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l'ennemi du journaliste

ERBAFINA SMACKS GRAND SLAM, AUMENTA BLASTS 3-RUN HR, FORNOFF CRACKS SOLO HR

St. Jude’s Early Momentum Humbles St. Alexander, 14-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Jude realized early on that
its quest was not an impossible
one when the boys of the Apostles
Division blasted a pair of home
runs in the first inning and added
a grand slam in the fourth to
cruise to a 14-4 victory over St.
Alexander of the Angels Division
in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Soft-
ball League action at Forest Road
Park in Fanwood on July 31.

Not only were there a multi-
tude of hits by both teams, but
also there were numerous no-

table defensive heroics. Jude
shortstop Joe DeChiaro was in-
volved in eight plays, seven that
he converted to putouts, includ-
ing three straight putouts in the
third inning. Jude veteran pitcher
Anthony Blasi snagged a sharp
line drive just after first baseman
Dan Schneyder knocked down a
wicked hopper and scrambled to
first in time to get the putout.
Third baseman Rick Wustefeld
made it look easy when he chased
down a tough popup on the foul
side of the leftfield line and hauled
it in with his back addressing

home plate.
Alexander centerfielder Keith

Karyczak made a pair of fine
snags and managed to baffle the
umpire into thinking he made a
third one in the seventh inning.
Third baseman Matt Brown per-
formed a brilliant act of wizardry
in the sixth inning, and shortstop
Frank Samuelian pulled off a
smooth 6-4 putout in the sec-
ond. Catcher Bruce Logan caught
a pair of pop-ups from behind the
plate.

St. Jude collected 17 hits and
DeChiaro went 4-for-4 with two
runs scored. Sal Gano also went

4-for-4 with two runs scored and
added an RBI. Paul Erbafina

blasted a grand slam home run in
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the fourth and added a single
and a run scored in the seventh.
Billy Aumenta (2-for-3, 2 runs
scored) whacked a three-run
homer in the first inning mo-
ments after Daryl Fornuff (2 runs
scored) led off the inning with a
solo blast. Rob Del Cid singled

and scored once and added a
two-run single.

St. Alexander finished with 12
hits and the sharpest came off
the bat of leadoff hitter Samuelian
(2-for-4, 2 runs scored) who
drilled an RBI double in the fourth.
Scott Fredrichs rapped three

singles, scored once and had an
RBI. Karyczak singled three times
in four at-bats. Brown singled
twice and scored once, and Frank
Apicella added a single.

St. Jude wasted no time when
Fornuff bashed a leadoff solo
homer to deep leftfield. Del Cid
and DeChairo both singled then
Aumenta smashed his three-run
shot to right-center. St.
Alexander answered with two
runs. Samuelian dropped a single
into right and scored when
Fredrichs’ grounder caused a
throwing error. After Karyczak
singled, Nate Mangiris wobbled
an RBI single by short.

Del Cid slashed a two-run single
to right in the second inning to
make the score, 6-2, but
Alexander was not as “Great” in
the in the bottom of the inning.
Jude then upped its lead to 7-2 in
the third when Erbafina, who
reached on an error, scored on
Schneyder’s sacrifice fly behind
second.

St. Jude’s lead stretched to 11-
2 in the fourth after DeChiaro,
Aumenta and Wustefeld each

singled to load the bases, and
Erbafina unloaded his grand slam
to center. St. Alexander scored its
final two runs in the bottom of the
inning when Brown singled,
Samuelian lined an RBI double
and Fredrichs yanked an RBI single.

St. Jude added three runs of

emphasis in the seventh. Erbafina
wiggled an infield single, Matt
Daly walked, Gano chopped an
RBI single to right and Andy
Wilber walloped a two-run double
to center.
St. Jude 421 400 3 14
St. Alexander 200 200 0 4
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Power personified was the
theme of Game 1 of the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League A
Division championship series
between the Stage House and
the Sun Tavern at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on August 5.

The two rivals combined for 41
hits, which included four home
runs, four triples and 10 doubles,
but the men from the Stage House
prevailed this time, 18-12.

Nothing seemed unusual since
these two teams, with nearly the
same personnel, have dominated
the A Division championship se-
ries for, perhaps, the past seven
years. The only differences have
been the names on their uni-
forms. Last year, Sun Tavern
was known as Charlie Brown’s

and lost to the Stage House in
three games. The only time in

the past seven years that the
men of the Stage House were

dethroned was in 2010 by the
Tavern men donning their uni-
forms as Park Beverage.

“It’s a lot of the same guys. We
see them in other leagues, but
we look forward to it every year.
It’s kind of like a back-and-forth
battle. I am sure they will be
pumped up. It’s fun,” Stage
House veteran Neil Kaufman said.

Kaufman’s responsibilities as
Co-President of the newly merged
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball League may also have
taken some toll on his concen-
tration on the field and at the
plate.

“It affects it! Age affects it too.
We have had a bunch of young
guys joining us and doing a great
job. Todd Simo and Eddie Zazzali!
You got to keep the young guys
coming in, because the old guys

can’t run, can’t do anything. It
goes down hill, but you try to
contribute,” Kaufman said.

Kaufman made his contribu-
tion with a pair of doubles and a
single, while scoring three times
and adding two RBI. But the real
“Power Personified” came from
the bat of teammate Tony Wargo,
who blasted three home runs,
driving in six runs, in his first
three at-bats.

Normally the cleanup man in
the lineup, Wargo, who was late
for the game, strutted from his
car to bat last in the lineup and
drilled the first pitch over the
right field fence. His next homer,
a three-run shot, took only two
pitches then on his third at-bat,
he hammered a two-run shot on
the first pitch to complete the

WARGO WALLOPS 3 HRs, AMASSES 6 RBI; KAUFMAN 3 HITS, 3 RUNS, 2 RBI; PENCE HR, 3B, 4 RBI

Stage House Men Trample Sun Tavern in Game 1, 18-12
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three home run rule per team
limit.

Simo slapped a pair of doubles,
scored twice and added three
RBI. Rob Harder had trip RBI
singles and scored twice. Pitcher
Mo Wright tapped three singles,
scored twice and added two RBI.

Jarrod Pence led the Sun Tav-

ern with a two-run homer, an RBI
triple and an RBI single. Dan
Samila had a pair of doubles, an
RBI single and three runs scored.
Pitcher Pete Samila had two hits,
two RBI and a run scored. Gus
Alvarez rapped an RBI triple, a
double and a single. Veterans
Kevin Woodring had a triple and

an RBI single, and Jerry Isolda
poked a pair of RBI singles.

The Sun Tavern brightened up
the outfield with three runs in the
top of the first, beginning with
Woodring’s triple to left field.
Pete Samila followed with an RBI
sacrifice fly. Dan Samila doubled
and Pence and Alvarez added
back-to-back RBI triples.

Stage House went one better in
their at-bat. Scotty Savarese
singled and scored on Simo’s
double. Kaufman yanked an RBI
double, Harder hacked an RBI
single and Brian Dayton drilled
an RBI double. Wargo’s solo blast
in the second made the score, 5-
3.

Sun Tavern grabbed a 6-5 lead
in the third with RBI singles from
Dan Samila and Pence, and an
RBI sac fly from Kevin Spellman.
But the Stage House upstaged
the Tavern with six runs with
Harder’s RBI single, Wright’s two-
run single and Wargo’s three-run
homer over the right field fence.

Isolda punched an RBI single in
the fourth, but the Stage House
went one better again with

Kaufman’s RBI double and
Harder’s RBI single. Pence
launched his two-run shot in the
fifth to make the score, 13-9, but
the Stage House fired up five
more runs. Savarese smoked a
double, Zazzali walked and Simo
sizzled a two-run double to right-
center. Mark Nies scorched an
RBI single and
Wargo walloped
his two-run
homer.

All of the sud-
den, from the
sixth until the
top of the ninth,
pitching totally
prevailed and
neither team
scored.

“Can we do
something dif-
ferent this in-
ning? Score a
run,” Dan Samila
complained.

Dave Hill beat
out and infield
single and sped
to second on the

throwing error. Isolda chopped
an RBI single, Woodring wiggled
an RBI single and Pete Samila
slammed an RBI double. Dan
Samila’s fly ball to center was
hauled in for the final out.
Sun Tavern 303 120 003 12
Stage House 416 250 00x 18
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DARBY’S HOPLER, ULICHNY, DEITCH WHACK 4 HITS EACH; GILSON BLASTS 3-RUN HOMER

Darby Camisa Stuns 5 Guys in Game 2 ‘B’ Division, 15-9
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing 9-8, third seeded Darby
Camisa found all the gaps to
score six runs in the bottom of
the seventh inning of a nine-
inning contest to stun second
seeded Five Guys, 15-9, in Game
2 of the battle between the
burgers and the beverages in the
B Division semifinal round of the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains on July 30.

The Darby men, who dropped
Game 1 to Five Guys, 14-10,
amassed a 25-hit barrage that
included five doubles and a triple.
Kevin Stines whacked a triple
and followed with a two-run
double, while scoring twice. Tom
Ulichny, a wily veteran of the St.
Bart’s League, slapped four

singles in five at-bats and scored
four times, while adding an RBI.
John Deitch also had four hits,
including a two-run double, and
scored once. Harold Hopler
rapped a pair of doubles and a
pair of singles, while scoring twice
and added an RBI.

Darby leadoff hitter Joe DeRosa
had three singles, an RBI and a
run scored. Rob Stratton had
three singles and three RBI. Pete
Costello singled twice and scored
twice. Mike Barcellona (RBI)
singled twice and scored once.

Five Guys totaled 18 hits, and
the biggest “Bang” came off the
bat of Pete Gilson, who crushed a
three-run home run to deep
centerfield. Gilson also singled,
was intentionally walked and
scored a second run. Mikey
Marino and Bill Hillyer each

tapped three singles. John Rachko singled, scored twice and had an RBI. Frank Mackiewicz
thumped a two-run triple and
singled. Dave Granmaison
singled twice and scored once.
Marc Giordano singled twice and
scored once. Drew Koski had a
single and John Hagy scored once.

Defensive brilliance on the part
of the Darby outfielders, Ulichny,
DeRosa, Stines and Costello, and
shortstop Stratton became key
factors in keeping several of the
Five Guys from reaching home
plate. Five Guys leftfielder Chris
Grenham succeeded in making
the most dangerous catch of the
evening, while Gilson at short
and pitcher Rachko each made
some slick scoops.

Five Guys’ Scott Giles led off
the top of the first with a single to
center and later scored on
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Rachko’s sacrifice fly to right.
Darby grabbed a 2-1 lead in the
bottom of the second when
Ulichny and Deitch both singled,
Stratton slashed an RBI single
and Jim Cassidy lofted an RBI sac
fly to left.

In the beginning of the third,
Five Guys team captain Mackiewicz
suggested, “We got to bat around
this inning. Let’s Go!”

Five Guys took a 4-2 lead when
Gilson launched his three-run
shot over the centerfielder’s
head. But Darby immediately
knotted the score on Stratton’s
two-run single to right.

As Five Guys walked in to bat in
the fourth, Giordano pleaded,
“Let’s get some run support right
now! Come on Chris [Grenham]!
Start it up!”

Grenham lined out to right, but
Granmaison punched a single to
right-center, Koski yanked a
single to left and Hillyer pushed
an RBI single to right to make the
score, 5-4.

Feeling the need for more runs,
Rachko shouted, “Let’s hit! Let’s
explode.”

His team got the message and
added four runs in the fifth to take
a 9-4 lead when Granham hobbled
a two-run single past third and
Mackiewicz followed with his two-
run triple to deep left.

Darby responded with three
runs on Ulichny’s RBI single and
Deitch’s two-run double, but fur-
ther runs were prevented when
Grenham made his face-diving
catch in left to end the inning.

Shouts came from the Five Guys
bench. “Way to go Chris! Way to
come through in the clutch.”

In the sixth, Darby closed the
gap to 9-8 when Stines tripled to
center and Hopler drilled an RBI
double to center.

Concerned, Mackiewicz com-
mented in the seventh, “We are
only holding one. Let’s go get them!”

Five Guys failed to respond,
but Darby did in a big way when
Costello shouted, “Let’s go! Down
one!”

Highlighted by Glenn Gang’s
two-run double over first and
Stines’ two-run double, six
Darbys’ tipped the plate on seven
hits to seize a 14-9 lead.

Five Guys were stunned, but
Darby added another run in the
eighth after Barcellona brought
Ulichny home with an RBI single.
Five Guys remained parallelized
at the plate.
Five Guys 103 140 000 9
Darby Camisa 022 031 61x 15
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MACKIEWICZ MANGLES 3 HITS, GETS 5 RBI; GRANMAISON BASHES 4 HITS, 3 RBI; KOSKI 3 HITS

Five Guys Grab ‘B’ Game 3, Roll over Darby Road, 11-2
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No fooling around this time!
After winning Game 1, 14-10,
and dropping Game 2, 15-9, to
Darby Camisa on July 30, Five
Guys opened up on the Road-
sters with three runs in the fourth
inning, six more in the fifth and
two in the seventh to claim an
11-2 victory in Game 3 of the ‘B’
Division semifinals at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 31
to advance to the championship
round of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League to face top-
seeded Autoland.

Dave Grandmaison led the of-
fensive clout for Five Guys, bang-
ing out four hits, including a triple
and scoring three runs. Five Guys
smilingly amassed an 18-hit as-
sault. Team captain, Frank

Mackiewicz chuckled with three
hits, including a triple and four
RBI, and Drew Koski managed to
collect three singles. Darby
amassed 12 hits in its quest, led
by Tom Ulichny, who went 2-for-
3, including two doubles with
one RBI, and Kevin Stine finished
with an RBI single.

Both teams donning red ap-
parel drew praise from umpire
Ed Zazzali prior to the game.

“Who’s running this insane asy-
lum? I’m pretty sure the guys in
red are going to win,” he said.

Darby Road Camisa broke out
with two runs on four hits in the
top of the first inning. Joe DeRosa
and Glenn Gang got things roll-
ing with singles and Stein cracked
an RBI single to short center.
Mike Marino, manning left center
field extinguished the assault

temporarily with back-to-back
running snags, but Ulichny, not
to be denied, mashed his RBI
double.

“Man, oh man, it’s like a bowl-
ing alley out there,” said Marino.

Five Guys fired back with three
runs in the bottom of the fourth.
Hobbling Frank DiGiovanni (torn
Achilles) and John Hagy, respec-
tively, each worked free passes,
Mackiewicz collected two RBI with
his sacrifice and Granmaison
tagged an RBI single.

Six of Five Guys scored in the
bottom of the fifth inning. John
Rachko had a bases-loaded two-
run single, John Hagy hacked an
RBI single, Mackiewicz tripled in
two runs, and Granmaison added
an RBI single.

As Bill Hillyer strode up to the
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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plate, Mackiewicz urged, “Don’t
be afraid to use the bat. Get set
now. Let’s make it count.”

Hillyer returned empty handed

to end the inning. “Smart base
running guys, all night long,”
commented Marino.”

Dazed, Darby Road had no re-

sponse, so Five Guys continued
its battery. DiGiovanni hooked a
single to left, Mackiewicz sizzled
an RBI triple and Grandmaison

followed with an RBI single to
jump the lead up to, 11-2 in the
bottom of the seventh.

“Freddie. We’re going to be

able to catch Jeopardy in time,”
said the sagacious Zazzali.
Darby Camisa 200 000 000 2
Five Guys 000 360 20x 11
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DiNIZO BANGS 2 HOME RUNS; DAN SAMILA HOMERS, WOODRING TURNS 2 DOUBLE PLAYS

Sun Tavern Flags Divas, 6-4, 10-6 in ‘A’ Division Playoffs
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League “A” Division play-
offs began, second-seed Sun
Tavern got adequate production
from all its guys in Game 1 and
Game 2 of the semifinal round in
its quest to march to the cham-
pionship series.

Sun Tavern served up all six of
their runs in the second inning to
hold on to a 6-4 victory in the
first game and sparked a huge
comeback in the later innings to
win Game 2, 10-6, over third-
seeded Divas at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on July 30.

As Divas came to bat in the top
of the first inning, Tavern’s Marty
Marks stirred the pot and barked,
“Hurry up before the sun comes
out again.”

Mike Henkels heeded the warn-
ing with a single to center and
James DeNizo humbly smiled
then powered a shot over the
centerfield fence to make the
score, 2-0.

Tavern went down quietly in
the bottom of the inning, utter-
ing only a leadoff single from
Brady Lau. The Divas continued
to steal the show in the bottom of
the inning when DeNizo initiated
a short-to-second double play.

“What a way to play an inning.
Way to be Jimmy,” hollered Ron
Germinder.

Divas took a 3-0 lead in the
second when Mike Rusin and Mike
Bello each hacked singles and

Andrew Lynch bashed an RBI
single.

The black-shirted Tavern serv-
ers, however, awakened in the
sixth. Dan Samila crushed the
ball deep to center field. Jarrod
Pence picked up a single, Jeff
Bendix doubled to center and
Matt Walsh followed with a RBI
sacrifice. Marks slid into second
base for an RBI double. Billy
Aumenta ripped an RBI single,
motored to second and scored
on Lau’s double. Still running,
Lau streaked across the plate on
Woodring’s single to put the Tav-
ern boys on top, 6-3.

In the bottom of the third Tav-
ern sat down quietly when pitcher
Germinder made a marvelous
grab tossed to Bello covering
second for the double play. Divas
did manage to put a final run on

the board in the fourth when
DeNizo hammered the first pitch
into never-never land.

“Have a night Jimmy! Great
pitching Pete! That was the dag-
ger in the heart.” smiled Gus
Alvarez after the 6-4 victory.

Game 2 did not begin as a nail-
biter when Divas relaxed after
zooming to an overconfident 6-1
lead by the second inning. But
they failed to hold off the Sun’s
sparkle in the fifth and seventh
innings.

After Sun Tavern scored a run
on Woodring’s RBI single in the
top of the first inning, the bottom
of inning brought success for the
Diva’s as Henkels and Rusin, re-
spectively, each singled and
scored on DeNizo’s double. Matt
Canfield triggered an RBI sac fly,
and Rusin followed up with an

RBI single to make the score, 4-
1. Two Divas crossed the plate in
the second, highlighted by
DiNizo’s homer over the right-
centerfield fence.

After a poor beginning, Dan
Samila and his friends had no
intentions of allowing the Divas
to dance to victory. “Let’s do
something different. Let’s get
some hits,” Dan urged.

Five Tavern men got on the
scoreboard in the top of the fifth.
Marks lofted an RBI sacrifice then,
“That a boy, Billy,” shouted an
anonymous Sun fan, as Aumenta
ripped an RBI double, “Keep ‘em
moving now!”

Lau’s and Woordring’s RBI
singles concluded with Pete
Samila’s RBI single knotted the
score at 6-6.Probitas Verus Honos
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In the seventh, Sun Tavern
nearly secured the victory add-
ing four runs to their total. Be-
ginning with Alvarez’s triple,
Bendix tapped an RBI single.
Marks hacked an RBI sac fly ball
to center.

“Just a line drive Billy,” urged
his teammates. Aumenta
sneaked the ball under the fence
for a ground-rule double and
scored on Lau’s RBI single. Lau
later sashayed home on
Woodring’s double.

Diva went down 1-2-3 in the
bottom of the seventh thanks to
two fine plays by Alvarez and
Aumenta.
Divas 210 100 0 4
Sun Tavern 060 000 x 6

Sun Tavern 100 050 4 10
Divas 420 000 0 6

Sun Tavern Flags Divas in Scotch Plains Men’s Softball ‘A’ Division Playoffs, 6-4, 10-6

Probitas Verus Honos


