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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The graduation of several su-
perstars like quarterback Reggie
Green, linebacker Nick Diaz and
Chris Folinusz may have been a
concern during preseason, but
this year’s Cranford High School
football team made amazing
strides to advance to the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semi-
finals and finish with a 7-4 record

“I like to believe that the work
that’s been done since we’ve been
here established a foundation of
a program that could tolerate
losing excellent players and step
up and demand excellence out of
our kids; 10 new starters on
offense, seven new starters on
defense. This is really the first
time that we faced this and suc-
ceeded. After the 2007 season,
we faced similar circumstances
and we went 3-7,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars’ losses were to
quality teams, Summit twice,
Ridge and Watchung Hills in the
season opener.

“The kids got better as the year
went on and they faced a very
tough schedule. Summit’s in the
finals. Ridge is in the finals and
the only other team is Group 5
Watchung Hills. When the kids
look back, they are going to real-
ize what they accomplished. It’s
a very big year for us to do what
we’ve done and be disappointed
that we were 7-4,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

With the identities of Green,
Diaz and Folinusz already in the
memory banks, the Cougars

needed to create their own this
season.

Coach Rosenmeier said,
“There’s a level of expectation
now, that there’s a certain way
that you play football. We know
if you are going to play line-
backer here, you better play like
Nick Diaz. The other thing that I
said to our kids was that these
guys weren’t ‘these guys’ until
they became ‘these guys’, which
is a confusing way of saying that
nobody knew who Nick Diaz was
until he became Nick Diaz. Now
we are going to be saying, ‘who
is going to be playing like Rob
Delsandro? Who is going to play
like Obo [John Oblachinski]? Who
is going to play like [Brian] Bruns?
Who is going to play guard like
Robert O’Shaughnessy?’ Who is
going to step in and be the next
Jack McCaffrey?’ “

As the starting quarterback,
Oblachinski created a great bal-
ance with the rushing and pass-
ing attacks. He carried 190 times
for 752 yards, including 10 touch-
downs (TD) and completed 57 of
116 passes for 1,065 yards and
12 TDs, while yielding two inter-
ceptions.

“Following Reggie Green was a
difficult thing to do. He was argu-
ably our best athlete this year,
and you can make an argument
that he was our second or third
best as a sophomore and a jun-
ior. He just happened to be be-
hind a kid, who played the same
position. We were able to be
more diverse in our passing be-
cause of what he was able to do
and the ability of our kids to

block. We had a McCaffrey step
up. We had a Dan DeLayo step
up. We had a Luke Christiano and
a Joe Norton. We had four guys
who could catch the ball plus
Donavin Walker, who could catch
it out of the backfield,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Junior running back Christiano
rushed for 523 yards, including
eight TDs and had 24 receptions
for 550 yards and seven TDs.
Christiano also amassed 326 yards
on kickoff returns. Walker, a jun-
ior, carried 112 times for 627
yards, including four TDs, and
had nine receptions for 106 yards.
He also completed two passes for
60 yards. Junior DeLayo had 80
rushing yards and had two recep-
tions for 57 yards.

Receiver McCaffrey had 17 re-
ceptions for 408 yards and five
TDs. Sophomore Norton grabbed
12 passes for 108 yards, and
junior Kevin Trotter had a 14-
yard reception. Senior Troy
Kettler hit 30 of 37 points after
TD and nailed three of four field
goals attempts.

Sophomore quarterback Jack
Shetelich proved his worth with
264 rushing yards, including
three TDs, and six completions
for 118 yards. He proved invalu-
able in the win over Delaware
Valley.

“Every quarterback for Cranford
since 2005 has been an all-star.
We put our best athlete there.
We were very fortunate that Jack
was able to step in when called
upon. Not only perform but per-
form well. You can make the
argument that he won the Dela-
ware Valley game for us, and on

defense, he was able to end the
Roselle game for us,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Defensively, Christiano led the
team in tackles with 108 and
interceptions with four. Trotter
had 88 tackles, an interception
and five pass knock downs. Co-
captain Delsandro had 67 tack-
les, two sacks and a fumble re-
covery.

“Trotter and Christiano were
our leading tacklers. Usually
that’s not good, but the way we
played defense with the 4-3 de-
fense, those guys are supposed
to make a lot of tackles. They are
going to be back, so that second-
ary is going to be tough to deal
with next year,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Sophomore linebacker Niko
Cappello made 60 tackles, junior
Colin Scanlon had 49 and an
interception. Steve Baglieri had
42 tackles, three sacks and a
fumble recovery. Bruns led the
team with five sacks. Donell
Amaker had 31 tackles and two
sacks. McCaffrey had 28 tackles
and three interceptions. Junior
Jake Matthews had 29 tackles, a
sack and two fumble recoveries.
O’Shaughnessy had 23 tackles
and a fumble recovery and junior
Nick Ballas had 20 tackles with a
sack.

“We have a lot of skill guys
back next year, and I am excited
about the fact that we have a lot
of skill guys back,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

OBLACHINSKI, CHRISTIANO LED TEAM ON OFFENSE; DELSANDRO, TROTTER ON DEFENSE

Cougar Gridders Improved Tremendously to Finish 7-4

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADER IN OFFENSE...Quarterback John Oblachinski, No. 12, rushed for
752 yards, including 10 TDs, and completed 57 Passes for 1,065 yards and 12 TDs.

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strength particularly in the up-
per six weight classes played a
major role in the Cranford High
School wrestling team’s 20-win
season and individual success
last year, but this season the
strength of the lineup should be
in the middle weights. But do not
count out the upper weights.

“We did graduate a lot of those
guys up top, but we do have
these guys, who have wrestled
before. We are looking for big
things, like [Rob] Delsandro had
a great year with the football
team as the captain. Mike Pastor
just picked it up last year, but he
wrestled all summer. I think we
are going to have a pretty nice
balance,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

Delsandro is expected to com-
pete at 170, while Pastor will fill

the 220-lb spot. Another football
player, junior Nick Ballas, will
occupy the 182-lb spot. Junior
Durlande Cobillos will be at 195
and veteran senior Jon El-Khoury,
who finished 25-8 last year, will
anchor the heavyweight spot.

“It was an extremely tough dis-
trict. Everybody in the region has
graduated, so Jon El-Khoury, I
don’t think there is any reason
that he can’t get down there
[Atlantic City — AC],” Coach
Gorman said.

Junior Gavin Murray, who had a
29-8 record his freshman sea-
son, placed second in the Union
County Tournament (UCT), first
in the district and third in the
region to qualify for AC at 132-
lbs to finish 35-8, bringing his
career won/lost record to 64-16.
Murray is expected to compete
at 145.

“Gavin wrestled down at AC

last year. We are hoping to get
him on the podium. At least him,
and hopefully some more guys,”
Coach Gorman said.

One individual who was kept
under the radar at the start of
last season was Niko Cappello,
now a sophomore, who made a
huge “bleep” when he placed
third in the UCT, first in the dis-
trict and finished 26-10 at 145.
He will compete at 152 this sea-
son.

“We kept him hidden for awhile
then everybody knew about him.
He had a great year last year and
a great year on the football field
as well. It’s nice to see these kids
have a great year on the football
field and then they just transition
into wrestling,” Coach Gorman
said.

Senior Cory Birch, who placed
third in the district and finished
24-14 last year at 152, will com-
pete in the 152/160 range.
Sophomore Andrew Tompkins,
who placed third in the district
and finished 17-14 at 126 last
year, has beefed up to the 145-
lb area.

“The kids we have in the middle
moved up in weight, so there’s
not too much of a log jam. Some-
times you get a lot of kids in the
same weight. This year, we have
one or two spots that we may
have to jump around a little bit,
but overall we are spread out
pretty nicely,” Coach Gorman
said.

The lower weights will be forti-
fied by six talented freshmen to
go with existing starters sopho-
more Chase Gunther (106), jun-
ior Nick Scaramuzzi (113), sopho-
more Dave Busch (126) and se-
nior Dave Ayala (132).

MURRAY, BIRCH, CAPPELLO TO LED WAY IN MIDDLE WEIGHTS; ELKHOURY AT HEAVYWEIGHT

Cougar Wrestlers Shifted Strength to Middle Weights
“The good news is that we have

all these freshmen coming in at
the lower weights. The PAL has
been producing over the years,
and now we are starting to see
big numbers coming in every
year. That’s something we look
forward to,” Coach Gorman said.

Freshman Chris Scorese is ex-
pected to compete at 120, along
with Tom DiGiovanni, and Brian
McGovern is expected to com-
pete in the 132/138 range.

“Every team loses kids. It’s good
to know we have that pipeline of
the PAL coming up. These six

freshmen all wrestled all sum-
mer long, 70 to 100 matches.
They all have experience,” Coach
Gorman pointed out.

Like last year, the Cougars will
jump right into the fire with fierce
competition to open their sea-
son.

“Last year we went out to Penn-
sylvania and wrestled Wyoming
Seminary. This year, we are go-
ing down to [Raleigh] North Caro-
lina. We are in a tournament, it’s
40 teams from seven states. We
are looking forward to that,”
Coach Gorman said.

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TOWARDS A.C....Cougar junior Gavin Murray, right, qualified
for Atlantic City last year and is looking forward to it this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING AT 152/160...Cougar senior Cory Birch, left, is expected to
compete at the 152/160-lbs classes this season.

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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Municipal Judge Inacio Faces
Disciplinary Action for Interceding

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Borough Munici-
pal Court Judge Antonio Inacio
is facing disciplinary action for
interceding in a judicial matter
involving the daughter of a
Garwood councilman. Judge
Inacio also serves as a judge for
Clark and Scotch Plains.

According to a complaint filed
December 3 by the state Advi-
sory Committee on Judicial Con-
duct and obtained by The
Westfield Leader, on January 29,
the councilman’s minor daugh-
ter was arrested in Clark, and
charged with possession of al-
cohol. The New Jersey Law Jour-
nal identified the councilman as
Lou Petruzzelli.

The girl and her mother ap-
peared before the Juvenile Con-
ference Committee (JCC), a con-
fidential court-approved diver-
sionary program for juvenile of-
fenders, to discuss her case.
After hearing testimony, the JCC
made a recommendation to the
Superior Court, Family Division
to resolve the matter “on the
condition of certain obligations
designed to aid in her rehabilita-
tion,” according to the complaint.

On February 1, 2013, Superior
Court Judge Robert Kirsch ap-
proved the recommendation and
ordered the councilman’s daugh-
ter to satisfy the terms and con-
ditions of the JCC recommenda-
tion, which included attending
two Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
meetings.

According to the complaint, on
the same day, the councilman
contacted Judge Inacio, who he
has known for 20 years, regard-
ing the AA meetings require-
ment. The judge “also volun-
teered to speak with Council-
man Petruzzelli’s wife and

daughter about the dangers of
underage drinking and driving”
while also inviting them to Clark
Municipal Court, where he serves
as judge. The judge spoke to the
minor in his chambers on Febru-
ary 27 “about his real-life expe-
rience with underage drinking
and driving.” The complaint
states that the conditions of the
February 1 order were not dis-
cussed.

Judge Inacio sent a letter to
the chairman of the JCC regard-
ing the matter, saying he met
with the councilman’s daughter
to educate her “on the conse-
quences of underage drinking,
driving while intoxicated, and
the ultimate consequence of
death.”

“By his conduct in composing a
letter on his official judicial sta-
tionary that identified himself as
a judge for the purpose of inter-
ceding in a juvenile matter over
which he had no jurisdiction and
attempting with that letter to

alter the terms of a court order,
[Judge Inacio] attempted to use
the power of his judicial office to
advance the private interests of
the daughter of the Garwood
councilman” which is in violation
of the state’s Code of Judicial
Conduct, according to the com-
plaint.

“By his conduct of interjecting
his judicial office into the JCC
matter in response to Council-
man [Petruzzelli]’s inquiry,
[Judge Inacio] also created the
appearance that he was attempt-
ing to carry favor with the coun-
cilman,” according to the com-
plaint.

It also was noted in the com-
plaint that the judge represented
the councilman’s company in
debt collection matters.

A call to Judge Inacio’s law
office on Monday was not re-
turned. Garwood Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi had no comment on
the story when reached Monday
night by The Westfield Leader.

CRANFORD — The Music Pro-
gram at St. Michael Church will
present “An Advent and Christ-
mas Service of Lessons and Car-
ols” this Sunday, December 15,
at 4 p.m. This program will fea-
ture the Choirs of St. Michael
Church, including the Parish Choir,
Handbell Choir, Youth Choir,
Schola Cantorum, Vocal Soloists
and The Atlas Brass Quintet. David
Bower is director of music and
organist.

The choral program will in-
clude the familiar carols “O Come
All Ye Faithful”; “A Maiden Most
Gentle” from a French traditional
melody; “I Saw Three Ships,” an
English traditional carol; “The

Cradle Song,” a John Rutter ar-
rangement of a traditional Flem-
ish carol, and additional pieces
that the audience may join in
singing. Both “The First Noel”
and F. Mendelssohn’s “Hark! The
Herald Angels Sing,” performed
with brass accompaniment, will
be part of the program.

The advent Gospel readings
will be presented by the Rever-
end Monsignor Timothy
Shugrue, pastor of St. Michael,
along with Reverend Robert
Gajewski and Reverend Wilson
Paculan, parochial vicars at St.
Michael. The church is located
at 409 Alden Street in Cranford
and can be reached at (908)
276-0360. A free-will offering
will be taken to support the
church’s music program.

CELEBRATING THE SEASON...The St. Michael Church Choir, pictured,
will perform during “An Advent Service of Lessons and Carols” this Sunday,
December 15, at 4 p.m. at St. Michael Church, located at 409 Alden Street in
Cranford. The program will feature multiple church choirs and the Atlas
Brass Quintet.

UNICO to Sponsor Day
Of Holiday Shopping

CLARK — Clark UNICO will
sponsor a Holiday Flea Market
and Gift Show on Saturday, De-
cember 21, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. This event will be held in-
doors and outdoors at Arthur L.
Johnson High School, located at
365 Westfield Avenue, off
Raritan Road, in Clark. Admis-
sion will be free.

More than 50 exhibitors will
feature quality merchandise for
sale, such as handbags, sports
collectibles, jewelry for all ages,
clothing, dollar items, gift items,
gloves and scarves, toys, per-

fumes, antiques and collectibles,
plus garage/tag sale items, all
at bargain prices. Food also will
be available.

JC Promotions, Inc., a fund-
raising company that is coordi-
nating this event, is offering
four free spaces to any school
organization that would like to
participate by having an exhibi-
tor space to sell their items
and/or promote their club. To
reserve a space or for more
information, call (201) 998-
1144 or e-mail
events@jcpromotions.info.

Probitas Verus Honos

St. Michael Church to Offer
Lessons and Carols Sunday
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment Monday
unanimously denied a variance
application for a six-foot-high,
closed fence on a corner lot.

Marcin Wojcik, of 2 Colin Kelly
Street, owns the residence on a
corner property at Colin Kelly
Street and Lexington Avenue.

Mr. Wojcik sought a variance
where a four-foot-high, open
fence is permitted. He presented
to the board a plan to place a six-
foot-high, closed white vinyl fence
extending from the front line of
his home on Colin Kelly Street
across to his lot line on Lexington
Avenue that would then extend
to the back lot line and go across
the backyard to the other side of
his home and extending back up
to the other side of the front of
his home. It would replace a
chain-link fence the applicant had

removed.
His neighbor, Rachel Katz, of

639 Lexington Avenue, opposed
the application, saying she was
concerned with safety and ap-
pearance. She said she would
not be able to see over the fence
when entering or exiting her
driveway. She thought a six-foot-
high fence would block her
sightlines of traffic. She also said
that aesthetically, a six-foot-high
solid fence “is not in character
with the neighborhood.”

Mr. Wojcik said there is a home
on the next corner that has a six-
foot-high solid fence.

Mr. Wojcik said he was seeking
a variance because he had con-
cerns with the safety of his chil-
dren playing in the yard with a
four-foot-high open fence. He
said it would give him “peace of
mind” to have a closed, six-foot-
high fence. He thought an open
fence could cause the children to

Cranford Board Discusses
Affordable Housing

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The planning
board at its workshop meeting
Wednesday passed a motion, 9
to 1, to send a letter to the
township committee requesting
the committee set up a process
to have the zoning officer, engi-
neer and other professionals be
in attendance at planning board
meetings.

Board Chairwoman Lynda Feder
said it was common practice to
have the zoning officer be in
attendance at the meetings.

Board member Rita LaBrutto
brought to the board’s attention
her research of Cranford’s afford-
able housing. Ms. LaBrutto said
Cranford has 37 credits attrib-
uted to group homes going back
to 1998 that are not accounted
for towards the township’s af-
fordable-housing credits estab-
lished by the Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) regulations.

These 37 credits are in addition to
85 surplus credits, she said, the
township has earned.

“There is nothing in writing ask-
ing these organizations for a deed
restriction,” Ms. LaBrutto said.

“Clearly Cranford has done its
part in affordable housing,” she
said. “Looking at this, we do
have our share of 140 units we
are on the hook for.”

“To me it is a big concern that
these were identified in 2010
and it is three years later…and
the town has spent no less than
$2 million chasing affordable
housing around over four years,”
Ms. LaBrutto said.

She was most concerned that a
letter has not been sent from the
township asking these group
homes for a deed restriction.

Attorney Phil Morin, who was
responsible to look at the afford-
able-housing plan, had not fol-
lowed up on the deed restric-
tions, she said.

“This is not protecting the town.
It is worth an outside person to
look at our affordable-housing
plan,” she said.

Also, recent developments, such
as 555 South Avenue, do not
have a deed restriction, she said.

There also were 31 additional
senior- housing units over the
100 that the township has been
given credit for, she said.

“There is a cap on the number
you are allowed to count,” said
Board Attorney Allen Barkin. “This
township’s plan was imposed on
the board by the court because
the township had no plan.”

The planning board approved a
motion, 8 to 2, to ask the town-
ship committee for an update of
the efforts made by the township
to obtain the documentation of
eligibility of the units that were
identified as potential affordable-
housing units existing within the
township versus the affordable-
housing plan.

UCC Gala Raises $200,000
For Student Scholarships

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Foundation held its 21st
annual gala on November 15 at
the Westwood in Garwood. Held
to raise money for scholarships
for students, the event raised
more than $200,000, which will
help further the core mission of
the college to provide students
with an affordable, accessible,
and quality education.

The evening began with a silent
auction that included 41 items.
This was followed by dinner, dur-
ing which a live auction of seven
“experiences” were sold. These
experiences included a trip to
Good Morning America and a back
stage tour, tickets to Broadway
shows, and vacation packages.

Student Representative Julia
Kovach spoke following dinner

about how the scholarships she
has received through the years
allowed her to remain a full-time
student and complete her degree
in two years. Following her speech,
an appeal for donations to support
the cost of tuition and books for at
least five students was held. This
led to over $50,000 in donations.

The Union County College Foun-
dation honored Union County
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
and Brian MacLean, vice-presi-
dent of operations for
Elizabethtown Gas. More than
300 people attended the gala
which was managed by a 12-
member committee of commu-
nity volunteers organized and
managed the event. The chair of
this year’s gala committee was
Suzanne S. Covine, Class of ’58.

SUPPORTING UCC... Union County College President Margaret M.
McMenamin, left, Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella and his wife,
Phyllis, pose for a picture at the Union County College Foundation 21st annual
gala held November 15 at the Westwood in Garwood. Over 300 people attended
the eent which raised $200,000 for the college.

stick their limbs through the gaps
and potentially break an arm,
while the shorter height would
mean balls would more easily go
over the fence, possibly causing
the children to exit the yard and
chase after it.

Landscaping was not part of
the plan, the applicant said, when
Board Vice-Chairman Jeffrey Pis-
tol asked. Mr. Wojcik later said
he would be amenable to land-
scaping should it be a condition
of the board.

Board Assistant Secretary Rob-
ert Bovasso said landscaping
would “buffer the appearance of
the fence.”

Board Chairman Ronald Marotta
said landscaping would “soften”
what he called “a stark white
wall.”

Board Secretary MaryAnn Hay
said the fence plan would give a
“fortress appearance.”

“I think a six-foot-high fence is
overkill, and I don’t see it as nec-
essary,” board member William
Montani said.

CR Zoning Board Denies Fence Application
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SALUTING OUR VETERANS...As part of her Gold Award project, Cranford Girl
Scout Jen Schneider recently welcomed four veterans to Cranford High School for
an assembly during which the veterans shared their experiences serving in World
War II and the Korean War with 350 students. Pictured with Jen, from left to right,
are veterans Michael Ferruicola, Pauline Pisinski, Gene Bieg and William O’Brien.

Jennifer Schneider Shines
Spotlight on Vets’ Sacrifices

CRANFORD — Jennifer
Schneider, a junior at Cranford
High School, has chosen as her
Girl Scout Gold Award project to
bring greater awareness to high-
school students of the sacrifices of

America’s older military veterans.
The Gold Award is the highest
award available in Girl Scouting.
Jennifer is the daughter of Kathy
Schneider and Brian Schneider.

Jennifer chose this as her Gold
Award project because both of
her grandfathers were World War
II veterans. Through her re-
search, she learned that New
Jersey has three facilities where
veterans can live. She connected
with the New Jersey Veterans
Memorial Home in Menlo Park
since it was the location closest
to her hometown.

Her project included an assem-
bly on November 14 that was
attended by 350 Cranford High
School students, who currently
are studying United States History
II. The veterans who attended
included Pauline Pisinski (World
War II Army); William O’Brien
(World War II), Gene Bieg (World
War II and Korean War); and
Michael Ferruicola (Korean War).

According to Jennifer, an espe-
cially interesting aspect of the pro-
gram was Ms. Pisinski’s take on
what is was like to be a woman
nurse serving in the war. The vet-
erans first introduced themselves
and spoke briefly. Afterward, they
answered a series of questions
from the students. The questions
ranged from “What was it like for
you at war?” and “How did your
family feel?” to “What kinds of
weapons were used back then?”

As the students filed out of the
auditorium, they shook the hands
of the veterans and thanked them
for coming. Additionally, the Choir
sang the National Anthem to open
the assembly and closed by sing-
ing “God Bless America.” The
veterans joined in the singing of
“God Bless America.”

“The whole experience so far
has been amazing and I cannot
wait for the next part of my
project,” said Jennifer.

Garwood
Tuesday, December 3, Aileen

Iosso, 44, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of North Avenue. Iosso was
asked to exit the vehicle to per-
form field sobriety tests, which
she failed, and it was determined
her blood alcohol concentration
was over twice the legal limit,
police reported. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters,
processed and released with a
court date.

Tuesday, December 3, Leah
Klotzke, 25, of Newark was
charged with eluding police after
an attempted motor vehicle stop
on the 400 block of South Av-
enue. According to police, after a
motor vehicle stop was initiated,
the suspect slowed down to al-
most a stop and then began to
speed away. Police continued
after the vehicle, attempting to
stop it, but the suspect failed to
yield and continued to accelerate
to dangerous speeds on Central
Avenue in Westfield, at which
time the pursuit was terminated
for safety reasons, authorities
reported. As a result of the sub-
sequent investigation, the sus-
pect was identified as Leah
Klotzke of Newark. A criminal
complaint was issued and bail is
set at $50,000, police said. At
this time the suspect is at large.

Tuesday, December 3, Joseph
Livingstone, 53, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI,
assault by auto and driving with a
suspended license after being in-
volved in an accident on the 400
block of South Avenue. According
to police, multiple 9-1-1 calls came
into police headquarters to report
that a white Ford van had rear-
ended another motor vehicle and
was attempting to flee the scene.
Police responded and found that
another motorist had removed
Livingstone from his van when it
was stopped in traffic at the inter-

section of South Avenue and Cen-
ter Street, police said. Livingstone
was unable to maintain his bal-
ance due to the level of his intoxi-
cation and was transported to
headquarters, where he was
charged with DWI and two crimi-
nal complaints for assault by auto
and driving with a suspended li-
cense as a result of multiple DWI
convictions, authorities reported.
Livingstone posted bail, which was
set at $5,000, and was released
pending a court date. The driver
of the second vehicle that was
involved in the crash reported
that she had received an injury to
her back and was treated at the
scene by the first aid squad, but
chose to transport herself to seek
further medical treatment, police
said.

The Garwood Police Depart-
ment will be cracking down on
drunk drivers as part of the an-
nual holiday season “Drive Sober
or Get Pulled Over” statewide
campaign. Begun December 6,
and running through Thursday,
January 2, 2014, local and state
law enforcement officials will con-
duct saturation patrols looking
for motorists who may be driving
while intoxicated.

The campaign is part of a con-
centrated national effort and
helps to raise awareness about
the dangers of drinking and driv-
ing through high-visibility en-
forcement and public-education
tools. Last year in New Jersey,
19 percent of all motor vehicle
fatalities were alcohol-related.
Nationally, during the combined
months of December in 2007-
2011, there were 4,169 people
killed in drunk driving crashes.

The Garwood Police Depart-
ment offers the following advice:
Take mass transit, a taxicab, or
ask a sober friend to drive you
home; Spend the night where
the activity is held; If you see an
impaired driver on the road, con-
tact law enforcement. Your ac-
tions may save someone’s life,
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and inaction could cost a life;
Always buckle-up, every ride. It’s
your best defense against an im-
paired driver; If you are intoxi-
cated and traveling on foot, the
safest way to get home is to take
a cab or have a sober friend or
family member drive or escort
you to your doorstep; Be respon-
sible. If someone you know is
drinking, do not let that person
get behind the wheel.

Weichert, Rosie’s Wine Bar
Team For Toys For Tots

GARWOOD — The Union office
of Weichert, Realtors and Rosie’s
Wine Bar in Garwood have de-
cided to join forces to help those
who are less fortunate through
Toys for Tots.

Anyone who comes to Rosie’s
on Monday, December 16, with
an unwrapped new toy will re-
ceive a complimentary glass of
wine. Josh Rosenberg, owner of
Rosie’s Wine Bar, has purchased
a special label wine for the event,
which also will be available for

sale by the bottle. He will then
donate 20 percent of the pro-
ceeds of the sale of that wine to
the cause as well.

“This is what the season is about
— stepping up to help when you
can,” said Mr. Rosenberg. “I was so
pleased when Jennifer Love, man-
ager of the Weichert Union office,
approached me with this idea.”

Rosie’s Wine Bar is located at
514 North Avenue in Garwood,
across from ShopRite, and opens
at 1 p.m. for happy hour.

Probitas Verus Honos


