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McCOY SINKS 20 POINTS, WISCHUSEN SCORES 16 POINTS, MAUCIONE BUCKETS 15 POINTS

Lady Cougar Cagers Cage Linden Lady Tigers, 69-58
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four Cougars in the starting
five hit double figures in scoring
and the other sank eight points
as the 13-4 Cranford High School
girls basketball team rolled past
the 10-8 Linden Lady Tigers, 69-
58, in Cranford on January 29.

Senior forward Jess McCoy led
the Cougars with 20 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, and pulled
down eight rebounds. Senior
point guard Jenna Goeller netted
10 points, including a pair of 3-
pointers, and guard Kerry
Wischusen put in 16 points, in-
cluding two 3-pointers, and
added three steals. Senior for-
ward Kaitlin McGovern rolled in
eight points and had eight re-
bounds, including three offen-
sive. Mairead McKeary came off
the bench and contributed two
steals and a rebound.

Cougar forward Carly Maucione

was quite effective under the
boards defensively and offen-
sively with four blocked shots
and 15 points, but she also stung
the Tigers from the outside with
three 3-pointers.

Unlike in their 32-26 loss to
Roselle Catholic on January 24
where their shooting was nonex-
istent in the first quarter and
turned to ice in the fourth quar-
ter, the Cougars were on fire

offensively throughout the game
with the Tigers.

“It’s probably the most for me
this year. Last game, we came

out really weak and were not
ready to play. Today, we had a lot
of assists and worked together on
offense,” Maucione said.

What really did make the Cou-
gars’ offensive success so pos-

sible were their 23-team assists.
McCoy dished out eight assists,
Wischusen had six, Goeller had
five, and McGovern had three,
while Maucione added one. Their
proficiency with assists not only
translated to easy lay-ups un-

der the boards, but also nine 3-
pointers.

“When everyone is making
shots, and everyone else is tak-
ing shots, you yourself want to
take shots and the assists just
makes us that much better. We
do struggle when we are off in
our shooting. We can play well
the entire game, but when the
shots are off, it’s close,” Maucione
said.

The Cougars jumped on the
Tigers early to grab a 22-6 first-
quarter lead. McCoy contributed
eight of those points and Goeller
sank five. Although they had a
slow start, the Tigers stepped up
their offense and played on a par
with the Cougars for the remain-
der of the game. Guard Destiny
Jenkins sank 12 of her game-
high 25 points in the second quar-
ter, which the Tigers won, 18-10,
to shrink the Cougars’ lead to 32-
24 at halftime.

Maucione sank seven points and
Wischusen sank six in the third
quarter that the Cougars won,
17-16. McCoy added the other
four points. Jenkins sank eight
more points, while forward Jada
Lewis and guard Nah Quisia
Robinson each netted four points.

With the score 49-40 entering
the fourth quarter, McGovern
rolled in a lay-up and Wischusen
and Goeller followed with 3-point-
ers to stretch the Cougars’ lead
to 57-40. But Lewis came alive
and sank 12 of her 23 points the
rest of the way. Fortunately for
the Cougars, McCoy hit a pair of
2-pointers, Maucione nailed a 3-
pointer and a 2-pointer, and
Wischusen swished a 3-pointer.
Linden   6 18 16 18 58
Cranford 22 10 17 20 69

Probitas Verus Honos
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Cougars!
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IT TAKES A THIEF…Cougar Kerry Wischusen, No. 32, swipes the ball from the grasp of a Tiger. Wischusen had three
steals and also sank 16 points and had six assists in the 69-58 victory over Linden.

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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BONACUM NETS 25 POINTS, OBLACHINSKI PUTS IN 14 POINTS; GREEN GRABS 11 REBOUNDS

Cougars Bang 3’s, Defeat Raider Boy B’ballers, 58-44
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Reggie Green’s effec-
tiveness under the boards and
accurate shooting from beyond
the perimeter was prevalent in
the Cranford High School boys
basketball team’s 58-44 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
Scotch Plains on January 31.

Green pulled down 11 rebounds
and added three blocked shots
and a steal, while sinking six
points and contributing three
assists for the 6-10 Cougars.
Additionally, four different Cou-
gars combined to hit eight 3-
pointers to make it very difficult
for the 6-11 Raiders to defend.

“Reggie Green was tough down
low and with their solid 3-point
shooting, they were tough to
cover both inside and out. Every
time we would get close, they
would hit a big three to pull
away,” Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty said.

“We blew them out last time.
We knew we played very well
that game, so we didn’t want to
be complaisant and just let them
off. We had to work hard, be-
cause this team is pretty good.
We had a good three days of
practice, and we did a lot of
scrimmaging with each other.
We came in, played strong, ev-
eryone contributed, so it came
out pretty good, Green said.

Raider senior forward Tom
Bonacum turned out to be effec-
tive in nearly every aspect of the
game. Bonacum also had 11 re-
bounds, but he was also very
dangerous offensively under the
board, from mid range and from
beyond the perimeter. He fin-
ished with a game-high 25
points, which included three of

the Raiders’ six 3-pointers.
“I was playing against him since

I was in middle school. We knew
he was their best player. He can
shoot the ball a lot, so we knew
every time he gets the ball to

get a hand up so he doesn’t
score,” Green said.

Junior forward John
Oblachinski led the Cougars with
14 points and contributed six
rebounds and a steal. Matt Smith

bucketed 12 points, including
three 3-pointers. Point guard
Tommy Trotter netted a pair of
3-pointers, as did Chris Wills.
Stefan Fedorchak sank nine
points, Luke Christiano banged

a 3-pointer and Mike Guariello
hit a 2-pointer.

Raider senior guard Kevin
Raszka nailed a pair of 3-point-
ers and added four assists, two
steals and three rebounds. Point
guard Xavier Noel-Brooks had
four points, three assists and
three steals. Quaryee Bull had
two points, three rebounds, a
blocked shot and a steal. Josh
Amato netted seven points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer.

The Raiders began with a sys-
tem of crosscourt passing, but it
turned out to be ineffective as
the Cougars scored the first 13
points of the first quarter, which
included two straight 3-pointers
from Smith. Bonacum scored the
Raiders’ only four points, and
the Cougars carried a 15-4 lead
into the second quarter.

Bonacum got hot in the second
quarter and scored eight points,
including a put-back, to slightly
narrow the Cougars’ lead to 25-
16 at the half. Trotter and Wills
each banged a 3-pointer in the
quarter.

Bonacum scored the first five
points early in the third quarter to
cut the Cougars’ lead to 25-21,
but Oblachinski sank nine of his
points, and Trotter hit another 3-
pointer. Bonacum finished with
eight points, including a pair of 3-
pointers, and Raszka swished two
3-pointers in the quarter, which
ended in a 16-16 draw with the
Cougars leading, 41-32.

Smith started the fourth quar-
ter with a 3-pointer then
Bonacum answered with a 2-
pointer and a 3-pointer, but the
Cougars went on an 11-0 run to
put the game out of reach and to
bring in the substitutes. Amato
sank all seven of his points in the
final two minutes.
Cranford 15 10 16 17 58
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd   4 12 16 12 44

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD SCRAMBLE FOR THE BALL…Cougar senior Stefan Fedorchak, front, and Raider Quaryee Bull scramble for
the ball near the sideline in Scotch Plains on January 31. The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 58-44.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Cougar Matmen Rip Pioneers,
Win 2 Matches in Quad Meet
The 19-4 Cranford High School

wrestling team defeated the New
Providence Pioneers, 58-16, on
February 1 then defeated Saddle
Brook, 66-11, and South
Brunswick, 45-28, before bow-
ing to undefeated River Dell, 39-
26, on February 2.

Against the Pioneers, Jeff Weiss
(220-lbs) pinned Pat Morris in
4:00. Rob Kessler (195-lbs)
pinned Kris Castaldo in 1:00.
Dave Busch (120-lbs) pinned Dan
Zimmerman in 3:19. Andrew
Tompkins (126-lbs) pinned Pe-
ter Byrnes in 3:56. Gavin Murray
(132-lbs) pinned Dave Adams in
3:48. Niko Cappello (145-lbs)
pinned Dave DiBenadetto in 3:13.
Corey Birch (152-lbs) won by 15-
0, tech fall over Brayden Provan
in 6:00. Jim Dwyer (160-lbs)
teched Jacob Jankow, 15-0, in
5:02. Corey Markovitch (170-lbs)
decisioned Joe Ciarrocca, 7-2.
Matt Russo (182-lbs) decisioned

Luke Sammarone, 5-1.
Murray (132) pinned Saddle

Brooks’ Sean Pezzuti in 3:04.
Nick Frediani (138) beatAidan
Burgoyne, 8-3. Birch (145)
pinned Nick Jacobson in 1:23.
Cappello (152) pinned Eric Schlett
in 3:56. Dwyer (170) pinned Sean
Lynch in 5:51. Markovitch (182)
beat Zach Hunko, 6-5. Kessler
(195) pinned Jake Rossnagel in
1:07. Weiss (220) pinned John
Vachon in 34 seconds. Heavy-
weight Jon El-Khoury pinned Nick
Pallino in 1:48.

Against South Brunswick, Busch
(120) beat Jake Daniel, 5-2.
Tompkins (126) pinned Lexuss
Luongo-Hyatt in 3:21. Murray
(132) pinned Abdullah Al-Shujairi
in 1:15. Birch (145) pinned Aaron
Samuel in 1:20. Dwyer (160)
pinned Tyler Schwarz in 1:09.
Markovitch (170) pinned Mike
Fucito in 29 seconds. Weiss (220)
pinned Carson Hess in 3:59.

Tompkins (126) defeated River
Dell’s Chris Kallensee, 8-2.
Murray (132) pinned Ryan Mulroy
in 58 seconds. Dwyer (170) beat
Alex Kim, 8-1. Markovitch (182)
pinned John Arancio in 4:19.
Weiss (220) won a 13-3, major-
ity decision over John Buller. El-
Khoury (Hwt) won a 14-0, ma-
jority decision over Joe
Longobardi.

STATE SECTIONAL TRACK CHAMPS…The Cranford High School girls winter track team won the 2013 North 2,
Group 2, State Sectional Championship at the Bennett Center in Toms River on February 4. Ashley McGuire, Regine
Hunter, Jenna Ellenbacher and Laura Van Horn set a meet record in the 4x400 with a time of 4:07.6. Bryanna Grant won
the pole vault with a height of 8-6 and the 55-hurdles in 8.66.

North Jersey, Group 2, Section 2 Track Champions

Cougar Cagers Defeat
New Brunswick, 59-50
Senior Reggie Green rolled in

19 points and pulled down 16
rebounds to lead the 7-10
Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team past New Brunswick,
59-50, on February 2. Stefan
Fedorchak netted 13 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer. John
Oblachinski sank 11 points. Chris
Wills netted seven points.
Cranford 14 21 11 13 59
N. Brunswick 15 15 10 10 50

S. Brunswick Defeats
Lady Cougars, 59-50
The South Brunswick High

School girls basketball team got
20 points from Danielle Padavano
in a 59-50 victory over Cranford
on February 2. Jess McCoy led
the Cougars with 21 points, in-
cluding four 3-pointers. Carly
Maucione scored 11 points, in-
cluding three 3-pointers. Kaitlin
McGovern had 10 points, Jenna
Goeller had a pair of 3-pointers
and Kerry Wischusen added two
points.

Farmer Cagers Burn
Lady Cougars, 43-39
The Union High School girls

basketball team set back the
Cranford Lady Cougars, 43-39,
in Union on January 31. Adora
Moneme led the 12-7 Lady Farm-
ers with 13 points. Jess McCoy
and Jenna Goeller (two 3-point-
ers) each sank 10 points for the
Cougars. Kaitlin McGovern scored
seven points, Carly Maucione and
Kerry Wischusen each netted five
points, and Hannah DeMars
added two points.

Summit Cagers Defeat
Cougar Boys, 68-54

The 15-2 Summit High School
boys basketball team got 19-point
performance from Ba’Shawn
Mickens in a 68-54 triumph over
Cranford in Summit on February
5. Stefan Fedorchak netted 13
points, John Oblachinski scored
12 points, Tommy Trotter nailed
three 3-pointers, and Regie Green
added six points.
Cranford 10 12 17 15 54
N. Brunswick 22 16 16 14 68

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Lady Cougars Startle
Raider Cagers, 50-29
The Cranford High School girls

basketball team stopped Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 50-29, in
Cranford on February 5.

Read complete story in the
February 14 issue of The
Westfield Leader.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood/Hanover Park Wrestling – by Jim O’Connor njsportpics.com

285lbs – Anthony Tufaro 152lbs – Dein Rice

182lbs – Matt Ridge 145lbs – Dom Natale
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood/Hanover Park Wrestling – by Jim O’Connor njsportpics.com

132lbs – Brian Lapham

285lbs – Anthony Tufaro

132lbs – Brian Lapham

152lbs – Dein Rice132lbs – Brian Lapham
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Local Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: The following,
edited for brevity, is a letter sent
to state Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21, Westfield).

******
Union County Prosecutor

Theodore Romankow is up for
re-appointment. My argument
is below asking Governor Christie
to select someone else.
Romankow has turned his de-
partment into his own fiefdom,
allegedly dispensing political fa-
vors at will. No one should be
above the law, and selectivity
and political connections should
not be considered in delibera-
tions of whether to prosecute or
not.

1) Age: He is past the manda-
tory age of retirement, which in
itself is a major factor.

2) Outside political favors: In
February 2006, Union County
Undersheriff Joseph Cryan had
an ex-girlfriend stalking him.

Romankow sent 13 prosecutor
agents to tail the ex-girlfriend
down to Trenton to arrest her. In
May 2006 New Jersey State As-
sistant Prosecutor Debra Stone
noted that this was a dispropor-
tionate amount of manpower for
a fourth-degree stalking charge.
In February 2010, state Judge
Maenza stated this case should
not have been handled in Union
County.

3) Non-prosecution 1: In No-
vember 2011, the Union County
DPW uncovered a multiple theft
of chainsaws. The public found
that Freeholder Scanlon’s son
was interviewed as the main
suspect. Romankow’s investiga-
tion is now over one-year-old

and he claims it is still ongoing.
This stonewalling could be oc-
curring because it is a
freeholder’s son.

4) Non-prosecution 2 —
Musicfest: Through 2005 to
2011, Union County Manager
George Devanney, who is the
nephew of Senator Ray Lesniak,
sponsored a large gala musical
program he personally devel-
oped. After many years of pres-
sure from the public to investi-
gate possible tax money abuse,
the prosecutor investigated the
2010 event five months later.
Despite finding $15,000 hidden
in a county safe, another
$100,000 hidden in a third en-
tity, deposits of multiple
amounts just under the $10,000
threshold that triggers financial
reporting to the IRS, the pros-
ecutor concluded that nothing
criminal occurred and it was only
lax paperwork. Residents then

uncovered an additional $37,000
“lost” dollars never accounted in
the report. With thousands of
hidden dollars, one would think
that Romankow would investi-
gate into other years to find a
possible pattern of criminality.
He stopped short and for all this
misuse not one person was held
accountable.

5) Questionable employees:
Romankow’s second in com-
mand, Mr. Cernades, Jr was iden-
tified as a satellite figure in a
June 2009 New York Investiga-
tor General [NYIG] report on
Waterfront corruption. It ap-
pears Mr. Cernades abused his
power to retrieve privileged in-
formation for a family friend who

was under investigation by the
NYIG. Upon questioning by the
NYIG investigators, he denied
it, but then when confronted
with evidence to the contrary,
admitted to the truth. Mr.
Cernades still works as second
in command.

6) Retribution —
Generatorgate: A watchdog
group, the UCWA has consis-
tently criticized the prosecutor
department over many years.
In Hurricane Sandy, the UCWA
by undisclosed source reported
that 16 Union County employ-
ees took home generators. The
County Police started the inves-
tigation but Romankow took it
over. Then the UCWA started
getting threatening letters and
a subpoena from Romankow.
Romankow had uncovered four
suspects but instead of pros-
ecuting them, he decided to fo-
cus on the UCWA who stated
they would only give the infor-
mation to the state AG, since
there is a trust issue. His depart-
ment has generated over 150
pages in a case against the
UCWA. This should be remanded
to the state level since there is
sufficient prejudice to warrant
it. Romankow won’t budge in his
vendetta.

7) Romankow, in handling a
large department, spends re-
sources on vendettas and [ca-
ters to] political friends.

His department should be in-
vestigated by higher authori-
ties. These allegations compro-
mise the department’s integrity
when it comes to future court
cases brought forth.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Theodore Romankow Should Not Be
Reappointed as County Prosecutor

Floraphile to Welcome
Conservancy Speaker
CRANFORD – The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will host
a special presentation entitled
“Four Season Gardening” on
Tuesday, February 19, at 12:30
p.m. at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue in Cranford.

A member of the Greater New-
ark Conservancy will discuss gar-
dening throughout the year. As
always, guests are welcome. For
more information on upcoming
events of the Floraphile Garden
Club of Cranford, contact Mary
Ellen at mecrafts@verizon.net.

Probitas Verus Honos

POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Monday, January 21, Kevin D.
Brevard, Jr., 27, of Plainfield was
issued a summons for driving while
on the suspended list. He was
released with a pending court date.

Wednesday, January 23, Chris-
topher Plaia, 27, of Garwood was
arrested and charged with bur-
glary and theft to a business on
the 100 block of North Avenue.
Plaia was released after posting
bail with a pending court date.

Friday, January 25, Bryan A.
Taveras, 18, of South Plainfield
was issued a summons for driving
while on the suspended list. He was
released with a pending court date.

Saturday, January 26, Sivan
Merom, 29, of Wanaque was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He was
transported to the Union County
jail in lieu of bail. Police made the
arrest while investigating a suspi-
cious motor vehicle parked on the
200 block of North Avenue.

Tricky Tray Benefit
On Tap Tomorrow

GARWOOD – The Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS) will host
its second annual Tricky Tray
event tomorrow, Friday, Febru-
ary 8, from 6 to 10 p.m. at The
Westwood, located at 438 North
Avenue in Garwood. TEDS serves
children ages 2½ to 13. Tickets
are $40 per person and include
both a dinner and $15 worth of
raffle tickets. A cash bar will be
available.

“We have some very exciting
items in this year’s Tricky Tray,
including a 39-inch flat-screen
TV, a Nook reader, Calvin Klein
and Vera Bradley purses, L’Eau
D’Issey perfume and a wide va-
riety of gift baskets,” said Dr.
Korine Dankowski, TEDS direc-
tor. “Proceeds from the evening
will go to resurface the Trinity
Episcopal Day School playground.
We invite all adults to join us for
a fun evening for a great cause,”
Dr. Dankowski added.

TEDS is accepting new students.
For additional information about
the school, call (908) 276-2881,
e-mail teds205@gmail.com or
visit tedscranford.org.

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold
their Lenten Fish Fry by Thistles
on Friday, February 15, from 6 to
8 p.m.

This year’s event will feature
baked fish, for those who cannot
eat fried, as well as the tradi-
tional fried fish; chicken also will
be available.

Tickets are $12 in advance,
$15 at the door, and $10 for
children under age 12. Partici-
pants may dine in or take their
meals out.

Tickets can be obtained at the
Knights council hall weekdays
after 4:30 p.m. or on weekends
after 2 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-9809 or Den-
nis Clark at (908) 247-5389.

The Garwood Knights of Co-

lumbus is located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood, across from
the PathMark store. Parking is
available in the back lot, off of
Willow Avenue.

Garwood Knights Set Lenten Fish Fry


