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l'ennemi du journaliste

WEISSE STARTS WITH PIN, BIRCH SEALS VICTORY; MURRAY PINS, CAPPELLO TECH FALL

Cougars Send Message, Rip No. 20 Brearley Bears, 45-26
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jeff Weiss began the
momentum and junior Corey
Birch clinched the team victory
as the Cranford High School wres-
tling team sent a clear message
and toppled the No. 20-ranked
Brearley Bears in Cranford on
December 27.

The 6-1 Cougars needed to get
bonus points wherever they could
and did, beginning with Weiss
when he lifted Jordan Velez with
a Claw and pried him to his back
for the fall in 4:45 at 220-bs.

“Coach said they are good, but
if we wrestle tough, we can win.
We got to get pins where we
knew we could. We couldn’t get
pinned. That was the key. I went
for the lift the first period. I got
the Claw, but couldn’t stick him.
The next period I got the Claw
and I was able to pin him,” Weiss
said.

Weiss, who had been battling
the flu, did, however, look a bit
sluggish in the second period.

“A couple of kids have been
sick. It’s going around, but that
hits every team. You just got to
fight through it, and Jeff fought
through it really well. He came
through with a huge pin,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

With the Cougars leading 35-
12, Birch jumped up to 152-lbs
and tore into Bear Eoghan Sovona
recording four takedowns, a re-

versal and a pair of nearfalls to
seize a 14-5, majority decision
to seal the team victory.

“He was a man on fire out
there. He knew that we could
secure the victory with a big win

from him, and that’s what he did.
It’s good to see that leadership
as a junior,” Coach Gorman said.

“I went out there and wrestled
my match. I got what I wanted,
the Russians, the high crotches,

the single. I was looking for the
fall every single time. I didn’t
actually get the fall, but I got the
tech,” Birch said.

The few times, he allowed
Sovona to escape, Birch read
him well to bring him back to the
mat.

“He kept on charging at me
when I let him up, so I lowered

my level and blasted right to his
back every time,” Birch ex-
plained.

After Weiss’ victory, Cougar
heavyweight Jon El-Khoury
pinned Rasheed Banks in 3:46

using a front arm bar/half nelson.
The Cougars received a forfeit at
106-lbs, then NJSIAA qualifier in
2012 Nick DeMarco clamped Nick
Scaramuzzi in cradle in 22 sec-
onds at 113-lbs.

At 120-lbs, Bear Dylan Oliva
squeaked out a 7-5, overtime
decision over freshman Andrew
Tompkins. Bear Tim Murphy
closed the team score to 18-12
with an 8-5 decision over fresh-
man David Busch.

Gavin Murray stretched Kevin
Torres with a grapevine and a
Jacobs’ hook before pinning him
in 1:08 at 132-lbs to make the
score, 24-12. The Cougars re-
ceived another forfeit at 138-lbs
then freshman Mike Cappello
recorded three takedowns and
four nearfalls to grab a 16-1,
4:26 technical fall over Bear Matt
Disko.

“He already has all the tools.
Our PAL program is a good foun-
dation, so it’s nice to get a hand-
ful of kids who can break right
into your lineup,” Coach Gorman
said.

“That’s a tough group of fresh-
men. I am proud of that class.
They are big for us. They are
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young, but they are tough. I
think we are a mix in the woods
this year. I am really excited,”
Birch said.

At 160-lbs and 170-lbs, respec-
tively, Bears John and Joe
Balboni, both NJSIAA qualifiers
last year, won big. John used an
arm bar/half nelson to pin Matt
DiMartino in 58 seconds, and Joe
recorded 11 takedowns to claim
a 24-9, tech fall over Jim Dwyer.

At 182-lbs, Bear Jeff Velez
scored a Merkel reversal with
seconds remaining to top Cory
Markovitch, 8-6, then Cougar Rob
Kessler added the exclamation
point with a 49 second fall over
Saverino Salfcas at 195-lbs.

“We looked pretty good. We

stayed off our back where we
could. We fought hard, and we
got bonus points where we
needed them. This kind of puts
the stamp on what we have been
looking for,” Coach Gorman said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
220: — Weiss (C) p Velez, 4:45
Hwt: — El-Khoury (C) p Banks, 3:46
106: — Chase Gunther (C) won forfeit
113: — DeMarco (B) p Scaramuzzi, :22
120: — Oliva (B) d Tompkins, 7-5 OT
126: — Murphy (B) d Busch, 8-5
132: — Murray (C) p Torres, 1:08
138: — Nick Frediani (C) won forfeit
145: — Cappello (C) tf Disko, 16-1 4:26
152: — Birch (C) md Sovona, 14-5
160: — Balboni (B) p DiMartino, :58
170: — Balboni (B) tf Dwyer, 24-9 4:15
182: — Velez (B) d Markovitch, 8-6
195: — Kessler (C) p Salfcas, :49

Cougar Matmen Sedate Bears Gavin Murray – 132-lbs

Nico Cappello – 145-lbs
Athlete of the Week

See next week’s edition

Andrew Tompkins – 120-lbs
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JUNE:.
Garwood

A motion to pass an ordinance
for bulk pickup this year failed,
3-2, with borough council mem-
bers Timothy Hak and Louis
Petruzzelli voting in favor of the
plan. Councilman Victor DeFilippo
was absent. Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi said, “I think it is the
fair thing to do,” when asked by
Councilman Jim Mathieu of her
opinion on the bulk ordinance
presented.

She said she thought there were
residents who did not have the
means to dispose of unwanted
items through hiring a private
hauler themselves.

Although two incumbents filed
to run for the Garwood BOE, a
three-year seat remained open.
BOE President Adele Lewis and
current member Barbara Greet
decided to run for the three-year
open positions. If no write-ins
emerged during the election, the
board would appoint another
member to fill the last position
after interviewing the candidates.
Cranford

The township committee, in a
3-2 party-line vote, gave final
approval to the 2012 municipal
budget, to be financed by a 2.96-
percent increase in property-tax
levies. The $33.97-million spend-
ing plan – of which, $22.5 million
would be financed by property
taxes with $900,000 in surplus
also contributing – was criticized
by the two committee Demo-
crats, with Commissioner Kevin
Campbell saying that too much
surplus was being used, a move
he called “not wise at this time.”
He said the surplus should be
looked at as “the savings ac-
count of the town” and more
should be set aside for future
emergencies such as another
hurricane and flooding.

JULY
Garwood

New Jersey State Superior

AUGUST:
Garwood

With the council chambers
packed with residents both op-
posing and supporting it, the
Garwood Council passed, 5-1, a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordi-
nance to authorize construction
of a multi-functioning athletic
field complex to replace the
Garwood Little League Park at
the end of Myrtle Avenue. It will
include a Little League field, a
turf field, basketball and bocce
courts, a playground, an air-con-
ditioned and heated field house
that also can be used for senior
meetings, a full kitchen,
scoreboards, field lighting and a
walking path.
Cranford

The Cranford Township Com-
mittee held a special meeting to
award a contract for repairs, reno-
vations and alterations to the
lower portion of the municipal
building on Springfield Avenue,
which was devastated by Hurri-
cane Irene in August 2011. The
lowest fully responsive bidder,

SEPTEMBER:
Garwood

The borough council adopted,
by a 4-2 vote, a new contract
with the local PBA. The three-
year contract gives a 2-percent
raise the first year and a 1.75-
percent raise thereafter, as well
as longevity benefits after serv-
ing five years on the force. Coun-
cil President Keith Sluka and
Councilman Jim Mathieu both
opposed the ordinance.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley announced that
the state’s cost for school em-
ployees’ health benefits premi-
ums would increase 14 percent
beginning in January 2013.

The contract for the borough’s
Athletic Field Complex was com-
pleted.
Cranford

The planning board had some
tough questions for Warren
Connelly, the executive director
of the proposed Counseling Cen-
ter at Cranford. The company
wished to lease a building at 27
North Avenue, East, and offer
post-detoxification counseling to
persons recovering from chemi-
cal and alcohol addiction.

The township committee con-
sidered whether there was ad-
equate funding available to re-
store two crossing guards to their
posts near Brookside Place School.
The guards were among 14 whose
positions were eliminated due to
municipal budget cuts.

Court Judge Karen Cassidy, the
assignment judge for Union
County, ruled that The Pointe, a
44-unit, age-restricted condo-
minium complex, was not en-
titled to snow and ice removal by
the borough because she deemed
that the “area in question was
not a road but a driveway not
subject to the Municipal Services
Act.”

Residents of Garwood packed
the council chambers to express
their disapproval of a $3.2-mil-
lion bond proposal to build a turf
field. They argued against un-
dertaking more debt and that
the project only benefits a few.
The borough has about 4,000
residents. The added debt would
average about $1,800 per prop-
erty owner. The council never-
theless voted to proceed, with a
final vote coming at a meeting in
August.

W.B. Snyder Company, was
awarded the contract at the price
of $1,870,000.

OCTOBER:
Garwood

The zoning board approved a
certificate of non-conformity for
a two-family house at 99 Oak
Street, which is located in a
single-family zone (R/A zone).

Since joining the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) in April,

Cranford
Democrats took the majority

on the Cranford Township Com-
mittee with the victory by Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr., 5,327, over
Republican W. Scott Mease,
4,648. Democrats will have a 3-
2 edge, thus commanding the
mayor’s seat come January. Re-
publican David Robinson, the
current mayor, did not seek re-
election.

State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and
Union County Freeholders held a
Hurricane Sandy recovery infor-
mation session in the Roy Smith
Theater of Union County College
in Cranford. The session followed
a town hall forum with Asm.
Bramnick serving as the mod-
erator. Questions from the audi-
ence were referred to FEMA rep-
resentatives, as well as insur-
ance experts who were present.
Garwood

Garwood’s membership in the
organization has grown to 26
businesses.

Assemblyman Bramnick met
with area residents at the Dunkin’
Donuts to discuss residents’ con-
cerns following the aftermath of
Hurricane Sandy. Mr. Bramnick
said PSE&G crews were in
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to start res-
toration of power to homeowners
and businesses in those towns.

Democrats William Nierstedt,
with 896 votes, and Ann Palmer,
with 849, defeated GOP incum-
bent Tim Hak, 753, and new-
comer Mike Martin, 731, to win
two seats on the borough coun-
cil. Democrats come January will
now have a 4-2 majority on the
borough council with a Republi-
can mayor, Patricia Quattrocchi.

The borough council introduced
a $275,000 bond ordinance to
authorize the acquisition of capital
items for borough departments.

The borough’s zoning board ap-
proved an application from Powell’s
Properties for a site plan for its
roofing business to occupy an ex-
isting structure and to construct a
900-square-foot, two-door ga-

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
2012-11-08: WAITING GAME...Area residents wait in line for gas last week at
the Hess station on North Avenue in Garwood. Gas supplies dwindled as stations
were depleted or had no power to pump the gas.

Year In Review: July Through November
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Letters to the Editor
We Need Real Reform Of Our Mental
Health And Criminal Justice Systems
What I believe is needed in this

country is a dose of common
sense. From airport security, to
military service, to “gun con-
trol,” we should take a close look
at what they do over in Israel.

Most of what we do in America
is “security theater.” We make
things look secure, feel secure,
but do very little to actually se-
cure them. Case in point: The
TSA.

What the horrible events in
Newtown should prove to us,
besides the obvious fact of a
completely broken public mental
health system, is that it is long
past the time to replace theater
with actual security.

Am I talking about “armed
guards in schools?” No, I’m talk-
ing about armed cops in every
school, involved with and help-
ing direct a larger overall secu-
rity plan. The police are only part
of it, but it’s as good a place to
start. Every school in the nation
should have School Resource Of-
ficers in it. SROs are fully trained
and equipped police officers, who
work in the school and are part of
the staff engaged in teaching our
children not only book knowl-
edge, but how to actually live in
this crazy world.

Then we have to accept that no
matter what security measures
we put in place, we will not be
able to save everyone from a
determined attacker or group of
attackers, ones who will likely
know the security procedures
because they will be a student at
that school we are trying to pro-
tect or will have done extensive
planning prior to the attack. We
can only make sure they know
their cowardly attack will be met
with a quick and likely deadly
response, a response involving
bringing the maximum amount

of force and violence to the crimi-
nal or criminals and doing what-
ever it takes to stop them. Don’t
underestimate the power of this
kind of deterrence.

Instead of engaging in the use-
less gun control discussion going
between the media talking heads
and idiotic political hacks looking
for votes, engage in some real-
ity. The “assault weapons ban”
won’t stop one single “bad guy”
from shooting something up if
that’s what he wants to do.

I am all for regulations on who
can purchase, own or carry fire-
arms. I do not see the need for
the average person to have an
AK-47 or an AR-15. I think train-
ing should be required for any-
one who wishes to have a “con-
cealed carry” permit. I do not
believe anyone but the police
should be carrying firearms in
plain view. But we are truly kid-
ding ourselves if we think “ban-
ning” certain types of weapons
will do anything, but add years to
prison sentences after the fact of
the people that use them ille-
gally and manage to survive the
obvious response from law en-
forcement.

We can go over and over what
happened in Newtown, and in
every other place in America
someone has committed a hor-
rible act of mass murder, and we
will never figure out why. We will
not be able to figure out how to
stop it once it starts, because our
response will always be as good
as the last incident. The best
defense to an active shooter is a
good offense and the use of the
proper police techniques to iden-
tify those likely to try it and
arrest them before they act.

We have to accept that we can-
not save every innocent once the
active shooter incident is in

The Cranford Township Com-
mittee has not adopted by-laws
for the past two years, yet at the
11th hour and at a special meet-
ing on December 17, 2012, they
adopted an ordinance calculated
to change Cranford’s form of gov-
ernment. Citing lack of accom-
plishments, election fatigue, and
absence of accountability as rea-
sons for the change, the commit-
tee fails to recognize that the
form of government is not the
villain, but rather that their failed
leadership is the true issue. Per-
formance of the individual office
holders would not change with a
different form of government. The
problem is not the structure; the
problem rests with the individu-

als holding elective office. This
self-evident truth escapes them.

Accomplishments are difficult
without an organization. The dis-
mantling of Cranford’s govern-
ment began early in 2011 with
the removal of Cranford’s CFO
and continued with the removal
of the township administrator in
the fall of 2011. Without con-
ducting a search for a qualified
candidate, the committee ap-
pointed an interim administra-
tor. In 2012, the committee com-
pounded that error by failing to
conduct a search for a qualified
permanent administrator. In both
cases, all commissioners followed
the mayor’s lead, or more accu-
rately, the “chairman of the Town-
ship Committee,” and unani-
mously went along. Now 15
months later, the town will hope-
fully embark on a serious search
for a highly-qualified adminis-
trator. It is unclear how a differ-
ent form of government would
have led to a different result.
Edison, Newark, and Hillside all
have forms of government dif-
ferent than Cranford’s, yet the
problems of governing seem to
be the same.

Elections are held every year in
Cranford, and that is a good thing.
To hold them less frequently
cedes even more influence to
politicians and to political bosses.
At a minimum, citizens expect to
vote annually in freeholder and
school board elections. The bur-
den of running for office is not on
voters; the effort must come from
candidates willing to educate
themselves on issues, knock on
doors, raise money, and spend
countless hours running a cam-
paign. Changing Cranford’s gov-
ernment only advances the power
and the agendas of politicians
and would be detrimental to the
town. A change would further
establish a politics whose pur-
pose is patronage.

progress, but we can limit the
number of victims if we get real
about security. We can only act
with some common sense, and
prepare ourselves based upon
the simple fact there are people
in this world who have no morals
and would not hesitate to hurt
good honest people either be-
cause they are mentally ill or
simply don’t care. Not everyone
is a nice person, and not every-
one can be “saved” or “helped.”
Some folks need to be locked up
and kept away from the rest of us
for the good of society. We need
real reform of our mental health
and criminal justice systems to
make sure this happens, and
someone needs to do something
about the corruption in all levels
of government before the soci-
ety crumbles from within.
These “active shooter” incidents
are an example of the bigger
things wrong in America, and all
the special laws in the world
aren’t going to help if we don’t
wake up and look in the mirror.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

The argument that there is no
accountability in the township
committee form of government is
hollow. Voters hold commission-
ers accountable for their actions
at the ballot box, but township’
employees are selectively held
responsible by the committee.
That failure is the commissioners’
responsibility and not the form of
government’s fault. There are
plenty of recent examples: fail-
ure to flag unpaid property taxes
which improperly allowed an ap-
plication for a drug treatment
facility to come before the plan-
ning board; disappearance of
documents; an alleged kidnap-
ping of a township employee by
the township; and apparent dis-
order in the bidding and awarding
of township contracts.

The Star-Ledger identifies poli-
tics as the root cause of dysfunc-
tion in Edison, pointing to the
police union using its political
muscle to help install a mayor
that will do its dirty work. De-
spite an investigation, “no one
was held accountable.” Another
article noted that New Jersey
“continues to lay claim to a politi-
cal culture of entrenched
cronyism and corruption that is
by its nature inimical to good
government.”

Accomplishments occur
through cooperation, and that is
not determined by form of gov-
ernment. Fewer elections do not
translate into less politics, but
rather fewer elections result in
the loss of citizen control. And
accountability needs to be de-
manded by office holders; it is
not dependent on the form of
government. The committee’s
first act of 2013 should be to
adopt by-laws, and its second
act should be to repeal the ordi-
nance on changing Cranford’s
form of government.

Mark Smith, Former Chair
Cranford Township Committee

*** Cranford Should Adopt By-Laws, ***
*** Repeal Changing Form of Government ***

REFORM CONTINUED


