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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Charlie Riley rapped a ground-
rule double in the bottom of the
sixth inning to score Matt Crowley
with the tying run then Sean Flynn
drilled a walk-off RBI single to earn
the Westfield Blue U12 baseball
team an 8-7 victory over the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) Blue in the
semifinal round of the Central Jer-
sey League playoffs at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on July 24.

The Raider Blue actually had a
9-5 advantage in hits, but
Westfield Blue made very good

use of seven walks, combining
eight stolen bases with numerous
passed balls or wild pitches and a
balk. John Kaminskas started on
the mound and yielded four runs
on two hits and five walks, while
striking out four in three innings.
Dan Wilkinson pitched the final
three innings and allowed four
runs on three hits and two walks,
while fanning three.

“Passed balls and walks really
beat us tonight. Their leadoff
batter got on about every inning.
The first three runs they scored
were walks. We play a little tighter

defense, get a few less walks, it
could be a different story,” Raider
Head Coach Andrew Mulvee said.

“It was a tight game and
throughout the whole thing. You
go back-and-forth. This would
have been for our guys a little
motivation, because it could have
been their last game on this field.
It was motivation to get the job
done, put the ball in play and get
timely hitting,” Westfield Blue
Head Coach Chris Flynn said.

The Raiders had their share of
free passes also with eight but
managed only three stolen bases,
while Westfield’s four pitchers
yielded only one wild pitch. Start-
ing pitcher Jack Sandstedt, in
two innings, allowed two runs on
four hits and one walk, while

striking out two. Matt McIntyre
pitched the third inning, allowing
one run on two hits and two
walks. MJ Catanzaro tossed the
fourth and fifth innings, allowing
four runs on three hits and four
walks, while fanning two. Mike
Carlone pitched shutout ball in
the sixth, allowing only one walk.

Flynn finished 2-for-2 with a
walk, a run scored, an RBI and a
stolen base. Riley also stole third
base in that crucial sixth inning
that set up his winning score.
Crowley also blasted a solo home
run in the third inning. Jack
DiFilippo had an RBI single.
Sandstedt scored twice, and
Catanzaro had a pair of RBI in his
two plate appearances.

Raider Nick Merkel provided a
two-run double, a successful sui-
cide squeeze bunt RBI and a run

scored after a walk. Miles Owens
went 2-for-2 with a two-run
double and a run scored.
Wilkinson singled twice and
scored once. Josh Canavan
walked twice, scored twice, added
an RBI and stole two bases (one
as a courtesy runner). Angelo
DiNizo singled and scored, and
drew a walk. Charlie Fugett
singled, walked and scored once.
Carter Pompino singled, Jon
Koseoglu walked twice and Ted
Giandana walked once.

“It’s always a tight game against
them. We hit the ball well to-
night. What I liked was some of
the guys who haven’t been hit-
ting a lot, came out and got big
hits,” Coach Mulvee said.

SPF took a 2-0 lead in the top of
the first. Canavan walked,

WF WHITE’s RILEY, FLYNN SPARK WIN; SPF’s MERKEL 2 HITS, 3 RBI; OWENS 2 HITS, 2 RBI

WF Blue 12s Sting SPF Blue in Central Jersey Semis, 8-7
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Wilkinson singled past first and
Merkel lined his two-run double
to right. Westfield answered with
a run. McIntyre drew a leadoff
walk and came all the way around
to score on DiFilippo’s single to
left. Crowley ripped a long drive,
but leftfielder Fugett hauled it in
at the fence.

Westfield Blue manufactured

two runs on no hits in the second
to take a 3-2 lead. Aiden Gilman
drew a leadoff walk, stole second
then scored on two passed balls.
Sandstedt walked, stole second,
advanced to third on a ball in the
dirt and scored on Catanzaro’s
groundout to first.

The Raiders knotted the score
in the third. After Canavan

walked, centerfielder Gilman
robbed Koseoglu of a hit with a
great catch. Wilkinson singled
and with Canavan on third, Merkel
laid down his perfect suicide
squeeze. Shortstop Carlone pre-
vented further scoring with an
unassisted double play.

“That was a big bunt play that
we didn’t do at the beginning of
the year that we are doing now.
For me that’s the most important
part,” Coach Mulvee said.

Crowley’s solo homer into the
parking lot got out of town in a
hurry in the Westfield third then
SPF plated two in the fourth to
seize a 5-4 lead. Fugett reached
base on an error and later man-
aged to score on a wild pitch.
Owens singled and later scored
on Canavan’s groundout. In the
Westfield fourth, Flynn singled,
stole two bases and scored on
Tom McGuire’s sacrifice fly to
center.

Owen’s two-run double in the
fifth that scored Merkel and DiNizo
put the Raiders in front, 7-5, but
Westfield manufactured another
run when Sandstedt walked, stole

second, sped to third on a wild
pitch and scored on Catanzaro’s
groundout to short.

Sandstedt, playing shortstop, ini-
tiated a second-to-first double play
to hold SPF scoreless in the sixth
then Crowley drew a walk with one
out, stole second, strutted to third
on a balk and scored on Riley’s
double to right. Riley then stole
third and Flynn poked his game-
winning RBI single to left.

“My son had to put the ball in

play and Charlie always makes
contact. He is one of the most
reliable hitters we have on the
team. The boys give him a hard
time, because he’s not the fast-
est guy on the base paths, but he
got to third with one out, which
enabled us to score on an out if
we had to. It made them bring
the infield up. It was a good
game,” Coach Flynn said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 201 220 7
Westfield Blue 121 112 8
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AMENT 2-RBI 3B, 3 RBI; PANCINI SCORES 2 RUNS, LOFFREDO FIRES 3 PERFECT INNINGS

Chatham Jolts Westfield 11s for N.J. League Crown, 7-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One big inning made the differ-
ence in the outcome of the North
Jersey All-Star League champi-
onship game between the
Chatham baseball 11s and the
Westfield 11s at Gumbert 1 Field
in Westfield on July 29.

Having the draw as the home
team, the Chatham Little Cou-
gars sent all 12 of their players to
the plate in the bottom of the
second inning and scored seven
runs then managed to hold off
come back attempts by Westfield
to earn a 7-4 victory and the
North Jersey League crown.

Chatham’s trip to the champi-
onship game was not easy with
such opponents as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and the Cranford Cou-
gars, who just won the Cal Ripken

State Title.
“We beat Scotch Plains in the

first round then we had to beat
Cranford in the semifinal. They
are a very strong team. We put
up nine runs against them. We
were lucky we caught them on a
night when they were playing
state championship game the
following night,” Chatham Head
Coach Andy Bergman said.

Chatham totaled seven hits. Nick
Knezovik drilled a two-run double
and scored once. Gavin Glasgow
doubled and scored once. Mac
Clark had an RBI single and scored
once. Ryan Drum and Andrew
Mitzak each singled and scored
once. Ben and Ryan Krill each
singled. Tyler Cook (RBI) and Luke
Fekete each scored once.

Westfield totaled six hits and
the most effective one came off

the bat of Ethan Ament, who slipped a two-run triple past the legs of the centerfielder. He also
added a third RBI in the fifth
inning. Nick Russo tapped a pair
of singles, Christian Pansini
singled, stole a base and scored
twice, and Victor Coustan
doubled. Jack Reilly singled and
Andrew Echausse walked and
scored once.

Cook started on the mound for
Chatham and allowed three runs
on two hits and three walks,
while striking out two in three
innings. Clark pitched three in-
nings and ceded one run on four
hits, while walking one and fan-
ning one. Echausse pitched the
first two innings for Westfield,
walked two and struck out two.
Leo Loffredo pitched the final
three innings and retired all nine
Cougars he faced.
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“Leo Loffredo is a tremendous
pitcher. He’s had Chatham’s num-
ber all year. He shut them down
and held us in contention.
Chatham can hit the ball all over
the field. We’ve had some big
battles with them this year, in-
cluding one game which they beat
us 16-15. For him to come out
and give us a fighting chance, I
am very happy for him,” Westfield

Head Coach Noah Ament said.
Beginning with Glasgow’s lead-

off double in the second, Chatham
combined six of their seven hits
with a pair of walks, an error, a
wild pitch, a passed ball and a
balk to seize their 7-0 lead. High-
lighted by Ament’s two-run rap
into center, Westfield plated three
runs in the third.

Westfield had Reilly on third in

the fourth inning, but strong de-
fense, especially from third
baseman Glasgow and first
baseman Andrew Bergman, pre-
vented a score. Westfield did,
however, add a run in the fifth.
Pancini singled and advanced to
third on some passed balls. Danny
Varano walked then Pancini scored
on Ament’s hard grounder to third
that was handled by Glasgow.

Westfield made one last at-
tempt to score in the sixth.
Coustan doubled to leftfield and
Russo looped a two-out single
over third, but a long fly ball was
hauled in by the centerfielder.

“That’s one of things I am most
proud about. They never quit.
That last two playoff games we
were losing at one point in both
games. The other teams had us
in a hole. We could have quit and
given up, but we fought back and
ended up on top. Today, we got
in a hole. We missed a few plays
in that second inning, but we
kept our heads up, battled back
and had chances to tie this game
up,” Coach Ament said.

“Our fielding was really strong

tonight. Every time we play
Westfield, it’s a great game. I
knew it was going to be like that
again. We made just enough
plays to hold on at the end. They
tried to come back, and they
almost did,” Coach Bergman said.

“Chatham made plays. The im-
portant things I tell the kids is wins

and losses don’t mean anything,
the important things are what they
do when they are down. Never
quitting, always playing hard and
walking off the field with their
heads up. That’s what we want
them to learn,” Coach Ament said.
Westfield 003 010 4
Chatham 070 00x 7
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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the Central Jersey League
Tournament upper bracket crown
up for grabs, the Westfield White
12U baseball team came one
step closer to making its dream a
reality with an 11-1 triumph over
the Springfield Minutemen in the
semifinal round at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield on July 24.

Westfield received solid pitch-
ing performances from starter
Ethan Wolf and reliever Sean
Root and also got an across-the-
board hitting attack.

“We’re feeling pretty good. We
have a couple of key players
back that have been out for the
past few weeks due to injury and
they are immediately contribut-
ing. We had our league champi-
onship game and Sean Boley
immediately contributed; we won

that game, so it’s nice to walk
away with the league champion-
ship. Now that we’re in the tour-
nament, we’re hopeful that we
can get one more win under our
belts to end the season strong,”
Westfield Head Coach Steve Root
said.

Wolf pitched the first three in-
nings and limited Springfield to
just one hit, a double, while walk-
ing one and striking out three.
Root stepped to the mound in the
fourth inning and allowed just
one single and one walk.

“Ethan (Wolf) is new to our
team. We had a lot of high expec-
tations for him and he is really
living up to them. Something
clicked for him when we went up
to Cooperstown and his pitching
has just been phenomenal. I think
when he’s up there with the heat
he throws, it’s tough for the other

hitters to catch up on it. Root, I
can count on him and put him

into the worst positions. One run
lead, bases loaded, no one out,

somehow he gets himself out of
it; doesn’t get rattled, he knows
with a six-run lead, he’s got a
good defense behind him and
just needs to throw his pitches,”
Coach Root said.

Ryan Lashuk walked and pinch
runner Chris Huppart scored
Springfield’s only run in a third-
to-home run down in the second
inning. Only two Minutemen put
the ball in play. Anthony
Petruzziello bashed a double in
the first inning and Rob Villalba
singled in the fourth inning.
Hubbart was robbed of a base hit
on a fine defensive play from
Westfield White shortstop John
Humiston in the second and
Petruzziello returned to the dug-
out empty handed on Nathan
Hefner’s fine play in the fourth
inning.

WF PITCHERS WOLF, ROOT SILENCE MINUTEMEN; HEFNER, WOLF, LEONE EACH GO 2-FOR-2

WF White Stops Springfield in Central Jersey League, 11-1
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“Having Boley back; a key part
of our middle infield, has allowed
us to adjust and put kids back
into positions where they really
had strength. I look at Humiston,
the shortstop, and the way he’s
very patient; doesn’t rush the
throws to first. At third base,
Andrew Caminiti has really got-

ten solid. Hefner has really been
playing solid for us. I got confi-
dence with all of our 12 guys. I
can put anyone in any position,
and right now they have the con-
fidence that they are going to
make the right plays, Coach Root
said.

Westfield White totaled 10 hits

and Hefner went 2-for-2 and
added four RBI. Wolf went 2-for-
2, including an RBI double, and
Matt Leone rapped a pair of
singles.

Westfield scored once in the
bottom of the first inning off of
starting pitcher Lashuk when
Hefner reached on a
dropped ball in the outfield,
swiped second base and
scored on Boley’s single to
center.

“After the second inning,
when we had two outs on a
call third strike, I told our
guys, be smarter at the
plate, protect on the third
strikes and they took that
to heart. Seeing that pitcher
a second time helped us a
lot. We were prepared and
knew what to expect,”
Coach Root said.

Westfield took a 7-1 lead
in the third. Wolf drilled a
single to center. With Rosen
and Alfono on base, Hefner
punched his two-run single
to left, Humiston followed
with a single, Boley lofted

an RBI sac fly and Leone slashed
an RBI single. DeRosa added an
RBI sac fly and Andrew Caminiti
smashed an RBI line drive.

“I told our guys, they’ve faced
a lot of pitchers, who were big
and throw hard like Lashuk did.
Told them if they were patient,

waited for their spots, it was
going to come for them, and it
did. I was proud the way our
guys battled and not let a big
player like that intimidate them
and bring them down,” Coach
Root said.

In the fourth inning, Westfield
took conclusive action with four
runs. Jake Saltzer sizzled a hot
liner up the middle, advanced to
second and scored on Wolf’s
double to center. Rosen and
Alfano were issued free passes
and Hefner did the rest as the
umpire stepped in to halt the
contest.

“I did not say anything to any-
one in the dugout, but I was
hoping with a possible game to-
morrow that the boys would do
what they needed to do, and we
could save a couple of our pitch-
ers and they did,” Coach Root
said.
Springfield 010 0 1
Westfield 106 4 11

Probitas Verus Honos
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Angie Melillo blasted a grand
slam home run in the second
inning to send a loud and clear
message to the men of the
Linwood Inn that Awnings Galore
was on the road to a 14-1 victory
in Union County Senior 50+ Soft-
ball League action at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on July 25.

Awnings Galore’s 20-hit bom-
bardment overshadowed some
fine defensive plays from Linwood
Inn infielders, second baseman
John Esposito, shortstop Jim
Sydlo and third baseman Joe
Menza, and centerfielder Steve
Lerner and leftfielder Brian
Schaefer, whose aggressiveness
and willingness to risk injury
dazzled his opponents.

In reality, Awnings Galore ac-

tually plated 15 runs, but Melillo’s
homer made it seven runs in the
inning and a six-run rule was in
effect at the time. Every Awnings
batter got a piece
of the offensive
action, and
Melillo led the
charge, going 2-
for-4 with six RBI
and two runs
scored. Frank
D’Antico rapped
three singles in
his four at-bats,
scored twice and
added three RBI.
Leadoff hitter
Bobby Lorincz
belted a pair of
singles and a
double, walked
once, had an RBI

and scored twice. Tom Breen
also rapped three singles, while
scoring three times and adding
an RBI.

Awnings’ Bruce Crawford
tripled, singled and scored once.
Mike Kovatch slapped a pair of
singles and had an RBI. John

Campanella singled twice,
scored once and had an RBI.
Gary Cuttler doubled and
scored twice. Neil
Granstrand and pitcher Tom
Colandro each singled and
scored once.

Colandro managed to
spread around Linwood
Inn’s 11 hits, with the ex-
ception of the third inning
when he yielded four hits
and their only run. Menza
had two hits and produced
Linwood’s only RBI. Joe
Sarica scored the only run.
Jeff Villani tripled and
singled in his three at-bats,
and pitcher Tommy Sciano

singled twice in his three plate
appearances. Stu Lukowiak,
Sydlo and Lerner each contrib-
uted a single.

After Awnings failed to score in
the top of the first inning, Linwood
Inn threatened with Sarica on
third and Menza on first, but
Awnings’ reliable leftfielder
Granstrand hauled in Sydlo’s long
fly ball.

Crawford opened Awnings’ sec-
ond inning with a triple over the
leftfielder’s head. D’Antico
chopped an RBI single past sec-
ond. Kovatch and Breen singled,
Campanella poked an RBI single
and Colandro hit into a force-out
at home. Lorincz skid an RBI
single and Melillo hammered his
grand slam to far right field to
end the barrage.

AWNINGS’ MELILLO HAMMERS GRAND SLAM HR, 6 RBI; D’ANTICO DRILLS 3 SINGLES, 3 RBI

Awnings Covers Linwood Inn in UC Sr. 50+ Softball, 14-1

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Two more Awnings men covered
home in the third. Cuttler slashed
a leadoff double, D’Antico singled
to center, Kovatch wobbled an
RBI single by second and Breen
bopped an RBI single to left.

The Innmen got on the
scoreboard in the third. Lerner
singled to center, but Sarica’s

grounder to short resulted in a
force-out. Helfrich singled to right
then Menza brought Sarica home
with a single to right-center.

Awnings clouded Linwood’s
hopes even more with four runs
in the fourth. Lorincz doubled to
center and Melillo yanked a single
to left. An error at third allowed

Lorincz to score and Cuttler to
reach first. Granstrand ricocheted
a hard single off the pitcher’s leg,
D’Antico lined a two-run single to
center then Granstrand also
scored when the relay from cen-
ter rolled out of play.

In the fifth, Breen, who reached
base on an error, scored on

Melillo’s sacrifice fly to center to
make the score, 13-1. In the
Linwood fifth, Awnings shortstop
Cuttler made a spectacular leap-
ing stab of Menza’s vicious liner
to end the inning.

In the sixth, Linwood leftfielder
Schaefer hauled in a wicked shot
off the bat of Kovatch then Aw-

nings leftfielder Granstrand
snagged a liner off the bat of
Villani. Awnings plated its final
run in the seventh when Breen
scribbled a single over third and
later skipped home on Melillo’s
groundout to second.
Awnings Galore 062 410 1 14
Linwood Inn 001 000 0 1
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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Six runs in the fifth inning pro-
vided a feisty St. George team
enough punch to gain an 11-8,
victory over St. Anne in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July 25.

St. George posted an 18-hit
attack and was led by Kevin
Stines, who rapped a triple, two
singles and three RBI. Leadoff
batter Mike Walch and John
DeProspero had three singles and
one RBI each. Glenn Gang
slapped a pair of singles and
three RBI.

St. Anne totaled 15 hits and
were led by crafty and, oh yes,
he can still scald a ball, veteran
Joe McEvoy, who led the team
with two singles and two RBI.

Steve Muratore thumped a triple,
two singles and scored a run, and
pitcher Chris Giordano contrib-
uted two runs.

St. George drew first blood with
three runs in the top of the first
inning. Walch and DeProspero
led off with respective singles
and scored on Stines’ triple. Gang
followed with an RBI single.

St. Anne responded with one
run in the bottom of the inning
when Paul Costello bashed a
double and scored on Giordano’s
RBI sac fly to center. But St.
Anne plated four more runs in
the third.

“Top of the order,” hollered
McEvoy, who was batting 10th in
the order. McEvoy heeded his
call, poked a single and scored
on Muratore’s triple.

“Way to spring out of the box,”

jeered Mike Flanagan, “You bring
the oxygen Costello?”

Flanagan followed with an RBI
single and Costello doubled to
right center. Giordano stepped
to the plate and lofted a RBI sac
fly. Any notion of a big inning
vanished temporarily when Gang,
from his shortstop position, pulled
off a diving grab of a steaming
liner off the stick of Jerry Russo.
Leso, however, came to bat and
ripped an RBI single to make the
score, 5-3.

St. George notched a run in the
fourth when DeProspero and
Stines each stung singles and
Bob Cihanowyz cracked an RBI
single.

Six St. George men got their
cleats sparking on seven hits in
the top of the fifth. Dennis Reilly

ST. GEORGE’S STINES RIPS 2 SINGLES, TRIPLE, 3 RBI;GANG 3 RBI, ST. ANNE’S McEVOY 2 RBI

St. George Rumbles in Fifth, Tops Scrappy St. Anne, 11-8
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sparks with his two RBI single to
complete the scoring and to give
the Georgies a 10-5 lead.

As St. Anne came to bat in the
fifth, and McEvoy blurted, “Let’s
go boys, we need base runners.”

His teammates grazed the
Georgy boys with three runs.
After registering two outs, Leso
and Jim Killeen singled, and Tom
Litterio was a happy guy when
the ball fell in for a single that
loaded the bases. Steve Polak
answered the call with an RBI
single and self-proclaimed “Top
of the order batter,” Mr. McEvoy
wiggled a two-run single up the
middle.

St. George added one run to
their total in the seventh inning
when Joe Ursino singled and
Brown triggered an RBI single.
St. George 300 160 1 11
St. Anne 104 030 0 8

St. Georgie Boys Top Scrappy St. Anne in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball, 11-8
pushed a single, and Floyd Rob-
erts and Coady Brown each col-
lected their respective singles to
load the pods. Next, pitcher Jeff

Friedlander lofted an RBI sac fly
then Walch, DeProspero and
Stines brought home the bacon
with an RBI each, and Gang drew

Probitas Verus Honos


