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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One day after dropping a tough
game to the 7-0 Roselle Catholic
High School Lions for their first
setback, the Cranford Cougar
basketball Ladies experienced
another tough setback, this time

to the 7-1 North Hunterdon Li-
ons, 45-39, in Cranford on Janu-
ary 5.

“Both of them are very good
teams. North Hunterdon runs
their offense very well. They get
open shots. When they don’t have
their open shots, they run through

them until they get something.
They try to make you fall asleep
on defense,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

For the most part, the 6-2 Cou-
gars and the Lions kept within
two to three points of each other
until late in the forth quarter

when deliberate fouling became
a necessity for Cranford.

Cougar Jess McCoy led all scor-

ers with 17 points, including a
nine-point spurt in the second
quarter. McCoy also pulled down
seven rebounds and added a pair
of assists. Center Kaitlin
McGovern had eight rebounds
and scored nine points, which
included 4-for-6 from the free
throw line. The Cougars finished
9-for-12 (75 percent) from the
line, while the Lions had some
difficulty, hitting 7-for-22 (32
percent) from the line.

“We do practice a lot of foul
shots, because you never know
what kind of situation you are
going to get into at the end of the
game where you are going to
need those,” Coach Dyer said.

Cougar point guard Jenna
Goeller sank nine points, includ-
ing a pair of 3-pointers, and added
four assists and two steals. For-
ward Carly Maucione had four
points. Mairead McKeary had an
assist and two rebounds, and

Kerry Wischesen had an assist
and three rebounds.

The Lions had trouble penetrat-
ing the Cougars’ defense but did
have some success from the out-
side, hitting six 3-pointers.
Caroline Giordano led her team
with 10 points, including two 3-
pointers. Hailey Stine had nine
points, including a pair of 3-point-
ers, and Allison Lane also had
nine points. Christine Young and
Jill Bellofatto each hit a 3-pointer.

“We are a team that likes to go.
So when a team kind of slows us
down, it’s a little bit of a helter
skelter issue for us, but for the
most part we did a good job of
blocking their backdoor cuts and
underneath the basket,” Coach
Dyer said.

Offensively, the Cougars did
work the ball well and set up
several fine plays, but they failed
to finish some seemingly easy

McCOY NETS 17 POINTS, 7 REBOUNDS; McGOVERN GETS 9 PTs, 8 RBs; GOELLER 9 PTs, 4 ASSTs

N. Hunterdon Lions Outlast Lady Cougar Cagers, 45-39

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REACHING FOR THE BALL…Cougar senior point guard Jenna Goeller, No. 4, attempts to tip the ball from Lion
sophomore guard Hailey Stine, No. 2. The Lions outlasted the Cougars, 45-39.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HANDS ON APPROACH…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, attempts to steal the
ball, while teammate Mairead McKeary, No. 13,guards the basket.
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Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing by nine points midway
through the third quarter, the
Rahway High School boys bas-
ketball team did what it has been
known to do best, establish a
full-court press that worked, and
pulled out a 55-51 victory over
the Cranford Cougars in Cranford
on January 4.

The Cougars, playing without
starter Stephan Fedorchak (in-

jured wrist) were hot underneath
the boards in the first quarter
with the effective shooting of
senior center Reggie Green, who
rolled in eight of his nine points
to give his team a 17-10 lead.
Junior John Oblachinski sank four
of his 12 points, and Chris Wills
hit three of his eight points in the
quarter. Matt Smith put in two
points, but his accurate shooting
later in the game would give him
a team-leading 13 points.

The Indians hit four straight
free throws early in the second
quarter to narrow the gap to 17-
14 then Chris Wills broke their

streak with a 2-pointer. By half-
time, the Indians had reduced
the Cougars’ lead to 26-22. Wills
totaled five points in the quarter
and Mike Guariello, who finished
the game with seven points, sank
four points.

With 5:22 on the clock in the
third quarter, the Indians shrank
the Cougars’ lead to 31-29, but
Smith got hot from the outside
and banged a pair of 3-pointers
and a 2-pointer. Oblachinski hit
three 2-pointers, and at one time
the Cougars stretched their lead
to nine points.

The full-court press set in and

SMITH SINKS 13 POINTS, OBLACHINSKI SCORES 12, GREEN GETS 9 PTs, WILLS BUCKETS 8

Rahway Edges Cougar Boys with Full-Court Press, 55-51
the Indians got the Cougars to
make bad passes and created
several steals that were con-
verted to lay-ups. By the begin-
ning of the fourth quarter, the
Cougars’ lead was cut to four
points, 41-37.

The Indians chipped away until
they knotted the score, 42-42
with 5:30 remaining in the game
then seconds later took a 44-42
lead. One minute later,
Oblachinski hit a 2-pointer for
the tie then Rahway regained the
lead, 48-44, with a pair of free
throws and a lay-up. Smith
banged a 3-pointer and Tommy

Trotter sank a free throw to tie
the score, 48-48, with 1:50 left.

The Indians went to the line
and sank one of two free throws
then converted a steal to a lay-
up to grab a 51-48 lead with 1:15
left. Guarino rolled in a lay-up 10
seconds later, but Rahway sank
a free throw to make the score
52-50 with 37.2 on the clock.
Trotter sank a free throw 11 sec-
onds later, but the Indians hit a
free throw and converted an-
other steal to a lay-up to finalize
the scoring.
Rahway 10 12 15 18 55
Cranford 17   9 15 10 51

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO DRIBBLE THROUGH…Cougar Tommy Trotter, No. 1, looks to dribble past a
Rahway defender.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSELY GUARDED…Cougar Luke Christiano, No. 11, is closely guarded by a Rahway defender
as he tries to dribble toward the basket.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD ATHLETE FOR JANUARY 3…Nico Cappello, a freshman on the varsity wrestling
team and as an unseeded wrestler went on to take first place at the Bloomfield Tournament between
Christmas and New Year. Cappello also recorded a key victory in the Cougars’ win over the then state-
ranked Brearley Bears.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Rob O’Shaughnessy and Regina Hunter, both on the
winter track team, completed at the UCIAC Relays this past weekend. Rob, a junior, threw 40’1" to
help lead the boys shot put relay to a fifth place finish. Regine, a senior, jumped 4’10” to help the girls
win the high jump event. She also placed second in the shuttle relay and fourth in the 800-meter relay.

Cougar Matmen Stop
Gov. Livingston, 40-25
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team came on strong in the
upper weights to roll past Gover-
nor Livingston, 40-25, in Berke-
ley Heights on January 4.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: —Jon ElKhoury (C) p Sean
Tomlinson, 2:17
106: — Chris Sergio (G) d Chase
Gunther, 4-3
113: — Joe Colder (G) p Nick
Scaramuzzi, :33
120: — Jon Mele (G) md Andrew
Tompkins, 9-1
126: — Austin Senkarik (G) d Dave
Busch, 4-2
132: — Gavin Murray (C) won forfeit
138: — Ryan Hoy (G) d Nick Frediani, 6-1
145: — Nico Cappello (C) p Andrew
Lipnick, 1:18
152: — Jeremy Klein (G) d Corey Birch,
11-6
160: — Jim Dwyer (C) md TJ Nicholson,
14-0
170: — Matt DiMartino (C) p Mike

Cougar Matmen Win
Two of Three Matches
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team defeated Hackettstown,
42-24, and Clifton, 38-32, and
lost to North Bergen, 39-27, on
January 5. Jimmy Dwyer won two
bouts at 170-lbs and one at 160-
lbs. Jeff Weiss (220) and heavy-
weight Jon ElKhoury won all three
of their bouts. Mike Cappello
(145), Gavin Murray (132), Corey
Markovich (182) and Rob Kessler
(195) won two bouts.

R.C. Lady Lions Stop
Cougar Cagers, 51-41
The 7-0 Roselle Catholic High

School girls basketball team re-
mained unbeaten with a 51-41
victory over the 6-1 Cranford
Cougars on January 4. Jenna
Goeller scored 12 points and Carly
Maucione sank 11, while Jess
McCoy and Mairead McKeary each
scored seven points for the Cou-
gars.
Cranford 10   8   8 15 41
Roselle Cath. 12   9 15 15 51

lay-ups.
“Offensively, we had a hard

time hitting our shots. We had a
hard time setting things today.
The shots were there, but they
were not going in. Yesterday was
along night for us. One of our JV
players was injured and it just
carried on. To bounce back from
a tough game yesterday and
come back today and try to fight
through that was asking a lot,”
Coach Dyer said.

The Lions had an 8-4 lead in the
first quarter until Goeller nailed
a 3-pointer just before the
buzzer. The Lions hit three 3-
pointers and won the second
quarter, 16-15, to take a 24-22
lead at the half, but Goeller as-
sisted McCoy four times, account-
ing for her nine-point spurt.
McKeary assisted McGovern for

two points.
The Lions hit two more 3-point-

ers in the third quarter and ex-
tended their lead to 35-32.
Goeller hit her second 3-pointer
and a pair of free throws,
McGovern hit three from the line
and McCoy add a 2-pointer. The
Lions hit another 3-pointer and
had a 40-36 lead with 2:49 re-
maining then after trading 2-
pointers, the Cougars were forced
to foul. Giordano hit two from the
line to make the score, 44-39,
with 53.6 second remaining.
Giordano added another free
throw just before time ran out.

“We are going to take a day off
to relax, and they know Monday
what we have to do for next
week,” Coach Dyer said.
N. Hunterdon   8 16 11 10 45
Cranford   7 15 10   7 39

Lady Lions Outlast Cougars, 45-39
Butkerait, 2:42
182: — Corey Markovitch (C) p Jay
Luciani, 4:43
195: — Shane Haddad (G) d Rob
Kessler, 15-11
220: — Jeff Weiss (C) p DJ McHugh, 2:46

Cougar Icemen Chill
GL Highlanders, 6-1

The Cranford High School ice
hockey team improved to 3-1-1

with a 6-1 chilling of Governor
Livingston at the Union Sports
Arena on January 5. Alex
Kempinski flicked in three goals
and Tom Fitzgerald added a pair
of assists for the Cougars. Nick
Collucci, Sean Feeney and Dan
Murphy also netted goals.
Cranford 4 1 1 6
Gov. Liv. 0 1 0 1


