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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience was something that
this year’s Cranford High School
boys soccer team needed to gain
quickly after graduating 14 from
last year’s squad. The Cougars
were put in a situation where
they had to pull up some kids
from the JV squad who did not
have a lot of varsity experience.
Unfortunately for the Cougars,
that experience took time to de-
velop, did not come quickly
enough and they took their lumps
to finish with a 5-13 record.

But their schedule, especially
with a very strong group of Union
County teams this season, had a
lot to do with the lumps. A num-
ber of those losses came off the
feet of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) champions, Eliza-
beth (UCT runners-up) and UCT
third-seeded Westfield.

“We had a disappointing sea-
son, ending with a record of 5-
13. After graduating 14 seniors
last year, the team lacked varsity
experience and size. This was
apparent in particular when fac-
ing fast, physical and experienced
opponents on our schedule such
as Scotch Plains, Elizabeth and
Westfield,” Cougar Head Coach
Greg Campbell said.

The Cougars did have some
bright spots, which included a 7-
1 first round victory over Roselle

Catholic in the Union County Tour-
nament, as well as a 6-4 win over
Linden on the Senior Night game.

The Cougars did, however, have
several individual bright spots,
beginning with senior center

midfielder Andrew Gee, who led
the team with 16 goals, while
adding four assists. Gee was se-

GEE LED WITH 16 GOALS, 4 ASSTS; CHRISTIANO NETS10 GOALS; TROTTER 6 GOALS, 6 ASSTS

Cougars Took Their Lumps in Boys Soccer, Finished 5-13
lected First Team All Watchung
Conference, Second Team All-
Union County and All State Hon-

orable Mention.
Senior forward and multi-sport

athlete Tommy Trotter, known
as “Mr. Hustle” terrorized oppos-
ing defenses and finished with

six goals and six assists. Trotter
was selected First Team All
Watchung Conference and All
Union County Honorable Men-
tion.

Junior midfielder Mark
Christiano finished second on the
team in scoring with 10 goals,
while contributing four assists.
Christiano was named an All
Watchung Honorable Mention, as
well as an All Union County Hon-
orable Mention.

Junior sweeper Erik
Monteagudo was a very impres-
sive force in the back and re-
ceived All Watchung Honorable
Mention and All Union County
Honorable Mention recognition.

The Cougars had two athletes
battling for the goalkeeper posi-
tion, but by the start of the regu-
lar season, sophomore Dominic
Meliado won the starting posi-
tion over senior Ian Hay. Meliado
was listed in the Top-25 in the
state with 170 saves.

The lumps that the young Cou-
gars experienced this season
may, however, translate to suc-
cess next year with the return of
Christiano, Monteagudo and
Meliado, who will anchor the
team. Also returning will be one
of their top players, Anthony
Maglino (presently a junior), who
missed the entire season to in-
jury.

“More varsity experience should
lead to increased success in 2014,
although the loss of nine more
seniors means that 2014 will see
plenty of new faces on the roster.
Possible division re-alignment
could provide the opportunity to
play more games against simi-
larly sized schools such as Sum-
mit, GL (Governor Livingston)
and Rahway, as opposed to Group
4 powers,” Coach Campbell said.

Probitas Verus Honos

MORE PHOTOS ON NEXT PAGE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR LEADING SCORER IN BOYS SOCCER…Cougar senior co-captain Andrew Gee, No. 20, led his team with
16 goals, while adding four assists.

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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Cranford Cougars Took Their Lumps in Boys Soccer, Finished Season with 5-13 Record
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Blue Devils ‘Stuff’ Cardinals, 34-0, in Annual Thanksgiving Day Football Classic

More photos on next page
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Blue Devils ‘Stuff’ Cardinals, 34-0, in Annual Thanksgiving Day Football Classic

More photos on next page
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Blue Devils ‘Stuff’ Cardinals, 34-0, in Annual Thanksgiving Day Football Classic



LEADER/TIMES SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading 
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!

You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 
about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 
reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 
week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 
coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Here’s WHy :

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New subscriber renewal

One year – $33 Two years – $62 Three years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     state: Zip:

Phone:    email:

CC#:

exp. Date:   sec. Code:

signature:
Cut coupon and mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 

Or call 908.232.4407. subscriptions are pre-paid and non-refundable.

Cash Check
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Westfield Lady Blue Devils Battled Injuries But Finished Soccer Season at 12-5-2
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SPF Lady Raiders Surprised Themselves, Won Union County Tournament Crown
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CF Woman Charged With
Attempted Murder of Kids

CRANFORD – A Cranford
woman has been charged with
attempted murder in connection
with an incident in which she
allegedly set her vehicle on fire
with two children inside on Octo-
ber 26, acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Grace H. Park and New
Jersey State Police Superinten-
dent Rick Fuentes announced
Tuesday.

Narcissa Zuber, 48, addition-
ally is charged with aggravated
arson and child endangerment.
Zuber was arrested as she was
discharged on Friday from St.
Barnabas Medical Center in
Livinston, and transferred to
Union County jail in lieu of
$800,000 bail, according to Union
County Assistant Prosecutors
John Esmerado and Robert
Vanderstreet and a Star-Ledger
report.

A joint investigation by the
prosecutor’s office and the Troop
E Criminal Investigation Office

and the Arson Unit of the New
Jersey State Police determined
that Zuber allegedly set her
minivan on fire along a section of
the Garden State Parkway in Clark
late last month. The children in
the vehicle at the time were
rushed to the hospital for treat-
ment of injuries; they since have
been discharged and are con-
tinuing to recover.

The identity of the victims,
which The Ledger reported are
7-year-old twins,  is not being
disclosed due to their age, and
the investigation into this inci-
dent remains active.

 Zuber’s husband, Ron Zuber,
director of the Union County De-
partment of Parks, Recreation
and Community Renewal, has
taken a leave of absence.

“This is an unspeakable trag-
edy. Our  thoughts and prayers
go out to Ron and his children,”
said county spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia.

GARWOOD — Westfield Senior
Housing Corp. representatives
joined Garwood Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi on Tuesday at a
groundbreaking for The Village
at Garwood, a three-story com-
plex for seniors on the site of the
former St. Anne’s School. The
new facility will feature on-site
parking, laundry facilities, and a
recreation room.

“The Village at Garwood will
address the need in central Union
County for people 62 and older to
‘age in place’ among family and
friends,” said Karen Simon, ex-
ecutive director of Westfield Se-
nior Housing, which will operate
the facility. “Our mission is to
provide safe, affordable housing
and a wide variety of services
that enable seniors to remain in

their homes as long as possible.”
The Village at Garwood is funded

by a Federal Home Loan grant
provided through Two River Com-
munity Bank of Westfield, the U.
S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) 202
program, low income housing tax
credits, a New Jersey Housing
and Mortgage Finance Agency
construction loan, and the
Westfield Senior Citizens Hous-
ing Corp.

“When it opens, this facility will
extend the independence of se-
nior citizens through the provi-
sion of comfortable, affordable
housing in conjunction with so-
cial and recreational activities,”
said Neil Sullivan, president of
Westfield Senior Housing. “We
are very much looking forward to

BREAKING GROUND…Pictured, left to right, Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi; Neil Sullivan, president, Westfield
Senior Housing Corp., which will operate the Village at Garwood, and Karen Simon, executive director, Westfield Senior
Housing, break ground on December 3 for the Village at Garwood. The 83,000-square-foot, 72-unit affordable senior citizen
housing facility is being built on the site of the former St. Anne’s School, 320-324 Second Avenue in Garwood.

the opening of this new facility in
early 2015 and thank the gener-
ous funders who are helping to
make this vision a reality.”

The architectural design is be-
ing done by Steven S. Cohen
Architects, and the builder is Del-
Sano Contracting Corp. The open-
ing of the facility is planned for
the first quarter of 2015.

Westfield Senior Citizens Hous-
ing Corporation extends the in-
dependence of senior citizens
through the provision of com-
fortable, affordable housing in
conjunction with social and rec-
reational activities. The organi-
zation offers congregate services,
including meals, personal assis-
tance, medication assistance, and
housekeeping support to the frail
elderly.

WF Senior Housing Breaks Ground in GW

Paul Lachenauer for The Wesfield Leader
FA-LA-LA-LA-LA...Carolers from Cranford High School fill the air with song
at the Cranford Christmas Tree Lighting event on Friday night.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Wesfield Leader and The Times
TRIMMING THE TREE...Girl Scout troops from Cranford decorate the
Cranford Christmas Tree on Friday morning.

Paul Lachenauer for The Wesfield Leader and The Times
NAUGHTY OR NICE?...Surrounded by admirers, Santa Claus arrived in
Cranford on Friday night before making his rounds to surrounding towns.

Fundraiser To
Benefit Garwood PBA
GARWOOD – A special comedy

fundraiser event to benefit
Garwood PBA Local 117 will be
held tonight, Thursday, Decem-
ber 5, beginning at 7:30 p.m. at
Crossroads, located at 78 North
Avenue in Garwood. The event
will feature Michael Winslow, The
Dumb Kids in the Back and Jerrold
Benford.

Tickets to the event are $20
per person. Tickets can be pur-
chased by visiting  ticketfly.com.
Tickets also will be available at
the door. Advance ticket pur-
chase is highly recommended.
Food and beverages can be pur-
chased separately throughout the
evening.

Intergenerational Musicians
To Perform at Library

GARWOOD — The Outreach
Group of the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) will provide a free
evening of light classical music,
performed by a variety of musi-
cians spanning a wide age
range, at the Garwood Public
Library on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 11, at 7 p.m.

Now in its 20th year of “Bridg-
ing the Generations through Mu-
sic,” the NJIO provides oppor-
tunities for musicians of vary-
ing ages and abilities to study
and perform orchestral music.
NJIO has more than 100 mem-
bers, who have ranged in age
from 6 to 92, with a wide vari-
ety of musical talents and back-
grounds, coming from over 40
different communities in north-
ern and central New Jersey.

NJIO presents free commu-
nity concerts and numerous out-
reach performances throughout
the area. Although the full or-

chestra is quite large, the Out-
reach groups range from four to
20 members, depending on the
size of the venue and the event.
The Outreach Orchestra plans
to bring seven musicians to its
performance at the Garwood
Library.

Although the program is free,
registration is required and may
be done in person at the library,
by calling (908) 789-1670 or at
the library’s interactive calen-
dar page found on its website:
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, be-
hind the Lincoln School com-
plex. Seating is limited, so in-
terested persons are asked to
make reservations as soon as
possible.

Probitas Verus Honos

Temple to Present
‘A Touch of Sinatra’

CLARK – Fans of the late Frank
Sinatra will have an opportunity
to gather and relive the glory
days of one of the most renowned
singers of the 20th century.

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah will
present “A Touch of Sinatra,”
starring Donnie Farraro, on Sun-
day, December 15, at 5 p.m. The
evening will include a spaghetti
and meatball dinner. Tickets for
both the dinner and show are
$24.

Mr. Farraro is described as one
of the most authentic-sounding
Sinatra singers around. He will
be joined by Joe Gilligan, who
will share the story of Sinatra’s
life with humor and style.

Reservations are required by
Wednesday, December 11, and
may be made by calling the
temple office at (732) 381-8403,
extension no. 11, or by e-mail at
tbethor@gmail.com. The temple
is located at 111 Valley Road in
Clark, right off of Exit 135 of the
Garden State Parkway. Ample
parking is available and the venue
is handicapped-accessible.

Garwood Fire Depart.
To Escort Santa

GARWOOD – On Sunday,
December 15, the Garwood
Fire Department will once again
be escorting Santa Claus
through the Borough of
Garwood starting at noon on
the south side of town and
continuing until every street is
covered.

The fire department would
like to remind anyone wishing
to see Santa to go to their
nearest Santa Stop — a fire
hydrant.

Once again, the Garwood Fire
Department and all its mem-
bers would like to wish all the
residents of the borough a
Merry Christmas and a happy
holiday.

CRANFORD — Cranford’s Office
of Downtown Business and Eco-
nomic Development is interested
in learning views and opinions
about the downtown business
district and shopping habits. Any-
one who shops or visits down-
town Cranford, including non-
residents, is invited to provide
their input in a survey. The sur-
vey is completely anonymous,
has 23 questions and takes less
than five minutes to complete,
according to the Office of Down-
town Business and Economic De-
velopment.

The survey was developed to
gauge how and when the public
visits the downtown, opinions on
business choices, views on long-
range planning, pedestrian
amenities, promotional events
and marketing. “Public feedback
is very important for planning by
the township and for individual
business owners,” said Kathleen
Miller Prunty, Downtown direc-
tor.

The survey will be available
online at cranford.com/down-
town through Sunday, Decem-
ber 15. Results will be published
early in 2014.

Survey Seeks Feedback
On Cranford Downtown


