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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduating three very talented
athletes may convince some op-
posing teams that this year’s
Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team is going to struggle,
but the Cougars could very well
surprise those Doubting
Thomas’s.

Last year, “four” was a charm
for the Lady Cougars when they
seized the initiative from the start
and held on to defeat the 23-5
Governor Livingston Highlanders,
56-51, for the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Championship in
Berkeley Heights. The Cougars
also defeated the Highlanders
twice during the regular season
and finished with a 20-9 record.

The concern would be the gradu-
ation of forward Jess McCoy, point
guard Jenna Goeller and center
Kaitlin McGovern, who were in
the varsity rotation all four years
and amassed an 87-27 record
and two sectional titles. McCoy
sank 1,276 career points and
was the team’s “chief thief”.
Goeller was the assists and 3-
points leader, and McGovern was
a key rebounder and team leader
in blocked shots.

“We did graduate three amaz-
ingly talented girls, who were
also extremely good leaders on
the floor. We have a lot of young
talent on this year’s team, and
we do have with the older girls,
who are returning, who have been
with the experienced players and
know what it feels like to win the
state section and what it feels

like to have a 20 plus win season.
We are extremely athletic. We
are extremely quick and very
talented, so I am excited about
this year,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars have seven
seniors on the squad and the
experienced players are guards
Kerry Wischusen and Mairead
McKeary and forward Carly

Maucione.
“Kerry and Carly and Mairead

have definitely stepped up this
year as big time team leaders,
showing the younger girls what
needs to happen, being very talk-
ative and making sure things get
done and people are focused,”
Coach Dyer said.

Maucione displayed offensive
and defensive skills, finishing with

144 points, 116 rebounds and 42
blocked shots last year.
Wischusen scored 106 points,
including 16 3-pointers, and

RETURNING VETERANS ARE KERRY WISCHUSEN, CARLY MAUCIONE, MAIREAD McKEARY

Lady Cougar Cagers Return Athletes, Quickness, Talent
grabbed 98 rebounds. She also
added 44 assists.

McKeary’s primary strength was
her dogged defense although she
did score 52 points and had 32
rebounds, 24 assists and 23
steals.

“She’s definitely tough on ‘D’
and even in our scrimmages the
way she’s been getting herself
open on offense and taking it to

the basket has been amazing,”
Coach Dyer said.

Two senior athletes from this
year’s soccer team, Hannah
DeMars, a guard, and forward
Megan Pringle, both with varsity

experience last year, will also
add team quickness. Seniors Jes-
sica Casale, who played on the
varsity softball team, and
Anastasia Caulfield, both guards,
will add depth, as well as junior
guards Erin Meixner and Jennifer
Carovillano.

In addition four sophomores
from the Junior Varsity team that
won the Union County Tourna-
ment title should present a posi-
tive impact with guards Lindsey
Pace, Cerys MacLelland and Sa-
rah Ross, and forward Hannah
Ross.

“I am excited about Lindsey
Pace. She was the point guard
for JV. Our JV team won the
counties last year, so they also
know what it feels like to win.
Sarah Ross played with us last
year, didn’t get much playing
time but still a contributor. And
Cerys was on JV. They are nice
girls and hard workers. They are
natural basketball players, so
things come naturally to them,”
Coach Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars will host Gov-
ernor Livingston tomorrow, De-
cember 20, at 7 p.m. but will also
be keeping tabs on some of their
other Union County competition.

“I think Roselle Catholic is go-
ing to be very good. They have
Tori [Pozsonyi] in their post then
they have a Tobey sister, who is
also good. New Providence has
their point guard Sidney to help
them. I think we are going to be
a big surprise to people, be-
cause people look at us that we
graduated three girls who were
very good, that we may struggle
a little bit. I think they are going
to be surprised,” Coach Dyer
said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR LADY COUGAR CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: Hannah DeMars, Mairead McKeary, Carly Maucione,
Megan Pringle, Kerry Wischusen and Jessica Casale. Not in photo Anastasia Caulfield.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 7...Ashleigh
Poszyler, a varsity bowler, bowled a 629 series, leading the Cougars to a 5-2
victory over highly touted Rahway last week. Ashleigh bowled a team high of
235 in the pivotal second game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Swimmers, sophomore Hale Jae-
ger and junior Julie Byrne, have been selected Cougar athletes for the week
ending December 14. Jaeger was a double winner in the 50-yard freestyle and the
100-yard butterfly against Piscataway. Byrne broke the 100-yard freestyle
record against Union Catholic earlier this season, shattering the 1992 record by
0.28 seconds.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning
board last Thursday began a
hearing for expansion of 325-
331 South Avenue by applicant
Land of NJ, Inc., which sought
site plan approval with variance
relief for the demolition of the
existing greenhouse and single-
family home to provide for the
expansion of the existing mixed-
use building consisting of first-
floor retail and second-floor
apartments.

Currently, the building has three
rental units on the second floor,
and a Chinese take-out restau-
rant, a nail salon, a wireless re-
tail store and a vacant retail
space.

The expansion would include
retail of the same type on the
ground level and added apart-
ments on the second floor, said
Nicholas Tsapatsaris, president
of Land of NJ.

“I plan to do the same type of
retail, but much more improved
of what exists today,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.

He also suggested that part of
the ground-level expansion could
work as a café.

Board member William
Nierstedt said he liked that con-
cept; however, restaurants re-
quire additional parking.

The applicant sought eight vari-
ances, of which lack of parking
was heavily discussed. The ap-
plication requires 39 parking
spaces be provided, where the
plan proposed includes 18, of
which one is handicapped.

“The parking spaces are just
adequate for the retail,” Board
Chairman Steve Greet said.

Mr. Greet asked if the applicant
had inquired about leasing park-
ing spaces from neighbors. Mr.
Tsapatsaris said he has tried, to
no avail.

The applicants proposed 14
rental units, with 11 being one-
bedroom, two being studios and
one being a two-bedroom unit.
The one-bedroom units ranged
from about 480 to 550 square
feet. There currently are three
apartments.

Board members Kathy Villaggio,
Mr. Neirstedt and Gene Jannotti
all said they thought the units
were too small, and suggested
having less units and making
them larger. This also would
lessen the impact on the parking
variance.

The borough’s code says this
type of building would require
60-percent lot coverage, which
in doing so, said Mr. Tsapatsaris,
“is impossible to provide suffi-
cient parking.”

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he also
purchased the adjacent green-
house and home at 325 South
Avenue with the “hopes to ex-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MAKING HIS ROUNDS...The Garwood Fire Department escorts Santa Claus
through the streets of Garwood on Saturday.

Garwood Planning Board Hears Plan
To Expand South Avenue Building

pand,” but, he said, “in the mid-
90s there was no parking re-
quirement.” He is a licensed ar-
chitect and planner.

“In the majority of cases, my
tenants have one car, not two,”
Mr. Tsapatsaris said.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
asked if the renters use the rail
service, would the tenants’
parked cars compete with the
retail parking during the day.

Mr. Tsapatsaris rebutted that
currently, one of his tenants has
one car and one person drives to
school, while the other takes the
train to work.

The board also commented on
the current upkeep of the prop-
erty. “You owned the property
for 20 years and have not done
any upgrades. The property, in
my opinion, has not been aes-
thetically pleasing,” Mr. Greet
said.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CF Hopes to Have Hillside
Liner Installed By January

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee last week announced
that Conrail has given its ap-
proval for the township to install
a tubular liner that would make
the Hillside tunnel, also known
as the Kanishka Pass, safe for
pedestrians and school-aged
children to cross through the
tunnel.

The township had been wait-
ing since September to get the
go-ahead. Children heading to
the Hillside Avenue School use
the tunnel to go to and from
school, thereby avoiding the
busy Centennial Avenue.

In the interim, the township
had installed a temporary
boardwalk through the tunnel
to help counteract the danger-
ous conditions caused by wa-
ter, mud, and wind leaking
through cracks in the tunnel.
Prior to the installation, the
township had closed the tunnel
because of unsafe conditions.
Conrail also has applied epoxy
in the areas it thought were
leaking; however, it continues
to leak.

Once the liner is installed,
should the tunnel leak, the wa-
ter would run down between the
tunnel and the liner and flow to
the outside and into a drain sys-
tem, Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr.
told The Westfield Leader.

The township is on the hook to
pay a $10,000 use fee to Conrail
that it was unaware of when
setting up a new contract with
Conrail. Mayor Hannen said this
fee was negotiated down from
$30,000.

“At least we can give the kids a
safe, dry tunnel,” Mayor Hannen
told The Leader. “Hopefully, be-
fore they get back from winter
vacation.”

The township had accepted the
$150,000 bid by Fletcher
Creamer to perform the work on
the tunnel. Since then, the con-
tractor has taken on other work,
and the township is now scram-
bling to get Fletcher Creamer to
install the liner before school
starts back up in January.

A colored conceptual drawing
of the streetscape was presented.
“I consider this a downtown
model,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said.
The new expanded lot would be
100 feet deep by 150 feet in
width. Mr. Tsapatsaris also pro-
posed a six-foot-high vinyl fence
on the rear lot line.

On the westerly side of the new
addition, he proposed that the
building extend to the lot line
with no setback. The code re-
quires a 10-foot side-yard set-
back.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ proposals also
did not provide landscaping
around the fenced-in trash area
in the rear of the lot and land-
scaping along the back fence as
required. There also were light-
ing variances and other land-
scaping variances.

Residents who live behind the
property and next door, as well
as the Garwood Mall director of
management, asked the appli-
cant questions.

Resident Anthony Prieto, who

lives on Willow Avenue behind
the applicant’s property, asked if
the applicant would consider only
having eight or 10 rental units.

“No,” said the applicant. “There
would have to be an economic
reason.”

Mr. Prieto asked if he would
consider 12 units, as the board
alluded to. “I don’t know without
further analysis,” Mr. Tsapatsaris
said.

“I see on average 40 percent of
the parking spaces being occu-
pied,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said, when
asked by Mr. Prieto.

Resident Frank Kelly, who lives
next door, said the plan “is abso-
lutely gorgeous.”

Mr. Kelly did have concerns
with noise from the dumpsters
being rolled out in the early hours
down the path on the side of his
house that would disturb his fam-
ily sleeping. He also asked about
the lighting, and suggested he
change his plan to have lighting
on poles that lit toward the build-
ing with shields, and asked to

Garwood Board to Expand South  Avenue Building
have a fence on the side-yard
lines. Mr. Kelly said the trash
currently is brought out in front
of his property for pickup. The
new proposal has a private hauler
remove the garbage from the
rear trash area.

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he would
consider altering his current light-
ing plan.

The board will continue the
hearing on Wednesday, January
22, at 7:30 p.m. and expects to
hear testimony from a planner
and traffic expert.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SOUNDS OF THE SEASON...Carolers create a lively atmosphere in Garwood
on Saturday at a holdiday event during which the fire department pulled Santa
Claus on a sled throughout the borough.

It’s that time once again for
my annual “Please Recycle All of
Your Christmas Paper And Pack-
aging” letter. Remember, there
is no reason for the amount of
garbage we residents put out at
the curb for pickup the day after
Christmas to be any more than
usual. All of the wrapping paper
that we receive is just that –
paper – it all can and should be
recycled.

All of the cardboard toy and
gift box packaging is paper
too. That should also be re-
cycled. So can Christmas cards
and envelopes. (The cards can
even be reused for postcards!)
If we were to take a look at the
plastic wrapping around our
gifts, most of it (I’ll admit not
all) has the recycling symbol
and numbers inside it. This too
can and be should be recycled.
Remember, plastic comes from
oil. Recycle our plastic and
maybe we can reduce our oil
use, dependency, cost and

carbon imprint! Now that
Cranford and Garwood recycle
Styrofoam, you can even put
that packaging in with the re-
cycling! There is no reason for
our Christmas week garbage
to increase in any way.

In these days when we tax-
payers continue to complain
about high taxes, and we pay
for our garbage by weight and
volume, I urge all of us to try to
remember that the two thoughts
go together. If we reduce the
amount of garbage we gener-
ate, we pay less for it in our
taxes. We also become more
environmentally responsible and
caring citizens. Let’s see if we
can all also increase our recy-
cling efforts after Christmas this
year too. Save a tree! Reduce
air pollution! Make it an annual
habit! Merry Christmas and
Happy Holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Local Letter to the Editor

Recycling Christmas Card Paper,
Packaging Reduces Our Garbage

Probitas Verus Honos
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Weichert, Cervantes
Help Toys For Tots

CRANFORD — The Union office
of Weichert, Realtors and
Cervantes of Spain in Cranford
have decided to join forces to
help those who are less fortunate
through Toys for Tots. Anyone
who comes to Cervantes tomor-
row, Friday, December 20, with
an unwrapped new toy will re-
ceive a complimentary glass of
wine.

“I am so happy to help out this
great cause,” said Hector Alvarez,
owner of Cervantes. “I know how
important it is; that is why I was
so pleased when Jennifer Love,
manager of the Weichert Union
office, approached me with this
idea.”

Cervantes is located at 24 North
Avenue, East, next to the train
station. It is open from noon to
11 p.m.

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, in-
vites the community to celebrate
the joy of Christmas at services
designed for all ages on Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day.
The Reverend Dr. Carol A. Lind-
say, Calvary’s pastor, will preside
and preach at all services. Music
will be under the leadership of
Jeanne Elmuccio, organist and
choir director.

Three opportunities for family
worship will be available on Tues-
day, December 24, starting with
a young children’s Christmas Eve

Service at 5 p.m. This service will
include simple carols and the
telling of the Christmas story.

The 7 p.m. Family Service of
Holy Communion will feature the
children and youth of the con-
gregation in a dramatic presen-
tation of the Christmas story as
recorded in the Gospel of Luke.
Seasonal music at this service
will be accompanied by organ,
piano, trumpet, violin and bas-
soon.

The 10 p.m. Candlelight Ser-
vice of Holy Communion will fea-
ture seasonal anthems and car-
ols by the Calvary Choir and the

ROSELLE PARK — A borough
woman accused of setting fire to
her apartment and leaving her
2-year-old daughter unattended
inside earlier this year has been
indicted, acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park an-
nounced on Monday.

Murlande Colin, 27, is charged
with second-degree aggravated
arson and second-degree en-
dangering the welfare of a child.

The date was July 9 when the
building superintendent of the
Woodside Gardens apartment
complex in Roselle Park called
911 after spotting smoke com-
ing out of Colin’s home. Before
the arrival of first responders,
the superintendent and two

passersby entered the apart-
ment unit and found the young
victim alone in a bedroom, next
to a bed where a hot iron was left
smoldering atop of a pile of cloth-
ing.

The toddler was rushed to a
local hospital for treatment of
injuries. The superintendent also
discovered smoldering clothes
and other flammable items on
top of a lit stove in the smoke-
filled kitchen of the apartment
unit. Authorities located Colin in
a nearby town several hours
later, and a subsequent investi-
gation determined that she had
set the fire and left the scene.
She is facing a sentence of up to
20 years in prison.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SNOW DAY...The owners of a residence on the corner of Walnut Avenue and
Lincoln Avenue in Cranford offer free Christmas carol performances for the
community on Saturday.

Holiday Blood Drive with
The Celebration Singers

CRANFORD - As part of the
Celebration Singers 75th Anni-
versary Celebration, they will
be co-hosting a blood drive on
Sunday, December 29, from 1-
7 p.m. with a Celebration Sing-
ers member, Katie Gordon. All
are encouraged to donate
blood.

The event will take place at
the Cranford United Methodist
Church located at 201 Lincoln
Avenue East, Cranford. Email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com
with any questions about this
event. This blood drive is also
part of the Super Community
Blood Drive, so all donors will
be entered into sweepstakes
for Super Bowl tickets.

The Celebration Singers have
been entertaining audiences
within the tri-state area for 75
years. Our goal has been to
provide high-quality musical

programs that have a wide
range of musical styles, to pro-
vide musical education for au-
diences and members alike, and
most of all, to have fun in doing
it! The Celebration Singers have
seen some of the rewards of
this effort as they continue to
see members of the Youth Choir
from years past join the ranks
of the adult choir and become
music educators within the
communities.

Funding for the Celebration
Singers is made possible in part
by the New Jersey State Coun-
cil for the Arts, Department of
State, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

Probitas Verus Honos

** Calvary Lutheran Church **
Schedules Services For Christmas

Hand Bell Choir, accompanied by
organ, trumpet, flute and bas-
soon.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion with seasonal music will
be celebrated on Wednesday,
Christmas Day, December 25, at
10:30 a.m.

On the Sunday following Christ-
mas, December 29, at 10:30 a.m.,
Calvary will offer a Service of Les-
sons and Carols with Holy Com-
munion. There also will be a single
worship service at 10:30 a.m. on
Sunday, January 5.

The church will return to its
regular Sunday worship sched-
ule of 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
services on January 12.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the New
Jersey Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America,
serving the Cranford-Westfield
area and surrounding communi-
ties for 85 years.

Woman Indicted for Arson,
Child Endangerment


