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l'ennemi du journaliste

REGGIE GREEN, JIM DWYER GET TOUCHDOWNS; TROY KETLER HITS 32-YARD FIELD GOAL

Cougar Gridmen Rally Late to Victimize Warriors, 17-14
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School foot-
ball team, rallied from a five-
point deficit to victimize the
Watching Hills Warriors, 17-14,
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
September 8.

“I thought Watchung Hills did
an outstanding job both offen-
sively and defensively. They
fought hard. They played hard.
They have 25 seniors on that
team. Coach Crisafi had them
ready and they had a final run.
What I will say for us, and that
was a question mark for me, was
if we had the fortitude. Last
year’s team, I knew had it. This
year’s hasn’t proven anything
yet. But the fact that they were
able to prove that they could
settle down, keep their compo-
sure and then get to work against
a very tough offense [is good],”
said Cranford Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier.

On the opening kickoff, junior
Joe DeSilva, behind outstanding
blocks, charged into Warrior ter-
ritory for 37 yards. Three plays
later, Green plunged four yards
into the end zone providing a 6-
0, Cougar lead with 10:16 left.

“It was an option play, I made
the right read and the offensive
line did a great job,” said Green.

On the ensuing kickoff, Warrior
Anthony Prus sprinted 41 yards.
Three plays later, Prus found the

end zone with a four-yard scam-
per to knot the score.

Penalties plagued the Cougars,
and the tide appeared to be shift-
ing somewhat when the running
duo of Prus and Andrew Keller
had things going their way. De-
spite Keller’s 35-yard end-around
sweep into the end zone that was
negated on a holding penalty, he

later repeated the feat with a 12-
yard blast to pay dirt. The two-
point conversion was successful,
putting the Warriors on top 14-6
with 4:42 left.

After a Cougar fumble on the
46-yard line, the Warriors engi-
neered an impressive drive that
stalled in the red zone when game
officials halted the contest due to

lighting. With both teams in the
locker room, the Cougars reor-
ganized their defensive forces,

halting the drive on the 21.
In the second quarter, Cougar

Troy Ketler successfully booted a
32-yard field goal to narrow the
lead to 14-9.

Sloppy play and yellow laun-
dry (penalties) strewn across
the field hampered both teams
through the third and fourth
quarters. The Cougars did

threaten to get on the scoreboard
when Green hooked up with
Bobby Bruns for 27-yards. Evan
Zoughy (6 rushes for 40 yards),
on an end-around, followed with

a 19-yard surge settling the ball
on the six. An untimely fumble
at the 10, however, placed the
ball back into Warrior hands.
Bruns finished with five recep-
tions for 51 yards.

After an excellent defensive
stand, the Cougars roared back
with determined vengeance. With
the ball on the 32, Green com-
pleted to Bruns for 14 yards.
Three plays later, running back
Jimmy Dwyer (9 rushes for 41
yards), behind excellent blocks,
charged 18-yards for the touch-
down. The two-point conversion,
Green-to-Zoughy, was success-
ful, giving the Cougars a 17-14
lead with 6:10 remaining in the
third quarter.

In the fourth quarter, the Cou-
gars’ defense maintained their
focus and aggressiveness, and
the offense threatened to put
additional points on the board
when Green marched his troops
up field settling the ball on the
eight-yard line. The Warrior de-
fense, however, held tight. With
time slipping away for the War-
riors, the Cougar defensive unit
roared loudly for the last time
when defensive lineman Jeff
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROLLING IN FOR THE TOUCHDOWN…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, rolls in for a four-yard touchdown
against Watching Hills at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 7. The Cougars won, 17-14.
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of The Westfield Leader
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Talia Gonzales, a junior on the varsity volleyball team,
had 2 kills, 2 digs, 25 assists, 4 points and 2 aces in the Cougar home opener this past week. Tom
Fitzgerald, a senior captain on the boys soccer team, recorded the winning goal in a 3-2 overtime goal
against Elizabeth and had a goal and two assists against Weehawken this past weekend.

H. S. Soccer Results:
Girls Soccer:

Cranford 4, Elizabeth 0
Alexa Aldridge netted two goals,
while Annie Vollenbroek and
Corrine Savulich each scored
once for the 2-0 Cougars. Mairead
McKeary and Hannah DeMars
each added two assists.
Cranford 3 1 4
Elizabeth 0 0 0

Boys Soccer:
Cranford 3, Elizabeth 2
Cougars Tom Fitzgerald and Matt
Aquiles each notched a goal and
an assist, and James Sands added
a goal on September 6.
Cranford 2 0 1 3
Elizabeth 1 1 0 2

Cougar Snacks:
Weiss pounced on the quarter-
back to end the contest for the
2011, North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 champions.

“We wanted to come out early
and get a quick score. I did not
expect DeSilva to run that back
to the five, so that was good, got
to score early. Offensively, pen-
alties here and there, but other
than that, everyone did a solid
job today,” said Green.

“From those first two drives,
they got a goose egg after that.
Coach Hubert and the guys on
that entire defense work in con-
cert; they do a great job. Offen-
sively, we have a lot of work to
do. We thought we were a little
further along, but they did a
good job against us and they
shut us down all night. We later
settled down, we stopped get-

ting penalties; I think they
stopped for both sides. We were
able to adjust enough at the end
to almost run the clock out. The
defense came on and ended the
game for us. It was just a matter
of hanging in there. Maybe it
comes from their experience on
last year’s team when they un-
derstand that they have been in
those battles and have come out
victorious. We were just going to
refuse to lose, but I’m telling
you; it’s a coin flip right to the
end. It could have gone either
way,” concluded coach
Rosenmeier.
Watchung Hills 6 3 8 0 17
Cranford 6 8 0 0 14

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING DOWN A WARRIOR…A host of Cougars bring down the Warrior running back. The
Cougars pulled off a 17-14 come-from-behind victory.

Cougars Edge Warriors, 17-14
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Cranford 7, Weehawken 0
Tommy Trotter, Tom Fitzgerald
(assist), Mike Helmstetter (as-
sist), Kyle Mallon, Anthony
Maglino, Marc Christiano (assist)
and Matt Aquiles got into the
scoring act for the 2-0 Cougars.
James Sands had two assists and
Erik Monteagudo had one.
Cranford 5 2 7
Weehawken 0 0 0

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 5,
Cranford 0
The 3-0 Raider boys took charge
from the beginning, but the 2-1
Cougars hung tough in the first
half, yielding just one goal. Un-
fortunately for the Cougars, the
floodgates opened wide in the
second half and the Raiders took
full advantage.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 4 5

See full story in the Septem-

ber 20 edition of The Westfield
Leader.

Field Hockey:
Cranford 5, Union 0
The Lady Cougars improved to
1-1 with an impressive victory
over the Lady Farmers.
Cranford 2 3 5
Union 0 0 0

Probitas Verus Honos
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Early morning rain nearly put a
damper in the hopes of members
of the St. Nicholas and St. An-
thony teams that were about to
vie for the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League champi-
onship held at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains, beginning at 10
a.m. on Labor Day.

“When I woke up this morning,
I saw the rain. I said 14 years to
get here and it starts to rain,” St.
Anthony team captain Anthony
Perconte said.

But the rain diminished just in
time to allow a little warm-up
before the cavalcade of sports
was to begin.

St. Anthony’s Dave Rothenberg,
a veteran of the league since
before the turn of the century,
has been no stranger to champi-
onship games.

“Yes! This is my fourth year
here. We got to win today, be-
cause I only won one out of the
last three. We really want it this
time,” he said.

St. Anthony’s Larry Szenyi, in
his seventh trip to the champion-
ship, pointed out, “Of course,
I’ve been with the league 30
years.”

St. Nicholas slugger Gus Alvarez
commented, “This is my third
Labor Day in six years. It’s a
pleasure playing Tony, because
he was my rookie captain when I
first started playing with this
league. He has been looking for
one for so many years. He’s got
a really good squad there. We
are going to have to play our ‘A
Game’ and play good defense in
order to beat these guys. I kind
of want to see him win, but I

don’t want to see him win against
me.”

Both teams did bring strong
defense, but in the end, St. Nicho-
las received the higher grade to
earn a 9-6 victory and to claim
the St. Bart’s crown.

St. Nicholas’ Rich Reich deliv-
ered the most bang from his
metal stick, rapping a two-run
triple and a two-run single, while
walking once. Captain Ron Labin
lashed a pair of doubles, singled

and scored twice, and leadoff
hitter Scott Curtis singled three
times, scored three times and
walked once. Paul Bifani and
Frank Samuelian (RBI, run
scored) each tapped a pair of
singles.

Powermen Varojuan
Baboomian and Nash Warfield
did the most damage for St. An-
thony. Baboomian doubled,
singled and scored twice, while
Warfield whacked a solo home

run, singled and score twice.
Glenn Gang lined an RBI double
and an RBI single and scored
once. Rob Barone thumped a
two-run triple.

Shortstop Craig Burfeindt
glowed defensively for St. An-
thony with a pair of marvelous
stops converted to putouts. While
playing first base, Rothenberg
and Joe Tilocca each made a fine
play. But it was Baboomian in
left, who literally disappeared into

the woods after snagging a diffi-
cult liner.

St. Nick shortstop Labin initi-
ated a crafty play that resulted in
a putout near home after he set
up a rundown. Just after that,
Alvarez made a snow cone grab
in leftfield. Second baseman
Bifani made an over-the-shoul-
der catch in shallow right-cen-
ter.

Baboomian led off the top of
the first with a double down the
right field line, and Gang brought
him home with his RBI double.
St. Nick tied the score in the
bottom of the inning when Curtis
singled and later scored on
Alvarez’s RBI groundout.

St. Nick seized a 6-1 lead in the
second. Samuelian and Rob Del
Cid singled, and Scott Friedrichs
followed with an RBI single. Eric
Fisher tapped an RBI single,
Curtis walked and Labin hopped
an RBI double to center. Reich
then sliced his two-run triple to
right. Their lead upped to 7-1 in
the third when Lou Blau singled
and scored on Samuelian’s RBI
groundout.

St. Anthony came to life with
four runs in the fourth.
Baboomian and Warfield singled.
Gang poked an RBI single and
Barone bashed a two-run triple
to center. Burfeindt followed with
an RBI sacrifice fly. St. Nick an-
swered in the bottom of the in-
ning when Reich rifled his two-
run single to make the score 9-5.

Perconte led off the fifth with a
double, but Labin’s crafty ma-
neuver and Alvarez’s snow cone
grab prevented any scoring.
Warfield finalized the scoring with
his solo shot to the right field
fence in the seventh inning.
St. Anthony 100 400 100 6
St. Nicholas 151 200 00x 9

REICH RAPS 4 RBI; LABIN LASHES 2 DBL, SCORES 2 RUNS; WARFIELD WHACKS HOME RUN

St. Nick Nicks St. Anthony for St. Bart’s Crown, 9-6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
2012 ST. BART’S SOFTBALL CHAMPS…St. Nicholas outlasted St. Anthony, 9-6, on Labor Day to become the St. Bart’s
Softball League champions. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ron Del Cid, Paul Bifani, Gus Alvarez and Frank
Samuelian; back row, Ron Labin and son, Scott Friedrichs, Lou Blau, Eric Fisher, Rich Reich, Mike Barcellona, Chuck
Dunn and Scott Curtis.

Probitas Verus Honos
SEE PHOTOS ON NEXT PAGE



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, September 13, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Some Heroes From the St. Bart’s Championship Game Between St. Nicholas/St. Anthony

Varojuan Baboomian

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader

Paul Bifani

Dave Rothenberg

Tony Perconte
Rob Barone

Lou Blau
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Giants/Dallas – September 5, 2012 – Photos by Jim O’Connor – njsportpics.com
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Giants/Dallas – September 5, 2012 – Photos by Jim O’Connor – njsportpics.com



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-7  Thursday, September 13, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil Tuesday night adopted, by a 4-
2 vote, an ordinance which pro-
vides for the compensation of regu-
lar police officers of the borough
under the new contract with the
local Police Benevolent Associa-
tion. The three-year contract gives
a 2-percent raise the first year and
a 1.75-percent raise thereafter,
as well as longevity benefits after
serving five years on the force.
Council President Keith Sluka and
Councilman Jim Mathieu both op-
posed the ordinance.

“We have made a conscious
effort not just this year at council
and last year, but previous years
because longevity was taken out
of the DPW [Department of Public
Works] contract long before I was
here. That is the part of that
contract that concerns me. I don’t
understand the philosophy be-
hind it, in the sense that the
employee is already getting a
raise and we’re just getting him
an extra raise on the purpose of
being here,” Council President
Sluka said.

“I can’t vote for raises for em-
ployees when townspeople are
losing jobs,” Councilman Mathieu
said.

“There should be a moratorium
on raises until we settle the law-
suit filed [against Mr. Mathieu
and the borough] by the clerk
[Christina Ariemma]. … You are
compromising the borough’s po-
sition,” Mr. Mathieu said.

The borough council is to vote
on a new bond totaling some
$223,000. During the workshop
meeting, Councilwoman Sara
Todisco discussed a bond for capi-
tal items, which she said would be
introduced at the Tuesday, Sep-
tember 25, council meeting. She
told the public that she did not
know the tax impact or length of
the term of the bond.

The capital items include police
car computers, a borough hall
generator, portable generators,

a repeater, DPW radio upgrades,
a recording sound system, a tele-
phone system, a computer sys-
tem, an SUV for the police de-
partment, building surveillance
cameras, traffic signal upgrades,
and Jaws of Life and infrared cam-
eras for the fire department.

During Ms. Todisco’s finance com-
mittee report, she called the capi-
tal items “necessary to the bor-
ough in the event of an emergency
or simply long overdue…” She said
the committee agreed, 3-0, to in-
troducing the bond ordinance.

Referring to Rep. Leonard
Lance’s (R-7th) sponsorship of a
New Jersey law when he was a
state senator, which has voters
decide by referendum the future
of all state debt, Mr. Mathieu said
he would like to see this taken to
the municipality level.

“In my mind, you can’t go wrong
when you go to the taxpayers,”
Mr. Mathieu said.

Joe Garritano of Willow Avenue
said during the workshop meet-
ing that a referendum should be
done for the athletic field com-
plex, but not general mainte-
nance for the borough. “I do
have a problem with the sports
complex because it feels like it is
a feel good thing… It is money
coming out of our pockets that I
don’t think that six people on
council should have the right to
decide how to spend our money,”
he said.

Ann Palmer of Beech Avenue, a
council candidate this year, said
she is against referendums.

Also Tuesday, Flanagan’s Con-
tracting Group, Inc. was awarded,
by 5-1 vote, the contract for the
athletic field complex (AFC) for
$2,750,000, including alternates
of $75,000 totaling $2,825,000.
The alternates include kitchen
equipment, totaling some
$50,000, Ms. Ariemma said, and
a different type of siding, which
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli said
would require less maintenance.

Mr. Mathieu asked how much is

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee expects to formally
name Police Chief Eric Mason as
township administrator in the
coming weeks.

At the committee’s regular
meeting on Tuesday, Mayor David
Robinson, in response to a query
from former mayor Mark Smith,
said he expects Mr. Mason to be
formally named to the position “in
the coming weeks” once his re-
tirement papers with the police
department are filed. Mr. Mason,
who has been acting administra-
tor for the past year, was set to be

appointed to the post on a full-
time basis last spring; however,
that move was delayed by ques-
tions over pension benefits for
which Mr. Mason was eligible in
his dual role of police chief and
acting administrator. The state
government will be issuing new
regulations clarifying this issue, a
move that will allow the appoint-
ment to move forward.

In other business at the
committee’s hour-long meeting,
Township Attorney Phil Morin
noted that site plan hearings on
the proposed Birchwood Avenue
development were held last
month at the Union County Court-
house, and that both sides – the
township government and the
site’s developer, Cranford De-
velopment Associates LLC – were
now in the process of completing
various legal documents for re-
view by a special hearing officer
and, ultimately, a judge.

Meanwhile, the township con-
tinues to work, Mr. Morin said,
“on completing our compliance”
with a superior court judge’s or-
der last year allowing the devel-
opment, which could mean up to
360 new housing units in what
local officials say is a flood zone,
to move forward. Toward that
end, the committee on Tuesday
gave final approval to an ordi-
nance creating the position of
municipal housing liaison, a move
required by the judge’s Decem-
ber 2011 order.

Cranford Development Associ-
ates is proposing to build 360
new housing units in what the
municipal government and neigh-
borhood residents claim is a flood
zone that could be better used as
a flood water detention basin
during major storms such as Hur-
ricane Irene.

The committee introduced an
ordinance boosting the fees for

budgeted to maintain the AFC.
Ms. Todisco said a ballpark num-
ber for the annual maintenance
of the AFC is $2,000.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi ap-
pointed Carol Kearney as Busi-
ness and Industry liaison, a posi-
tion that was reactivated. Ms.
Kearney told The Westfield
Leader that she has signed on 27
new businesses to the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce in the last eight months.
Part of her duties will be to find
out how the borough can help
small businesses in the borough
be successful, the mayor said.

An ordinance to fix salaries and
wages of certain officials and em-
ployees of the borough was tabled
by the governing body.

The council held an executive
session to discuss the lawsuit
involving Ms. Ariemma, the bor-
ough and Councilman Mathieu.
No action was to be taken.

Sluka, Mathieu Oppose Gwd Police Contract

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Nomahegan Lake Set for
$1.5-Million Renovation

CRANFORD – Union County’s
Nomahegan Park Lake will soon
undergo a $1.5-million restora-
tion.

The restoration of the 7.5-acre
lake follows the rehabilitation of
Upper Echo Lake in Echo Lake
Park last year and is part of a
four-lake restoration project that
also includes Rahway River Park
in Rahway, Briant Park in Sum-
mit and Meisel Avenue Park in
Springfield. While work is ex-
pected to get underway in
Rahway by the end of this year,
the projects at Briant and Meisel
will likely get underway in 2013,
according to county officials.

At Thursday night’s agenda-
setting meeting of the Union
County Board of Freeholders,
board members agreed to vote
tonight, September 13, on a pro-

posed $1,495,358 contract to
Let It Grow Inc. of River Edge.
The Nomahegan project is ex-
pected to take upwards of nine
months to complete.

“We have a magnificent County
Parks system,” Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski said. “But the years
have taken a toll on our lakes,
many of which are man-made.
Silt has built up, along with a
growing amount of organic mat-
ter. That all has to come out.”

Nomahegan Park was part of
the original park system designed
by the Olmsted Brothers land-
scape architectural firm. An esti-
mated 46,400 cubic yards of soil
was excavated in 1930 to create
the lake, which holds an esti-
mated 9.8 million gallons of wa-
ter. A tributary of the Rahway

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Probitas Verus Honos

Mason To Be Named Full-
Time Cran. Administrator
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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Planning Board, last
Wednesday evening, had some
tough questions for Warren
Connelly, the executive director
of the proposed Counseling Cen-
ter at Cranford. The company
wishes to lease a building at 27
North Avenue, East, and offer
post-detoxification counseling to
persons recovering from chemi-
cal and alcohol addiction. It is a
subsidiary of Sunrise Detox,
which operates facilities in New
Jersey, New York and Florida.

The owner of the building and
the property at 27 North Avenue,
East is Paul G. Argen, who oper-
ates MDTV Realty, LLC and is the
applicant before the board. Mr.
Argen produces medical
infomercials. Representing the
building owner and the counsel-
ing center is Gary Goodman of
Cranford. The counseling center
wants to take a 10-year lease on
the building, which is in a B-
Zone, in Cranford’s special im-
provement district. The appli-
cant seeks a permit to make
renovations to the building for
the counseling center, which is a
permitted use, with a parking
waiver requested, and pre-ex-
isting non-conforming conditions
less than the minimum required
front- and rear-yard setbacks.

The building itself sits in the
middle of the bustling down-
town and has been empty for
the past few years; the front
door and windows are boarded
up. Tax records obtained by The
Westfield Leader indicate that
the landlord owes $36,484 on
the building, and $16,932 on
the parking lot across the street.
The major concerns expressed
by members of the planning
board were not about the physi-
cal condition of the building, but
rather the nature of the coun-
seling center and what it would
bring to Cranford.

Mr. Connelly was questioned
for over three hours by the board.
He explained that by the time a
patient in recovery would come
to the outpatient-counseling
center, he or she would have
been through in-patient detoxi-
fication at one of their other
facilities or somewhere else.
They would be “clean,” he said.
He also said that most of the
chemically dependent patients
had been addicted to oxycontin.

“There is so much oxicotin pro-
duced in the United States that it
is enough for every man, woman
and child who lives here,” he
said.

Alcohol dependence also would
be treated at the Cranford loca-
tion. Mr. Connelly said the facil-
ity would not be anything like a
methadone clinic, with people
lined up on the street waiting for
methadone.

“The patients will be working
people and business owners; i.e.
middle class people, who live
real lives, but just messed up,”
Mr. Connelly told the board.

He said there would be about
90 patients a day in and out of
the center.

A concern of board members
was whether or not the doctor
on-site would be writing prescrip-
tions. On the center’s planning
board application it said perhaps,
in the future, prescriptions would
be written. Mr. Connelly said the
doctor would not be doing that.
Mr. Goodman said it was his mis-
take when he filled out the appli-
cation.

Mr. Connelly said normally what
happens is the patient would be
in their Stirling facility as an in-
patient for about six days, then
take part in an intensive outpa-
tient program for about three
weeks. The patients would have
to follow the protocol and meet
certain benchmarks before be-
ing allowed to take part in the
outpatient-counseling program
at the Counseling Center at

swim lessons at the township
pool facilities, a move that Deputy
Mayor Andis Kalnins said was
made to bring the fees more in
line with what is being charged
by neighboring communities.
Another ordinance was intro-
duced that will institute a uni-
form speed limit of 25 miles per
hour along the entire length of
Walnut Avenue. The public hear-
ings for both ordinances will be
held on Tuesday, October 16.

Noting that Tuesday’s meeting
was held on the 11th anniversary
of the September 11th terrorist
attacks, Deputy Mayor Kalnins,
during his invocation, called on
residents to recall “all the lives
that were lost” and “how all of us
and all of our lives were changed.”
He also pointed out how, “we
came together as a town, as a
state and as a nation” in the wake
of the attacks, which took the
lives of six Cranford residents.

Earlier on Tuesday, during the
township’s official remembrance
held at the September 11th Me-
morial Park, the names of the six
township residents – Dean
Eberling, Christopher Michael
Grady, Robert Lynch, Gregory
Milanowycz, Thomas Regan and
Leonard Snyder – were read
amidst prayers and songs. At the
committee’s meeting, Mayor
Robinson read a proclamation
declaring September 11th as Pa-
triot Day.

The mayor also issued a proc-
lamation designating the week
of September 17 to 23 as Consti-
tution Week in honor of the 225th
anniversary of the drafting of the
U.S. Constitution.

The annual Centennial Music
Festival will be held on Saturday,
September 15, from 3 to 9 p.m.

Cranford.
Planning Board member Rita

La Brutta said she objected to
the application being just par-
tially filled out, and the mixed
testimony on prescriptions. She
also objected to the application
fee not being paid.

Board Attorney Nicholas
Giuditta said that Robert Hudak,
Cranford’s zoning officer, had
signed off on the application.
This did not satisfy the board
members, who had a lot of ques-
tions as to the traffic going in and
out of the building, which would
operate from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays.

Board member Lynda Feder said
she would like to see a detailed
plan for the counseling center.
Mr. Connelly responded that he
would prepare a flow chart for
the board.

Board member Peter Tyler said
he would like to see architectural
plans at the next meeting. In
addition, the owner of the salon
All About Me, which is a neighbor
of the proposed counseling cen-
ter, wanted to know if patients
would be loitering outside smok-
ing cigarettes, noting that some
of her clients might be reluctant
to come into her shop if there is
going to be a “crowd hanging

Post-Detox. Counseling Center Proposed in Cranford
around outside.”

Resident Gerry Grillo asked
about the parking.

“We don’t have enough parking
now. If you have 90 patients a
day, and some are in group ses-
sions, some people may overlap
into another time period. What
about parking then?,” Mr. Grillo
asked.

During the hearing, Mr. Argen
agreed to change the lease on
the parking lot from two years to
10 years.

The building is about 6,000
square feet and located across
the street is a parking lot that Mr.
Argen owns. He said he would
allocate 25 spots for the center.
The center is willing to pay the
township for seven permanent
parking permits for employees.
Kevin Illing, acting board chair-
man, asked the applicant to have
a full site plan ready for the next
meeting, including details about
traffic, dumpster, garbage dis-
posal, lighting, signage, sanitary
sewer, electricity and landscap-
ing. Mr. Giuditta, to allay the
board’s reservations, said no pre-
scription writing could be made a
condition of approval.

The next meeting of the plan-
ning board will be held Wednes-
day, October 3, at the municipal
building.

River feeds the lake.
While some of the details of the

restoration project will be worked
out next month, park users will
be affected.

 “We will do everything pos-
sible to minimize the impact to
Nomahegan’s users,” Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella said. “We
just ask folks to realize that any
inconvenience is temporary.”

The restoration project is going
to also involve extensive plantings

along the lake shoreline.
The plantings are designed to

reduce silt infiltration into the
lake and to make it more difficult
for Canada Geese to have easy
access to the water, which then
encourages flocks to remain in
the park.

Two new aerators will be in-
stalled in the lake, along with
several areas lined with glaci-
ated boulders to enable access
to the water to fish.

Nomahegan Lake Renovation
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