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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nine innings on the mound
was not quite enough for junior
pitcher Elena Scarano to pick
up the win, so she decided to
blast a solo home run in the
bottom of the ninth inning to
give the Westfield High School
softball Blue Devils a 4-3 vic-
tory over the Cranford Cougars
in their home opener on April 2.

Despite the low score, the
game had three lead changes
and a tie before Scarano topped
it off with her leadoff homer
over the leftfielder’s head. On
the mound, Scarano yielded
seven hits and two walks, while
striking out two. Cougar ace
Julie Siragusa recorded eight
strikeouts and walked none,
while allowing nine hits.

“Elena pitched very well and
really picked up her teammates
after we made a few errors.
Elena’s last plate appearance is
the kind of thing that you hope
happens for every athlete you
coach – You hope they play with
confidence and that eventually
it translates into success – that’s
what happened with Elena yes-
terday. She really got a hold of
that one and was able to bring
it home for us,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.

Julia Criscuolo led the Blue
Devils with three singles and an
RBI in her four plate appear-
ances, and Chrissy Ferraro went

2-for-3 with a double and two
runs scored. Leadoff batter Sa-
rah Seitz went 2-for-3 with an
RBI and a run scored. Cali
Chambliss had an RBI single.

Shortstop Allison Verrelli , who
went 3-for-4, drove in all the 0-
1 Cougars’ runs. Catcher
Victoria Mettlin ripped a pair of
singles in four at-bats. Siragusa

and Julia Salinardo each had a
single, and Maggie McKay, Julie
Schott and Kerry Wischusen
each scored once.

The Blue Devils posed a bit of
a scoring threat in the bottom
of the first inning when Seitz
drilled a leadoff single and
Criscuolo chopped a one-out

single past short, but Siragusa
fanned the next two batters.

Small ball ruled the Blue Dev-
ils’ third inning. Ferraro led off
with a bunt single, advanced to
second on Seitz’s sacrifice bunt,

sped to third on Chambliss’
groundout to second and scored
on Criscuolo’s single to right
field.

The Cougars answered with
emphasis in the top of the fifth
to grab a 2-1 lead. After Mettlin
reached first safely to start the
inning, McKay drew a walk,
Schott hit into a force out then
Siragusa singled to load the
bases. Verrelli stepped up and
lined a two-run single to center.

The Blue Devils’ response was
quick in the bottom of the in-
ning. With Ferraro at the plate,
the Cougars were expecting an-
other bunt. Instead, she fooled
them all and bopped a double
over the third baseman’s head.

“Definitely! I knew I needed
to get on base anyway I could.
They all came in on me, so I just
hit it over them,” Ferraro said.

Her action sparked a two-run
rally with back-to-back RBI
singles from Seitz and
Chambliss to put Westfield back
in front, 3-2.

The Cougars had a threat that
muffled in the sixth. Salinardo
was on second base and tagged
up on a fly ball to right for the
first out, but the umpire ruled
her out for leaving base too soon.
But the Cougars knotted the
score in the seventh when
Verrelli singled Wischusen home.

Scarano survived the swarm
of teammates just after she
stepped on home plate to com-
plete her round-tripper.

“I am so proud of the team. We
scored first, answered back im-
mediately when Cranford took
the lead in the fifth inning and
battled to the end. Chrissy’s hit-
ting was huge for us, especially
with her two runs scored. Julia
Criscuolo came up big with an

SCARANO WHACKS HOMER; FERRARA RAPS 2 HITS, SCORES 2 RUNS; VERRILLI GETS 2 HITS, 3 RBI

Blue Devil Softballers ‘Chill’ Cougars, 4-3, with Hr in 9th

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIRRING UP A CLOUD OF DUST…Blue Devil Cali Chambliss plows into second safely as Cougar second baseman
Jen Shore checks the other base runners in the fifth inning in Westfield on April 2.

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader
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RBI and three hits. Cali had a
crucial RBI and Sarah Seitz got it
all started with a leadoff hit to
start the game and an RBI later
in the game,” Coach MacDonald
said.

“We have been waiting for this
game. We knew it was going to
be tough. The first seven innings
were tough, and my defense ab-
solutely held. Everything was
working well, and we truly an-
swered back when we needed
to,” Scarano said.

“Cranford played an incred-
ibly sharp game, it could have
gone either way. We know they’ll
be ready to play us again later
on in the season and maybe in
the county tournament. They
are a very talented and well-
coached team. We know they’ll
be tough competition again in
the future,” Coach MacDonald
said.

“Everybody stuck together. It
was a team effort, absolutely,”
Scarano said.

Ferraro added, “It was awe-
some!”

Cranford 000 020 100 3
Westfield 001 020 001 4

Blue Devils’ Homer in Ninth Stings Lady Cougars

Maggie McKay, Chrissy Ferraro, Julie Siragusa

Julie Siragusa -- catcher Tiffani Gregory

Jen Shore

Cali Chambliss &

Victoria Mettlin
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOON A SCARLET KNIGHT AND AN ORANGEMAN…Cougar seniors Bryanna Grant and Regine Hunter will
continue their track careers competing for Rutgers University and Syracuse University, respectively, next year. Pictured,
left to right, are: Brandyn and Elaine Grant, Bryanna, Regine and her parents Cassandra and Johnnie.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opening day at Memorial Field
in Cranford in a non-scorekeeping
meet against the Hillside Comets
on April 3 gave the Cranford High
School girls and boys track &
field teams and coaches some
insight in which events might be
best suited for their new person-
nel.

The majority of the Cougar vet-
eran runners, throwers and jump-
ers competed in just a few events,
while the primary concentration
appeared to be focused on the
freshmen and sophomore com-
petitors.

“It’s only early April, which

means I don’t know where the
new faces fit in yet to our varsity
line ups. I do however, love see-
ing all of the new people out and
working hard and competing for
spots. Our coaching staff makes
it very clear that your perfor-
mances speak for themselves.
The best times/jumps/marks will
compete for us at the varsity
level and our goal is to win cham-
pionships,” Cougar girls Head
Coach Peter Kane said.

Placements were not necessar-
ily the focus but early-season
times were. Junior Ashley
McGuire did cross first in the 100
meters with a time of 12.87,
while junior Jenna Ellenbacher

finished in 12.97. McGuire also
crossed the line in the 200 meters
at 27.6, followed by Ellenbacher
at 28.07. Senior Bryanna Grant
finished the 100-hurdles in 16.07,
while McGuire and junior Kate
Dezer crossed in 19.37.

Junior Laura Van Horn ran the
400-hurdles in 1:13.57 and
Ellenbacher finished in 1:15.29.
Running for warm-up, senior
Katia Oltmann and Amanda Bush
finished the 3,200 meters side-
by-side at 14:11. Sophomore
Keara Reilly and freshman Katie
Dreniak completed the 1,600 in
6:09 and 6:30, respectively. Kelly
Schoustra finished the 800 in
2:58, while Claire Dreniak and

Cougar Tracksters Tune Up in Meet with Hillside Comets
Lyndsay Pace both crossed in
3:08.

Junior Alex Krowicki tossed the
javelin a distance of 103-0.5 and
the shot put 26.775. Lauren
Klecker tossed the discus 65-10.
Senior Regine Hunter had a leap
of 16-4 and McGuire went 15-1
in the long jump. Grant had a
distance of 34-0 in the triple
jump.

“The girls are working hard and
we are looking to put together
the best lineups that help
Cranford win. April is a continual
work in progress, so that we can
peak at the right times later in
the season when it comes to the
county and state meets,” Coach
Kane said.

For the boys, Connor McMahon,
Brendan Donavan, Tom Philip
and Jim Sweeney completed the
3,200 in 11:54. Brendan
McSharry recorded a time of 5:28
in the 1,600 and Zach Fitzgerald
crossed in 5:34, while Austin
Brogan and Sam Peebles both
crossed in 5:36.

Senior Jake Waleski finished

the 800 in 2:16, while Matt
Mustillo and Vinnie Papandrea
both finished in 2:19. Senior
Reggie Green completed the 100
in 11.3, followed by Waleski at
11:34 and Pat Lynch at 11:35.
Green crossed at 23.79 and
Donavan Walker at 25.93 in the
200.

McMahon had a time of 59.37 in
the 400 and William Lenox
crossed in 59.68. In the 110-
hurdles, Walker crossed in 17.86
and Tim Colter in 17.88. In the
400-hurdles, James Budries fin-
ished in 1:05.06 and Luke
Eltringham finished in 1:05.99.

Sebastian Rebelo cleared 8-0
in the pole vault. Senior Rob
Kessler tossed the javelin 147-
0.5 and the discus 122-6, fol-
lowed by Rob O’Shaughnessy at
111-11.5. O’Shaughnessy
shoved the shot put a distance of
41-4. Walker and Green both
had leaps of 17-2.5 in the long
jump. Green went 37-4.75 in the
triple jump.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE FINISH FOR SECOND…Cougars Reggie Green, left, and Jake Waleski,
right, cross the finish line nearly at the same time in the 100-meter dash.

SEE ANOTHER PHOTO ON PAGE 4

Photo on page 15

of The Westfield Leader

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…John Armstrong, a junior on the varsity baseball team, pitched a two-hitter
against Memorial High School, giving up only one run and striking out six batters in the Cougars first game of the season
last week. Colleen Hartnett, a senior on the varsity lacrosse team, is leading the Cougars in points, with 10 goals and 1 assist
in their first three games.

Cougar Laxmen Ice
No. Brunswick, 15-6

Tom Fitzgerald and Brendan
Halpin each netted three goals
and two assists, while Mark
Christiano fired in three goals
and added an assist to lead the
Cranford High School boys la-
crosse team to a 15-6 victory
over North Brunswick on April 6.
Alex Ballas hade two goals and
two assists, while Cam Kutzer
and Luke Christiano each had a
goal and two assists.
Cranford 7 4 2 2 15
No. Brunswick 0 1 3 2 6

Verona Laxers Beat
Lady Cougars, 15-7

The Cranford High School girls
lacrosse team came up on the
short end of a 15-7 score to host
Verona on April 4. Colleen
Hartnett, Morgan Mason and Lucy
Allen each netted a pair of goals
and Sarah Ross scored one for
the Cougars.
Cranford 4 3 7
Verona 9 6 15

Softball Cougars Rap
North Bergen, 2-1

Julie Siragusa tossed a four-
hitter as the Cranford High School
softball team edged North
Bergen, 2-1, in North Bergen on
April 5.
Cranford 000 002 0 2
N. Bergen 001 000 0 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CROSSING THE LINE FIRST…Cougar Ashley McGuire crosses the finish
line first in the 100-meter dash against Hillside on April 3.

Probitas Verus Honos

CranforCranforCranforCranforCranford Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacks

Cougar Netmen Stop
Minutemen, 3-2

The Cranford High School boys
tennis team defeated Elizabeth,
3-2, on April 3. Cougar Lucas
Jayne won, 6-4, 7-5, at third
singles. Brian Leu and Alex Levy
won, 1-6, 6-4, 6-4, at first
doubles. Chris Remley and Todd
Sweeney won, 7-5, 6-3, at sec-
ond doubles.

Cougar Nine Shut Out
Mo-Town Beard, 4-0
Senior Ryan Wi l l iamson

pitched a one-hitter, struck out
eight and walked one in a 4-0
Cranford High School baseball
team’s victory over Morristown-
Beard in Morristown on April 5.
Sean Feeney had two singles
and a double and a run scored
with an RBI. Tommy Trotter
had a pair of singles and scored
once. John Oblachinski and An-
drew DiFrancesco each added
an RBI, and Chris Folinusz and
Jake Forrestal each scored
once.
Cranford 000 100 3 4
M-Twn-Beard 000 000 0 0

Cougar Laxers Edge
St. Peter’s Prep, 8-7

An elongated battle finally
ended after Tom Fitzgerald bur-
ied a goal late in the third over-
time to give the Cranford High
School boys lacrosse team an
8-7 victory over St. Peter’s Prep
on April 3. Fitzgeralt finished
with two goals and an assist
and Alex Ballas stuffed in four
goals, while Luke Christiano and
Dan Murphy each netted one
goal.
Cranford 1 2 3 0 0 1 8
St. Peter’s 0 1 5 0 0 0 7

Photo on page 17

of The Westfield Leader

Photo on page 17

of The Westfield Leader
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By P. JUSTIN FAHEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - A Tuesday after-
noon forum of Union County Col-
lege adjunct professors and the
school’s administrators went for-
ward despite some friction be-
fore it began. The intent of the
meeting was to clarify issues sur-
rounding the implementation of
the Affordable Care Act — more
commonly known as Obamacare.

School officials objected to the
presence of national and state
union representatives from the
American Federation of Teach-
ers (AFT) saying that it was not
the proper forum. Bill Lipkin, the
schools AFT representative, ob-
jected and threatened to file a
grievance, contending that
should contractual issues arise,
the representatives could not be
barred. The two sides agreed
that the reps would wait in the
hallway and be allowed to return
should these issues arise.

At stake were the jobs of 346
adjunct professors, many of
whom had been told by their
department chairs that their
hours might be cut.

Under the Affordable Care Act,
colleges with more than 50 em-
ployees are required to provide
health insurance to all full-time
employees. The act defines a full
time employee as anyone work-
ing 30 hours or more. Adjunct
professors — who currently are
part-time and do not receive ben-
efits — are now allowed to teach
up to 14 hours a week. However,
it is unclear whether or not that
will remain the case once the law
goes into effect.

The problem is that currently,
professor’s hours are computed
solely on classroom hours. The
new law will require non-class-
room hours such as prep periods
to be calculated. The Internal
Revenue Service (IRS), which
has been charged with adminis-
tering the new law, has yet to
advise colleges as to an exact

formula to determine non-class-
room hours.

If the IRS decides that for every
classroom hour an adjunct should
be credited with one additional
hour, then someone teaching 14
hours would be credited with a
28-hour work week and would
remain part time. However, if
the IRS decides that for every
classroom hour an adjunct should
be credited with one and a half
additional hours, that employee
would be credited with a 35-hour
work week — making them full-
time and eligible for health ben-
efits.

According to Bernard Lenihan,
vice-president of financial affairs
and treasurer of Union County
College, the college cannot af-
ford health insurance for adjunct
professors. According to the 2013
annual report, 346 of Union
County’s 519 faculty members
are adjunct professors. Should
they be considered full-time un-
der the new law the college would
be required to offer all of them
health insurance. Although Mr.
Lenihan said he does not yet

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ADJUNCT’S FORUM…Adjunct professors gathered in the Roy Smith Theatre
at Union County College in Cranford on Tuesday evening for a forum they
believed was for Obamacare and the cutting of their hours.

Union County College Adjuncts Face Cut Hours Under Obamacare
know what the ratio of classroom
hours to non-classroom hours
will be, he believes it will be
above one to one.

In addition to the healthcare
act’s redefinition of part-time em-
ployees, it also requires a three-
to 12-month “look-back” period
to determine how many hours
professors are working. If pro-
fessors are working more than
an average of 30 hours per week
during the look back period, they
will be considered full-time em-
ployees for at least six months —
regardless of the amount of hours
they actually work during those
six months — which lead some
chairs to believe hours needed to
be cut back this year, which will
in part or whole, make up the
look back period.

Much of the confusion began
when adjuncts began receiving
e-mails indicating that they
would only be allowed to teach a
total of 18 credit hours this aca-
demic year. This would mean
that for any professors currently
teaching the maximum part time
load of 14 credit hours, they

would be allowed only one more
class inclusive of the two sum-
mer sessions and the fall se-
mester.

Mr. Lenihan, however, put that
rumor to rest indicating that ad-
juncts were not limited to 18
credits — he did concede, how-
ever, that there could be a con-
traction in hours depending on
what the IRS decides. He also
indicated that hours spent on
activities such as tutoring would
probably be included in the
weekly hour count, but that the
look back period probably would
not include the current semes-
ter.

Many of the professors, includ-
ing Mr. Lipkin, said they were
pleased at the clarification. Spe-
cifically, that they were not being
limited to 18-credit hours and
that the look back period prob-
ably would not include the cur-
rent semester.

However, others were not as
satisfied. Paul Gessner, an ad-
junct math teacher, said that he
was not offered any math classes
this semester after teaching at
least two for the last five semes-
ters. Mr. Gessner was not given
a reason why. “It appears that
the 19 hours I tutor at the aca-
demic learning center would trig-
ger the school having to offer me
health insurance,” he said. Mr.
Gessner already gets health in-
surance from another source.

Nancy Merrill, a forensic sci-
ence professor who has been an
adjunct professor for 15 years,
said she believes the college has
the power to determine what
constitutes full-time now.

“The IRS has told each institu-
tion to reasonably determine
what constitutes part-time,” she
said, “Fourteen credits are con-
sidered part-time. I think it’s rea-
sonable to keep it that way.”

Ms. Merrill indicated that the
course she teaches is a rare
seven-credit course that is of-
fered twice per semester. Be-

cause she is the only professor
qualified to teach the course, she
teaches both sections. If it is
determined that her non class-
room hours are more than two,
she would only be able to teach
the course once per semester —
which would take away a full
seven credit hours of compensa-
tion. But more importantly, Ms.
Merrill pointed out, no one else is
qualified to teach the course —
so if she does not teach it, it does
not get taught.

Editor’s Note: Following the
meeting, the college’s Executive
Assistant to the President, Vice-
President, Administrative Ser-
vices Steve Nacco, asked our
reporter to leave the auditorium
stating, “Yeah, I’m throwing you
out — you can write that.” Mr.
Nacco stated that it was not a
public forum and although he did
not have a problem with the re-
porter being there, he did not
like what it was “descending into”
apparently referring to an inter-
view in which Nancy Merrill shared
her angst as to how her hours
may be cut.

Gun Rights Focus of
Tea Party Meeting

CRANFORD – Gun rights will be
one of the topics at the next
general meeting of the Union
County Tea Party at 8 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 17, at the Rus-
tic Mill Diner in Cranford. There is
no charge. The public and new
members are welcome. The Rus-
tic Mill Diner is located at 109
North Avenue West in Cranford.

The Union County Tea Party is
on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/groups/
269088085034 and on the web
at unioncountynjteaparty.org/.
They may also be contacted at
vjensen@comcast.net or (908)
578-5005.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Garwood Council Adopts $7.4-Million Budget
By MEGAN K. SCOTT

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Council members
adopted a $7.4-million budget
Tuesday, nearly $275,000 higher
than the current year. Borough
residents will see their taxes in-
crease 3.31 percent, or $95 per
$100,000 of assessed property
value.

The council approved the
spending plan 4-1, with all four
Democrats voting yes, Republi-
can Jim Mathieu voting no, and
his fellow party member Steven
Blaufeder abstaining. Mr.
Blaufeder was appointed to coun-
cil on March 12 to complete the
term of Victor DeFilippo.

Council President and Finance
Committee Chairwoman Sara
Todisco had said the increase
was necessary because of new
expenses such as the Athletic
Field Complex, the borough
newsletter and upgrades to the
municipality’s website.

The borough council also is fac-
ing increases of $62,000 for
health care; $60,000 to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity; $76,000 in police salaries
and $21,000 in police pensions.

Mr. Mathieu repeated his criti-
cism of the finance committee
for not cutting spending to re-
duce the tax burden on resi-
dents. He chastised Ms. Todisco
for not holding another meeting
since the budget was introduced
to explore areas where things
could be cut.

He said he is concerned about
the “outstanding debt to come,”
including the Athletic Field Com-
plex and accrued sick and vaca-
tion time for employees, which
he said amounts to $191,000.

“We are accruing debt like it’s
going out of style,” he said. “This
is something that is going to
crowd out other obligations that
we have, other needs that we
have, a new fire truck, any type
of new equipment.

“And the disturbing thing that I
have heard from other members
on this council is, ‘Well, we’re
going to borrow for all that stuff,
too.’ My question is, ‘Where does
it end?’”

Mr. Mathieu said the council
was risk averse about angering
the public regarding spending
cuts. “If everything is a priority,
then nothing is a priority,” he
said.

Ms. Todisco countered by de-
fending Garwood’s level of mu-
nicipal services and by saying
she had continued to engage in
discussions with committee
members and professionals since
the budget was introduced to
find ways to trim further.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, who
served as an interim member of
the finance committee, also sup-
ported the budget. “There are
certain areas I can’t see taking
more money away because it
would cause irreparable harm in
how the department functions,”
she said.

While unhappy with the tax hike,
she said eliminating the Athletic
Field Complex would add to the
tax burden because of the debt
that has already been incurred
for the project. She believes it
will add to real estate values in
the borough.

Mr. Blaufeder took no position,
saying he joined the council too
late to get up to speed ad-
equately.

“All of this was introduced, and
it was gone over before I was on
council,” he said. “And so I felt
the obligation to abstain on that
vote just because I didn’t have
the background. I didn’t have
the time.”

Mr. Mathieu won a small partial
victory when he asked the coun-
cil to vote down an ordinance to
create an $85,000 “bank cap” –
essentially a credit account that
would allow the borough to spend
additional money not provided
for in the budget.

Mr. Blaufeder and Democrat
Bill Nierstedt voted with Mr.
Mathieu to reject the ordinance,
while Ms. Todisco, Ann Palmer
and Louis Petruzzelli voted for it.
The 3-3 tie left Mayor Quattrocchi
to cast the tie-breaking vote,
siding with her fellow Republi-
cans for a second straight year.

In other meeting news, the
council approved the hiring of
two police officers, one with ex-
perience from the Hudson County
Sheriff’s Department and the
other with experience in the Union
County Sheriff’s Department, and
a worker for the department of
public works.

The council learned that four
properties are encroaching on
the Athletic Field Complex. One
has a fence 15 to 20 feet past its
property line and two sheds. An-
other has paved nine feet onto
the complex. A third had a drive-
way encroaching onto the prop-
erty. While it has been removed,
the property still has a stockade
fence that is in violation. The
fourth has an old picket fence –
disintegrated in some places –
that juts onto the complex, as
well as the driveway. A patio with
a roof also appears to invade the
borough’s property.

Municipal Clerk Christina
Ariemma said the homeowners
were notified about a month ago.
She said since then, three of the
property owners have either writ-
ten her a letter or provided her
with surveys. “They all are pretty
argumentative in their case,” she
said.

The council resolved to inform
property owners that they must
correct the encroachments.

Maple Street will have to wait
for an upgrade. Garwood received
more than 10 bids for road
projects on Maple Street between
Spruce and Myrtle Avenues, on
Willow Avenue between Maple
and West Streets and on Hickory
Avenue between Lexington Av-
enue and East Street.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Last Wednesday
evening the township planning
board amended its Master Plan
to comply with a December 9,
2011 court order issued by state
Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal. The move will bring
Cranford into compliance with
the New Jersey Fair Share Plan
with a housing element.

Philip Morin, former township
attorney, explained to the board
that the move will allow the town-
ship to appeal the decision made
by Judge Chrystal to allow
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA) to build 360 apart-
ments at 215/235 Birchwood
Avenue. The decision was ren-
dered in favor of the CDA when it
sued the township using a
builder’s remedy lawsuit.

At the time, the state’s Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH)
deemed Cranford non-compliant
with the Mount Laurel Agree-
ment guidelines for affordable
housing, thus leaving the town-
ship vulnerable to the suit. Mem-
bers of the township committee
and other residents say they are
against the Birchwood project
because the development would
be in a flood zone and would
further endanger and possibly
contaminate the homes of neigh-
borhood residents. Cranford and
that neighborhood, in particular,
had sustained massive flooding
during Hurricane Irene in 2011.

“The amendment includes 55
units of rehabilitated housing,
and will establish a source of
funding, with a development fee
plan, to generate money and
bonding for $550,000,” Planning
Board Attorney Allan Barkin said.
The action will give Cranford sub-
stantial credits toward meeting
the third round of mandated re-

quirements and establish a fee
ordinance. The township com-
mittee must now pass a resolu-
tion of intent to bond for these
issues.

“If you have a housing ele-
ment, you have to have a mecha-
nism to fund it,” Mr. Morin said.

He suggested the township set
up an affordable housing trust
fund because, he said, there is a
statutory obligation to collect
those funds. After the planning
board agreed to amend the mas-
ter plan in May of 2012, the
special master, Elizabeth
McKenzie, issued a report re-
questing a more detailed report,
with a resolution to allow the
Birchwood project to be built.

Professional planners Sanyogita
Chivan and Jeffrey Janota of the
Birdsall Services Group presented
an analysis of the plan to the
board, along with the COAH re-
quirements, and the possibility
of reallocation of units to meet
second- and third-round COAH
requirements. The meeting lasted
three hours and the board mem-
bers had a lot of questions about
Cranford’s obligation.

“This is an ongoing document.
There is nothing we can say that
is going to change that. There is
a reason to do this. There is a
reluctance to do this, but in the
end, we have to do this,” Mr.
Barkin said.

The measure was passed by
the planning board, under pro-
test, with a request for minor
revisions, such as that 24 afford-
able units be applied to the Lehigh
Acquisitions property at 555
South Avenue, a revision that
Mayor Thomas Hannen asked for,
and a question regarding the suit-
ability, because of possible con-
tamination of the Birchwood
property.

Cranford Amends Master
Plan to Comply With Court

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee will hold a public hear-
ing a then vote on the 2013
municipal budget at its Tuesday,
April 23 meeting, which calls for
expenditures of $34.2 million and
a 1.69 percent increase in the
municipal portion of property
taxes, or about $39 per house-
hold.

 One proposed budget item yet
to be finalized is the creation of a
new position — facilities man-
ager — that would be respon-
sible, according to Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen, for managing the
various municipal properties and
overseeing maintenance, heat-
ing and cooling costs and elec-
tricity expenses.

At Tuesday night’s business
meeting, township resident Rita
LaBrutto questioned the need for
such an expense, saying the po-
sition would pay $70,000 in sal-
ary along with benefits and also
require a budget as well. Mayor
Hannen said the recommenda-
tion for the new position was
given to the committee during its
budget meetings over the past
few months and told Mrs.
LaBrutto that the committee was
“still in the process” of deciding
whether to move forward with
the recommendation. He said the
deciding factor will be whether a
facilities manager will be able to
save costs at a high enough level
to justify the expense of creating
the new position.

In other business, the Mayor
told resident Barbara Kraus that
the municipal government was
in contact with Cranford High
School about some parking is-
sues on residential streets. Mrs.
Kraus told the committee that
student drivers are parking on
an increased number of streets

near the high school, with many
of those drivers “unaware,” she
said, of various parking restric-
tions on those streets.

Mrs. Kraus said the narrow
streets make it increasingly diffi-
cult for residents to leave their
own driveways in the morning.
Mayor Hannen said he had con-
tacted the high school principal,
who assured the Mayor that the
concerns would be looked into.

The township committee intro-
duced a $4.2-million bond ordi-
nance that Commissioner Andis
Kalnins said would refinance
bonds issued 11 years ago at
interest rates in the 3 percent to
4 percent range. He said the
savings would amount to about
$39,000 per year in interest
costs. The public hearing will be
held on April 23.

Another ordinance that was in-
troduced would give preferential
parking treatment to members
of the Cranford Rescue Squad in
front of their Centennial Avenue
headquarters. Commissioner
Kevin Campbell said only about
three parking spaces would be
affected. The public hearing will
be held on Tuesday, May 7.

Lieutenant James Wozniak, a
23-year veteran of the police
department, was promoted to
the rank of captain in a ceremony
attended by Police Chief Eric
Mason and several dozen friends
and family members, who
greeted Captain Wozniak’s
swearing-in with sustained ap-
plause and a standing ovation.

The committee gave its sup-
port to legislation in the State
Legislature that, according to
Commissioner Kalnins, would
“share the burden” of paying off
tax appeals to homeowners. Cur-
rently, he noted, municipal gov-
ernments collect all property
taxes and then disburse the req-

uisite amounts to the local board
of education and to the county
government.

 In Cranford, those two outside
entities account for about 75
percent of the property tax bill.
But property tax appeals that are
successful are paid out by the
municipality alone. Legislation
pending in Trenton would re-
quire the board of education and
the county government to pay
their relevant share of tax ap-
peals.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Daniel Curley was recog-
nized by the committee for
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout
in the Boy Scouts of America.
Mayor Hannen issued a procla-
mation pledging support for vari-
ous “green” initiatives during the
Monday, April 22 Earth Day cel-
ebration. Deputy Mayor O’Malley
said the annual Rahway River
cleanup will take place on Satur-
day, April 27, from 9 a.m. to
noon, followed by an afternoon
of “green” activities at Hanson
Park.

Mr. O’Malley also presented cer-
tificates to three local busi-
nesses—Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts,
Atlantic Beach Soap Co. and JC
and Crew Haircutters — for con-
ducting their operations in envi-
ronmentally-friendly ways.

“This compliance, if approved
by the court, will lead to an order
of repose, which will protect the
township’s affordable housing ob-
ligation for the next 10 years,”
Mr. Morin said.

The township is expected to pro-
ceed with an appeal in regard to
the development of the Birchwood
Avenue project, which is sched-

uled to have 54 affordable units.
The motion adopted last week will
also include the Lehigh Acquisi-
tions property, which is set to
build 163 apartments at 555 South
Avenue. Mr. Morin will represent
Cranford at the compliance hear-
ing before Judge Chrystal in Supe-
rior Court in Elizabeth on Monday,
April 22.

Cranford Amends Master Plan

Cranford Committee Considers
Creating New Management Position

Garwood Library to Present
80th Birthday Celebration

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will celebrate 80 years
of service to the borough, pro-
viding light refreshments, cof-
fee/tea and a birthday cake, on
Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m.
to noon. The public is welcome to
attend.

Starting as a project of the
Garwood Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation in 1933, and housed in a
small room in the basement of
Lincoln School, the library was
turned over to borough control in
1939. As the municipal library, it
has been offering books and other
materials to residents and stu-
dents ever since.

When the library first began, it
had one visitor table and held

merely 4,000 books and a few
record albums. In the late 1970s,
the library was moved to the
basement of Franklin School at
the corner of Walnut Street and
Third Avenue, to a double-sized
basement classroom, where it
grew to about 25,000 items in-
cluding magazines, a small ref-
erence section, a children’s area
and one computer for public use.

When the new Lincoln School
complex was completed in 2006,
the Garwood Public Library was
part of the construction, and now
the library is located in a sepa-
rate, yet attached, building at
the same corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue. The new li-
brary facility is nearly twice the
size of the Franklin School loca-
tion, allowing for comfortable
seating for 30 visitors, separa-
tion of collections, and room for
growth. Currently, the library is
home to about 32,000 items –
meeting the needs of the com-
munity as well as supporting the
curriculum of the school. In addi-
tion to print material, the library
owns nearly 1,000 DVDs (new
releases as well as classics), 700
audiobooks and will soon be add-
ing an e-book subscription to its
offerings. It also has an exten-
sive collection of large-print ma-
terials and provides 35 different
periodicals that may be bor-
rowed.

Library cards are free to
Garwood residents, who may take
advantage of reciprocal borrow-
ing privileges at other libraries in
Union County. The staff has been
with the library for quite some
time. Carol Lombardo has been
with the library since 1989 and
director since 1998. Library as-
sistants Shenaz Nasser, Linda
Fiore and Maryanne Duffy have
been with the library 23, 20 and
eight years, respectively. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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latest addition to the library is
Sean McNelis, who came on board
in 2011. Two pages – Kelly
Greene and Joshua Law – round
out the library staff.

If the Garwood Public Library
does not own a particular item,
the staff can get the item through
Jersey-Cat, the statewide inter-
library loan system offered
through the New Jersey State
Library.

The Library Board of Trustees
meets in the library at 8 p.m. on
the first Wednesday of each
month, except July and August,
and is led by President Maria
Nierstedt. Other members in-
clude Christine DiGiacomo, trea-
surer; Christine Guerriero, sec-

retary; Mary Ann Severage, Carol
White, Carolyn Warchol and
Walter Tucker.

The Garwood Public Library has
a website located at
youseemore.com/Garwood,
where residents can find more
information about library pro-
grams, services and materials.
Through the website, they can
find bestseller lists, staff picks,
news and weather, plus sign up
for programs online at the
library’s interactive calendar
page. There are a variety of pro-
grams for all ages, from Toddler
Story Times to weekly movies, to
a host of lectures, presentations,
discussions and musical pro-
grams.

Photo courtesy of Gino Janotti
GARWOOD COUNCIL...The Garwood Borough Council will look to fill two seats in the primary election in June.
Pictured, seated left to right, are: Council President Sara Todisco, Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi and Councilwoman Ann
Palmer. Standing, left to right, are: Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, Councilman Steven Blaufeder, Councilman William
Nierstedt and Councilman James Mathieu.

Garwood GOP Announces Candidates
For Council, Blaufeder and Martin

Steven Blaufeder and Michael
Martin will be the party’s official
candidates for two Garwood Bor-
ough Council seats. Filing their
petitions well before the April 1st
deadline to appear on the ballot
for the June Primary Election,
the candidates also have been

awarded the backing of the Union
County Republican Committee
and use of the slogan “Regular
Organization Republican of Union
County.”

Councilman Steve Blaufeder
and Mike Martin are small busi-
ness owners. Blaufeder was re-
cently tapped to fill a vacancy on
the Garwood Borough Council
left by the resignation of Victor
DeFilippo who stepped down be-
cause of changes in the demands
of his employment. A lifelong
Union County resident, he owns
and operates an import/export
business in Berkeley Heights.
Martin, a former sales and mar-
keting executive with AT&T, is
the proprietor of a Garwood-
based special events and mar-
keting firm and also hails from
central Union County.

Blaufeder and Martin are
pleased that the mayor is pro-
moting the growth of the Cham-
ber of Commerce in Garwood
and support the mayor’s initia-
tive to bring new business and
redevelop underutilized/vacant
sites in the borough. They also
are excited about the
administration’s efforts to utilize
multiple avenues to enhance
communications with the bor-
ough residents.

We are confident that our can-
didates will capture the votes
necessary to appear on the Re-
publican Party line with Gov. Chris
Christie in the November Gen-
eral Election.

John Quattrocchi
Chairman Garwood Republican

Committee

GARWOOD
Tuesday, April 2, Carlos F.

Figueroa, Jr., 29, of Allentown,
Pa. was arrested on three counts
of passing forged documents and
three counts of theft by decep-
tion. According to police, Figueroa
attempted to pass a counterfeit
U.S. $50 bill at a video game
store in a South Avenue mall,
where he was denied the sale
and was observed by the inves-
tigating officer as he exited a
vitamin shop in the same loca-
tion. An investigation determined
that the suspect used a counter-
feit $50 bill to make a purchase
at the vitamin store, police said.
He was transported to police
headquarters. A special agent
from the United States Secret
Service was contacted and from
the Newark Field Office re-
sponded and assisted in the in-
vestigation. The investigation re-
vealed the suspect had used
counterfeit money at two more
stores, both located in the mall,
and he was found to be in pos-
session of $5,400 in forged cur-
rency, according to police.

His bail was set at $45,000
pending his court date. The U.S.
Secret Service will continue the
investigation into the origin of
the counterfeit currency.

POLICE BLOTTER

The library also is home to a
Garwood Memorabilia Corner,
which holds clippings, pictures
and artifacts of Garwood’s his-
tory. If any resident has pictures
or items of Garwood’s past, the
library will gladly keep them, or
if people prefer, the library can
scan them and return the origi-
nals to their owner.

Located at the corner of Wal-
nut Street and Third Avenue,
the library is open Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., and Saturdays from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

To contact the library, call
(908) 789-1670 or e-mail
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.

Garwood Library Prepares to Celebrate 80th Birthday

Local Letter to the Editor

Probitas Verus Honos
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CRANFORD – Around 3:30 a.m.
every morning, two huge water
pumps are turned on at
Nomahegan Lake. In three hours,
the pumps will drain the north-
ern half of the lake so that work
crews can start their day, bring-
ing in the heavy equipment
needed to remove what they jok-
ingly refer to as “the soup,” the
watery mix of organic sediment
that has built up over the years
on the lake bottom.

When they are done with the
northern half of the lake in an-
other week or so, work crews will
shift to the southern end, hoping
to have that cleared by the end of
April. In May, there will be new
plantings and shoreline restora-
tion work.

Last fall, the Union County
Board of Freeholders approved a
$1,495,358 contract to Let It
Grow Inc. of River Edge for the
project in Nomahegan, one of
the most popular parks in the
Union County Park System.

The restoration of the 7.5-
acre lake follows the rehabilita-
tion of Upper Echo Lake in Echo
Lake Park and is part of a four-
lake restoration plan that in-
cludes Rahway River Park in
Rahway, Briant Park in Summit
and Meisel Avenue Park in
Springfield.

“These man-made lakes are
among the most attractive and
popular features in our parks,
and as with any built environ-
ment they need periodic restora-
tion to ensure a long and healthy
lifespan,” Freeholder Chair-
woman Linda Carter said. “Our
goal is to preserve them for the
enjoyment of Union County resi-
dents for many years to come.”

Extensive plantings planned for
along the Nomahegan Lake
shoreline are designed to reduce
silt infiltration into the lake and

to make it more difficult for
Canada Geese to have easy ac-
cess to the water, which then
discourages flocks from remain-
ing in the park.

Two new aerators will be in-
stalled in the lake, along with
several areas lined with glaci-
ated boulders to enable access
to the water for fishing.

When the lake was drained in

Spook Handy

Cranford’s Nomahegan Lake
Renovation Project Progressing

mid-March, the resident fish were
collected and relocated to Echo
Lake Park. And it was quite a
catch, with more than 85 large-
mouth bass, 1,300 sunfish, 320
crappies, and a number of other
species all safely transported to
their new home.

Several invasive species, in-
cluding carp, were found. How-
ever, state environmental regu-
lations prohibit those fish from
being relocated.

In addition to the lake restora-
tion and new paths, new drain-
age piping will be installed in the
baseball field area to the east of
the lake. Nearly 1,700 feet of
perforated pipe will help drain
the field area more quickly after
rainstorms.

In addition, the sections of field
affected by the project are ex-
pected to be reseeded by mid-
April and should be playable by
mid-May, according to the con-
tractors,

An estimated 46,400 cubic
yards of soil was excavated in
1930 to create the lake, which
holds an estimated 9.8 million
gallons of water. The lake is fed
by a tributary of the Rahway
River.

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Public Library will present folk
singer/songwriter Spook Handy
on Wednesday, April 17, at 7
p.m. Mr. Handy was taught
many of the songs in this pro-
gram and the stories behind
them by his mentor, Pete
Seeger.

Mr. Handy has four full-length
CDs to his credit, with a fifth on
its way. He has written for film
and theater, and his songs have
charted as high as 10 on the
folk radio charts. He has toured
throughout the country, play-
ing more than 3,000 concerts,
and has performed dozens of
times with Pete Seeger. Mr.
Handy also has shared the stage
with Donovan and Peter Yar-
row of Peter, Paul and Mary.

Mr. Handy’s songs tell the
story of contemporary America
through people he has met,
places he has been and pre-
dicaments he has found him-
self in.

This program will be free, but

registration is required. The
Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue be-
hind the Lincoln School com-
plex. Registration may be done
by calling (908) 789-1670, in
person at the library, or at the
library’s interactive calendar
page found at
youseemore.com/garwood.

Singer/Songwriter Spook Handy Is
Due at Garwood Public Library

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Historical Society will present
“From 19th Century Farm to
Victorian Cottage Garden” on
Sunday, April 21, from 2:15 to
4 p.m. at the Crane-Phillips
House Museum, located at 124
North Union Avenue, Cranford.

Through her PowerPoint
presentation, Trustee Christine
Glazer wi l l  explore how
gardens evolved over the
years. Visitors will learn how
gardens served more of a
purpose than just beauty and
aesthetics. After the program,

there will be a tour of the
Crane-Phillips House gardens
to see them in bloom.

Reservations are required.
Interested persons are asked
to call (908) 276-0082 or e-
mail the historical society at
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Admission will be free.

The Society has been dedicated
to the perpetuation of Cranford’s
history by continuing to collect
and document the township’s
past into the 21st century. Fur-
ther information is available at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Cranford Museum to Showcase
Evolution Victorian of Gardens

Temple Sisterhood
Sets Rummage Sale
CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of

Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim
will hold its Spring Rummage
Sale on Sunday, April 21, be-
tween 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. It will
take place at the temple, located
at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford.

Jessica Hoff, chairperson for
the event, has announced that
there will be available for sale
men’s, women’s and children’s
clothing, as well as household
items, bric-a-brac, toys and mis-
cellaneous merchandise. For
more information, call the temple
at (908) 276-9231 during office
hours.

Garwood Knights Post
Spaghetti Dinner Date
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will have a
Spaghetti Dinner at their council
hall on Friday, May 3, from 6 to 8
p.m. The dinner will include meat-
balls, salad, dessert and coffee.
A cash bar also will be available.

The dinner will be a fundraiser
for the Msgr. John M. Walsh Coun-
cil No. 5437, Garwood Knights of
Columbus’ 50th Anniversary cel-
ebration, to be held at the coun-
cil hall on
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