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l'ennemi du journaliste

WF’s HESS HITS 14 POINTS, COUGARS OBLACHINSKI SINKS 19 POINTS, TROTTER 14 POINTS

Blue Devils Survive Cougars’ Charge in Basketball, 50-49
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Senior center Dave Kane made
a rebound of a Cougar shot as
time ran out to allow the Westfield
High School boys basketball team
to survive a second-half surge
from Cranford to earn a 50-49
victory in the season opener in
Westfield on December 20.

Sophomore guard Parker Hess
led the Blue Devils with 14 points,
including three 3-pointers, while
sophomore Chris Boutsikaris net-
ted 10 points, including a pair of
3-pointers. Ben Schuman had a
strong three quarters and buck-
eted 10 points, while grabbing
five rebounds.

Both teams had members from
their respective football teams
and their physical presence was
quite apparent under the boards.
Blue Devils Kane and Chris
Sweeney (4 points) each pulled
six rebounds, and Cougars Jack
McCaffrey (2 points) and Luke
Christiano (2 points) grabbed six
and four rebounds respectively.
Senior center John Oblachinski,
who was the quarterback on the
football team, led all scoring with
19 points and pulled down eight
rebounds. Senior guard Tommy
Trotter finished with 14 points,
three steals and three assists.

“It was rough down there. I
kind of boxed out. There was a
lot of pushing and shoving. You
just got to out-physical them.
Basketball players, football play-
ers know how to compete. When

you compete out there, this is
the type of game you get,”
Schuman said.

Interestingly, unlike last year
when the Cougars were known
as a heavy 3-point shooting team,
it was the Blue Devils, who came

out banging down the 3-point-
ers. Hess sank all three of his
distance shots to catapult the
Blue Devils to a 13-7 first-quar-
ter lead.

“Parker hit his stroke early. He
hit three in the first quarter and

we went from there,” Schuman
said.

Shuman rolled in four of his

points in the second quarter and
Boutsikaris added a 3-pointer to
his 2-pointer, while Dylan Elliott
(5 points, 2 steals) topped it off
with a tip-in to up the Blue Devils’
lead to 28-17 at the half.
Oblachinski sank four free throws

and a lay-up to finish the half
with 10 points.

Trotter gave the Cougars their
first 3-pointer at the start of the
third quarter and added another
3-pointer with 2:30 on the clock

to cut the Blue Devils’ lead to 39-
35. Schuman hit a 2-pointer and
Dylan Elliott sank a free throw,
while Cougar Mike Guarriello (6
points) hit a free throw to end the
quarter, 42-36, in favor of
Westfield.

After Boutsikaris banged a 3-
pointer at the beginning of the
fourth quarter, the Cougars put
on the pressure and forced turn-
overs. Oblachinski rolled in a lay-
up, Trotter converted a steal to a
lay-up and Guarriello nailed a 3-
pointer. Midway through the
quarter, the Blue Devils were
leading by five. Oblachinski and
Trotter each sank lay-ups as did
Boutsikaris and with 1:53 re-
maining, the lead was cut to
three.

Guarriello sank a 2-pointer to
make the score, 50-49, with 31.9
remaining. The Blue Devils’ de-
fense held off for 10 seconds
before a timeout was called. For
21.8 seconds, the Cougars were
looking for an opening, did not
find a good one but had to take a
shot that Kane rebounded at the
buzzer.

“They hit shots. We really didn’t.
They played really good defense
in the first half. We weren’t able
to score much. We happened to
fight back in the second half, and
we had an opportunity to win,
but we couldn’t get it done to-
day,” Oblachinski said.

“I think we played hard out
there. It was a hard-fought game.
We stuck with it at the end and
pulled it out,” Schuman said.

“We definitely worked hard. It’s
early in the season. They are a
good team to play first, but we
will improve. I think we are going
to do alright this year,”
Oblachinski said.
Cranford 13 15 14   8 50
Westfield   7 10 19 13 49

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MANEUVERING THE BALL…Cougar Mike Guarriello, No. 3, works the ball around to set up an open shot in the
thriller against the Westfield Blue Devils on December 20. The Blue Devils held on to win, 50-49. See next page.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Westfield Blue Devils Survive Cranford Cougar Surge to Win Basketball Thriller, 50-49



LEADER/TIMES SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading 
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!

You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 
about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 
reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 
week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 
coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Here’s WHy :

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New subscriber renewal

One year – $33 Two years – $62 Three years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     state: Zip:

Phone:    email:

CC#:

exp. Date:   sec. Code:

signature:
Cut coupon and mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 

Or call 908.232.4407. subscriptions are pre-paid and non-refundable.

Cash Check
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2013 Year In Review: January Through May
JANUARY
Garwood

Bill Nierstedt, a 25-year Garwood
resident, took his seat on the dais
of the borough council 10 years
after his initial attempt to serve.
Mr. Nierstedt and his running mate,
Ann Palmer, took the oath of office
during a swearing-in ceremony.

The debate over the Garwood
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) was
reignited with borough council
members sparring over the exact
cost to taxpayers and Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi twice having to gavel
the more than hour-long work
session to order. Councilman Jim
Mathieu accused Mayor
Quattrocchi of having misquoted
the price of the $3.2-million project
and refusing to correct herself.

Cranford
Newly elected Township Com-

mitteeman Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. was elected by the township
committee to serve as mayor for
2013, and Edward O’Malley was
elected as deputy mayor.

FEBRUARY
Garwood

Victor DeFilippo resigned from
the borough council. The resigna-
tion was made effective at noon,
seven hours before the work ses-
sion for that night’s meeting. The
following meeting, council mem-
bers chose not to discuss or pub-
licly introduce the candidates for
the seat. Despite the subject of
the nominations being listed on
the published agenda, none of the
council members responded to
Mayor Quattrocchi’s request for a
motion on the issue.

Cranford
The township committee intro-

duced an ordinance setting out
the process for establishing his-
toric districts and encouraging the
preservation of landmarks within
Cranford.

The mailing of the annual sewer
bills was delayed due to ongoing
problems with a new computer
system, which involved matching
addresses with water company
records.

MARCH
Cranford

The Cranford Township Com-
mittee heard the last round of
reports by department heads pre-
senting their tentative budgets
for 2013. The preliminary munici-
pal budget was $34,292,514, rep-
resenting an increase of
$322,476, or 0.95 percent, over
2012. A total of $21,303,085
would be raised in taxes, an in-
crease of $460,343, or 1.96 per-
cent, over the previous year.

The township committee ap-
pointed an expert in legal ethics to
look into whether there were any
conflicts of interest in having the
former township attorney and his
law firm represent the township in
two significant housing develop-
ment matters, as the firm’s ties to
the developers were being ques-
tioned.

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office sponsored the first state-
wide Autism and Law Enforce-
ment Training Program for police
officers, criminal justice profes-
sionals and other first responders.
The all-day program attracted 300
officers from New Jersey and be-
yond. State government officials,
including Attorney General Jeffrey
Chiesa and state Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), both addressed the
crowd.

Garwood
Republicans gathered for the

Union County GOP Convention at
The Westwood in Garwood to show
their support for Governor Chris
Christie. The governor was in at-
tendance and addressed the
crowd.

At the Garwood Borough Council’s

meeting, it was announced that
residents would face a 3.31-per-
cent property-tax hike under the
2013 proposed municipal budget.
The increase would amount to $95
per $100,000 of assessed property
value. The proposed $5.797 mil-
lion in tax revenues would go to
fund a $7.7-million budget – nearly
$200,000 higher than the 2012
spending plan.

Former Republican candidate
Steven Blaufeder was unanimously
approved by the borough council
to fill the seat vacated by the
resignation of Victor DeFilippo.

Borough school board members
unanimously adopted a tentative
$8.5-million budget, which trans-
lated into a $95.33 school-tax hike
per home assessed at $100,000.
The $7.1-million tax levy is
$192,000 more than the previous
year’s revised $6.9 million. While
the hike exceeded the 2-percent
cap allowed by state law, it falls

under the maximum when spe-
cial-education instruction and
health benefits for school employ-
ees are exempted – enabling it to
be passed without requiring voter
approval.

APRIL
Cranford

The township planning board
amended its Master Plan to com-
ply with a December 9, 2011 court
order issued by state Superior
Court Judge Lisa Chrystal. The
move would bring Cranford into
compliance with the New Jersey
Fair Share Plan with a housing
element. The move would allow
the township to appeal the deci-
sion made by Judge Chrystal to
allow Cranford Development As-
sociates (CDA) to build 360 apart-
ments at 215/235 Birchwood Av-
enue. The decision was rendered
in favor of the CDA when it sued
the township using a builder’s-

remedy lawsuit.

Garwood
Council members adopted a

$7.4-million budget – nearly
$275,000 higher than the previ-
ous year. Borough residents would
see their taxes increase 3.31 per-
cent, or $95 per $100,000 of as-
sessed property value.

MAY
Garwood

Borough Council members ap-
proved an ordinance on second
reading, requiring residents to
place leaves in biodegradable bags
or in containers 32 gallons or less.
The measure, which ended the
Department of Public Works’
(DPW) practice of vacuuming
leaves left in the streets by resi-
dents, passed by a 4-2 tally, with
Council President Sara Todisco and
Councilman Steve Blaufeder op-
posing the ordinance.

Cranford
Approximately three dozen resi-

dents, mostly from Cranford, came
out to a Westfield Town Council
meeting to object to the rezoning
of 206 Springfield Avenue and
several other parcels of land to
allow for future development of
affordable housing.

Sunnyside Senior Housing, LLC,
owned by Ray Rodgers, will con-
struct 24 units, four of which will
be set aside as affordable hous-
ing. The majority of the residents
who spoke out against the rezon-
ing and pending development on
Springfield Avenue were residents
of Cranford, whose homes border
the property.

Many of the residents cited con-
cerns about water run-off, traffic
implications and changing the look
of their neighborhood. Several of
the residents also said the previ-
ous owners, who sold the property
in 2004, would not have sold the
property to Mr. Rodgers if they
had known his intent.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
13-02-14: COLD WEATHER FUN...Area residents enjoy a day of sledding
in Unami Park in Cranford on Saturday after a blizzard blanketed the area
in snow.
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Comedy Event With Carney
To Benefit Friendly Sons

GARWOOD — A special com-
edy fundraiser to benefit the
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick
Union County will be held on
Thursday, January 2, beginning
at 8 p.m. at the Crossroads,
located at 78 North Avenue in
Garwood. Doors will open at 7
p.m. The event will feature a
celebrity-style roast of come-
dian Joe Carney from The Dumb
Kids in the Back (DKITB).

Mr. Carney’s comedy career be-
gan at the Jersey Shore over 15
years ago. Since then he has
performed in numerous clubs and
bars such as Stand-up New York
on Broadway, the historic Pips in
Sheepshead Bay and the Stress
Factory in New Brunswick, and
can be seen regularly at his
“home” club, the Crossroads in
Garwood. He also has been cast
in television shows and films.

DKITB has been performing

short-form improv live in the New
York/New Jersey area for years,
with a style similar to the pro-
gram “Whose Line Is It Anyway?”
To learn more about DKITB, visit
dumbkidsintheback.com.

As a registered 501(c)(3) chari-
table organization, the Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick Union County’s
purpose is to encourage college
education for young men of Irish
descent and to support worthy
charitable organizations. For
more information, visit
friendlysons.site.aplus.net.

Tickets to the event are $10
per person. Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance at
ticketfly.com or
crossroadsatgarwood.com. Tick-
ets also will be available at the
door. Food and beverages can be
purchased separately. For more
information, call (908) 518-0323
or e-mail info@xxroads.com.

Bright Beginnings Kids
Send Cheer to Troops
CRANFORD — The children of

The Arc of Union County’s Bright
Beginnings Child Development
Center in Cranford recently helped
spread some holiday cheer to the
men and women of the various
branches of the United States
Armed Services.

Using paint, paper and their two
little hands, the 58 pre-school
children made very unique hand-
print holiday greeting cards.
Teachers and staff agreed that it
was a terrific project for the chil-
dren, as it allowed them to bring
holiday cheer and to say thank
you – in their own way – to the
incredibly brave men and women
who are serving their country and,
as a result, have not seen their
families in a long time. The hope
is that these cards and personal
messages will ultimately bring a
little touch of home to these men
and women.

For more information about The
Arc of Union County, visit
arcunion.org.

FESTIVE ARRANGEMENTS...The Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford’s
holiday centerpiece workshop took place at the Cranford Community Center on
November 19. This hands-on workshop was led by Pamela Newell, front row,
second from the left. During the club’s Tuesday, January 21 meeting, from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. at the Community Center, the club will watch a video entitled Great
Gardening Tips.

Photo courtesy of Gino Jannotti
ALL ABOARD...Families board the Santa Trolley on Saturday in Cranford
for the 15-minute ride through town with Santa Claus. The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce hosted the event, attended by approximately 500
adults and children who took advantage of the free trolley ride, which also
featured Christmas carols.

Floraphile Garden Club
Is Seeking New Members

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
(flower lover) Garden Club of
Cranford is looking for new mem-
bers, and is inviting those who
love to garden or who are inter-
ested in learning how to garden,
to join the organization.

Founded in 1950, Floraphile has
been an active and integral part
of the Cranford community for
more than 60 years. Members
participate in many workshops,
presentations and garden tours.
The club also is involved in mul-
tiple community service projects,
including horticulture therapy,
community cleanup and beatifi-
cation programs.

Anyone interested in learning
more about the Floraphile Gar-
den Club of Cranford is invited to

come to the club’s Tuesday,
January 21 meeting, from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. It will take place at
the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue.

Attendees will watch a video
entitled Great Gardening Tips.
This video will demonstrate vari-
ous money-saving and innova-
tive tips for growing healthier
plants and tackling many com-
mon garden problems.

For information on joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or upcoming events,
contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net. Individu-
als also may like the club on
Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.

It was a pleasure seeing the fire
truck decorated with colored
lights, escorting Santa’s sleigh
through the streets of Garwood
last Sunday (December 15,
2013). Watching my boys’ reac-
tion to their first encounter with
Santa was heartwarming, to say
the least; a lifelong memory for
my wife and me.

Thank you for creating that
“small town” feeling and lasting
memories for the families of
Garwood. As a son of a retired
fireman and brother of a current
one, the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment served their community
members well.

David M. Duelks
Garwood

Thank you, GW Mayor
Fire Dept. for Santa

Letter to the Editor


