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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Consistent bombardments on
goal, especially in the second
half yielded no goals for the
Cranford High School girls soccer
team, but one free kick that found
the net with 2:01 remaining in
the game gave the 8-4 Kent Place
Lady Dragons a shocking 1-0
victory at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 16.

The 9-3 Lady Cougars got off
four shots on goal in the first
half but hammered away 12
more in the second half, while
the Lady Dragons finished with
just four shots on goal. Kent
Place goalkeeper Liza Kowalik
made 13 saves and withstood a
massive attack in the first five
minutes of the second half. Cou-
gar goalie Megan Pringle made
three saves.

“I think that the girls might
have been a little tired from their
night game last night, and they
came out today a little slower. By
the time they picked it up and
turned things on, we had trouble
finishing. In any game, the bet-
ter team doesn’t always win. They
had a free kick at the end that
they were able to capitalize on.
We had multiple scoring oppor-
tunities, and we were just not
able to put one in the back of the
net,” Cougar Head Coach Jen
Michewicz said.

Junior Mairead McKeary, who
contributed four of the Cougars’

shots on goal, skid a shot over
the crossbar in the first half and
had a near miss to the right in the
second half. Hannah DeMars
handled the corner kicks in the

first half and McKeary took over
in the second half.

The Lady Cougars charged the
Dragons’ goal area from all sides
in the first five minutes of the

second half and forced Kowalik
into a series of diving maneu-

SIOBHAN McGOVERN, McKEARY, VOLLENBROEK HIT X-BAR; COUGARS BOMBARD DRAGONS

Kent Place Dragons Scorch Lady Soccer Cougars, 1-0
vers to smother the blitz of shots.

The Cougars’ intensity contin-
ued. McKeary pressured pre-
dominantly from the left side,
Nina Montero threatened down

the center and Siobhan
McGovern pressured from the
right side. Izzy Meliado ripped a
shot that Kowalik stopped then
McKeary got herself positioned
well from the right portion of the

18-yard box and lined a shot
that just missed to the right.

Towards the end of regulation,
McGovern drove down the right
side and launched a shot that
banged the crossbar. Next,
Kowalik made saves on Alexa
Aldredge’s and McGovern’s
shots.

With 2:01 remaining, a hand-
ball call awarded Lady Dragon
Alex Aronson a free kick from
about 30-yards out. Aronson’s
shot sailed into the upper right
netting for the goal. With less
than a minute remaining the
Cougars gave it one last chance
when Annie Vollenbroek banged
the crossbar from 10-yards out.

“We were doing a good job of
creating the scoring opportuni-
ties. The only thing that lacked
was that last connection in the
box. We were moving the ball.
We kept possession. We were
working the play wide. All the
things that we work on, but this
was not our day for finishing,”
Coach Michewicz said.
Kent Place 0 1 1
Cranford 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING POSITION ON THE BALL…Cougar Nina Montero, No. 20, gets position on the ball in the game against Kent
Place at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 16. The Dragons scored on a free kick with 2:01 remaining to win, 1-0.
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Kent Place Lady Dragons Scorch Cranford Cougars, 1-0, in Soccer with Free Kick
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chances had to be taken if the
Cranford High School football
team wanted to knot up the score
with No. 17 Ridge, but things did
not go as planned for the Cou-
gars as the Red Devils remained
undefeated with a 35-21 victory
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 19.

Trailing 28-21 and with just
three minutes remaining, the 5-
2 Cougars gambled on a fourth-
and-four from their own 21, but
quarterback Reggie Green’s pass
to Bobby Bruns was incomplete.
Ridge took over and four plays
later added an insurance touch-
down (TD) when fullback Evan
Skea scored from the nine-yard
line with 1:35 left.

The Cougars had much success
with their running game in the
first half, amassing 205 yards
and two TDs on 26 carries but
were less fortunate in the second
half with 54 yards and a TD to
finish with 259 rushing yards.
Green completed seven of 14
passes for 79 yards, but it was A-
running back Evan Zoughy, who
had much success on the speed
end of several crafty pitchout
plays, predominantly in the first
half, to total 136 yards on 13
carries, including a 13-yard TD
run.

“We worked on options from
the beginning of the whole year.
Everyone executed it perfectly.
Today we thought would be a
good day to put that to use, and
it worked pretty well for us,”
Zoughy said.

Penalties came into play heavily
in the game. Zoughy had a 26-
yard TD run negated due to a

holding call in the first half.
“It’s the worst,” Zoughy com-

mented.
The Cougars had the Red Dev-

ils’ offense in a fourth-and-long
situation late in the third quarter
but were called for roughing the
passer. Ridge later scored on the
drive.

“Unfortunately, penalties are a
part of the game. Those are plays
that took a touchdown off the
board for us. Took a long run off

the board for us, and put them
back on, roughing the passer
when we had them stopped. In a
close game, I guess we have to
be smarter, but that’s what most
people are going to remember
when I thought both teams played
pretty well,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars took the opening
kickoff and beginning from the
30-yard line, reeled off 15 run-
ning plays and chewed 8:31 off

the clock when running back
Jimmy Dwyer scored from 18-
yards out. Dwyer finished with
52 yards rushing and added an-
other TD on a one-yard plunge.
Troy Ketler kicked the point af-
ter.

“Other than the last couple
games, we scored on every first
drive. I knew they had a great
defense. I was confident we could
do it and it was a great drive.
Well executed, well blocked

against a very good Ridge de-
fense,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

“That’s pretty much our team.
We just run it down the field. We
are very versatile. We can work
with passing, running, and we
were running today,” Zoughy
said.

The Cougar defense held Ridge
to three-and-out on its first se-
ries and took over possession on
their own 30. After Green had a
44-yard run negated due to an
illegal block in the back, the Cou-
gars fumbled and the Red Devils
took over at the Cranford 35. It
took just one play for quarter-
back Conor Hughes to find Nick
Franzese all alone over the middle
for the TD with 39.1 on the clock
to knot the score.

In the second quarter, Hughes
found success again in the air to
move the ball to the Cougar eight
where Skea ran it in for the TD,
making the score 14-7 with 7:49
left in the half.

The Cougars got the ball at
their 20 and took only five plays
to score when Zoughy took a
pitchout and scooted 13 yards to
pay dirt to tie the score with 5:57
on the clock.

ZOUGHY RUSHES 136 YARDS, 13-YARD TOUCHDOWN; DWYER 52 YARDS, 2 TOUCHDOWNS

No. 17 Ridge Red Devils Stop Cougar Football Boys, 35-14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A PRODUCTIVE EVENING…Cougar Evan Zoughy, No. 6, rushed for 136 yards, including a 13-yard
touchdown run against the Ridge Red Devils at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 19.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Nina Montero, a senior on the varsity soccer team, scored the first goal in the
Union County Tournament quarterfinal against Oak Knoll. When the game was tied and went into penalty kicks, Nina
scored the first penalty kick to lead the team to a victory and to the semifinals.

“We never had a touchdown
from an A-back before. It was
our goal. We said, ‘A-back touch-
down! A-back touchdown!’ We
got what we wanted, but it still
wasn’t enough to win the game,”

Zoughy said.
As time ran out for the half,

Hughes hooked up with Ryan Bell
in the end zone for a controver-
sial 30-yard TD. Ridge was held
to just 57 yards rushing in the

half but Hughes was seven of 10
passing for 171 yards.

“First half was good, but I think
we could have done a lot better.
The stats in the first half don’t
matter. We gave up touchdowns
in the Red Zone and that’s ridicu-
lous. I know the coaches are not
happy about us in the Red Zone.
We are a Red Zone defense. We
had always made stops, and they
scored twice in the Red Zone, I
think, today. I am not satisfied
with the loss,” said Cougar line-

backer Diaz, who tied with Joe
DaSilva for eight tackles.

DaSilva also recorded a five-
yard sack, and lineman Jeff Weiss
had a 10-yard sack. Defensive
backs John Oblachinski and Kevin
Trotter each had seven tackles.

With 3:53 left in the third quar-
ter, Ridge took a 28-14 lead when
Skea scored on a four-yard run.
The Cougars took 18 plays to
cover 81 yards and reached the
end zone when Dwyer bashed in
from the one with 5:44 remain-
ing to tighten the score at 28-21.

The Cougars gambled with an
onside kick but Ridge got the

possession; however, the Cou-
gar defense forced a punt that
went out of bounds at the 15,
which led to the Cougars’ four-
play gamble that set up Ridge for
its final TD.

“This team doesn’t accept los-
ing no matter who it is. I don’t
care if we are playing the New
York Giants. We expect to win
every time,” said a disappointed
Diaz.

The Cougars will travel to Clark
tomorrow to face rival A.L.
Johnson.
Ridge   7 14   7   7 35
Cranford   7   7   0   7 21

Probitas Verus Honos

No. 17 Ridge Red Devils Stop Cranford Cougars Final Attempt in 35-21 Football Victory

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

John Oblachinski, No. 12, Reggie Green, No. 7
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Have you looked around the
county roads this October? Do
you see any election signs? Do
you hear of any debate being
held to vet the candidates? Do
you even know the candidates’
names, Republican or Democrat?
The reason for this strange oc-
currence is because the Republi-
cans have thrown in the towel
and now make no effort to mount
a serious campaign against the
Democratic control of the county.

At a recent freeholder meeting,
a representative from the Sum-
mit City Council lamented that
the voting for freeholder seats
should be done through
districting as opposed to the at-
large system that is now the
format. Under the current for-
mat, the freeholder board gov-
erns with abandon since there is
no chance that a candidate from
an opposition party can be elected
due to the large voting blocks
from Elizabeth, Linden and
Plainfield. This is not the first
time someone has approached
the freeholders about districting
being a fairer and more equi-
table representation of the elec-
torate.

It was interesting to hear Free-
holder Sullivan’s canned re-
sponse, a response that I have
personally heard him expose
before. He said, with a deter-
mined voice, that he would “sup-
port districting when ALL the
other counties in New Jersey vote
to do the same.” This statement
is utterly ridiculous and a more
disingenuous statement there
was never uttered. If the taxpay-
ers of Union County waited for
this event to happen it would be
similar to the black struggle in
the ‘60s when blacks worked to
abolish Jim Crow laws and segre-
gation; if the oppressed simply
waited for it to happen- it would
have happened only when pigs

fly and not before. So it is obvi-
ous that even Freeholder Sullivan
knows that the at-large format is
unfair, but he also knows that it
would not be in his interest to
have it change anytime soon.

At the last freeholder meeting
it was difficult to again sit and
listen to the hubris being spouted
by Freeholder Sullivan. He
seemed to have a difficult time
containing his glee that the
Democrats have had strangle-
hold on the Union County free-
holder board now for some 15
years without anytime soon hav-
ing to relinquish the power. He
giddily stated: “that he has al-
ways predicted the outcome of
the elections and has never been
wrong!” It is not bad enough that
the Republican Party has thrown
in the towel in the upcoming
election, but Freeholder Sullivan
felt the need to gloat about it.
Real class.

No, it is not the American way
when the outcome of an election
is all but a certainty going into
the election. The citizens (tax-
payers) of Union County live in a
defacto third world form of dicta-
torship hidden under the guise of
a free, fair, and open election.
Sorry Freeholder Sullivan, but
your gloating about the outcome
of the election beforehand stinks
on so many levels. The U.S. gov-
ernment has participated in many
more overthrows of foreign dic-
tatorships than I can number.
Maybe we should take a long
hard look at the county govern-
ment that we live under. I ven-
ture to add that in a truly free and
open and fair election, through
districting, most if not all of the
freeholders probably would not
survive the vetting process.

A founding father once uttered:
“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by

** Union County Republicans May Have **
** Thrown In The Freeholder Towel **

Local Letters to the Editor
Garwood GOP Candidates’ for Council

Merging or Sharing Services Might
Not Be Best for Best Garwood

“Shared Services” is one of the
current catch phrases out there
that come up when discussing
the workings and finances of
municipal government. The av-
erage citizen asks why
don’t we share our po-
lice department with a
neighboring town, or our
Department of Public
Works, or join our mu-
nicipal court with another
and so on. What many
people fail to realize is
that some times this is not logis-
tically possible or perhaps a la-
bor union is involved or civil ser-
vice actually makes the sharing
not the money saver it is envi-
sioned to be. Local elected offi-
cials find themselves confronted,
at election time especially, by
residents who question why they
are not pursuing more shared
service arrangements or would
they consider sharing services
with another municipality. And in
the case of Garwood, if we should
consider merging with another
town totally and cease to exist as
we are today, however, that is
usually from residents who are
not native to the town. The ques-
tion was asked when we spoke at
the Pointe complex recently.

Shared Services is not some-
thing new to our town. We pay to
send our high schoolers out of
town to Clark, do not have our
own health code enforcement or
building department and this year
we have negotiated with the
Garwood Board of Education to
utilize their custodians to clean
our municipal-owned buildings.
We have been told that in the
early ‘90s when 911 was becom-
ing mandated by the state we

were courted by Cranford who
was looking to financially subsi-
dize their then new communica-
tions system to dispatch police,
first aid and fire. It was reported

that they believed that
“sharing” the service with
not only Garwood but
Kenilworth as well would
lessen the blow of a
$644,000 cost. News sto-
ries of the day appearing
in the Cranford Chronicle
are sketchy on the out-

come; the headlines read:
“Towns wary about pooling emer-
gency response services.” Not
much has changed since then
towns are still wary, but the state
is requiring that municipalities
enter into sharing to qualify for
state aid.

For us, everything is on the
table but we have to be patient in
order to be successful with these
agreements as they frequently
represent changes in how we
operate and whom we need to
employ. We cannot just jump at
the first proposal with another
town because perhaps it is not
the right arrangement for
Garwood. The residents need to
know that we will continue to
advocate for shared services
carefully and creatively in an on-
going basis.

We want to ask that the voters
of Garwood put their faith in us
and vote Republican on Novem-
ber 6. We would appreciate your
vote for Hak and Martin for bor-
ough council.

Tim Hak
Michael Martin

Republican Candidates
Garwood Borough Council

their Creator with certain un-
alienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness. — That to
secure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed, —
That whenever any Form of Gov-
ernment becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new Government,
laying its foundation on such prin-
ciples and organizing its powers
in such form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness.” T.
Jefferson.

And a band of malcontents in
Boston harbor once shouted: “No
taxation without representation.”

Both of the above quotes are
now accepted tenants of our free
society, but not available to all
Union County residents as the
freeholders understand them to
be.

Jim Buettner
Cranford
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By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The Pointe at
Garwood’s Communications Com-
mittee hosted the Garwood Re-
publican candidates for borough
council at the complex’s club-
house, last Thursday night, to
discuss their platforms and views,
and answer residents’ questions.
Democratic candidates appeared
the previous week.

Incumbent Councilman Timo-
thy Hak told the audience that
the importance of volunteerism
in a small town is what has driven
his work on the council for the
past three years. “My experience
has taught me a lot and I would
love your vote,” Mr. Hak said.
“The town is changing and I feel
strongly that I can guide the
town in the right direction.”

Mr. Hak’s running mate Michael
Martin, who is new to the local
political scene, is the owner of a
Garwood-based event planning
business and has a corporate
background, having worked for
30 years at AT&T in customer
service and sales training.

“I want to run because I want to
help Garwood,” Mr. Martin said.
“I come at this from a business
perspective. There are very rare
times that our taxes are going to
go down, but I believe we can
control taxes a lot better if we
have more of a stable base for
rateables. Bringing more things
into Garwood is a great idea.”

Referencing the many large
empty buildings in Garwood along
North Avenue, a resident in the
audience asked both candidates
how they intended to lure big
business into the borough. Mr.
Martin responded by saying he
would look at what other towns
in similar situations have done
successfully and that he would
hold more events in the borough

to put Garwood on the map. Mr.
Hak pointed to the abundance of
potential parking at the loca-
tions, saying that it should be
easy to attract big business since
they would be offering them a
large parking lot.

In response to a resident refer-
ring to the current council, which
is mostly Republican, as being
“divided amongst themselves,”
Mr. Martin said he believes in
working with Democrats.

“Give me a shot,” Mr. Martin
said. “Maybe a fresh pair of eyes
will help – maybe things will
change.”

Defending criticism of the cur-
rent council’s spending, Mr. Hak
told the crowd that they were
able to negotiate with the local
Policemen’s Benevolent Associa-
tion (PBA) to get them to lower
their salary increase over the
next three years, “which will save
money immediately for the town.”

Several Pointe residents ques-
tioned the candidates on their
position regarding the fact that
they pay the highest taxes in
town, but receive fewer services
than other residents. Pointe resi-
dents pay between $12,000 and
$14,000 and the borough’s De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
does not clear their two roads or
parking lots during snow fall, nor
does the Garwood pay for the
maintenance and operation of the
street lights and fire hydrants on
the complex’s property. Addition-
ally, children who live at the Pointe
cannot attend public schools in
Garwood, the residents said.
“The town did agree to pick up the
garbage,” Mr. Hak said. “It’s a
matter of the agreement that the
contractor made with the town.”
Mr. Martin responded to the same
issue by saying, “I don’t think it’s
fair anytime there’s a developer
contract with the town – the people

Regarding Mr. Victor’s letter
last week: My goodness! It
sounds as though Glenn Beck
has been telling some of us how
to vote, and why!

I grew up in Westfield, class of
’76. My parents, and a majority
of Westfield residents (then as
now) were Republicans. Yet, in
all the time I lived in Westfield,
I never heard anyone say any-
thing about Kennedyization,
Johnsonization, Carterization or
Clintonization. Or create an
elaborate description of a Demo-
cratic president as the “Wicked
Wizard of the West,” whatever
that is. By the way, I’m pretty
sure there was no “western” wiz-
ard, at least not in the 1939 film
with which we’re all familiar.

Nor did I ever hear overheated
rhetoric like “slow death of your
liberty,” “victory over tyranny,”
or “the dark forces” (whew!) ap-

plied to any white Democratic
presidential candidate, or any
candidate for that matter. I grew
up thinking phrases like that were
associated with fringe, con-
spiracy-minded or racist groups
like the John Birch Society,
Lyndon Larouche supporters, Ku
Klux Klan, or Nazi party. Respon-
sible pundits or voters didn’t (and
don’t) communicate or even think
in those terms.

This November 6th, my hope is
that all voters (eligible ones only,
of course!) perform their duty as
citizens and vote for their pre-
ferred candidates. But I also hope
that voters’ choices are moti-
vated by their rational selves,
and not by their fears, delusions,
or racial prejudices.

A lot to ask of some, I’m afraid!
Robert Gregory

Cranford

Hopefully Voters Will Be Rational; Not
Motivated By Fear, Delusion, Prejudice

always get stuck in the middle.
And that can always be revisited.”
When asked their opinions on the
concept of merging Garwood with
one of the neighboring towns, Mr.
Hak told the audience that while it
sounds like a nice idea, he does
not know if it would benefit
Garwood right now.
“Merging sounds like a neat idea,
but I don’t think Westfield would
want us,” Mr. Hak said. “Cranford
is in a real financial crunch so our
taxes might actually go up” if
Garwood were to merge with
that township.
“One thing we need to push to
save money is shared services,”
Mr. Martin said. “I am in favor of
merging Garwood with another
town – yes!”
“I think Timmy and I could make
a hell of a team, and help end the
confrontation on the council and
start moving towards consen-
sus,” Mr. Martin said. “Let’s think
out of the box a little – let’s take
a few risks.”

Another Letter to
the Editor

Garwood Lions Plan
Halloween Parade

GARWOOD – The Garwood Li-
ons Club will host the borough’s
annual Halloween Parade on
Wednesday, October 31. The
parade will step off at 7 p.m.
sharp; after assembling at Wil-
low Avenue and Center Street,
marchers will proceed to the Lin-
coln School gymnasium on Sec-
ond Avenue. Costume judging
will take place in the school’s
gymnasium.

Although best known for recy-
cling eyeglasses, this international
service organization sponsors
Garwood’s annual Halloween Pa-
rade and many youth activities.
For more information about
Lionism and membership, call
Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

Garwood GOP Candidates Discuss
Issues During Public Forum at The Pointe

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil heard resident Carol Kearney’s
Chamber of Commerce first re-
port at Tuesday night’s work-
shop meeting. The Garwood
Council also discussed capital fi-
nancing, the town’s newsletter,
website needs, shared services,
county grants and fire depart-
ment equipment needs.

Since joining the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC) in April,
Garwood’s membership in WACC

has grown to 26 businesses, said
Ms. Kearney, Garwood business
and industry liaison.

WACC is comprised of busi-
nesses from Garwood, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Westfield. WACC Executive Di-
rector Heather Robinson and
Membership Chairman Chris
Devine attended Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

Ms. Kearney said two network-
ing events have taken place in
Garwood, one at Gold Medal Fit-
ness, which attracted 47 attend-
ees, and another at Rosie’s Wine
Bar, which had 42 attendees.

The Chamber holds networking
breakfasts at rotating business
locations the first Tuesday of each

Twenty-Six GW Businesses
Join Westfield Chamber

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-7  Thursday, October 25, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Temple Sisterhood
To Gather Tuesday
CRANFORD – The next meeting

of the Sisterhood of Temple Beth
El Mekor Chayim will be held on
Tuesday, October 30, at 8 p.m. It
will take place at the temple,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford.

The program will explore the
deep and enduring connection
between the environment and
Jewish life. Sue Shapiro, a 20-
year environmental educator, will
lead the group through an expe-
riential discovery of Jewish texts
and their connection to modern
day Jewish practices, as indi-
viduals and as a congregation.

Sisterhood President Myra Stein
has announced that the following
members will serve as officers for
the Sisterhood’s 2012-2013 year:
Liela Bernstein, treasurer; Sandy
Sussman, recording secretary;
Marilyn Kaback, corresponding
secretary; Gail Salomon and
Sydney Solomon, financial secre-
taries; and Mollie Sperling, Dor-
othy Steinbach and Joan
Finkelstein, membership vice-
presidents. Myra Stein will con-
duct a short business meeting.

The Judaica shop will be open
for holiday giftware. Hospitality
Chairpersons Joan Finkelstein
and Sandra Sussman will serve
light refreshments. For further
information, call the temple at
(908) 276-9231 during office
hours.

Autumn Tailgating Party
Sunday, October 28th 2012 • Noon – 6pm

Rain Date: Sunday, November 4th

500-700 North Avenue, Garwood NJ
(Event will take place outside, in the Parking Lot behind the lofts & sidewalks in front)

For more information:
Contact Josh Rosenberg

908-518-9463

Free Entrance to Event

Come in Costume
Get a Prize &

MORE!!

The Lofts of Garwood, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce & Rosie’s Wine Bar Present an:

All Food $6 • All Alcohol $5 • CASH ONLY for All Purchases • Kids: Bouncy House • Fresh Popcorn • Nerf Basketball • 2 Live Bands • Tattoo Art • On-Site Parking

month. The next breakfast will
take place at &Grain, 700 North
Avenue, Garwood, on Wednes-
day, November 6. Also, this Sun-
day, October 28, from noon to 6
p.m., the Chamber will hold an
Autumn Tailgating Party at The
Lofts of Garwood, 710 North Av-
enue, which is open to the pub-
lic. There will be music, a pro-
jector showing the football
games, food and alcohol for pur-
chase and a kids’ bouncy house.

In other business, Council Fi-
nance Committee Chairwoman
Sara Todisco discussed the ur-
gency to move on the capital
items bond. Due to an error in
submitting a form for a state
grant for the police department,
the grants have not cleared. This
has delayed Garwood acting on
a bond. Ms. Todisco suggested
the council go ahead and vote
on the bond including the items
that would be affected by the
grant.

“I feel we shouldn’t wait any
longer,” she said. “We still need
these items.”

The police department requires
a repeater, which amplifies the
radio signal for communications.
The department’s repeater was
damaged during Hurricane
Irene. The backup the depart-
ment is using is not compliant

with Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) regulations.
The repeater is one of four items
where grant dollars are sought
from the state.

Ms. Todisco also recommended
the council extend the deadline
for waiving the $400 fee by one
year to those owners affected
by the rezoning of two-family
homes that took place earlier
this year. She said she spoke to
the borough’s zoning officer who
said the council could extend
the deadline because residents
were not notified of the rezoning
change. She suggested the bor-
ough send a mailing, notifying
owners of the rezoning.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said
she has pursued quotes from
mailing companies to edit and
mail a borough newsletter. She
said she has received two quotes
and is waiting on a third. So far,
prices have come in lower than
what the borough spent on pre-
vious newsletters. The mayor
said she prefers to hire out edit-
ing services, as opposed to hav-
ing a councilperson edit the
newsletter, so as to avoid a “po-
litical slant” in the newsletter.

The mayor is also looking into
updating the borough’s website
and web software. She said the
current software is outdated and
would like the new site to be
easier to maintain, user friendly
and economical. “We need to
update it. Right now we are hav-

ing a lot of problems with it,” she
said.

The borough received a
$50,000 Kids’ Recreation Trust
Fund grant from Union County
to apply towards the Athletic
Field Complex (AFC), AFC Com-
mittee Chairman Lou Petruzzelli
announced as he held up an
oversized check. The county des-
ignated grants to municipalities
that are looking to upgrade or
build playing fields, including
hockey rinks, soccer fields, base-
ball fields, swimming pools, and
other recreational facilities for
children and families.

During the regular public meet-
ing, Mayor Quattrocchi an-
nounced she has been in talks
with Roselle Park’s Department
of Public Works (DPW) to share
DPW equipment, shade tree
trimming services, and sharing
training services. Kenilworth
may also have an interest in
sharing DPW services, she said.

The Garwood Fire Department
wants to buy a new infrared
camera at a cost of $18,000,
Fire Committee Chairman
Petruzzelli said.

The Garwood Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) announced at its
meeting last week that it has
refinanced bonds at a rate of
2.83 percent, which would re-
sult in a $382,000 savings over
the life of the bonds, Council
President and BOE liaison Keith
Sluka said.
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GW Man Ordered to
Pay State $7.7 Mil.

GARWOOD – Attorney Gen-
eral Jeffrey S. Chiesa and the
New Jersey Division of Con-
sumer Affairs on Tuesday an-
nounced a $7.7 million judg-
ment against John Kot of
Garwood and his 20 home im-
provement companies, includ-
ing Roofing Police, Inc. Kot
and the companies are barred
from performing home im-
provement work, and is barred
from managing or owning any
business in New Jersey.

Kot, 41, and the his compa-
nies were found to have com-
mitted 1,542 violations of the
state Consumer Fraud Act,
Contractors’ Registration Act,
Contractor Registration Regu-
lations, Home Improvement
Regulations, and Advertising
Regulations, according to a
press release from the Attor-
ney General.


