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l'ennemi du journaliste

STINES SLAPS 3 HITS, 3 RBI; GANG, VEGLIA 2 RBI, DeCATALDO 2-RUN 3B, AUMENTA 3 HITS

St. George Topples St. Judies in St. Bart’s First Round, 8-5
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Power in numbers worked out
for sixth seeded St. George as all
13 of its players contributed of-
fensively to topple the third
seeded St. Judes, who barely
managed to field a complete team
by game time, 8-5, in the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League double elimination play-
offs at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on August 23.

Stalling for time with only eight
players by game time (6 p.m.)

St. Jude captain Joe DeChiaro
managed to filibuster the umpire
until two more of his players
arrived, but the Georgies perse-
vered the prattle and pounded
out 19 legitimate hits to go with
three walks. St. Jude produced
14 hits.

Kevin Stines led St. George
with three hits, including a
double, an RBI and three runs

scored. Gerry Riepe had a pair of
singles and scored twice. John
Veglia tapped two singles and
added two RBI, while Glenn Gang
doubled, walked and had two
RBI. Bob Cihanowycz and Jeff
Friedlander both went 2-for-3
with a run scored, and Floyd
Roberts rapped a pair of singles.
John DeProspero and Dennis
Reilly each poked an RBI single.
Mike White, Mike Barcellona and
Joe Ursino added a single each,
and Coady Brown scored once.

Tom DeCataldo, who was on
time, was one of the offensive
leaders for St. Jude with a two-
run triple, another RBI and a
single, along with the punctual

Billy Aumenta, who singled twice,
doubled and scored once.
DeChiaro and Rick Wustefeld
each slapped a pair of singles.
Lou Balestriere singled, walked
and scored twice. Daryl Fornuff
had a single and an RBI and Sal
Gano scored once, while Dan
Schneyder, Matt Marino and Lou
Messano each contributed a
single.

St. George struck first with a
run in the top of the first when
Stines singled to right and Gang
drilled an RBI single to center.
But St. Jude jolted George with
three in the bottom of the inning.
Balestriere walked and Aumenta
slashed a single to right then
DeCataldo persuaded St.
George’s outfielders to play him
deep after he launched his two-

run triple over the leftfielder’s
head. DeCataldo then scored
when DeChiaro’s grounder was
muffed at third base.

“Old man’s got a bat,” Messano
uttered after DeCataldo’s blast.

As St. George strutted to bat in
the second, DeProspero sug-
gested, “Let it all hang out here.”

The score remained the same
until the third when Brown
reached on a force out, Riepe
tapped a single and Stines came
to the plate, which prompted
DeProspero to add, “Nice easy
poke! Don’t need to win the game
here!”

The recipient of his comment,
Stines, sizzled an RBI single past
first then Gang walked, Veglia
lofted an RBI sac fly to right and

Probitas Verus Honos
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DeProspero gave George a 4-3
lead with an RBI single over sec-
ond.

Jude remained offensively si-
lent then in the fourth then Gang
gurgled, “The winners’ bracket is
much easier to run.”

Cihanowycz hobbled a leadoff
single and Friedlander followed
with a single to center. Reilly
rapped an RBI single to left and
Roberts looped a single to left.
Barcellona hit into a double play,
but Friedlander’s pinch runner

scored to make the score, 6-3.
St. Jude answered somewhat

less meekly with a run in the
bottom of the inning when Gano,
who reached on and error, scored
on Fornuff’s sac fly to center.
However, St. George, yearning
to remain in the winners’ bracket,
plated two in the fifth. Riepe
reached base on an error at
first, Stines hacked a double to
right, Gang added an RBI sac fly
and Veglia scribbled an RBI
single.

Trailing 8-4 in the fifth,
Balestriere bellowed, “We are
only down four guys. Only four!
Let’s go get them.”

DeCataldo, DeChiaro and
Wustefeld poked back-to-back
singles to load the bases with
one out, but St. George pitcher
Veglia initiated a second-to-first
double play to escape the inning.

The score stalled at 8-4 until
the bottom of the seventh when
the Judes came to bat. With one
out, Balestriere reached safely
when his fly ball was dropped.
Aumenta doubled to center but
later got nabbed between sec-

ond and third on DeCataldo’s
grounder as Balestriere scored.
DeChiaro followed with a single.

As Wustefeld stepped to the
plate, DeChiaro shouted, “Rick!
You’re the tying run. Pick a space
and hit it.”

Wustefeld did pick a space for a
single, but the next batter
grounded out to the pitcher for
the final out.
St. George 103 220 0 8
St. Jude 300 100 1 5
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HOPLER RAPS 6 RBI; SPOLJARIC KNOCKS IN 4 RUNS; STRATTON 4 HITS; BROWN 1B, 2B, 3B

St. Alex Clobbers Struggling St. Annies, 14-3, in Playoffs
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No nail biting here as St.
Alexander of the Angels Division
simply overpowered St. Anne of
the Saints Division, 14-3, to win
the opening round of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoffs at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on August 23.

At the start of the game St.
Anne’s Jim Killeen said, “Hope
you’re luckier [to us] than [Dave]
Corbin. I asked him to put a spin
on that two touchdown, 16-9
loss on August 14. No luck
though!”

Killeen’s luck continued to taste
sour.

St. Alexander’s bombardment
totaled 20 hits, led by Harold
Hopler, who went 4-for-5 with
six RBI, while Steve Spoljaric

inflicted four runs of damage,
including a three-run triple. Matt
Brown clubbed three hits, in-
cluding a double and three RBI.
Keith Karyczak went 3-for-4 and
scored twice, Rob Stratton went
4-for-4, including a double, and
scored twice. Nate Mangiris and
Frank Apicella slashed a pair of
singles.

St. Alex pitcher Hopler obscured
all of St. Anne’s hopes by yield-
ing just eight hits. Tom Litterio
led St. Anne with two hits and
two RBI, and Killeen also singled
in two runs.

“We lose, we’re staying at the
Sun Tavern in Fanwood perma-
nently,” warned Joe McEvoy af-
ter returning to the dugout empty

handed in the top of the first inning after St. Alexander pulled off a tailor-made double play
highlighted by Hopler, Stratton
and Karyczak.

Success came early for
Alexander in the bottom of the
first when Frank Samuelian was
granted a free pass, Karyczak
pushed an infield single, Stratton
slapped an RBI single and Brown
lofted an RBI sac fly to center.

Then in the third inning,
Karyczak waltzed to first on a
walk, Stratton sizzled a liner up
the middle and Brown clobbered
a two-run double.

“Way to put it in gear,”
Samuelian hollered.

St. Alexander broke the game
wide open in the fourth inning
when four more runs trampled
the plate. Frank Apicella and
Stratton hammered out timely

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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singles and much thanks to Brown
who doubled to center. Hopler,
once more, singled and Spoljaric

seized the moment launching his
three-run triple.

Trailing 8-0, St. Anne could not

get a flick of offense until the top
of the fifth inning. Chris Nardi
and Jerry Russo pummeled
singles and Tom Swales reached
on an infield bobble to load the
pods. Then, the ever- dangerous
Killen made it rain with a two-run
single.

“Way to jump on him,” said
George Balint.

Loaded full of confidence,
Litterio unleashed an RBI single.

St. Alexander demonstrated no
sympathy in the bottom of the
fifth with their “thunder lumber,”
when they immediately pum-
meled back with nine hits result-
ing in five huge runs. With
Mangiris, Apicella and Samuelian
hunkered down on their respec-
tive pods, Karyczak and Brown
each cracked RBI singles and
Hopler bashed away with a two-
run single, his fourth hit of the
game.

Mangiris simply wondered,
“When does it ever stop?”

Spoljaric then inflicted more
pain with his RBI single.

St. Anne’s pitcher struck down

two of the St. Alex boys in the
sixth, however St. Alexander
sealed the deal on three hits,
including an RBI off the ‘metal

stick’ of Hopler.
St. Anne 000 030 0 3
St. Alexander 202 451 x 14
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MARCHELITIS 4 RBI; PERCONTE, WOODRING 3 EACH; JUNGUENET, ULICHNY 3 HITS, 2 RUNS

St. Anthony Pounds St. Alex in St. Bart’s Playoffs, 16-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fear and defeatism in the minds
of the challengers from the onset
created the stage for a brutal,
16-1, thrashing by the top-
seeded St. Anthony squad over
the eighth-seeded St. Alexander
in the second round of the win-
ners’ bracket of the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
playoffs at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on August 26.

In a game that took only one
hour to complete, St. Anthony
pitcher Tony Perconte had a four-
hitter rolling until St. Alexander
finally put its only run on the
scoreboard with three hits in the

seventh inning. In the mean-
time, every individual on St.
Anthony’s squad contributed to
the offensive punishment.

Veteran Ed Marchelitis helped
lead the 25-hit pummeling with
three hits, four RBI and one run
scored, in addition to adding
some startling defensive plays
at second base. Perconte had
an RBI in each of his three
singles and scuffed home plate
three times. Kevin Woodring
rapped a pair of singles, scored
twice and had three RBI. As the
shortstop, he initiated one
double play and was the pivot
man in another.

St. Anthony’s Tom Ulichny
tripled, doubled twice and scored
twice. John Junguenet doubled,
singled twice and scored twice.
Erik Hastrup scored twice,

singled and added an RBI. Nam- June Joe, Joe Lobrace and Stan Lesniewski (RBI) each had two
singles and a run scored. Art
Hobble had a single, a run scored
and an RBI, Tom Fazio singled
twice, Brendan McNamara
singled once and Mike
Cunningham had an RBI.

Scott Friedrichs singled and had
St. Alex’s only RBI, while Keith
Middleton singled and scored the
only run. Harry Hopler, Harry
Semple, Rob Stratton Nate
Mangiris and Damian Warbeck
each added a single.

Four Anthonys found home
plate in the bottom of the first
inning and the catalyst was
Ulichny’s triple down the right
field line. Woodring followed with
a looping RBI single then when
Perconte’s fly ball to right was
dropped, two more AnthonysProbitas Verus Honos
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scored. Marchelitis brought in the
fourth run with a hard RBI single
off the pitcher.

As St. Alex came to bat in the
second, there were mumblings
and inquiries about who they
were going to play in the Losers

Bracket.
“Whoa! That’s a downer man,”

commented Mangiris once he
heard the defeatist remarks.

St. Anthony tacked on two more
runs in the second to up the
score to 6-0 then when they took

to the plate again in the third,
Perconte suggested, “More runs
guys! More runs!”

After Junguenet doubled to left,
Perconte poked an RBI single
and Marchelitis finessed an RBI
infield single.

As St. Alexander’s hopes di-
minished even more, St.
Anthony’s brutality increased in
an alarming way in the fifth.
Beginning with Hobble’s single
that plopped into left field, An-
thony banged out 10 hits and
plated seven runs, highlighted
by Woodring’s two-run single
and Marchelitis ricocheting two-
run single to stretch the score to
15-0.

Hoping to make the horror less
painful, St. Alex’s Bruce Logan
pleaded, “Mercy Rule ump!”

“Play on,” the ump said piti-
lessly.

Toning it down somewhat, St.
Anthony added just one run in
the sixth when Perconte slashed

a single to center to score
Hastrup.

Perconte’s shutout ended when
Middleton scored on Friedrich’s

infield single.
St. Alexander 000 000 1 1
St. Anthony 422 071 x 16

Probitas Verus Honos
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Westfield Blue Devil Field Hockey Scrimmage against Madison Dodgers on August 24
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Cranford Cougars Boys Soccer Scrimmage against Fair Lawn on in Cranford August 23
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Tax Assessor
Annmarie Switzer recommended
against re-evaluating property
values at Tuesday’s borough
council meeting, arguing the ac-
tion carried a high risk of in-
creased county taxes without pro-
viding much benefit to the mu-
nicipality or its taxpayers.

Despite Councilman Jim
Mathieu questioning the “fair-
ness” and “morality” of using an
assessment last conducted in
1984, the other council mem-
bers seemed unwilling to move
forward with the reevaluation,
which Ms. Switzer said would cost
about $200,000 – “a very expen-
sive gamble” – and take two
years to complete.

“There’s no way to predict the
outcome of a reval until it’s actu-
ally completed,” Ms. Switzer said.
“But the one thing I can tell you
is that if our net taxable value
goes up, we will pay more in
county taxes.”

Ms. Switzer said the borough
does not need a reassessment
because recent sales indicate the
borough is within accepted norms
of valuation. She informed the
council that property is assessed
at approximately 28 percent of
its value, a figure determined
annually by state authorities.

Based on a formula set by the
state, 16 towns in the county
have assessed values that differ
more than Garwood’s, she said.
None of them are doing a reval.
She suggested letting some of
the larger towns, such as Union
and Elizabeth, do a reassess-
ment first, so the borough is not
burdened with paying more
county taxes.

Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud said property value is
speculative and the best time for
a reassessment would be when

the borough has relatively stable
home values and a lot of sales.
He said had the borough done a
reevaluation in 2007, many of
the homes would be overvalued
based on the current housing
market.

“When you reval, sometimes
you trade what may not be unfair
for another unfairness – because
there’s no guarantee that the
reevaluation is going to be any
better than what has been deter-
mined over the years as the
value,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu said waiting for
other towns to reassess is not a
“workable solution,” pointing out
that towns across New Jersey
are doing reevaluations. He has
said the matter could potentially
curb redevelopment since new
businesses may be hit with the
highest taxes in order to subsi-
dize those homeowners who have
seen their property values sky-
rocket but are paying taxes based
on their homes’ value more than
three decades ago.

“At this rate, we’ll reassess
three times a century roughly,
and what I’m just wondering is,
‘how do you have a taxation sys-
tem based on property value
without a periodic reassessment
of that value?’

“We can tax you on all sorts of
things, but we tax you on how
much your house is worth in the
market,” he added. “We have
chosen this taxation system. We
have to update this.”

Mr. Renaud said many com-
mercial property owners have
appealed their taxes and are not
assessed at the same level they
were 30 years ago.

Two residents at The Pointe
spoke out for reevaluation, claim-
ing they are paying a dispropor-
tionate share of the taxes while
not receiving services like snow

Garwood Council Discusses
Merits of Reevaluation

On August 24, the New York
Giants honored the Cranford
Shark Finns for their efforts in
raising over $20,000 for the Spe-
cial Olympics New Jersey this
past spring. The team recog-
nized the Shark Finns on the field
during the first quarter of the
annual Jets-Giants preseason
game.

The Shark Finns were one of
approximately 120 teams to com-
pete in the annual New York Gi-
ants Snow Bowl in March, a flag
football tournament which raises
money to benefit the Special
Olympics New Jersey.

The team is named after, Finn
Morin, the two-year-old son of
Cranford residents Phil and
Maureen Morin. Finn was born in

2003 with Down syndrome.
“We are so proud to support

the Special Olympics New Jer-
sey,” said Phil Morin, a former
Cranford Mayor. “The Giants and
the SONJ are perfect together –
two tremendous organizations
whose efforts on behalf of those
with special needs benefits so
many individuals and families
throughout New Jersey. Our team
can’t wait to get out and com-
pete again in 2014.”

The mission of Special Olympics
New Jersey is to provide year-
round sports training and athletic
competition in a variety of Olym-
pic-type sports for children and
adults with intellectual disabili-
ties, giving them continuing op-
portunities to develop physical

The Cranford Shark Finns Flag Football Team

CR Shark Finns Honored at Jets-Giants Contest
fitness, demonstrate courage, ex-
perience joy and participate in a
sharing of gifts, skills and friend-
ship with their families, other
Special Olympics athletes and the
community.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The owners of the
virtually abandoned industrial
sites on North and South Av-
enues are so far not interested in
selling their properties for the
price buyers are willing to pay,
according to Garwood Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi.

“One wants to hold on to it until
he gets the money that he wants,”
she said. “It is very frustrating.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi, the borough’s
first Republican female mayor,
delivered a “state of the bor-
ough” address last Thursday at
The Pointe. She spent most of
her prepared remarks explaining
the borough council’s actions re-
garding the controversial ath-
letic field complex and attempts
to partner with neighboring towns
to share public services.

But residents at the senior resi-
dence complex’s clubhouse
seemed most interested in ef-
forts to replace the industrial
sites occupied by the Standard
Nipple Works and Garwood Pa-
perboard factories on North Av-
enue and the Casale Industries
plant on South Avenue.

“We really can’t move on it
unless we can get the owners of
the properties interested in sell-
ing,” Mayor Quattrocchi said
about redeveloping those prop-
erties. “The paperboard plant,
for example, is one that our bor-
ough engineer gets inquiries
about on a regular basis.”

She said she and planning board
member and former council-
woman Kathleen Villaggio also
have met with interested par-
ties. At one point, there was a
buyer, developer, a contract and
a “beautiful project,” but talks
with the owner fell through. She
said the same scenario happened

a second time.
“Unfortunately, the owner

wants the amount of money he
wants and he feels that the real
estate market has improved and
he’ll be able to get what he wants
without having to spend any
money to clean up that property.
That kind of scares people away,”
the mayor said.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said taking
property through eminent do-
main is not a good idea because
the borough would have to raise
the money to purchase it or re-
claim it if the owner did not want
to sell.

“Do we really, at this point in
time, with a borough the size of
Garwood, want to get involved in
something like that?” she asked.
“Or is it better for us to sit and
wait a little while and get the
right developer to come in who is
willing to – with investors – bring
in the right project, which could
be a mixed-use like we have up
front, where you have retail
stores and apartments.”

Other highlights from Mrs.
Quattrocchi’s address:

The borough is continuing to
investigate shared services, not-
ing that Garwood has shared a
board of health with Westfield
since her children were in school.
Mrs. Quattrocchi said she went
and visited two dispatch services,
but “wasn’t real excited” about
what she heard.

“Here in Garwood our dispatch,
our policemen, they know every-
body,” she said. “If you call up
with a problem you get a pretty
fast return on your phone call.”
She said she has not heard back
from Union County or Westfield
about the cost and added that it
is hard to measure how much
dispatch is costing the borough.

While she mentioned the pro-
posed merger of Scotch Plains

spreader. The new dump truck will
replace a 28-year-old vehicle and
will be used to plow and salt, carry
debris from storms, pull the wood
chipper and leaf bag and haul
materials, such as sand, gravel
and dirt. Mr. Mathieu voted no,
saying he was “alarmed at the
debt increase we’re undertaking
here in Garwood,” particularly with
the Athletic Field Complex. “I’m
just kind of old fashioned. You
spend money on something, you
don’t spend money on something
else. You don’t just borrow more.”

Ms. Todisco reiterated that if the
borough had the cash to purchase
the dump truck, it would do so. “I
do not feel that the needs of the
town should be ignored because
some are upset about the Athletic
Field Complex, and I feel as though
this is something financially the
borough can handle.”

— Council members approved
5-1 raises for more than 15 non-
union employees. Mr. Mathieu
voted no as part of his continuing
effort against tax increases and
spending that he does not feel the
borough can afford.

and Fanwood’s police depart-
ments, she said she did not know
how much a similar move would
save the borough considering
Garwood’s police officers make
less than neighboring towns.

“Towns really don’t want to
share services,” she said. “It
sounds wonderful, but really, at
the end of the day, it’s going to
take here in New Jersey a good
amount of time for towns and
their residents to get on board.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi said the ath-
letic field complex is a little be-
hind schedule, but almost every-
thing has been completed with
the exception of the building,
which should be going up soon.
She said there has only been one
unforeseen expense – $12,500
for additional soil testing. The
borough held a special meeting
on August 16 to authorize the
expenditure, which is being split
between the borough and the
insurance company. Bond con-
tingencies cover the cost.

Elsewhere during her presen-
tation, the mayor addressed how
NJ Transit recently announced
that, starting in the spring, some
Raritan Valley Line commuters
will be able to travel directly to
New York Penn Station without
transferring in Newark during
non-peak hours. Mrs. Quattrocchi
praised the one-seat ride and
the economic benefit it will have
on Garwood. She said that in
order for Garwood to have more
stops, NJ Transit would have to
“cannibalize” stops in Westfield,
where more people take the train.

“If we can get somebody to
come in, such as the high-end
apartments with people working
in the city, and ridership on the
train line were to increase
(significantly)…would we get an
extra stop? I’m sure.”

Garwood Borough Mayor Updates
Athletic Field Complex, Shared Servicesremoval or street lights.

“I think the taxation system is
very unfair to people that are
new in town, to new construction
and to people that have remod-
eled their homes,” said Tom
Pedas, adding that some condo
owners are paying as much as
$14,000 a year. “We’re being
punished because we’re being
taxed at a higher rate.

“When you say that the town
would have to burden the cost of
this reevaluation, no one asked
me if I was willing to burden the
$3.2 million Athletic Field Com-
plex, which, as you know, I am
very much against.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt noted
that The Pointe condominium
complex was approved with re-
strictions, such as an age re-
quirement, and suggested the
developer did not adequately in-
form buyers.

Ms. Switzer said that The Pointe
is assessed fairly based on recent
sales, and that there are several
single-family home owners who
pay more than the senior resi-
dents. She recently reevaluated
the property and said the Pointe
would not see a decrease if a
reassessment was done.

Council President and Finance
Chairwoman Sara Todisco rec-
ommended the council take an
informal vote on the reassess-
ment at a future meeting, but she
said she was not in support of the
move, primarily because of the
cost, which would amount to $22-
$23 per $100,000 of assessed
property value per year for five
years.

“When those residents here in
Garwood have to pay, every single
resident and every single com-
mercial property owner as well,
has to pay for a reevaluation, you
can tell them that the cost is irrel-
evant,” she told Mr. Mathieu.

In other meeting news:
— Council members approved

5-1 a $170,000 bond to purchase
a new dump truck, plow and

Garwood Council Continued

Washington College
Announces Dean’s List

CHESTERTOWN, Md. - Wash-
ington College has announced
its Dean’s List for the Spring
2013 semester. Dean’s List stu-
dents are recognized for their
academic excellence and have
achieved a grade point average
of 3.5 or higher for the semes-
ter.

Jacqueline Hertz of Cranford,
Class of 2013, an English major
and creative writing and sec-
ondary education minor, was
named to the Dean’s List.


