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l'ennemi du journaliste

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive muscle, superb field-
ing combined with strong pitching
molded the outcome of the
Cranford High School baseball
team’s 13-3, five-inning victory
over Governor Livingston in Ber-
keley Heights on April 18. The 6-
0 Cougars, ranked No. 2, totaled
10 hits, including one home run
and four doubles, while the 5-3
Highlanders totaled six hits, in-
cluding one home run.

Cougar starting pitcher John
Armstrong (3-0) tossed a five-
hitter, allowed three runs and
walked one in four innings on the
mound. George Georgeadis tossed
a one-hitter and walked one in his
one inning of relief.

“I thought they hit the ball well,
fortunately for us they hit the ball
spots we were playing. John
Armstrong pitched a good game,
infield played a great game; they
did a nice job. There were two
double plays and Sean Feeney
made some very good plays to-
day; credit to the infield, they
work very hard and fortunately
we were able to make plays to-
day,” said Cranford Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey, who registered
his 300th victory.

McCaffrey added, “As far as
rankings are concerned, they mean
nothing. It’s just a matter of stay-
ing in the moment, playing that
game and worrying about that. We
don’t really get involved in that
type of stuff during the season. We
worry about it towards the end. You
just want to improve every day,
just take care of the things you can
control and keep that mindset.”

Cougar shortstop Sean Feeney
sizzled with the glove and created
lots of sparks with the “metal
stick”, going 2-for-2 ,including
two, two-run doubles and scoring
one run. Feeney provided nine
assists, including three putouts,
and was part of two double plays.
Chris Folinusz (RBI) went 2-for-3
with a solo home run and double.
Alex Plick had an RBI and scored
three runs, and leadoff hitter

Tommy Trotter scored twice and
added an RBI.

The Cougars tagged Ryan
Jennings for 11 runs; six earned
on eight hits. Jennings struck out
two batters and walked four in 3-
2/3 innings. John Tomlinson en-
tered the fourth, allowing two
unearned runs to score. Barron
Natelli smacked a home run,
Jennings doubled and scored a
run, and Steve Duda added a pair

of singles and an RBI. Ian Lynch
and John Tedesco each contrib-
uted singles. The Highlanders
packed five errors.

FEENEY RAPS 2 DOUBLES, 4 RBI; PLICK SCORES 3 RUNS; FOLINUSZ WHACKS HR, DOUBLE, 2 RBI

Cougar Baseball Nine Unload Muscle on Highlanders, 13-3
“When you don’t make plays,

you don’t win. That’s really the
bottom line. Yeah, yeah it’s a
young team, young team, young
team, but it’s a learning lesson.
It’s a good bunch of kids. They
were ready to play, but when you
make five errors, you don’t de-
serve to win,” GL’s Head Coach
Chris Roof said.

The 5-3 Highlanders took a 2-0
lead in the first inning when Duda

singled and Natelli deposited a
fastball over the leftfield netting.

The Cougars took control with a
3-2 lead in the second. Jake Fore-
stall doubled to center and scored
on an infield bobble. Trotter trot-
ted to first on a dropped ball in

right and Feeney whacked a two-
RBI double to left. Folinusz led off
the third, crushing a homer to
center to make the score, 4-2.

In the bottom of the inning, the
locals came back within one when
Jennings reached on a ground-
rule double and scored on Duda’s
single to left. A well-executed (4-
6-3) Forrestal-Feeney-Plick double
play ended the inning.

“I just pounded away with
fastbalIs the whole time; they
weren’t ready for it; they were
just sitting off-speed sometimes,
so I just kept pounding fastballs,
just keep them off-balance and
not ready to hit. As the game
showed, the infield did its job and
defense really stood up for me,”
Armstrong said.

Everything fell apart for the High-
landers in the fourth when 14 Cou-
gars roared loudly for nine runs.
Feeney blasted a two-run double
to right, putting Cranford up, 6-3.
Next, with two hungry Cougars on
the base paths, Folinusz doubled
in a run, while two more Cougars
scored in the next at-bat on yet
another GL error. Cranford tallied
four more runs after that when
Trotter singled in two runs then
Plick and Sam Scheerer each added
RBI singles.

The Highlanders’ Natelli man-
aged to slap a single to kick off the
fourth but the defense growled
one last time with Feeney engi-
neering a game ending double play.

“Defense is something we take
pride in and our coaches are always
on us about that. We cannot make
errors or mistakes because it will
cost us a game, so we need to make
every play. Double plays are al-
ways a pitcher’s best friend, so we
like to get the ball out of our gloves
quickly so we can turn as many as
we can and today we did a very
good job at that,” Feeney said.
Cranford 031 90 13
Gov. Livingston 201 00 3

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING INTO SECOND BASE ON “THE HILL” AT GL...Cougar Ryan Williamson, No. 3, slides safely into second
base in the game against the Governor Livingston Highlanders in Berkeley Heights on April 18. The Cougars defeated
the Highlanders in five innings, 13-3.
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WF BOYS WIN DISTANCE MEDLEY RELAY; COUGAR GIRLS SET MEET RECORD IN TRIPLE JUMP

Viking Boys Win Four Events at Blue Devil Classic Relays
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Run for Boston” was the theme
at the 25th Blue Devil Classic
Relays, featuring 29 teams, at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 20. The Union Catholic
High School boys literally ran
away with top honors in four
events, including establishing
new meet records (MR) in the
shuttle hurdles, 4x400 and the
intermediate hurdles.

Vikings Taylor McLaughlin,
Tyrell Gibbs, Christoffe Scott and
Oba Animashaun wasted little
time setting the MR in the shuttle
hurdles with a time of 59.69,
breaking the old record of
1:02.99 set by Franklin in 2012.

“Our shuttles are real good

indoor, so moving outside, we
think we are better. We actually
ran it without our top guy [Zach
Ghizzone], our indoor champion
55-meter hurdle winner. We
have a good DM[R]. We are
hoping we will win. Our 4x2, we
are going to do pretty good at
today. Our 4x4 we will go pretty
good. We will run a nice sprint
med[ley], and I’m sure there’s
more. We are putting together a
pretty nice meet today before
Penn Relays,” Viking Head Coach
Mike McCabe said just before
the DMR (Distance Medley Re-
lay).

Blue Devils Matt Luppino, Joe
Obiajulu, Dan Luzzi and Kevin
Smith out-kicked Freehold
Township and Union Catholic,

respectively, to win the DMR in
10:30.4. Vikings Andrew
Ghizzone, Mike DeAngelis, Kenny
Evely and Derek Siegel finished
in 10:38.71.

Luppino ran the 1,200 leg and
handed off to Obiajulu, who ran
the 400 leg.

“I think that’s the first time I
ran a 12 in over a year. It was a
little different. They went out
harder, but when we had about
500 to go, I realized that I had to
take the race and go in for a big
lead,” Luppino said.

“Luppino put me in great posi-
tion for running my 4. I took it
out harder than I normally do to
not lose contact. With 400 run-
ners, it’s pretty fast, so I just
went for it,” Obiajulu said.

Luzzi, who ran the 800 leg,
said, “The Westfield Classic is
never a joke. This is seriously
tough, the teams that come here
with Union Catholic that were
national champions in multiple
events. Freehold Township beat
us indoor. When all of us got the
baton, we knew we had to do our
job. Union Catholic was ahead of
me, so I knew I had to stick with
him and get to the finish as close
as I could to get it to Smith. I
knew if I got it to him and ran a
good time, it would be ours”

“I knew I had to get Union
Catholic, because he is quick. I
had to go out hard and finish
hard, because the kid from Free-
hold Township is hard to beat.
He came from about 10 seconds

back to get us at the state meet
indoor, so I had to make sure he
couldn’t come up on me,” said
Smith, who ran the 1,600 leg.

The foursome also had another
reason to come out with a fine
performance.

“Almost everybody knows what
happened in Boston. We just
wanted to do something for the
victims and what happened
there, so we got a bunch of
runners to write ‘Boston’ on their
legs. And they are having a do-
nation over at the snack bar. We
are selling shirts, and part of the
profit we get from the shirts
some of that will help the first
responders in Boston,” Smith
said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE LEAD IN THE DMR...Blue Devil Kevin Smith keeps the lead in the 1,600-meter leg
of the Distance Medley Relay. Matt Luppino, Joe Obiajulu, Dan Luzzi and Smith won the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR TRIO...Cougars Regine Hunter, Bryanna Grant and Ashley McGuire display their
medals during the Blue Devil Classic Relays.

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Blue Devil Head Coach Chris
Tafelski has been using this meet
to test different combinations in
the relays.

“We tried a different lineup in
the DMR. We put Kevin Smith on
the anchor, and I think that
worked out pretty well for us.
The 4x8, we have been cycling
that through, because today we
put Matt Luppino back on the

sprint med[ley], so I didn’t want
him to run three times. We are
trying to find out who that fourth
leg will be when we go to the
Penn Relays this week. I decided
that we are not going to run the
4x4 today. The reason is that
two of the four guys just ran the
sprint medley, and there’s only
about 30 minutes of recovery
time. That’s a lot of racing for

these kids, and this is the time of
the year where with greed, kids
can get hurt, and I want healthy
guys when we get into the county
meets,” he said.

Westfield finished second in
the Sprint Medley Relay (SMR)
at 3:37.42. Luzzi, Pat Terry, Mike
Reilly and Smith finished fourth
in the 4x800 at 8:25.65.

Vikings McLaughlin,
Animashaun and Serge Gilbert
set the MR in the intermediate
hurdles at 2:49.94, topping their
former record of 2:51.34 set in
2011. Steve Franco, Jordan
Jimerson, DeAngelis and Zach
Ghizzone took first in the 4x200
at 1:30.36. Animashaun,
Jimerson, Evely and McLaughlin
took first in the 4x400 in a MR
time of 3:16.1, topping their
last year’s record of 3:20.03.

Blue Devil Peter Fagan, who
cleared 15-0 in the pole vault
during winter track has had his
sights set on surpassing the WHS
record of 15-3 owned by Mike
Woods.

“That’s my first goal for this
season, to hopefully break that
record. Towards the end of the
indoor season, you have to go
up by six inches, there was a lot
of times that I didn’t get 15-6,

but I think I could have gotten
15-4,” Fagan said.

In order to have a better chance
to beat Woods’ record, Fagan
first would have to adjust to the
outdoor weather and changing
to a longer pole.

“It’s pretty hard sometimes,
because there’s no wind indoors.
I am working on getting up to
the longer poles right now. I get

a little nervous sometimes, but
it’s like a thing that I got to really
do. I was using 14-feet 7-inch
poles over the winter, and I am
trying to get up to 15 feet poles,”
Fagan said.

Fagan has also been compet-
ing in the long jump.

“It helps me in the pole vault.
It helps me get the speed. It’s

Viking Boys Win Four Events at Blue Devil Classic Relays, Blue Devil Boys win DMR

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Probitas Verus Honos
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Viking Boys Win Four Events at Blue Devil Classic Relays, Blue Devil Boys win DMR
the same thing basically but
without a pole,” Fagan said.

Fagan did have difficulty ad-
justing to his poles, which opened

the door for Cougars Pat Lynch
and Mike Helmstetter to win the
event with a combined height of
25-0. Helmstetter achieved a
personal-best height of 12 feet.
Andrew and Zach Ghizzone
placed second at 24-0.

“I have had my PR at 11-6 since
my sophomore year. I took three
attempts on my first height at 11
then I skipped 11-6 so I could get
three attempts at 12, but I hit it
on my first try. I moved up to a 14
foot pole, and it just shoots me
up,” Helmstetter explained.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers Rashan Gary, with a shove of
48-8 and Billy Castore took top
honors in the shot put with a
distance of 96-10.5. Cougars Rob
O’Shaughnessy and Rob Kessler
placed fourth with a distance of
87-2.25. O’Shaughnessy and
Kessler placed third in the discus

with a distance of 237-8. Kessler
and Troy Kettler placed fifth in

the javelin at 269-2.

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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For the girls, Cougars Bryanna Grant and Regine
Hunter broke their own MR of 73-5.25 (2012) in
the triple jump with a combined distance of 73-8.
Grant and Hunter joined Ashley McGuire and
Laura Van Horn to win the shuttle hurdles with a
time of 1:05.19. Raiders Leah Salituro, Tori
Baliatico, Kailyn Reilly and Christine Miklas fin-
ished fourth at 1:09.94.

“Our goal today was to break our own record
and the girls did it. They were not happy with how
they jumped, but it’s only April. They did get to
break their own record as two seniors. I hope that
record stands for a while,” Cougar Head Coach
Peter Kane said.

Blue Devils Mae Devin and Ida Chen took first in
the pole vault with a height of 16-0, and Cougars
Grant and Amanda Tarantino placed third at 14-
6.

“I got a brand new girl in Amanda Tarantino. The
important part is getting Bry a partner. Having
two girls, who can clear heights, is going to set us
up for the county meets,” Coach Kane said.

Although the Cougars did not place in the top-
6 in the long jump, Hunter had the longest leap at
16-11.5. Blue Devil Elena Chermak had the third
best at 15-7. Raiders Christine Charles and Sarah

Bowles placed fifth in the event with a distance of
28-10.25.

Raiders Samantha Renfree at 118-5 (meet’s
best toss) and Christy Monroy won the javelin with
a combined distance of 213-4. Renfree and Monroy
also placed fourth in the discus at 161-0. Renfree
and Taylor Downing placed fourth in the shot put
with a distance of 63-3.

Blue Devils Johanna Mermer, Lily Burtness,
Meghan O’Dwyer and Gabby Stravach finished
second in the DMR at 12:58.36. Blue Devils
Sophia Goldschmidt, Burtness, Natalie Marcotullio
and Amanda Fischer finished third in the 4x400 at
4:06.55. Marcotullio, Stravach, O’Dwyer and
Burtness finished third in the 4x800 at 10:00.07.

Cougars McGuire, Van Horn and Jenna
Ellenbacher finished third in the intermediate
hurdles at 3:34.8, and Raider Baliatico, Reilly and
Salituro finished fourth at 3:39.43. Bowles, Devora
Ward, Charles and Dariana DeVore finished fourth
in the 4x100 at 51.35. Bowles, Ward, Justine
Valdes and Charles finished fourth in the 4x200 at
1:47.49 Fischer, Goldschmidt, Chermak and Jenna
Helfand finished sixth at 1:48.41. Charles and
Miklas tied for fifth in the high jump with a height
of 9-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Morgan Mason, a senior on the varsity lacrosse team,
recently scored her 100th career goal and leads the Cougars with 25 goals and 6 assists this season.
Sean Feeney, a four year starter on the varsity baseball team, has a hitting streak that has led the
Cougars to a 7-0 start. He currently has 15 hits and 4 RBI.

Viking Boys Win Four at Blue Devil Classic
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RAIDER RODGERS WINS 1ST SINGLES TITLE IN 3 SETS, WF’S THOMPSON GETS 3RD AT 1ST SINGLES

Blue Devils Win 9th Straight UCT Boys Tennis Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition for the Union
County Tournament (UCT) boys
tennis title was expected to be a
tossup among three teams, but
after much of the fuzz on the
tennis balls were worn down, it
was the Westfield High School
Blue Devils who prevailed to claim
their ninth straight UCT title at
Doug Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on April 19.

The Blue Devils did have a slight
edge entering the UCT with three
top seeds, a third seed and a
fourth but stepped up to the
challenge to claim four of the five
flights and grab a third in the
other to finish with 92 points,
ahead of the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Raiders, who claimed
one champion, two seconds and
two thirds, to finish with a 76
total. Summit (S) finished third
with 57 points and New Provi-
dence (NP) placed fourth at 41
points. Oratory took fifth at 24,
followed by Governor Livingston
(GL) at 22, Elizabeth (E) at 16,
Cranford at 13 and Johnson at 5.

Raider sophomore Jeffrey
Rodgers, seeded first at first
singles, defeated Cranford Cou-
gar Christian Woo, 6-1, 6-0, to
face fourth-seeded Blue Devil
Scott Thompson, who had shut
out Kevin Romero (P). Rodgers
was on his game and won, 6-1,
6-1.

“I ended up playing really well
this time, probably the best I

played all year. Scotty played
well, and I ended up eking it out.
I was feeling good in everything.
I was trying to attack the net as
much as possible. I was serving
well. When everything comes
together, you have a good shot
at winning,” Rodgers said.

As to his upcoming match for
the title, he said. “I am just going
to have to prepare well. Play my
game and pretty much duplicate
what I did this morning, and
hopefully it will be the same re-
sult.”

Rodgers went to three sets with
Max McDonald (S) but prevailed,
6-3, 6-7, 6-4, breaking
McDonald’s serve three times in
the final set.

In Woo’s opening match, he

dug himself a hole against Jared
Burke (Union Catholic).

“Right now, he is seeded eighth.
It’s 5-0 right now. That’s not too
good. I didn’t expect him to be
down 5-0, but he is a comeback
kid. He does it a lot. Our team
across the board is pretty much
8th and 7th seeds,” Cougar Head
Coach Rich Goldstein said.

Woo did comeback. After drop-
ping the first set, 6-1, he won the
next two, 6-1, 6-2. Woo finished
eighth.

Thompson faced Elizabeth’s
Jorge Del Rey, last year’s UCT
first singles champ, for third place

and won in two sets, 7-5, 6-3.
“All four of us are pretty much

the same. I think it was my fore-
hand and I kept coming back to
his backhand,” Thompson said.

“All five positions! All five of our
guys won — four in the finals and
one in the consolations. In the
finals, we needed three of them
to win. Scott lost to Mr. Rodgers
and then Scott came back and
played a great match. We had a
game plan. When Scott stuck to
the game plan, he didn’t give up
points. He’s had a very, very
rough season. He’s played the
best they have to offer. Hope-
fully, this will catapult him into
being the player that we want
him to be,” Blue Devil Head CoachProbitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD AT FIRST SINGLES...Blue Devil senior Scott Thompson

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT FIRST SINGLES...Raider sophomore Jeffrey Rodgers – UCT Champion

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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George Kapner said.
Blue Devil Adam Greene drew

the third seed at second singles
and won his first match, 6-0, 6-
0, to advance to the quarterfinals
where he topped Jensen Butler

(GL), 7-5, 6-0. A lot was at stake
in his semifinal match with
Hilltopper Matt Celona, who had
defeated him earlier in the sea-
son. This time, however, Greene
won, 6-1, 6-2

“I lost to him earlier, so I wanted
to beat him here at counties. I
played consistently. I attacked
his backhand a lot. I got my first
serves in and kept the ball in play
and waited for him to make er-
rors. My serve was alright today.
I was trying to place it more than
hit it hard and hit to his back-
hand, so I could start the point
off to my advantage,” Greene
said.

Greene’s next opponent for the
title would be either top-seeded
Kevin Maluso (NP) or Raider Mike
Rosenheck, who won his first
match, 6-0, 6-0, and his
quarterfinal match, 6-2, 6-4.

“I have beaten both of them
every time I played them. I think
I just need to play my game, and
I will be fine,” Greene said.

Maluso beat Rosenheck in three
sets, but Greene was prepared
and won, 6-2, 6-1. Rosenheck
claimed third.

“I came in knowing that I had
previously lost to Summit. I
needed to play my best tennis. I

played well in the semifinal, and
I kept it going into the final, and
it worked out,” Greene said.

Top-seeded at third singles,
Blue Devil Tyler Roth shut out his
first opponent in the quarterfinals

then defeated Jordan Hendy
(Oratory), 6-2, 6-0.

“My opponent was very good,
very tough for a semifinal match,
but I thought I played really well.

Blue Devils Capture 9th Straight Union County Tournament Boys Tennis Championship

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Blue Devil Adam Greene

First at second singles

Cougar Christian Woo

8th at first singles

Raider Andrew Leischner

Second at third singles

Raider Mike Rosenheck

Third at second singles
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I liked the way I was being ag-
gressive and coming to the net
and putting the ball away. My
backhands were good. I was hit-
ting through the ball. His weapon
was definitely his forehand, so I
was trying to keep it to his back-

hand, because when he got it to
his forehand, he was moving me
around the court,” Roth ex-
plained.

In the championship match,
Roth would, once again, face
Raider Andrew Leischner, whom

he had defeated in a dual meet.
“It was definitely good to get a

chance to play against him once
to get a feel of how he plays. He’s
tough. He gets to everything. He
runs down every ball,” Roth said.

Leischner defeated Cougar
Lucas Jayne in the quarterfinals
then defeated Pioneer Kevin
Stinchcomb (NP), 6-3, 6-0.

“It was a tough match. He came
out firing the ball well, hitting
winners off me. I knew at that
point, I had to just grind it out,
try to keep it in play and do every
thing I could. Luckily the wind
was in my favor and I was able to
win,” Leischner said.

As to his upcoming match with
Roth, Leischner said, “It’s defi-
nitely going to be a very tough
match. He beat me in the regular
season, and I have to do my best
out there and grind it out.”

Roth played his “A Game” and
defeated Leischner for the title,
6-2, 6-1.

Blue Devils Justin Cafiero and
Ben Cymbala, seeded first at first

team, not a powerhouse but con-
sistent in Union County. Ben and
I went out there to just play our
best. Luckily, a lot of shots went
our way. We played consistent
doubles. Our returns were going

Blue Devils Capture 9th Straight Union County Tournament Boys Tennis Championship
doubles, stopped Cougars Brian
Leu and Alex Levy, 6-0, 6-1, in
the quarters then defeated Ryan
Turner and Nick Xu (NP), 6-0, 6-
3, in the semifinals. Leu and Levy
finished seventh.

“New Providence is a great CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Blue Devils Justin Cafiero & Ben Cymbala
First at  first doubles

Raiders Josh Lopez and Matt Haas – second at second doubles

Blue Devils Jack Siegel &
Will Kelly

First at second doubles

Blue Devil Tyler Roth

First at third singles



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-9  Thursday, April 25, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

“We started off hot. Our serves
were working well. I like the back-
hand and serves. Then the sec-
ond set, they gained a little mo-
mentum. I think they had good
shots, then we were up and it
went to a tiebreaker and we pulled
through,” Siegel said.

“I had much better serves to-
day. We were doing well with our
volleys. He had good ground
strokes and great movement com-
ing to the net. We were more
aggressive than usual,” Kelly said.

CHAMPIONSHIP:
First singles: Rodgers (SPF) d
McDonald (S), 6-3, 6-7 (4), 6-4
Second singles: Greene (W) d Maluso
(NP), 6-2, 6-1
Third singles: Roth (W) d Leischner
(SPF), 6-2, 6-1
First doubles: Cafiero and Cymbala
(W) d Schwartz and Harkins, 6-2, 6-2
Second doubles: Siegel and Kelly (W)
d Lopez and Haas (SPF), 6-2, 7-6 (7-2)

THIRD PLACE:
First singles: Thompson (W) d Del Rey
(E), 7-5, 6-3
Second singles: Rosenheck (SPF) won
by default
Third singles: Hendy (O) d Stinchcomb
(NP), 4-6, 6-3, 6-3
First doubles: A. Ozdamar and J.
Ozdamar (SPF) d Turner and Xu (NP),
7-6 (2), 6-2.
Second doubles: Snyder and Haggerty
(S) d DiPietro and Stern (GL), 7-5, 6-3

Blue Devils Win UCT Tennis Title
in. Our serve percentage was
high, and that’s our recipe for
winning. First serve in and re-
turn, and we think we can win
every point,” Cafiero said.

“We hit solid returns. We were
great at net. ‘Caf’ would put the
ball away. Get first serves in and
be aggressive. That was pretty
much our game plan,” Cymbala
said.

Looking ahead, Cafiero said,
“We know we are playing either
Scotch Plains or Summit. We beat
both of those teams. We know
Scotch Plains and Summit are
always going to test us, because
they play with a lot of intensity
and they know how to play good
tennis. We are going to play ten-
nis we know how to play.”

Cafiero and Cymbala defeated
Summit’s Ben Swartz and Chris
Harkins, 6-2, 6-2, for the title.
Raiders Alex and Jesse Ozdamar
placed third with a 7-6 (4), 6-2,
victory over Turner and Xu.

Blue Devils Jack Siegel and Will
Kelly, seeded first at second
doubles, won, 6-0, 6-1, over the
AL Johnson opponents in the
quarters, stopped Evan DiPietro
and Josh Stern (GL), 6-1, 6-1, in
the semis then defeated Raiders
Josh Lopez and Matt Haas, 6-2.
7-6 (2) for the title.

Cougars Chris Remley & Todd Sweeney

Sixth at second doubles Cranford Committee OKs Budget
With 1.7 percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A unanimous
township committee on Tuesday
gave final approval to the 2013
municipal budget, which calls for
expenditures of $34.2 million and
a 1.69-percent increase in the
municipal portion of property
taxes.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins,
the finance commissioner, said
that the tax increase would aver-
age about $39 per household.
During the public hearing at the
committee’s business meeting,
Mr. Kalnins said appropriations
this year would be 0.69 percent
higher than in 2012. He said the
primary increases were a 4.4-
percent hike in insurance ex-
penses, a 5.7-percent hike in
utility costs and a 13-percent
rise in debt service.

About half of the township’s
$3.4 million in surplus funds will
be used to keep the tax increase
low, he said. Looking ahead, Mr.
Kalnins said township officials
would look at an expansion in
shared-service initiatives, par-
ticularly with health services and
the chief financial officer’s office.
And he said any additional cost
savings that can be realized
through personnel changes and
alterations in the structure of the
municipal government will be
looked at. Township Administra-
tor Joseph Hartnett also said he
would seek to implement “man-
agement efficiencies” in an effort
to save money.

After a brief public hearing dur-
ing which a sole resident asked
for some clarifications on two
personnel positions, the com-
mittee voted 5-0 to approve what
Commissioner Kevin Campbell
described as a “good budget”
that “leaves a large surplus in-

tact.”
In other business during a 75-

minute meeting, the council put
off until Tuesday, May 7, a formal
vote on a bond re-funding ordi-
nance due to some problems with
the public hearing not being prop-
erly noticed in local newspapers.
The re-funding will affect $4.2
million in township debt issued
11 years ago at interest rates in
the 3-percent to 4-percent range
– far higher than rates today,
according to Commissioner
Kalnins. He estimated the sav-
ings would amount to about
$39,000 per year in interest
costs.

At the start of the meeting,
members of Brownie Troop No.
40894 led the committee in the
salute to the flag. Mayor Thomas
Hannen issued a proclamation
declaring tomorrow, Friday, April
26, as Arbor Day. Deputy Mayor
Edward O’Malley presented cer-
tificates to three local businesses
– Bebe International, Simply…
and Reel-Strong Heating and

Cooling – for conducting their
operations in environmentally
friendly ways.

Commissioner Campbell re-
minded residents that the an-
nual Rahway River cleanup will
take place this Saturday, April
27, from 9 a.m. until noon, fol-
lowed by an afternoon of “green”
activities at Hanson Park. The
annual spring downtown street
fair will be held on Sunday, May
5.

Mayor Hannen said TV35 will
be off the air from tomorrow,
April 26, until Friday, May 10, so
that the television station’s equip-
ment and operations can be
moved from the parking lot trailer
it has called home since Hurri-
cane Irene into its new facilities
inside the municipal building. The
mayor also announced that the
state Department of Community
Affairs has awarded Cranford a
$500,000 grant to help with costs
associated with repairs to the
municipal building stemming
from the August 2011 storm.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members on Tuesday approved
the removal of vegetation along
Garwood Brook via herbicide to
control rats despite a request
from United Water Rahway to
use an “alternate method.”

The resolution, initially listed
on the consent agenda of the
council’s January 22 agenda but
tabled because of the environ-
mental concerns of Democratic
Councilman Bill Nierstedt,

awarded the contract to Great
Blue Lake and Pond Manage-
ment. It was adopted Tuesday
night by a 3-1 vote with Mr.
Nierstedt voting no and both
Republicans, Jim Mathieu and
Steven Blaufeder, abstaining.

Mr. Nierstedt, who as chair-
man of the committee on streets
and roads/ecology and who in-
vestigated the matter, voted no
on the proposal after advising
the council the best option was
to go ahead with the spraying

GW OKs Removal of
Vegetation Along Brook

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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but look for an alternative solu-
tion for next year.
He read aloud a letter from
United Water Rahway to Mayor
Pat Quattrocchi, which said the
brook feeds into the Rahway
River, which is a source of drink-
ing water for the City of Rahway.
The herbicide is used to remove
the plants along the waterway,
enabling the placement of rat
traps.

“United Water would prefer an
alternate method of control such
as physically removing the plants
in the areas where the traps will
be placed,” the letter stated. It
recommended that if the council
was going to proceed to not spray
on vegetation in the waterway or
directly into waterway.

“I don’t believe plants are in
the brook, so they definitely don’t
have to spray the water,” Bor-
ough Engineer Donald Guarriello
said.

The letter requested copies of
the necessary permits to spray
the herbicides, which the council
agreed Blue Lake should be
alerted to provide.

The matter was one of the more
widely discussed issues before
the council took up a gun-control
resolution introduced by Mr.
Nierstedt during the work ses-
sion and placed on the agenda
for the regular meeting. While
there was much anticipation
about what would have probably
been a long, laborious debate,
the resolution was tabled.

Mr. Nierstedt raised the issue
at his first meeting on the council
in January, in response to the
school shooting in Connecticut
that left 20 elementary students
and eight adults dead, including
the gunman and his mother.

The resolution would put the
borough on the record as sup-
porting stricter state and federal
regulations of firearms, includ-
ing the re-imposition of “the fed-
eral ban of the sale of military-
style assault weapons”; “univer-

sal background checks”; and a
“ban of high-capacity bullet
magazines/reduction to 10
rounds maximum.”

Mr. Nierstedt acknowledged
that many of the provisions in his
resolution already had been re-
jected in the U.S. Senate and
apologized for his tardiness in
bringing the measure to the coun-
cil.

Council President Sara Todisco
said she personally supported
many of the restrictions in Mr.
Nierstedt’s proposal but asked
that the council delay a vote
until it had an opportunity to
gauge the residents’ opinion on
the matter.

Her comments echoed resi-
dent Joe Garritano who said
during the work session that he
believes gun control is neces-
sary in some aspects, but “there
are too many things being
rammed down citizens’ throats.”

“I really would like to see if the
citizens of this borough...that
we should be able to vote on
how we feel about gun regula-
tions,” Mr. Garritano said.

The motion to delay a vote
passed 4-2 with no votes com-
ing from Mr. Nierstedt and Mr.
Mathieu, who expressed his sup-
port for Second Amendment
rights. Mr. Mathieu declared he
is a member of the National
Rifle Association and that he
owns several semi-automatic
weapons.

“I have a feeling this is like the
next thing like smoking,” he
said. “Like smokers have been
ostracized from society.”

In other matters, council
members instructed Mr.
Guarriello to review the water
runoff tables for a 16-townhouse
development in Westfield on the
Garwood border between
Spruce and Myrtle Avenues.

After attending a Westfield
Board of Adjustment meeting
last week, Mr. Nierstedt said
Westfield officials seemed un-

interested in his and other
Garwood residents’ concerns
about the project, which in-
cludes three affordable housing
units.

The issue was brought up be-
fore the council by former
Garwood Mayor Dennis
McCarthy, prompting Mr.
Nierstedt to voice his reserva-
tions about the development to
be built across the street from
the Westfield Indoor Tennis
Club.

Council members also voted
to approve a “special emergency
appropriation” of $88,250 to pay
the unused sick and vacation
time as well as a “terminal leave”
payment to retiring Police Capt.
James Pipala. The resolution al-
lowed for the borrowing of the
money that would pay Mr. Pipala
in two installments over two
years and allow the borough to
spread the debt, at 1.25 per-
cent interest, over the
Garwood’s budget for the next
five years.

After an agitated objection
from Mr. Mathieu, who com-
plained about “paying people not
to work” and also disliking the
acquisition of more debt, the
panel OK’d the measure 5-1. Mr.
Mathieu was the only no vote.

“I don’t think we should be
adding this to the mountain of
debt that this mayor and coun-
cil have already heaped on to
this borough,” he said. “Pay the
cops a good wage. Pay them
what they’re worth. Don’t give
them a $90,000 bank for not
working.”

The borough is contractually
obligated to make the payout.
Ms. Todisco said the relatively
low interest rate made the ac-
tion the most reasonable op-
tion. She said if the borough had
to make a single payment, resi-
dents would see about a $45
increase on their property taxes
in addition to the $95 increase
they already are facing.

Judge Rules Cranford
Compliant With COAH

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – State Superior
Court Judge Lisa M. Chrystal
has deemed Cranford
Township’s Master Plan compli-
ant with the New Jersey State
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) requirements. The
township’s planning board
amended the Master Plan on
April 3.

In a decision handed down on
Monday in Superior Court in
Elizabeth, the judge ruled that
the township complied with a
December 11, 2011 order which
Judge Chrystal imposed after
the township lost a builder’s
remedy lawsuit brought by
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA).

“The decision will result in an
order of repose which will pro-
tect Cranford from any chal-
lenges relating to Fair Share
Housing until December of
2018,” said former Township
Attorney Philip Morin, who rep-
resented the township at the
compliance hearing. Mr. Morin
also said that Judge Chrystal
asked attorney Stephen
Eisdorfer of Hill Wallack LLP of
Princeton, which represents the
CDA, to prepare an order of
final judgment in the case.

Mr. Morin also said the town-
ship can now go forward to ap-
peal Judge Chrystal’s previous
decision, which ruled in favor of
the CDA building 350 apart-
ments at 215/235 Birchwood
Avenue, 54 of which would be
affordable housing units. The
township is opposed to the
project because of flooding and
contamination concerns.

Cranford has now met its first

and second round of affordable
housing obligations to the state.
If Cranford has any third round
obligations, Mr. Morin said they
cannot be met by new develop-
ment since the township has no
space to develop, but could be
met by rehabilitation of exist-
ing properties. As a result of
this compliance, 24 affordable
units will be allocated at the
Lehigh Associates project, com-
prised of 167 units to be built at
555 South Avenue.

Garwood OKs Removal of Vegetation Along Brook

Probitas Verus Honos

UCC Pres. Elected to
Coll. Presidents Board
CRANFORD – Union County

College President Margaret
McMenamin has been elected
as a board member to the Presi-
dents Academy Executive Com-
mittee (PAEC) of the American
Association of Community Col-
leges (AACC).

She will serve as the northern
region representative for a
three-year term, from July 1,
2013 to June 30, 2016. The
Presidents Academy Executive
Committee was created by the
AACC Board of Directors to ad-
vise the AACC president and
chief executive officer and AACC
Board of Directors on profes-
sional development training for
CEOs.

The PAEC serves in an advi-
sory capacity to the AACC presi-
dent and CEO in planning the
Summer Institute and provides
special sessions for presidents
at the AACC annual convention
and at the Association of Com-
munity College Trustees’ An-
nual Congress. In addition to
service on this national com-
mittee, President McMenamin
is a board member for the Na-
tional Junior College Athletic As-
sociation.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-11  Thursday, April 25, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Another Union County Self-Perk;
Insurance Opt-Out Costing $1,665,000

Three-hundred-and-thirty-
three Union County employees
are taking advantage of a $5,000
health insurance opt-out pay-
ment at a cost to county taxpay-
ers of $1,665,000.

This program is not a mandate;
it is issued through the generos-
ity of the freeholders. Four of
whom are receiving the $5,000
stipend, in addition to their ap-
proximately $30,000 part-time
freeholder salaries: Linda Carter,
B.J. Kowalski, Chrisfour other
Sullivans) – Sullivan doesn’t re-
ceive his freeholder salary be-
cause he is paid $130,000 as the
executive director of the Union
County Utilities Authority.

Because he’s a constitutional
officer, Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
receives a $142,728 salary while
collecting his $84,489.60 pen-
sion. Off the radar was the fact

that he is also receiving a $5,000
stipend from Union County for
opting out of the health plan.
Froehlich’s wife, Marlene
Froehlich, is on the county pay-
roll with the title of telephone
operator, her salary is
$73,100.45. Total compensation
to the Froehlich household is
$305,318.

A quick glance through the list
shows other retires such as An-
drew Moran, public safety direc-
tor, salary $113,796, public pen-
sion $85,733, plus $5,000 sti-
pend = $204,429; and some
employees that also have
spouses on the county payroll or
other public payrolls; or spouses
that are retired.

Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Association

Cranford

with disabilities, their families
and the professionals who work
with them. Education and the
other programs facing cuts would
not only dramatically impact stu-
dents with disabilities, but stu-
dents and families from low-in-
come backgrounds as well. In
our current financial crisis, se-
questration represents a derelic-

Though Congress was able to
avoid sending us over the Fiscal
Cliff by the grace of a 11th hour,
New Year’s decision, the dra-
matic consequences of seques-
tration were merely postponed.
As it stands, the March budget
process will include a 5.1 percent
across the board cut to educa-
tion programs that help students

Fiscal Irresponsibility Has Education Fund Impacts

Maude Lorentzen, 89, Helped Pioneer
Innovative Teaching Technique

Maude Halvorsen Lorentzen,
89, of Southampton, Pa. passed
away on Friday, April 12, 2013,
at Southampton Estates in
Southampton, Pa.

She was born in Brooklyn, N.Y.
on February 17, 1924 to Thomas
and Anna Halvorsen. With her
late husband, Lawrence DeWitt
Lorentzen, she moved to
Fanwood, N.J. in 1952.

Maude was a graduate of Kean
University in Union, N.J., where
she received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Elementary Education
and a Master of Arts degree in
Early Childhood Education.
Maude worked as an elementary
school teacher for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
system from 1968 until 1989,
teaching second, fourth, and fifth
and sixth graders.

With her colleague and team
teaching partner, Marcia Lambek,
she pioneered the team teach-
ing/open classroom concept and
program of teaching fifth-grade
students for two consecutive
years, which was innovative at
the time and which gained criti-
cal acclaim in educational circles.

She and Mrs. Lambek published

the definitive paper on the sub-
ject in Learning Magazine, en-
titled “Putting the Puzzle To-
gether,” and both were adjunct
professors at Kean University as
well.

Maude was a member of the
Christian and Missionary Alliance
Church in Cranford, N.J. for 30-
plus years and is credited with
establishing the Cranford Child
Care Center there.

After Maude’s retirement, she
and Lawrence moved to Specu-
lator, N.Y. In the mid-1990s, they
moved to Boca Raton, Fla. and in
2009, they moved to
Southampton Estates in
Southampton, Pa.

Maude is survived by her son
and daughter-in-law, Kent and
Susan Lorentzen of Hoboken,
N.J.; her daughter and son-in-
law, Susan and Steve Mikels of
Stroudsburg, Pa.; six grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchil-
dren.

A memorial service will be held
on Thursday, May 16, at 11 a.m.
at the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue, Fanwood, N.J.
07023.
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Martha McCarthy, 86, Enjoyed Family;
Bookkeeper, Secretary, Active In Church

Cranford, N.J., where she had
sung in the church choir, served
on many committees and the
church council, and had been
librarian for the church library.

Martha is survived by her chil-
dren, Kathleen (Stephen) Mihaly,
Miriam (Richard) Cochran, Marcia
McCarthy, Christopher (Dory)
McCarthy and Brian McCarthy;
her grandchildren, Matthew,
Katie, Christian, Warren,
Meghan, Ryan, Casey and Julian;
her sister, Irene Highley, and
brother, Eugene Simounet, and
many nieces and nephews. She
was predeceased by her hus-
band, Gerard; son, Ian, and
grandson, Benjamin.

A memorial service will be held
on Saturday, April 27, at 11 a.m.
at the Calvary Lutheran Church
of Cranford.

April 25, 2013

tion of our duty to those who rely
on these programs to level a
fundamentally unequal playing
field.

According to a survey the Coun-
cil for Exceptional Children con-
ducted of administrators of Spe-
cial Education, 95 percent say
that sequestration cuts will lead
to hiring freezes and/or layoffs
and 77 percent say that these
cuts will increase the strain on
schools to provide services to
students with disabilities. With
cuts to the U.S. Department of
Education’s budget totaling $2.5
billion, and cuts to the programs
supported by the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
totaling $600 million, the bottom
line is that every school in the
nation will feel the effects of se-
questration, and the strain on
their ability to provide the best
education possible for all stu-
dents.

In the following years, these
cuts will be even deeper. This is
unacceptable. We must consider
the potential impact of more cuts
to education funds on children
and youth, families, profession-
als and communities. We need
legislation that is well crafted to
provide schools the flexibility they
need to continue to employ teach-
ers and other specialized instruc-
tional support personnel to edu-
cate diverse students and en-
sure that all students receive the
services to which they are en-
titled. The test of our mettle
comes not in times of peace but
in times of crisis, and despite our
current financial climate, we owe
it to all children across the nation
to provide the schools and edu-
cational services they need to
have the bright futures they de-
serve.

Lia Jones
Cranford

Martha B. McCarthy, 86, for-
merly of Westfield, N.J., died on
Monday, December 10, 2012, at
her home in Harford County, Md.

Martha was born and raised in
Newark, N.J., moving to Westfield
after marrying her husband,
Gerard W. McCarthy, where they
raised their five children. She
had worked as a bookkeeper, a
church secretary, a bookstore
salesperson and as a salesper-
son for the Hahne’s and Lord &
Taylor department stores in
Westfield. In addition, she vol-
unteered for the Tamaques El-
ementary School Library.

Martha had enjoyed garden-
ing, sewing, quilting, knitting,
embroidery, reading books and
especially visiting with family and
friends during her long life.

She was a member of the Cal-
vary Lutheran Church of
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