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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior quarterback/kicker Mike
Badgley booted a 42-yard field
goal with 21.1 seconds remain-
ing to spoil a gallant comeback
from the Cranford High School
football team to give the Summit
Hilltoppers a 30-27 victory at
Memorial Field in Cranford on
September 21.

Both teams entered the show-
down with a 2-0 record and both
teams desired to gain bragging
rights to the Raritan Division of
the Mid-State 38 League.

The Cougars totaled 270 yards
on the ground on 43 carries and
added 114 yards in the air. Quar-
terback Reggie Green amassed
216 rushing yards – 13-for-65
first half, 15-for 151 second half
– on 28 carries, which included
touchdown (TD) runs of 20 yards,
84 yards and 10 yards. Senior
running back Jimmy Dwyer car-
ried nine times for 43 yards.

Green also had success in the
air, completing eight of 16 pass
attempts for 114 yards, includ-
ing a 44-yard TD strike to wide
receiver Chris Folinusz and an-
other two-point conversion
strike, also to Folinusz. Receiv-
ers John Oblachinski had three
receptions for 29 yards and
Bobby Bruns had one for 24
yards, while Evan Zoughy and
Luke Christiano each had one
for seven yards.

“We were taking about that.

GREEN RUSHES FOR 3 TDs, 216 YDs, PASSES 114 YDs; FOLINUSZ TD CATCH, INTERCEPTION

Field Goal Pushes Summit Past Cougar Gridders, 30-27
They think all we do is run, so we
put the passing game in. Folinusz
was catching the ball. Everybody
was catching the ball that so it’s
something we can keep on do-
ing,” Green said.

The Hilltoppers (48 carries for

294 yards) operated primarily
on a 1-2 running punch with
Badgley and AJ Iarussi. Badgley
carried 18 times for 104 yards,
including a TD run of 18 yards.
Iarussi carried 25 times for 163
yards, and had respective TD

runs of 35 yards, three yards
and 42 yards. The Hilltoppers
passed only three times and
connected on one, a 36-yard

strike to Austin Carbone in the
third quarter.

But turnovers appeared to play
a deciding role in the outcome.
The Cougars turned the ball over
three times on fumbles and two
set up Summit scores. Green

was intercepted twice. The final
was grabbed by Badgley to end
the game.

“We did not play our game
today. In my opinion, we should
have played way better than we

did. We gave them too many
chances. A good team like that,
when you give them too many
chances, they will score and they
kept scoring,” Folinusz said.

“We had way too many turn-
overs, especially in a game where
you have four turnovers. With a
team like this, with four turn-
overs, you are not going to win
the game,” Green said.

The Cougars’ defense held
tough on several occasions to
stall Hilltopper drives, but did
slip up a few times that were
costly with Iarussi’s long scoring
runs.

“We were in the right spots, but
they kept hitting the comeback
lanes. They weren’t hitting where
they wanted, but they were cut-
ting back and getting up the
field,” Folinusz said.

The Hilltoppers’ first attempt at
scoring came on a 38-yard field
attempt that sailed wide right
early in the first quarter. But with
3:41 left, Badgley capped a 60-
yard drive with an 18-yard TD
sprint to make the score, 7-0.

The Cougars responded with a
13-play, 80-yard scoring drive
when Green broke to the right
side for his 20-yard TD with 9:33
left in the half. The point after
attempt (PAT) missed to the left.

Late in the half, another Cou-
gar drive was cut short when
Carbone recovered a fumble at
the Summit 22-yard line. Earlier,
Folinusz made an acrobatic in-
terception of Badgley’s pass at-
tempt.

In the second half, the
Hilltoppers got very favorable
field position at midfield when
the Cougars were penalized on
the opening kickoff and had to
re-kick. Five plays later, Iarussi
sped 35 yards for a TD with
10:26 on the clock.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR ANOTHER TOUCHDOWN…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, rushed for 216 yards,
including TD runs of 20, 84 and 10 yards. He also tossed a 44-yard TD pass.
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The Cougars began their next
possession at the 16, and from
there, Green burst through the
middle and cut down the left
sideline for his 84-yard TD run
with 10:00 left in the quarter.
The two-point conversion pass
failed, setting the score at 21-
12.

“The whole line! Jeff Weiss
threw a good block.
O’Shaughnessy had a good block.
I cut back and it was wide open.
It was a good blocking scheme
all around,” Green explained.

Carbone recovered a Cougar
fumble at the Cranford 39. After
his 36-yard reception took the
ball to the three, Iarussi burst
through for the score as the quar-
ter ended. Cougar linebacker Nick
Diaz blocked the PAT attempt.

Midway through the final quar-
ter, the Cougars engineered an

eight-play, 83-yard scoring drive,
which ended when Green found
Folinusz over the middle. Folinusz
dragged a few Hilltoppers over
the goal line for his 44-yard TD.
Next, Green hit Folinusz in the
end zone for the two-point con-
version to make the score 27-20
with 5:03 remaining.

“Chris can do everything. He’s
real athletic, and he showed it
today,” Green said.

The Cougars made good on an
onsides kick when Rob Kessler
recovered the ball at the Summit
45. Eight plays later, Green
hooked 10 yards for the TD to
knot the score with 52.6 remain-
ing.

The Cougars lined up on the left
side for the kickoff but kicked the
ball to the right where Andrew
Masterfano scooped the ball and
returned it to the Cranford 45.

But the handwriting on the wall –
Mene Mene Tekel Upharsin –
came on the next play with a 15-
yard facemask penalty that put
the ball in field goal range. Three
plays later, Badgley booted his
42-yard field goal.

“We definitely know we can
beat them. We played with to-
tally different than last year. We
knew we could play with Sum-
mit. We came here to play,” Green
said.

“In the section, we may see
them again. The comeback, that’s
pretty much what we do. We
keep fighting. Nobody give up.
That’s the way we have been
coached. That’s the way we have
been brought up. We were not
going to stop until the game’s
over,” Folinusz said.
Summit   7   0 20   3 30
Cranford   0   6   6 15 27

See Next Page

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE HANDOFF…Cougar running back Evan Zoughy, No. 6, takes
the handoff from quarterback Reggie Green in the game against Summit.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING SPIRIT FOR THE TEAM…The Cougar cheerleaders prepare to provide spirit for the
football team’s showdown with the Summit Hilltoppers.

Summit Hilltoppers’ Field Goal Tops Cranford Cougar Footballers, 30-27

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE BASEBALL CHAMPS…The Cranford Cougars baseball players receive their rings for
winning the Group 3 championship last June prior to the football game with Summit on September 21.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Junior Mairead McKeary was named The Star-Ledger State soccer athlete of
the week. She had two goals in Saturday’s win over Oak Knoll and four goals and two assists total for the week. Tom
Feeney, a senior on the varsity cross-country team, paced the boys squad with an outstanding two-mile time of 10:12 at
the Cherokee Challenge this past weekend and hopes to lead the boys to a second consecutive Conference Title.

Soccer Cougars Nip
Kent Place, 1-0

The Cranford High School girls
soccer team upped its record to
5-1 with a 1-0, overtime victory
over 3-2 Kent Place on Septem-
ber 20. Nina Montero scored the
sole goal for the Cougars on an
assist from Maddie Hart.
Kent Place 0 0 0 0 0
Cranford 0 0 0 1 1

Soccer Tigers Clip
Cougar Boys, 2-1

Rafael Gabriell and Derrick
Neves each netted a goal to earn
the 2-1-1 Linden High School
boys soccer team a 2-1 victory
over the Cranford Cougars on
September 20. Tom Fitzgerald
scored for the 2-3 Cougars.
Linden 2 0 2
Cranford 1 0 1

Cougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar Snacks
Soccer Cougars Crack
Oak Knoll Girls, 3-1

The Cranford High School girls
soccer team improved its record
to 6-1 with a 3-1 victory over
Oak Knoll on September 21.
Mairead McKeary notched a pair
of goals and Siobhan McGovern
scored another, while adding two
assists. Alexa Aldridge contrib-
uted an assist.
Oak Knoll 0 1 1
Cranford 1 2 3

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLASTING INTO THE LINE…Cougar running back Jimmy Dwyer, No. 49,
blasts into the Summit defensive line.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The contract for
the borough’s Athletic Field Com-
plex (AFC) has been completed
and should be approved by the
end of the week and signed next
week, Borough Attorney Joseph
Triarsi said at the Tuesday night’s
borough council meeting.

Mr. Triarsi also said there were
10 “significant” commercial prop-
erties, including Home Depot and
The Lofts, owned by seven prop-
erty owners who have appealed
their property taxes. He said the
borough would need to hire an
appraiser because the appeals are
being actively litigated, and each
appraisal would cost the borough
between $1,000 and $3,000.

A bond ordinance for capital
items was omitted from the coun-
cil agenda Tuesday because
“there was a bump in the road,”
Council Finance Committee
Chairwoman Sara Todisco said.
A $42,000 state grant for the
police department had stated in-
correctly that the generator
needed for the NJ Transit under-
pass on Center Street was per-
manent and not portable, which
could cause the state to not ap-
prove the grant. The area floods
in heavy rain storms.

Ms. Todisco said the council
could either wait for the state’s
final approval at the end of Octo-
ber or add on additional funding
to the bond ordinance. The coun-
cil and mayor made no comment.

Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello said the drainage on
Willow Avenue will begin at the
end of the week and said it would
take about two to three weeks
for it to be completed.

The NJ Transit Village Study is
“slowly” moving along, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi said. The bor-
ough is waiting on a final report

on the community walkability
study, she said.

Some residents, borough rep-
resentatives and agents from a
variety of outside organizations
recently toured the borough in a
walkable workshop, said Kathy
Villagio, the borough’s chair-
woman of the NJ Transit Village
study committee.

The borough’s library is asking
residents to contact them with
their interest in having ebooks
readily available through the li-
brary as part of a feasibility study
on the library getting an ebook
subscription, said Councilman Jim
Mathieu, the mayor’s represen-
tative on the library committee.

A pumpkin carving contest will
be held Saturday, October 27, for
the first time as part of the Cel-
ebration of Public Events and Holi-
days committee, Ms. Todisco said.
The pumpkins will be judged on
five age categories: kindergarten
through second grade, third
through fifth grade, sixth through
eighth grade, adults, and senior
citizens, with awards for first, sec-
ond and third place per category.
More information will follow.

Complaints on air traffic noise
have come from Roselle, Roselle
Park, Cranford and, most re-
cently, Garwood to the Union
County Air Traffic Advisory Board,
said Councilman Mathieu, the
borough’s representative on the
committee.

During public comments, resi-
dent Joe Garitano said there are
complaints from homeowners on
the 400 block of Willow Avenue
of rat problems. Earlier this year
there were complaints from the
same neighborhood and poison
was sprayed in the area. Ms.
Todisco said the Board of Health
said the vegetation there has not
died off after attempts at killing
the brush, and is one of the

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee will consider whether
there is adequate funding avail-
able to restore two crossing
guards to their posts near
Brookside Place School. The
guards were among 14 whose
positions were eliminated due to
municipal budget cuts.

At Tuesday’s business meet-
ing, Katherine McCaffrey, a fifth-
grade student at Brookside Place
School, read a petition she said
had been signed by students and
parents asking that the guards
be returned to their posts on
Brookside Place at Orchard Street
and at Gallows Hill Road. Miss
McCaffrey said students her age
had been looking forward to walk-
ing to and from their homes to
school in order to “help us gain
independence for middle school.”
But the absence of crossing
guards at the busy intersections
has given their parents pause in
allowing children to walk by them-
selves.

Without crossing guards, Miss
McCaffrey told the committee
members, traversing the inter-
sections is “confusing and scary.”
She told of seeing one friend who
believed the way was clear for
him to cross one of the neighbor-
hood streets, only to have to
dash quickly in order to avoid a
car approaching from the oppo-
site direction.

Committee members praised
Miss McCaffrey for her poise and
eloquence in making her case for
the crossing guards, and Com-
missioner Lisa Adubato said she
would look to see if there was
money in this year’s budget to
restore some of the guards. “We
will give it serious consideration,”
she told Miss McCaffrey.

In other business, the commit-

tee passed a resolution “encour-
aging” residents and landscap-
ers to forgo the use of leaf blow-
ers on two different Saturdays
and to use rakes instead. “We do
it annually,” noted Mayor David
Robinson, pointing out that leaf
blowers are noisy — often in ex-
cess of 100 decibels, he said —
and blow various pollutants into
the air that can affect children
and adults with respiratory prob-
lems. The encouraging of raking
over leaf blowing will be held on
Saturday, October 27 and Satur-
day, November 3. “It’s good ex-
ercise,” added Commissioner
Adubato.

The committee introduced an
ordinance that, according to Com-
missioner Kevin Campbell,
“streamlines, formalizes and cor-
rects” a check list for residents to
use when they make an applica-
tion to the township planning or
zoning boards. He said the move
was necessitated by “something
that should not have fallen be-
tween the cracks, falling between
the cracks” in a recent applica-
tion approval. The public hearing
on the ordinance will be on Tues-
day, October 30.

The committee also approved a
change order for an additional
$1,131 to W.D. Snyder for water
sealant to be applied to certain
walls in the municipal building as
part of the ongoing renovations
in the wake of Hurricane Irene in
August 2011. The committee was
set to introduce an ordinance on
Tuesday establishing historic dis-
tricts but it was withdrawn at the
last minute. But Mayor Robinson
said the ordinance was removed
solely because of an administra-
tive issue in getting the ordi-
nance into proper format. He said
the committee is “resolved to get
this process started,” and noted

Student Asks for CF Crossing
Guards to Be Re-Hired

causes of the problem.
Mr. Garitano also asked to have

the borough newsletter rein-
stated. Ms. Todisco said the
council’s finance committee “sees
the value in a newsletter.” She
said what has stalled it is the
administration of putting to-
gether the newsletter. Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma said it
could cost a couple thousand
dollars for it to be printed and
mailed.

Resident Bruce Paterson said
reestablishment of the newslet-
ter was on Ms. Todisco’s and
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli’s
campaign platform and there
should be a push for it to get
printed, considering Ms. Todisco
is the head of the finance com-
mittee.

Mr. Patterson also urged the
council to formulate a resolution
in support of Berkeley Heights’
discussion to secede from Union
County. Berkeley Heights Coun-
cilman Robert Woodruff (please
see editorial on page 4) sug-
gested the municipality join Mor-
ris or Somerset Counties in or-
der to lower taxes. “They [the
county] are not serving us. They
are serving themselves,” Mr.

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Contract for Gwd Athletic Field Complex
Completed; Property Tax Appeals Told
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CRANFORD – The Feast of St.
Michael will celebrate its eighth
year as a Cranford community
event, today through Sunday,
September 27 to 30, on the
grounds of St. Michael’s School
on Holly Street. Hosted by St.
Michael’s Parish and sponsored
by multiple Cranford businesses
and organizations, the Feast will
feature food, new rides, prizes
and live entertainment.

Attendees will get a chance to
take in a bird’s-eye-view of
Cranford from atop a Ferris wheel,
enjoy a spin on the Sizzler, listen
to live performances by 9 South,
Marty and The Martians and Table
for Two, and snack on cuisine
from local eateries.

New this year will be “Pay One
Price Bracelet Night,” taking place
tonight, for unlimited rides.

The event also will offer a 50/
50 raffle with a chance to win a
portion of the proceeds. Tickets
can be purchased at St. Michael’s
Parish Center. Remaining pro-
ceeds will be used to maintain
and improve the church and
school facilities.

This year’s Platinum sponsors
include: Cranford Knights of Co-
lumbus, Kilkenny House Restau-
rant and Pub, Lifeline Technol-
ogy Solutions and Premier Busi-
ness Solutions, Inc.

Feast hours are today, Thurs-
day, September 27, 6 to 9 p.m.;
Friday, September 28, 6 to 10
p.m.; Saturday, September 29,
3 to 10 p.m., and Sunday, Sep-
tember 30, 1 to 5 p.m.

Feast of St. Michael to Begin
This Evening in Cranford

Westfield Should Participate In
Meetings on Rahway Watershed

It has been hard to convince
Westfield, Summit and
Mountainside to consider height-
ening its priority on storm water
management. I have been told
by the mayor of Westfield that
Westfield has taken care of its
internal drainage issues. The
Westfield mayor has then de-
cided not to actively participate
in the regional meetings to try to
mitigate what can be mitigated.

If you trace the brooks and
runoff from Westfield into
Cranford, those added water el-
evations in Cranford, for example,
“contributed” to the $4-million
damages to Cranford’s Brookside
School. Elementary students had
to attend school in Garwood for
months. The school is vulnerable
to a next storm. The electrical

power outage for five days dur-
ing Hurricane Irene was caused
by the riverbanks not holding the
water elevations, which then
flooded the electrical substation
located in Cranford. Many
Westfield residents were im-
pacted, not just Cranford resi-
dents. Maybe that provided the
connection thus far lacking for
Westfield residents that this is a
regional issue.

Rutgers University recently de-
veloped a map, which shows the
elevation of land in the Rahway
River Watershed. Absent from
the regional flood mitigation
meetings have been Westfield,
Summit and Mountainside rep-
resentatives. But the map clearly
shows water does go down hill
and, at minimum, these towns
should be part of whatever solu-
tion can be found. Storage in the
South Mountain Reservation is
one promising strategy since
upstream peak storm water el-
evations are also a major factor.
The regional mayors organiza-
tion and the Rahway River Asso-
ciation are developing a storm
water management strategy to
address this public safety issue
locally as well which all towns
need to consider.

Local governments are bur-
dened with so many tasks and
there is always a focus on serving
citizens within the boundaries of
one’s community. My request is
for consideration that this issue
needs to be addressed directly
and boldly with the help of the
blue towns on the map to resolve
or at least to make it less danger-
ous so that future storms can be
managed better.

Dan Aschenbach
Former Cranford Mayor

A Local Letter to the Editor
Historical Society Slates
Community Garage Sale

KENILWORTH – A
Communitywide Garage Sale will
be held in Kenilworth on Saturday
and Sunday, October 6 and 7.
Sponsored by the Kenilworth His-
torical Society, this event will take
place, rain or shine, between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. both days.

Nearly 200 residences partici-
pated in Kenilworth’s
Communitywide Garage Sale last
fall, and this year’s participation
is expected to equal or exceed
that of last year, according to the
historical society.

Residents holding garage sales
at their homes anytime that
weekend will receive a certificate
representing the borough’s per-
mission to proceed and will ben-
efit from the historical society’s
statewide advertising of the event
via major newspapers, websites
and prominently placed signage
and fliers.

The addresses of registered par-
ticipating residences will be in-
cluded on a Kenilworth
Communitywide Garage Sale list-
ing and map that will be available
in quantity, free of charge, at the
Kenilworth A&P Customer Service
Desk (801 Boulevard), Borough
Clerk’s Office (567 Boulevard),
Kenilworth Public Library (548 Bou-
levard) and Especially Yours Flo-
rist (13 North 20th Street) after
Wednesday, October 3.

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety will sponsor this event as a
service to the community. Any
proceeds after borough permit
fees, advertising and other re-
lated costs are paid will benefit
the organization’s ongoing
project to restore the 19th-cen-
tury Oswald J. Nitschke House
and transform it into Kenilworth’s
first “living history” museum and
cultural arts center.

Other upcoming Kenilworth His-
torical Society events in 2012
include “Four Centuries in a

Weekend” at the Nitschke House
(October 20 and 21) and bus
trips to Mohegan Sun Casino (Sat-
urday, October 27) and Rockvale
Shopping Outlets (Thursday,
November 8).

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety is an independent, volun-
teer-based, non-profit, tax-ex-
empt, 501 (c)(3) organization
dedicated to the research, pres-
ervation and interpretation of the
Oswald J. Nitschke House, local
history and culture. For further
information, call (908) 709-0434.

Paterson said.
The council adopted, by a 3-2

tally, a resolution authorizing the
signing of the memorandum of
agreement between the Garwood
PBA Local 117 and the borough.
As said at the last council meet-
ing during the initial vote, Coun-
cil President Keith Sluka and
Councilman Mathieu said they
voted against the resolution be-
cause they did not support lon-
gevity benefits.

The council adopted, by a 4-1
vote, a resolution to provide sal-
ary increases to the borough’s
police officers. Mr. Mathieu said
he opposed giving raises when
people in the private sector have
had salaries frozen and when un-
employment in the state is at 9.9
percent.

that the Historic Preservation
Advisory Board has been “work-
ing hard” on the issue.

In other matters, the commit-
tee appointed former commis-
sioner Mark Dugan to be
Cranford’s representative to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA), replacing Jim Murphy,
who recently retired and relo-
cated out of Cranford.

Gwd Athletic Field
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Cr Crossing Guards
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Garwood Cleanup Day
On Sat., October 20

GARWOOD – The Eighth An-
nual Clean Communities Litter
Cleanup Day will be held in
Garwood, Saturday, October 20,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or shine.
Volunteer Services, neighbor-
hoods, social and school groups
as well as individuals are invited
to work together to reduce the
amount of litter accumulating in
various parts of the borough.
Supervision must be provided
for all children’s groups and all
participants must provide their
own transportation to the mu-
nicipal building to get their sup-
plies and site assignments.


