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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Synchronization was well in
tact for the sixth-seeded
Plainfield High School Cardinals
boys basketball team, but it was
virtually non existent for the
14th-seeded Cranford Cougars
in their 56-33 loss in the second
round of the Union County Tour-
nament at Rahway High School
on February 13.

With the exception of senior
forward Stefan Fedorchak’s lay-
up after junior guard Tommy
Trotter’s assist at the beginning
of the game, the Cougars were
shaky in the first quarter and
even more out of sync in the
second quarter and never recov-
ered for the remainder of the
game.

“We didn’t hit shots in the first
half. We thought we could
weather the storm. That’s what
our coach tells us to do. We just
couldn’t hit shots today. Some-
times they go in. Sometimes they
don’t. We got stopped in the
second half. We couldn’t convert

on offense, and it killed us,” Cou-
gar senior center Reggie Green
said.

Green was guarded closely by
Cardinal big men Denzel Chris-
tian and Ahmad Baker, and along

with Wade Brown and Donzel
Johnson controlled the boards
on both sides of the court. The
Cardinals were also disrupting
nearly every play the Cougars
attempted to set up with their

quick hands, which led to turn-
overs and fast-break lay-ups.

“They are pretty athletic. They
have big kids. They are hard to

FEDORCHAK BUCKETS 10 POINTS; TROTTER SCORES 7 POINTS, GREEN PUTS IN 6 POINTS

Cardinal Boys Soar, Ground Cougars in UCT Hoops, 56-33
box out. It was hard to hit shots
when we were not getting any-
thing. When we are not getting
anything, we can’t hit shots,”
Green said.

The Cougars have been known

for their ability to bang six-to-
eight 3-pointers a game but not
this time. Senior guard Chris Wills
(3 rebounds, 3 assists, steal) hit
the Cougars’ first 3-pointer in
the third quarter, while Trotter
and Matt Smith each hit one in

the fourth quarter. Trotter hit all
seven of his points in the fourth
quarter and finished with three
assists and six rebounds.

Fedorchak (3 rebounds, blocked
shot, assist), who led the team
with 10 points, sank six of the
Cougars’ 10 first-quarter points
and Green, who finished with seven
rebounds and a steal, rolled in the
other four. Johnson scored seven
of his 14 points in the quarter.

The Cardinals went on a thiev-
ing spree and won the second
quarter, 18-6, to take a 30-16
lead at the half. Baker bucketed
eight of his 11 points in the quar-
ter, while Brown hit five points.
Fedorchak, Green and junior John
Oblachinski each hit for two points.

The Cardinals stretched their lead
to 45-23 by the end of the third
quarter and the thefts and domi-
nance under the boards were ap-
parent. Oblachinski and Fedorchak
each sank a 2-pointer and Wills
nailed his 3-pointer. Johnson
scored six points and Brown added
five more points. Trotter scored
the first seven of the Cougars’
points in the final quarter and
Smith hit the other three.
Cranford 10   6   7 10 33
Plainfield 12 18 15 11 56
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGARS’ LEADING SCORER…Senior forward Stefan Fedorchak, No. 22, led the Cougars with 10 points in the
Union County Tournament game against Plainfield in Rahway on February 13.
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of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More key bouts went in favor
of the home team, and the
sixth-seeded Cranford High
School wrestling team wound
up on the short end of a 39-27
score against the third-seeded
Parsippany Hills Vikings in the
semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Group 2, Section 2 Tour-
nament on February 13.

The 20-5 Cougars advanced
to the semifinal round after
crushing Orange, 60-9, in the
first round.

“This year has been a year of
firsts for Cranford, the first time
we wrestled an overnight out
of state trip, the first time in a
very long time we beat Roselle
Park, the first time to get 20
wins, and the first time since
2001 to win a sections match.
I am really proud and happy for
this team. This is a special year
that the seniors will never for-
get,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

The match against the Vikings
began at 126-lbs where Rob

Fornini claimed a 7-1 decision
over freshman Andrew
Tompkins. Sophomore Gavin
Murray amassed a technical fall
over Kyle Bota at 132-lbs to
give the Cougars a 5-3 team
lead. At 138-lbs, Viking Chris-
tian Signorelli pinned Diego
Castro in 1:39 then Cougar jun-
ior Corey Birch pinned Justin
Kim in 1:46 at 145-lbs to put

HWT. EL-KHOURY WINS BIG MATCH, MARKOVITCH PINS; COUGARS FINISH WITH 20 WINS

Parsippany Hills Matmen Top Cougars in Section Semi, 39-27
Cranford back on top, 11-9.

Cougar Niko Capello jumped
up to 152-lbs but dropped a
close, 5-2, decision to Sam
Mual. Senior Jimmy Dwyer
grabbed a 15-2, majority deci-
sion at 160-lbs over Steve
Stringas. Viking Mike Weiss won
by technical fall over Matt
DiMartino at 170-lbs then se-
nior Corey Markovitch bumped
up to 182-lbs to pin Jim
McGinley in 2:43 to give the
Cougars a 21-17 lead.

Cougar Rob Kessler had a

tough bout with Nicholas D’Uva
at 195-lbs but fell short, 7-3.
After Steve Hill defeated Jeff
Weiss, 6-0, at 220-lbs the Vi-
kings led, 23-21.

“The match was a close one
all the way through. It wasn’t
the coin toss that got us. We
got every match up that we
wanted. We just fell a little
short in a few spots. We couldn’t
get the pins in spots and didn’t
finish well in others, but as a
team, I was very proud of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

All Photos are a Courtesy of Cranford Resident Bill Tompkins for The Westfield Leader

Probitas Verus Honos

Bill Tompkins for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING AN END TO THINGS…Jon El-Khoury earned a huge victory when he pinned Adrian
Macko in 3:06 to give the Cougars a 27-23 lead.

Bill Tompkins for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST LIKE AN ANACONDA…Cougar Corey Markovitch, top, puts the squeeze on Viking Jim
McGinley in his 182-lb bout and comes up with a pin in 2:43.

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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way we wrestled,” Coach
Gorman said.

Cougar sophomore heavy-
weight Jon El-Khoury earned a
huge victory when he pinned
Adrian Macko in 3:06 to give
the Cougars a 27-23 lead.

“One of the highlights for me
was that our heavyweight went
out and pinned their guy who
was 20-5. Jon El-Khoury has
wrestled well all year and has
been flying under the radar, but
producing a lot of team points
for us. He is someone we can
always rely on. This year he is
23-6 with 13 pins and it’s a
direct result of the hard work he
puts in each day,” Coach
Gorman said.

From that point, however, the
Vikings took control of the Cou-
gar freshmen in the three lower

weight classes. At 106-lbs, Jeel
Patel earned a 13-2, majority
decision over Chase Gunther.
Reed Osterman pinned Nick
Scaramuzzi in 59 seconds at
113-lbs, and Aric Imhoff pinned
Dave Busch in 2:17 at 120-lbs.

“In addition to having a very
supportive group of parents and
fans, I think that a key to the
success is that the kids are
having a lot of fun and that
helps in every aspect. But we
both know that there is still
work to be done and lots more
wrestling to be had before this
season is over,” Coach Gorman
said.

The Cougars will be compet-
ing in the District 11 Tourna-
ment held in Westfield this Fri-
day and Saturday, February 22-
23. The key teams will be
Westfield, Cranford, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Brearley,
Rahway, Elizabeth and the Lin-
den Tigers, who won last year.

Par. Hills Tops Cougar Matmen

Probitas Verus Honos

Cougar Corey Birch – 145-lbs Cougar Gavin Murray – 132-lbs

Winningest Cougar Wrestling Team
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Third seeded Governor
Livingston got the drop very
early and successfully threw the
second seeded Cranford High
School basketball girls off their
game to roll to a 36-27 victory
in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament at
Rahway High School on Febru-
ary 18.

The 19-4 Highlanders, with
the presence of Erin Ferguson
and Mallory George under the
boards, had a strong influence
on turning the 16-8 Cougars’
shooting game to ice. In the
meantime, George scored four
points and Ferguson rolled in
two, while teammate Alisa
Cranston banged a 3-pointer to
give the Highlanders a 9-2 lead
before a timeout was called with
4:02 left in the first quarter.

The two rivals have played
twice before, and the Cougars
had the upper hand, but both
games were low scoring, so that
9-2 deficit added another prob-
lem to the equation, the need to
play catch-up.

Cougar seniors Jess McCoy and

Kaitlin McGovern (3 steals, 2
blocks, tipped pass), who fin-
ished with six points, began driv-
ing to the basket, but the High-
landers won the first quarter,
11-6. The very closely guarded
McCoy could not find daylight
and neither could her team-
mates against a tenacious de-
fense in the second quarter that
the Highlanders won, 9-2, to
command a 20-8 lead at the

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEMMED IN BY HIGHLANDERS…Senior forward Jess McCoy, No. 20, has no opening in the Union County
Tournament semifinal game against the Governor Livingston Highlanders in Rahway on February 18.

half. McCoy was held to just two
points but had more success in
the second half to finish with 12
points to go with her six re-
bounds, three steals, blocked
shot and an assist.

“Our outside shots have been
a little bit shaky and we have

been working on getting the
ball inside. We really didn’t do
that much in the first half. Sec-
ond half we did better,” Cougar
Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

The urgency of a catch-up
game, that caused the Cougars
to yield numerous turnovers in
the first half, waned quite a bit
in the second half and at one
point in the third quarter they
cut the Highlanders’ lead to five

McCOY SCORES 12 POINTS (8 IN FOURTH QUARTER), MAUCIONE NETS 7 POINTS, GOELLER 6

Governor Livingston Lady Highlanders Get the Jump
On Cranford Cougar Girls in UCT Semifinal Round, 36-27

points, 22-17. Unfortunately for
the Cougars, Cranston sank a
free throw then nailed a 3-
pointer at the buzzer to stretch
the lead to nine points. Cougar
Carly Maucione (4 rebounds,
blocked shot) hit five of her
seven points in the quarter.

“We did a much better job the
second half, but at that point
when you are down a lot, it’s
hard against a good team to
bounce back so much,” Coach
Dyer said.

Foul trouble played a major
role also. Goeller, who finished
with two points and three as-
sists, drew her fourth foul in the
third quarter then McCoy and
McGovern drew their fourth fouls
in the fourth quarter.

“We got into foul trouble and I
think our girls were afraid they
were going to get called for a
foul, but we fought to the end.
We didn’t stop trying. They are
a very good team, and it’s hard
to beat a team three times,”
Coach Dyer said.
Gov. Livingston 11   9   6 10 36
Cranford   6   2   9 10 27
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New Jersey Devils 5, Philadelphia Flyers 3 – February 15 – Photos by Jim O’Connor – njsportpics.com
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