeated Union,
49-38, in Cranford on January
10. Kaitlin McGovern and Jess
McCoy each scored 14 points,
while Jenna Goeller bucketed
eight points. Carly Maucione had
six points, and Mairead McKeary
had four.
Union   7   9   5 17 38
Cranford 12 10 16 11 49

Cougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar Snacks

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Jess McCoy, a senior on the varsity basketball team, scored her 1,000th career
point this past weekend as the Cougars defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Jon El-Khoury, a junior on the varsity wrestling
team, wrestled an amazing match this past Friday. After being put to his back for most of the first period he fought back
to pin his opponent, securing the Cougars’ win against Roselle Park for the first time in 26 years.

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOXING THE COUGAR…Westfield goalie Dan DoCampo and defenseman
Chris Kattak sandwich Cranford attacker Alex Kempinski in hockey on January
7 at Warinanco Rink in Roselle. Westfield beat the Cougars, 4-1, with two goals
by Liam Devin and two assists by Dane Huber to raise its record to 5-2-1.
Cranford is 3-2-1.

Cougar Jess McCoy
Hits 1,000 Points

a big victory with a 6-3 decision
over Phil Woods at 182-lbs. Rob
Kessler gave the Cougars a 22-
21 lead when he decked Marc
Signorello in 3:33 at 195-lbs then
Cougar Jeff Weiss grabbed a 6-0
decision over Kevin Metellus at
220-lbs.

ElKhoury’s bout with Picarelli
was not all roses when he found
himself fighting off his back in
the first period to avoid getting
pinned, but in the second period,
ElKhoury turned him to his back
with a power half for the pin. In
the final bout of the evening
(106-lbs), Panther Chris Gural
won an 8-3 decision over Chase
Gunther.

Cougar Matmen Sting Roselle Park, 28-24

See Cougar stories in The Westfield Leader
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A group of 14
New Jersey mayors and other
officials, including former Gover-
nor Jim Florio and Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, an-
nounced plans at a Monday press
conference in Cranford for what
they defined as “common-sense”
gun laws following the Newtown,
Conn., mass shootings that re-
sulted in the deaths of 20 school
children and six adults last month.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a
coalition founded in 2006 by New
York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and Boston Mayor
Thomas Mannino, has 800 mem-
bers representing both political
parties and claims 900,000 grass-
roots supporters, Cranford Mayor
Thomas Hannen said.

Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley said
the mayors have three legisla-
tive priorities: background gun
checks, banning military-style
weapons and high-capacity
magazines, and to create a fed-
eral gun trafficking statute.

Mayor Hannen, who hosted the
press conference at the Cranford
Municipal Building, said, “It is
time for real action.” He said the
mayors need the “full coopera-
tion” of New Jersey’s Congres-
sional delegation, which they
were heading to meet in Wash-
ington, D.C. at press deadline
yesterday, January 16.

“Our message when we go to
Washington is very simple: Pass
sane gun laws now. Weapons
designed for the battlefields have
no place in Union County, no
place in New Jersey or else-
where,” Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr said. As a mother, she said
she wants to be assured that
federal lawmakers will put “pub-
lic safety before politics.” She
said 80 percent of New Jersey’s
gun crimes are a result of guns
coming into New Jersey from out
of state such as from Georgia,

Florida and Virginia, with Inter-
state 95 among the major routes
used to transport the weapons.

She said criminals know that
purchasing assault weapons in
these and other states is “easier
than getting Sudafed - no paper-
work, no questions asked.”

Gov. Florio said the coalition’s
proposal should be thought of as
a “gun violence prevention act.”
“It has nothing to do with the
Second Amendment, it’s about
gun violence,” Gov. Florio said.
He said New Jersey has the tough-
est assault weapons ban in the
nation, which was accomplished
in the early 1990s during his
administration and which with-
stood a Republican-led repeal of
the ban that Gov. Florio vetoed.

“Many legitimate
sportsmen…are embarrassed by
the NRA (National Rifle Associa-
tion), whose answer to gun vio-

lence is to say that we should
have more guns. That makes no
sense,” Mr. Florio said. He said
the “real motivation” by the NRA
is profits being made by gun
manufacturers and gun dealers.

Sheriff Froehlich said the
shooter in Connecticut had a clip
that had a capacity of 30 rounds
of ammunition.

“I cannot understand people
that strive so much to develop
and have killing machines for
people that should not have those
killing machines,” the sheriff said,
noting that in addition to high-
capacity weapons, armor pierc-
ing ammunition that can pierce
armor worn by police officers is
available for purchase. “It doesn’t
make sense,” Sheriff Froehlich
said.

Michael Pohle, whose son was
killed in the mass shooting at
Virginia Tech University in 2007,

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FOCUS ON GUN VIOLENCE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, speaks
at a press conference Monday in Cranford by Mayors Against Illegal Guns to
announce plans to lobby Congress for federal legislation aimed at ending gun
violence. Among those pictured in the front row are: New Providence Mayor J.
Brooke Hern, Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., Westfield Council-
woman Jo Ann Neylan and Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley.

CF Board OKs Rebuilding
Of Fire Ravaged Home
By P. JUSTIN FAHEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township’s
zoning board of adjustment on
Monday took up a request for
variances by the owner of a home
at 217 North Avenue, West, which
was destroyed by a four-alarm
fire last June.

The original Victorian home was
built in 1900 and is owned by
Jeanette Billson, who has lived
there for 40 years. Her husband
purchased the home before they
were married in 1950. Mrs. Billson
lived there with her three adult
children. Since the fire, they have
been renting an apartment.

The requested variance was for
height and the number of sto-
ries. The Cranford town code al-
lows for a maximum height of 32
feet and a maximum of two-and-
a-half stories. The plans for the

new home called for a height of
37 feet and three stories.

According to architect Hildie
Lazar of Lazar Architecture in
Westfield, who represented Mrs.
Billson, before the fire, the home
had three stories and was 39 feet
high. The third floor was used as
an office, a recreation room and
for storage. Ms. Lazar pointed
out how important this space
was due to the small lot size and
number of occupants. She said
the new proposal aimed to re-
store the home as closely as
possible to the original struc-
ture.

The first floor of the proposed
new home would have a front
entry area, small living room,
small dining room, laundry room,
full bathroom and a new side
entrance. Before the fire, the
home had a one-story room on
the rear of the house, which Ms.
Lazar described as probably hav-

called out Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th), his Congressman, as
being “silent” on the issue of gun
violence other than to post “an
occasional note on his website
saying he is ‘open to the discus-
sion.”

“He is a coward,” Mr. Pohle
said. “This (issue) demands ac-
tion. We should not allow 50
percent of our guns to be sold
free and clear so that somebody
can go back, rearm themselves”
while also reselling other
weapons.“My son’s head was
nearly blown off. Enough is
enough,” Mr. Pohle said.

Also attending Monday’s press
conference were: Scotch Plains
Mayor Kevin Glover, New Provi-

dence Mayor Brooke Hern, Union
Mayor Clifton People, Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage, Plainfield
Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs
and Westfield Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan, as well as mayors
from Aberdeen, Cherry Hill,
Edison, Maplewood, Washington
Township and Lake Como, state
Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth), Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains),
Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth) and
Cranford Township Committee-
men Ed O’Malley and Kevin
Campbell.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns also
has launched a website,
DemandAPlan.org.

Mayors Push for Action by Congress to End Gun Violence

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Club to Present
Gardening Film

CRANFORD – The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will
screen the film Gardening: Watch
Your Green Grow on Tuesday,
January 22, at 12:30 p.m. at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

This movie explores how indi-
viduals can achieve the biggest
environmental benefit from their
backyards. Some of the topics
covered include simple water con-
servation techniques, plant se-
lection and placement and how
to keep a garden in tune with
nature.

As always, guests are welcome.
For more information on upcom-
ing events of the Floraphile Gar-
den Club of Cranford, contact
Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net.

Program to Address
Unclaimed Property

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will host Linda
Henderson of the State of New
Jersey’s Unclaimed Property
Owner Outreach Program this
Saturday, January 19, at 10 a.m.

Unclaimed property is any fi-
nancial asset that had been un-
claimed by its rightful owner for
a specified time period. Un-
claimed Property’s mission is to
reunite owners with their un-
claimed financial assets. Ex-
amples of unclaimed property
are bank accounts that have been
inactive for at least three years,
unclaimed money orders, certifi-
cates of deposits and payroll
wages.

All are invited. This program is
free; however, registration is re-
quired as space is limited. To
register, call the library at (908)
789-1670, register in person at
the library or register on the
library’s interactive calendar page
found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, at the
back of the Lincoln School com-
plex.

Edward R. Glynn, 70, Was Family Man;
Enjoyed Career, Scouting Involvement
Edward Richard Glynn, 70, of

Westfield died on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 15, 2013, at home.

He leaves his wife of 46 years,
Betsy (Keller) Glynn; his daugh-
ter, Katherine Glynn, and his son,
Ted Glynn; three grandsons and
many close family and friends.

Born and raised in
Cranford, the son of
Charles and Dorothy
(Scharf) Glynn, he was
a lifelong resident of
Westfield.

In his early years,
Mr. Glynn played foot-
ball for Cranford High
School. After graduat-
ing from Cranford High
School in 1960, he at-
tended St.
Bonaventure Univer-
sity, graduating in
1964 with a bachelor’s
degree in manage-
ment. In 1965 he joined the U.S.
Army Reserves, where he was a
drill sergeant. He met his wife,
Elizabeth (Betsy) Keller, and was
married in 1966 at St. Theresa’s
Catholic Church.

Mr. Glynn worked as a market-
ing and sales manager for sev-
eral commercial carpet manu-

facturers over his carrier. He took
pride in his business, and truly
enjoyed the friends he made
during his time in business.

Mr. Glynn was an assistant
scoutmaster in the Boy Scouts of
America with Troop No. 77, St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, for seven

years and enjoyed
camping, hiking and
being a part of shaping
and developing scouts.

Ed was a loving and
devoted husband, fa-
ther and grandfather,
and will be greatly
missed.

Betsy Glynn has
asked that in lieu of
flowers, donations be
sent to Boy Scout
Troop No. 77, 414 East
Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

The wake will be held
at the Higgins and Bonner Echo
Lake Funeral Home in Westfield
from 4 to 8 p.m. today, Thurs-
day, January 17, 2013. A Mass
will be offered tomorrow, Friday,
January 18, 2013, at 11 a.m. at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.

January 17, 2013

Edward R. Glynn

ing been an addition. She noted
that currently, that portion of the
home is not on a solid founda-
tion. The new home would make
use of this space by adding a
two-story addition. The first story
would be a bathroom while above
that would be a new master bath.
The rest of the second floor would
be an additional bathroom, three
bedrooms and small closets.

While the new home would be
higher than the code allows, it
would actually be two feet lower
than the original structure, at 37
feet, and while the third floor
would be half a story above code,
it would be matching the three-
story structure of the prior house.

According to Ms. Lazar, Victo-
rian homes were designed from
the “inside out,” meaning the
exterior was determined by what-
ever interior functionality suited
the owner. While no two homes
look exactly alike, they do have
general characteristics, includ-
ing an ornate exterior with a roof
combining steep gables and a
conical shape. There was little

thought to the look of the exte-
rior.

Ms. Lazar indicated that should
the new home be built to code, it
would lose many of its Victorian
characteristics and would not fit
in with the surrounding homes.
These homes were also built at
the turn of the century when
codes were presumably differ-
ent.

The board agreed and unani-
mously approved the plans. As
to Mrs. Billson’s feelings on the
approval, she said, “I just want
to go home.”

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - Mayor Thomas
Hannen on Tuesday night an-
nounced the appointments to the
township’s Emergency Manage-
ment System.

  Police Chief Eric Mason and
Fire Chief Leonard Dolan were
appointed as deputy coordina-
tors. Also appointed are: Mayor
Thomas, public safety commis-

CF Bd to Rebuild Ravaged Home
sioner; Kevin Campbell, sanitar-
ian; Moika Koscova, Superinten-
dent of schools Gayle Carrick,
Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Public Works Coordi-
nator Steven Wardell, consult-
ant Robert D’Ambola, Construc-
tion Code Official Richard
Belluscio, TV 35 representative
Edward Davenport, citizen rep-
resentative Margaret (Peg)
Pipchick, Ron Marotta, and sup-
port team member Michael
Beams.

During the public portion of the
meeting, a resident asked the
committee to take a look at the
municipal building itself, and to
polish, paint and freshen it up so
it would appealing to residents
and visitors alike. Mayor Hannen
said the township would con-
sider the recommendation.

Resident Rita La Brutto ques-
tioned the committee regarding
the reappointment of Judge
Douglass Wolfson, who presided
at the Birchwood site develop-
ment plan hearings. Township
Attorney Dan McCarthy said if he
had been appointed as township
attorney before the site plan hear-
ing he would not have been al-
lowed to take part in the hearing,
however, since the hearings were
over, it was perfectly all right.

Ms. LaBrutto asked about when
the court would make the final
judgment on the Birchwood mat-
ter. Mr. McCarthy said there
would be a court session on the
matter on February 6 at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth.
He said he did not expect state
Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal to issue a final judg-
ment until mid-March. Mr.
McCarthy said at that time, if the
final judgment is not favorable to
the township, Cranford will ap-
peal the decision.

Resident Liz Sweeny asked the
committee if the objections last
week to Judge Wolfson’s recom-
mendations concerning the
Birchwood development site plan

Hannen Names Members of CF E.M. System
hearings were filed in time with
the court. Mr. McCarthy said the
deadline for objections had been
extended due to the holidays.

The committee approved a
resolution authorizing the town-
ship to apply to the state for a
Community Block Grant within
the disaster Aid Grant Program
for reimbursement of the resto-
ration costs for the Cranford Mu-
nicipal Building and Police De-
partment Headquarters, which
sustained significant damage
from Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Probitas Verus Honos

– Obituary –
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Pineda Conservatory to Hold
Auditions for Summer Program

CRANFORD — The Pineda
Conservatory’s Center Stage Pro-
gram for talented high school
students is holding auditions for
its five-week summer program
that includes fully staged pro-
ductions of Guys and Dolls and
On Air Live! 50 Years of Rockin’
Hits! The Center Stage program
runs from July 1 to August 4
(closed July 4-8), Monday
through Friday, 12:30 to 5:30
p.m. at the Cranford Dramatic
Club Theatre in Cranford. The
training program includes act-
ing, dance, vocal and audition
training. The staff includes cho-
reographer Christopher Johnson
(Radio City Christmas Spectacu-
lar, Chicago), Ra-Sean Holloway
(A Chorus Line, Radio City Christ-
mas Spectacular), director Juan
Pineda (Broadway’s Miss Saigon),
vocal coach Valerie Pineda (Man-
hattan School of Music), director
and choreographer Fausto Pineda
(King and I, Grease) and vocal
coach Patricia Pineda (VCU).

Enrollment is limited and accep-
tance is by audition only. Former
Pineda Conservatory students

have been accepted into some of
the nation’s leading college the-
atre programs and conservatories
and have gone on to appear in
professional theatres and opera
houses around the country.

Auditions are being held on Sat-
urday and Sunday, February 9
and 10, and Sunday, February
24, by appointment only for stu-
dents entering ninth grade and
up. Appointments can be made
by calling (908) 731-1377 or by
online submission at
www.pinedaconservatory.com/
Audition-Request.html.

Prepare 16 bars of a musical
theatre up-tempo and 16 bars of
a musical theatre ballad that
shows range and acting ability.
Participants may not be asked to
sing both. Vocal auditions will be
followed by a group movement
and dance call. Those audition-
ing should bring dance clothing
(comfortable clothes and dance
shoes/sneakers). It is recom-
mended that all students dress
professional for the audition. You
will be given time to change. The
audition process will take ap-

proximately two hours. If neces-
sary, call backs will be scheduled
on February 24. Students se-
lected will be given one week to
accept their spots or they will be
forfeited to our waiting list.

On Air Live! is a fully staged
musical tribute to the rock n’ roll
and pop hits of the last 50 years.
This show includes everyone se-
lected for the program, and fea-
tures those who do not have leads
in Guys and Dolls. The show is
written specifically for the stu-
dents featured and has two fully
staged performances. Everyone
in the program also participates in
the main stage production of Guys
and Dolls. Some roles may be
double, triple or quadruple cast.

 The Pineda Summer Conser-
vatory also holds a five-week
morning program for middle
school students featuring a pro-
duction of The Little Mermaid Jr.
and for students in elementary
grades two through five with a
production of 101 Dalmations.

For more information visit
www.pinedaconservatory.com or
call (908) 731-1377.

LEGALLY BLONDE...Members of the Pineda Conservatory’s Center Stage perform in the 2012 production of Legally Blonde.

Celebration Singers to
Hold Choir Auditions

CRANFORD — The Celebration
Singers Adult Choir will be hold-
ing auditions at the Cranford
United Methodist Church at the
corners of Walnut and Lincoln
Avenues in Cranford, on Tues-
day, January 29, from 7 to 9 p.m.
by appointment only. The choir is
currently seeking individuals
singing the tenor and bass parts
only.

The Adult Choir welcomes sing-
ers ages 18 years and older of all
experience levels and of all vocal
ranges to audition. The ability to
read music is a plus but not a
requirement as is prior choral
experience. Male part voices are
strongly encouraged to audition.
Rehearsals are on Tuesday eve-
nings from 8 to 10 p.m.

The Celebration Singers Youth
Choirs will be holding auditions
on Tuesday, January 22, from 5
to 7 p.m. at the Cranford United
Methodist Church, and on
Monday, January 28, at Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains
from 4 to 5 p.m. Auditions will be
held by appointment only. Email
jeninotemusic@gmail.com to
schedule an audition.

The Children’s Choir ranges in
age from 9 to 14 years; the Middle
C’s is comprised of experienced
choral singers ages 14 and up
(male changed voices in eighth
grade and up; female voices ninth
grade and up). The Youth Choirs
offer a place where children and
adolescents can learn and hone
musical skills, experience various
styles of music, and perform with
a wide range of ages. Rehearsals
for both Youth Choirs is Tuesday
evenings as follows: Children’s
Choir 6:30-7:30 p.m.; Middle C’s
7:45-8:45 p.m.

The Celebration Singers per-
form many musical genres from
Classical to Broadway, from pop
and jazz to gospel. Started in
1938 as the ESSO Choristers,

The Celebration Singers have en-
joyed a busy and interesting 74-
year journey. Highlights included
singing at the World’s Fair in
1962, at Chicago Symphony Hall,
at the National Cathedral in Wash-
ington, D.C., and three times at
Carnegie Hall. They also toured
Austria, Germany, and Prague
during the summer of 2008, and
England and Scotland during the
summer of 2011. Currently there
are members representing eight
different counties throughout
New Jersey, and also members
traveling from New York.

Funding for the Celebration
Singers is made possible in part
by the New Jersey State Council
for the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs.

For more information, visit cel-
ebration-singers.org, or email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com
or leave a phone message at
(908) 241-8200.

Coastal Carolina
Announces Dean’s List
CONWAY, S.C. – The following

local residents were among the
approximately 1,800 students
from Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity who made the Fall 2012
Dean’s List: Andi N. Hoy, a Re-
sort Tourism Management ma-
jor of Mountainside; Alexis A.
Neusch, a Resort Tourism Man-
agement major of Cranford and
Thomas J. Sweeney, a Market-
ing major of Westfield.

To qualify for the Dean’s List,
freshmen must earn a 3.25
grade point average, and up-
perclassmen must earn a 3.5
grade point average. To qualify
for the President’s List, students
must earn a 4.0 grade point
average. All students must be
enrolled full time.


