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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition in the conference
and in Union County has been
fierce with teams such as Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Westfield, Eliza-
beth and Union, but this year’s
Cranford High School boys soc-
cer team that has taken its lumps
the past two years feel ready to
go nose-to-nose with the best.

“This year, considering how
young we were last year, we
have a senior-laden
team. We have 14
seniors. Many of
whom are trying to
find their positions
and are versatile
players, who we can
move around to dif-
ferent positions. We
have a lot of varsity
experience, and we
are looking forward
to parlaying that into
success on the soc-
cer field,” Cougar
first-year Head
Coach Greg
Campbell said.

Among those 14
seniors, three,
Tommy Paparatto,
Tom Fitzgerald and
Jake Waleski have
been selected as the
Cougars’ captains.
Fitzgerald will be a
holding center
midfielder.

“He is going to be
one of our guys in
the middle. He’s also
going to be playing

the captain’s role. We are ex-
pecting him to be a real presence
on the field for us,” Coach
Campbell said.

Paparatto, who was on the in-
jured list most of last year, will
also play in the midfield.

“The other big name that I am
expecting a big year from is
Tommy Paparatto, who will be
playing one of the holding center
mid spots. Tommy missed a lot
of last year with a knee injury, so

I think he’s ready to bounce back.
He’s going to be one of our most
important players on the field,”
Coach Campbell said.

Waleski will play the sweeper
position and junior Andrew Gee
will be the stopper.

“Jake has a real physical pres-
ence on the field and really locks
down our defense. Right in front
of him, we have a really talented
junior, Andrew Gee, whom I am
expecting big things from play-

ing the stopper, but we are going
to give him some versatility and
some room to run around, be-
cause he’s good when he has his
foot on the ball, and he’s good at

TEAM CAPTAINS – PAPARATTO, FITZGERALD & WALESKI; AQUILES, GEE ADD EXPERIENCE

Cougar Soccer Boys Believe They Can Play with the Best
making plays,” Coach Campbell
said.

Another person, who has been
and will be a strong presence,
especially when it comes to at-
tacking opponents’ goal, is se-
nior attacking midfielder Matt
Aquiles.

“I am really looking forward to
his development and kind of
opening him up. With the system
of play that we are going to get
into, he’s going to be a big time
focus for us in the middle,” Coach
Campbell said.

Seniors James Sands, Mike
Helmstetter and Mike Kniazuk
will man the striker/wing posi-
tions. Seniors Curtis Warfenberg
and Mike Salvador will also be at
the wings. Senior Ryan Wright
and junior Peter Strotz are ex-
pected be at outside back, along
with seniors Jason Pastuzyn,
Brian Leu and James Budries.

Sophomore Zach Hoffman will
be the Cougars’ last line of de-
fense at goalkeeper. Last year,
Hoffman handled himself well at

the position. Senior Nick Durant
is expected to be the backup
goalkeeper.

“Zach is going to be great in
goal for us. He really stepped up
as a freshman. We feel really
confident with him in goal for
us,” Coach Campbell said.

The Cougars will have a chal-
lenge early on in a showdown
against a very tough Scotch
Plains-Fanwood team on Tues-
day, September 11, at 4 p.m. in
Scotch Plains.

“We are familiar with many of
the teams on our schedule, like
Elizabeth, Union, Scotch Plains
and Westfield. Those are games
we are looking forward to. They
are soccer-competitive schools.
We want to play the best to prove
that we belong with the best and
we can beat the best. We are
fortunate to be in such a competi-
tive county,” Coach Campbell said.

DZUNOVA SELECTED TEAM CAPTAIN

Cougars Look to Future
For Success in Girls Tennis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Talent but youthful talent
makes up the bulk of this year’s
Cranford High School girls tennis
team.

“We have a very young team
this year, which is actually really
good for us, because it usually
takes a couple of years for us to
build up our program. Some of
the ones, who are sophomores,

which makes up most of the team,
there is a lot of talent that they
bring to the table. We look for-
ward to the three years that they
will be playing with us,” Cougar
Head Coach Rich Goldstein said.

The Cougars struggled last
year, and a lot of pressure was
placed on Marianna Dzunoza, who
jumped into the first singles po-
sition. But four talented sopho-

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING A SENIOR-LADEN TEAM…Pictured, left to right, are team captains Tommy
Paparatto, Tom Fitzgerald and Jake Waleski, who plan to lead a senior-laded Cougar boys
soccer team into an exciting season.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Depth should allow the Cranford
High School girls cross-country
team to take a huge leap for-
ward, and determination could
allow the Cougar boys to con-
tinue the success that they have
enjoyed for the past three years.

“We had an infusion of talent in
the freshman class. We have five
girls, who can immediately com-
pete for varsity spots. These girls
competed at Junior Nationals this
past summer, and they had a
tremendous amount of success.
They give us some depth that we
haven’t had in a long, long time,”
Cougar Head Coach John Schiano
said.

The freshmen referred to are:
Megan Power, Amanda Bush,
twins Katie and Claire Drewniak
and Jillian Walter. So the compe-
tition for the top-7 spots
could be fierce.

“It’s going to bring out the
best of our veteran runners
as well. They really compli-
ment each other very well,”
Coach Schiano said.

Senior Katia Oltmann,
who had strong perfor-
mances at the county and
sectional meets the past
two years, has been se-
lected as the team cap-
tain. Sophomores Keara
Reilly and Julie Byrne are
also in the mix for top
spots.

“Katia has really em-
braced the leadership role.
She’s taken a lot of the
younger runners under her
wing. She’s showing them
the ropes. She’s very ex-
cited, because she hasn’t
had this kind of depth be-
hind her in a long time.
They have already made it
their goal that they are
going to take a shot at that
conference title. They want

to send her off with a super se-
nior season,” Coach Schiano said.

The Cougar boys won two sec-
tional titles and a conference title
in the past three years and are
looking to be in the mix once
again.

“They have had a tremendous
amount of success winning ma-
jor titles each of the past three
years. We did lose a lot of se-
niors, but that’s happened be-
fore, and we’ve been able to
come back strong. They are look-
ing to win that conference meet.
They are not making excuses.
They are still wanting to be suc-
cessful,” Coach Schiano said.

Seniors Tom Feeney and
Brendan Donovan have had the
experience of competing in key
meets and have assumed the
responsibility as team captains.

“They take their role very seri-

mores, Emily Roman, Anna Lee
Gallo, Marissa Dankosky and Leah
Jayne, have been vying for the
first and second doubles posi-
tions.

“We had a little bit below a .500
record, so this year we are look-
ing above that. I think our doubles
players are going to be the ones
who are going to pick us up this
year, and hopefully we will get a
bunch of wins from Marianna as
well,” Coach Goldstein said.

Dzunova will remain at first
singles.

“She’s been working a lot dur-
ing the off-season to help bring
her game up. She is starting off
this year a little bit stronger than
last year. Her serves are getting
a lot better, so we are looking for
her to do a lot better than last
year,” Coach Goldstein said.

Additionally, Dzunova had been
selected team captain

“She is the strongest player we
have. She’s friendly. She has
been helping out the younger
players over the summer and so
far with the practices,” Coach
Goldstein said.

Junior Laura Van Horn and
sophomore Alexandra Czyrnsnic
have been battling to see who
will at second singles and who
will be at third singles.

“They are going to be back and
forth between the second and
third singles. Laura, it’s her third
year with us. Alex has been prac-
ticing a lot in the off-season as
well,” said Coach Goldstein, who
added, “First doubles and sec-
ond doubles is pretty much up
for grabs also. Their talents are
very close together.”

The Lady Cougars’ first home
match will be against Roselle Park
on Friday, September 7, at 4
p.m.

ously. They set the tone for the
rest of the team. They see the
right way to conduct themselves.
I think success is going to trickle
down from there through all of
our levels,” Coach Schiano said.

Juniors Connor McMahon and
Tom Philip were in the top-7 last
year and this year juniors Jimmy
Sweeney and Vinnie Papandrea,
and seniors Liam Laverty and Zach
Fitzgerald, along with sophomore
Kevin Szczech are expected to be
in the mix with them.

“Connor McMahon had a
breakout year last year in all
three seasons, and I think he can
make another jump. He’s got a
really high ceiling. And Tom Philip,
as well, is primed for a big jump.
Combined with the depth we have
behind them, we can be a solid
team again this year,” Coach
Schiano said.

OLTMANN GIRLS CAPTAIN; FEENEY, DONOVAN BOYS CAPTAINS

Cougar XC Girls, Boys Expect Good Results

Cougars Look to Future in Tennis

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGARS SINGLES PLAYERS…Senior captain Marianna Dzunova, left,
and sophomore Alexandra Czyrnsnic, along with junior Laura Van Horn (not
shown), comprise the Lady Cougar tennis team’s singles corps. Dzunova has won
the first singles spot, while second and third singles has yet to be determined.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR CROSS-COUNTRY CAPTAINS…Seniors Tom Feeney, left, Katia Oltmann,
center, and Brendan Donovan have been named captains of the Cougar boys and girls
cross-country teams.
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**** Is the Westfield Board of Education, Bored of Education? ****
There has never been a better

time than now, to ask the
Westfield Board of Education,
are you bored of education?

On May 1, 2012, the BOE
made mention of their desire to
have a Lit Turf Field installed at
Westfield High School, replac-
ing the existing natural grass
field. On May 15th, they voted
unanimously in favor without
informing taxpayers on the is-
sue. Please keep in mind
Westfield already has turf fields
– Kehler, Houlihan and Sid Fey
(the latter are lit).

Even harder to swallow, than
a hushed unanimous vote to
spend $3.3M on a lit turf field,
the BOE then voted to bundle
the lit turf field bond, a luxury,
with a bond for much needed
roof repairs on our schools,
which is a clear necessity for
the safety of our children and
the school staff. Thus, taking
away our freedom to choose
how our tax dollars are spent,
and hiding a luxury behind a
necessity.

An article in the August 24,
2012 issue of New Jersey
Monthly titled, “The Top New
Jersey High Schools”– showed
that Westfield High School
ranked 49 in 2012. We were 41
in 2010. We took an 8-point dip
in two years. Additionally, a
friend moved to Westfield in
1999, and said that at the time,
Westfield High School was
ranked in the top 10 High
Schools in the state. We are
now looking at 49. What hap-
pened?

Rather than spending tax-
payer dollars to replace a per-
fectly fine grass field with lit
turf, it would seem more pru-

dent to spend the money on
academics (technology), etc.
so we can begin taking steps
toward getting our school rank-
ing back up.

There are many other things
that the BOE could spend tax-
payer dollars on to improve
what goes on inside the school
for the students and faculty,
rather than an unnecessary lit
turf field. No matter what school
your child goes to, I’m certain
that if you took a few minutes
to think about it, you could
come up with 3-5 ways to im-
prove our schools using the
$3.3M the BOE proposes to
spend on the instillation of the
lit turf field.

Some things we thought
about: Constructing new class-
rooms for the schools that are
experiencing growth in student
population. Hire more teach-
ers to reduce classroom size.
Improve technology used in
the schools. Update the very
seriously outdated (Edison ex-
cluded) and “gross” (quote
from an elementary school stu-
dent) bathrooms that our chil-
dren have no other choice but
to use. Add some sort of air-
cooling system so the students
and teachers are not subjected
to the extreme heat in the
Spring/Summer, while trying
to concentrate and learn. Pro-
vide schools with their own
librarians, art teachers and
music teachers. Remove the
activity fee that was instated
last year for arts, music and
sports, which we parents are
burdened with above and be-
yond our taxes. While not all
are “capital projects”, this list
could go on.

The elementary schools are
having bake sales, and numer-
ous fundraisers every year to
raise money to buy/install
things such as SmartBoards in
the classrooms, just so we can
get our children beyond chalk
and board, and keep them
slightly relevant with technol-
ogy.

Something to think about, and
we fully understand that the
Westfield Fire Department is
drawn from a different fund –
the WFD’s entire budget is
$3.5M, (and there’s a freeze on
raises and hiring staff). The
WFD budget is about the same
as the “installation” cost of the
lit turf field!

How can the BOE, in good
conscience, justify this lit turf
luxury?

The BOE has not sufficiently
addressed concerns on the
maintenance cost of the field
over the course of its life, plus
the maintenance cost of the
seven 80 ft. light poles, the
bleacher seating for 800 people,
new brick fence to surround the
field, etc. Not to mention the
cost for disposal of a turf field
when replacement is needed.
We did a quick search on turf
field disposal and found that

when artificial turf (in-fill sys-
tems) needs renovating every
8-10 years, there is a hidden
cost of disposal. Because the
field is filled and top-dressed
with a crumb rubber material
(typically made from ground
automobile tires), the material
may require special disposal.
Disposal costs are estimated at
$130,000 plus transportation
and landfill charges.

These are among many con-
cerns that the BOE should ad-

dress before spending our tax
dollars. After all, Westfield tax-
payers will be burdened with
the expense and inconvenience
of this lit turf field from the
moment it is installed.

The field will be installed in an
already crowded and overbur-
dened residential neighbor-
hood, which houses a high
school, elementary school, pa-
rochial school, churches, ar-
mory activities, as well as com-
muter parking. How much more
congestion can our streets
handle?

When asked by local residents
during a meeting a couple of
months ago, “if you would be
happy about having an 80 ft.
light pole in your back yard”,
the BOE President, Rich
Mattessich, admitted, “I would
not be happy about it”. But he
can put seven in essentially the
back yards of 30 houses, plus
surrounding residential blocks,
not to mention the spillage be-
yond! For perspective, Houlihan
and Sid Fey fields light poles
stand at 60 ft. So, whether you
live right next-door, the next
block over or further, you’ll more
than likely see the seven pro-
posed 80 ft. light poles.

Sandra Mamary, the Supervi-
sor of Athletics at Westfield High
School, mentioned that the stu-
dents were very excited about
the lit turf field. Just a couple of
questions:

Which students were happy,
the athletes, or all of the stu-
dents? Is everyone thrilled that
so much emphasis (and money)
is being placed on sports rather
than education?

Were any dangers of turf fields
clearly outlined? Just a few

we’ve read about: Increased
concussions, ACL injuries,
Staph infections, Turf toe and
ankle sprains.

Dangerously high tempera-
tures (90 degree day = 110-
120 degree turf field). We un-
derstand from the BOE meet-
ing on 8/28/12 that the heat
dangers will affect kids mostly
from the waste down, and that
from the waste up, they should
be ok. So, half of their body
may over-heat while the other
half is.. er, ok?! Is that sup-
posed to make us feel better?

Please take a moment to
watch this video discussing “Ar-
tificial Fields – Bacteria Dan-
gers” – www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xQvj3F2Zg6k

Please Google “Turf Field Dan-
gers” for more detail

If the dangers of a turf field
weren’t clearly outlined, isn’t it
important to do so before you
ask students to have gym class
and play afterschool sports on
it?

In the end the bundling of the
two bond referendums, one for
a luxury – the lit turf field, and
the other for a clear necessity –
school roof repairs, consider-
ably undermines the taxpay-
ers/voters in Westfield, and re-
moves from us our ability to
choose what is important to us.

Please let’s not lose control of
our taxpayer dollars to the BOE.
We strongly encourage every-
one to join us in voting NO to
the bundled bond referendum

on Monday, September 24th.

Kerry Jean and Michael Murphy

Westfield, NJ

Letters to the Editor Probitas Verus Honos Another Letter on Next Page
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I would like to respectfully
respond to Mr. O’Brien s letter
in the Aug 23 leader stating
that my printed letter, which
appeared on Aug 16, was “
misinformed and perhaps hy-
perbolic”.

I will concede that the name
of Catholic organization which
has denounced Ryan’s budget
is properly named the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) and that it is indeed
Sister Simone Campbell who
toured the US on a bus tour
denouncing Ryan’s budget.
Thank you for that clarification.
Having said that, I must cor-
rect Mr. O’Brien ‘s misstate-
ments of my written words. I
never said that the Church op-
posed the Ryan budget because
of the changes to Medicare. I
said they oppose the Ryan bud-
get because it” was fundamen-
tally lopsided”- meaning favor-
ing the rich and gutting pro-
grams to the poor. Indeed Mr.
O’Brien himself pointed out that
this is exactly what Cardinal
Dolan’s grave concerns are, that
It could have adverse effects
on hunger and nutrition thereby
supporting what I had said in
my letter.

As far as Sister Simone
Campbell, she is a Catholic Nun
who is so disturbed by the Ryan
budget in as far as how it hurts
the needy and the poor, that
her moral opposition to Ryan’s
budget has motivated her to
take a bus tour around the US
speaking about this. Mr.
O’Brien’s letter says she is no
authority on the Church and is
an “agitator “ and a “dissident”.
As far as agitators and dissi-
dents— do you know who was
one of our greatest US dissi-
dents? – John Adams. He was
one of the most passionate dis-
sidents and agitators this coun-

try has ever known – without
whom we would never have
had the Continental Congress,
Declaration of Independence
and our greatest achievement
– The US Constitution. So hats
off to another American hero
and dissident –, Sister Simone
Campbell.

If I indicated that the Pope
himself spoke out against the
Ryan budget, my apologies if
that was not 100 percent accu-
rate. Thank you for the correc-
tion.

The “end of Medicare as we
know it” is not a “ worn out
statement” as Mr. O’Brien had
claimed in his letter. Turning
Medicare into a voucher sys-
tem is one of the signature
elements of the Ryan budget
that passed the in The House of
Representatives. It seems Mr.
O’Brien doesn’t like the term
continually to be stated – but it
is being stated because it is a
fact that Americans need to be
aware of. Mr. O’Brien himself
says in his letter “this might be
the case eventually...”. Well,
he just proved my point. Medi-
care currently operates as a
government sponsored pro-
gram, not a voucher or a pre-
mium support program – so a
voucher program would then
change Medicare “as we know
it”.

He refers to cuts in spending
that the Ryan Budget proposes
as not cuts in spending but cuts
in spending “increases”. That
makes no sense. There are dras-
tic cuts to all kinds of current
budget expenditures in the Ryan
bill that are factual and irrefut-
able.

Mr. O’Brien said that that the
Ryan budget will not be part of
the Romney campaign. Really?
Before Romney loved the bud-
get plan. In an Associated Press

release on April 3, Romney is
quoted as saying in a Wisconsin
town hall meeting on March 28,
“I think it’d be marvelous if the
Senate were to pick up Paul
Ryan’s budget and to adopt it
and pass it along to the presi-
dent” . That sounds like a pretty
strong endorsement to me. Now
he’s distancing himself from it?

Mr. O’Brien then added”
Rather than much ado about
what will not be, perhaps we
should instead focus on Gov.
Romney’s budget portrayals
when he makes them known”.
He did make them known. He
fully endorsed the Ryan budget
and said he wanted it enacted
into law. I think it is naive for
anyone to somehow believe that
all of a sudden Romney is going
to make a complete turnaround
from the policies that his party
has endorsed and that he him-
self has endorsed.

Mr. O’Brien says he doubts
that any budget of Romney’s
will give tax breaks to the
wealthy and oppress the middle
class and impoverished given
that there are more middle
class and impoverished than
wealthy today. Of course there
are. That’s the point. So it begs
the question, why did Paul Ryan
write the Ryan Budget and Re-
publicans pass it—which does
exactly that? If Romney is
against the plan so much, then
why did he endorse it and why
would he choose the architect
and head promoter of the plan
to be his V.P.? It makes no
sense. I think Mr. O’Brien needs
to look at the FACTS. That is all
in the Ryan Budget that the
House of Representatives

passed, that Romney has en-
dorsed and what is being
pushed by the Republican
Party.

Moreover, look no further than
Grover Norquist to understand
the central party platform. As
the leader of Americans for Tax
Reform and the architect of the
pledge to never ever raise rev-
enues—EVER- he seems to have
the party in a stronghold. This
overreaching pledge was signed
by virtually every Republican
Congressman—including our
7th district Leonard Lance. In a
speech to CPAC (Conservative
Political Action Conference),
Norquist was quoted as saying”
We don’t need a president to
tell us in what direction to go.
We know what direction to go.
We want the Ryan budget. We
just need a president to sign
this stuff. We don’t need some-
one to think it up or design it.
Pick a Republican with enough
working digits to handle a pen
to become president of the
United States...His job is to be
captain of the team, to sign the
legislation that has already been
prepared. “

I guess Romney will take his
marching orders from Norquist.
Now that the House of Repre-
sentatives is Republican con-
trolled and they have already
passed the Ryan budget, if the
Senate were to go Republican,
they will vote yes on the bud-
get. If Romney is President
what is he going to do, veto it?
I hardly think so. So, it is not
“much ado about what will not
be”. It seems Mr. O’Brien wants
to ignore facts, and instead
rely on wishful thinking.

Romney says he wants to
give everyone tax breaks, not
touch Medicare or Social Se-
curity and at the same time
eliminate the deficit by some
magic I guess. The Tax Policy
Center, a non-partisan tax as-
sessment group, has said this
is “mathematically impos-
sible”. He would have to cut
everything else by almost
half— Medicaid, education,
EPA,—the list goes on and on.
Given that virtually every Re-
publican is wedded to the idea
of never ending the Bush tax
cuts for the rich, where are
they going to get the money
from? Almost every Republi-
can signed the Norquist pledge
to never raise taxes – EVER.
This is simply unrealistic and
reckless if we are to make up
for the deficit, which was cre-
ated by an unfunded war and
the collapse of our banking
system due to the government
letting the banks run rampant
with little, if no regulation.

Another inconvenient fact is
that the Ryan budget will NOT
reduce the deficit for another
30 years because it fails to
raise enough revenues to bal-
ance anything – even with all of
the draconian cuts.

As I stated earlier, I concede
any misstatements I may have
made regarding exact titles
(such as the USCCB) but my
message remains intact based
on facts, not “hyperbole” as
was incorrectly stated by Mr.
O’Brien.

You may disagree with my
message— but hyperbolic, I am
not. Concerned and passionate
about what happens to this

country – I am.

Karen Egert

WestfieldAnotherLetter to the Editor

*** I’m Not “Hyperbolic” or “Misinformed” but Factual and Honest ***
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ROSELLE PARK — The New Jer-
sey Youth Theatre (NJYT) has an-
nounced its 21st season of per-
forming arts classes for students
ages 8 to 23 will begin soon.

Classes in Drama, Voice, Musical
Theatre and Dance will be held at
the New Jersey Youth Theatre stu-
dio, 172 West Westfield Avenue,
Roselle Park. Class Registration
will be held in studio on Wednes-
days and Thursdays, September
12, 13, 19 and 20, from 4 to 8 p.m.

Semester One classes will begin
October 9, and continue through
January 16, 2013; Semester Two
classes will run from January 22,
2013 through May 8, 2013.

NJYT’s professional teaching art-
ists provide students with the dis-
cipline and tools necessary to grow
their skill and confidence as per-
formers. The students will be pre-
pared for auditions and, if so in-
clined, for the professional stage.

The NJYT classes are scheduled
on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays in studio between 4
and 9:45 p.m. Students who en-
roll in more than one NJYT class
per week or pay tuition in full at
time of registration will qualify for
tuition discounts.

Classes offered include: Begin-
ners, Intermediate, and Advanced
Acting classes concentrating on
improvisation, character develop-
ment and scene study; three lev-
els of Musical Theatre classes fo-
cusing on song selection and in-
terpretation, ensemble work,
voice, and musical theatre move-
ment; and the Dance classes in-
cluding various levels of Ballet,
Ballet/Jazz, and Tap. Private voice
lessons are offered by audition.

The NJYT school staff this year
includes Erica Bradshaw (Acting).
Ms. Bradshaw, teaching artist,
acting coach, professional actor,
comedienne, writer, began her
stage acting career with Ann Jack-
son and Peter Falk in the world-

premiere, Off-Broadway produc-
tion of Arthur Millers’ Mr. Peters
Connections, at Signature The-
atre, NYC and made her network
television debut in LA on CBS in
“The District.” She has since moved
into a recurring role on “Law and
Order: SVU” (2005-present),
worked on “The Good Wife” with
Julianna Marguiles, debuted her
solo show, “White America Hero,”
and most recently played Larenz
Tate’s sister, LaQueefa, on the F/
X show “Rescue Me” starring Den-
nis Leary. She holds numerous
directing credits as former asso-
ciate director of the Apprentice/
Intern Company at Actors The-
atre of Louisville, and her acting
credits in Regional Theatre in-
clude: As You Like It, Actors
Theatre of Louisville; Romeo and
Juliet, Seattle Shakespeare
Company and The Syringa Tree,
Delaware Theatre Company
(2006 Barrymore nomination for
best actress). Ms. Bradshaw is a
graduate of the University of
North Carolina School of the Arts.

Amber J. Pennyfeather-Will-
iams (Ballet, Jazz, Hip-Hop), a
graduate of Mason Gross School
of the Arts, has performed works
by Michael Gary, Claudia
Gitelman, Jose Limon, Jawole
Willa Jo Zollar of Urban Bush
Women, Sherry Alban, Jeff Fried-
man, Benoit Swan-Pouffer of Ce-
dar Lake Contemporary Ballet,
Randy James, and Doug Elkins.
She has also performed on the
East Coast in regional and national
competitions, community out-
reach programs, collegiate-based
performances, festivals and show-
cases.

Alonzo Hall (Tap) began his tap
dance training at age 11. He later
studied ballet, jazz, and modern
dance at the University of the Arts
in Philadelphia, and attended
Rutgers University’s Mason Gross
School of the Arts where he re-

ceived his Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree  in Dance under the direc-
tion of Paulette Sears and Julia
Ritter. Mr. Hall was a member of
the University Dance Works un-
der the direction of Randy James
and performed works by Ronald
K. Brown, Benoit-Swan Pouffer,
Xiao-Xiong Zhang, Randy James,
and Ferdinand Dejesus. He was
also in the musicals Aida and The
Wedding Singer, both at Plays in
the Park in Edison. Mr. Hall is
currently a member of Marie
Alonzo’s Tangerine Dance Collec-
tive in Princeton.

Other members of NJYT’s teach-
ing faculty include: Artistic Direc-
tor Cynthia Meryl (Beginners’ and
Advanced Acting, Musical Theatre,
and Private Voice), a veteran
Broadway actress with over 30
years on the professional stage,
and 24 years as stage director of
NJYT’s professional youth-theatre
productions and master  teacher
for NJYT’s performing arts school;
James Campodonico (musical di-
rector/accompanist), an accom-
plished composer and teacher of
vocal music for over 33 years and
musical director to over 100 pro-
ductions; and Alberta Handelman
(Intermediate Acting), a profes-
sional actress and acting teacher
for more than 25 years and founder
of the Blooming Grove Theatre
Ensemble.

This past summer, New Jersey
Youth Theatre was celebrated for
its all-youth, summer production
of Smokey Joe’s Café, a collabo-
ration between NJYT and the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center.
The show played to standing ova-
tions at the Alexander Kasser The-
atre at Montclair State University
and at Centenary Stage
Company’s Sitnik theatre in
Hackettstown.

New Jersey Youth Theatre pro-
gramming is made possible in
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part by the support of the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation, the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, the Westfield
Foundation, the Lillian Pitkin

Schenck Fund, the Edelman Foun-
dation, and individual contribu-
tions.

For detailed information on NJYT,
visit www.njyouththeatre.org. To
register for classes, call (908) 233-
3200.

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN
Red Roses at Old Faithful, 2010,

oil on linen.

CRANFORD – The exhibit “In
Wonderland” by adjunct profes-
sor Joanna M. Wezyk, will be on
display in the Tomasulo Gallery
in the MacKay Library at Union
County College’s Cranford cam-
pus from today, Thursday, Sep-
tember 6, to Saturday, October
6. The exhibit includes paintings
and drawings of deeply hued
landscapes weaved with fantasy
and reality. In her works she
depicts the sublimely haunting
painterly landscapes of America’s
Yellowstone National Park.

A breast cancer survivor, Ms.
Wezyk describes how the ticking
bomb in her own body served as
reminder for her of the geysers
found in Yellowstone National
Park. To her, many of the gey-
sers visually resembled cancer
cells that she observed during
her endless hours of ultrasound
procedures, MRI scans, and bi-
opsies.

She has participated in various
solo exhibitions. In 2012, in ad-
dition to her exhibit at Tomasulo,
her work was shown in the Tina
Kim Gallery in New York and the
Pinnacle Gallery in Savannah, Ga.
In 2011, her work was shown at
Galerie Pfriem at Lacoste,
Provence, France; at Savannah
College of Art and Design; and in
2010 at the C.A.M. Gallery in
Istanbul, Turkey.

Meet the artist at the opening
reception for “In Wonderland”
on Friday, September 7, at 1
p.m. in the Tomasulo Gallery,
located on the first floor of
MacKay Library on the College’s
Cranford campus, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue. Gal-
lery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Monday through Thursday
and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturday. Evening hours are from
6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday through
Thursday. For more information,
please call (908) 709-7155 or
visit the College’s website at
www.ucc.edu/go/TomArt.

Joanna Wezyk’s Paintings
On Display At UCC


