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l'ennemi du journaliste

GREEN RUSHES FOR 2 TDs, RICE RUNS FOR 2 TDs; THOMAS, FOLINUSZ, DWYER 1 TD EACH

Cougar Gridders Hold Off Raiders’ Comeback, 26-20
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing 19-0 early in the fourth
quarter, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football
team caught fire, but the Cranford
Cougars had just enough retar-
dant to hold onto a 26-20 victory
in a game that went down to the
final play before being decided at
Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 12.

Running backs, sophomore
Emendo Thomas and senior Dein
Rice, provided the spark that
ignited the 4-2 Raiders’ late
comeback. Thomas carried 10
times in the second half for 115
yards, which included a 31-yard
touchdown (TD) run and a 39-
yard sprint. He finished with 120
yards rushing. Rice totaled 92
yards on 17 carries, including a
two-yard TD, but also he turned
a reception into a 51-yard TD.

“I just didn’t want to go down.
I knew that my team needed me,
so I had to step up and make
plays. I have too much fight in
me. When my coach called my
number, I knew I had to step up,
and I knew that the big guys in
front of me were going to get me
there,” Thomas said.

Cougar quarterback Reggie
Green rushed for 214 yards on
26 carries and had respective TD
runs of 21 yards and one yard in
the second half, but he was lim-
ited to just 61 yards in the first

half by the huge Raider line.
“Our line was taking care of

their line. We were pushing them
into the back. We were really
hitting them hard, and Reggie
had nowhere to go. Our line-
backers were filling. It was a

team effort. There were 11 of us
and 11 of them. We might have
lost, but we kept going,” Raider
defensive lineman Anthony
Tufaro said.

Green completed three of four
pass attempts, all to Chris

Folinusz for a total of 91 yards,
including a 35-yard TD strike
over the middle. Running back
Jimmy Dwyer carried 14 times

for 34 yards, including a one-
yard TD plunge with 49 seconds
remaining in the first half.

With the exception of the Cou-
gars’ final drive, the first half was
controlled by both defenses.
Folinusz delivered a pair of quar-

terback sacks and linebacker Nick
Diaz added one. Cougar defen-
sive back Joe DaSilva had an
interception. Raider linebacker
Kevin Maxwell blocked a punt,
and Thomas had a two-yard sack.

The 5-1 Cougars’ scoring drive

began at midfield and consisted
of nine running plays that ended
with Dwyer’s one-yard bash into
the end zone with 49.2 seconds
left in the half. Raider defensive
lineman James Kaiser blocked
the extra point attempt.

The Raiders began a drive to
start the third quarter that ended
in a failed 26-yard field goal at-
tempt. The Cougars answered
with an 80-yard, eight-play scor-
ing drive when Green sprinted 21
yards for the score with 41.2
seconds left in the third quarter.
The two-point conversion run
came up short.

The Raiders’ next possession
halted abruptly when Cougar
defensive back John Oblachinski
made the first of his two inter-
ceptions, and with the ball on the
Raider 39, it took only four plays
for the Cougars to up their lead
to 19-0 when Green slipped in
from the one with 10:28 left of
the game.

In slightly over a minute, the
Raiders marched 66 yards on
four plays for the score, which
included Thomas’ 39-yard run
and Rice’s two-yard TD run. How-
ever, the Cougars responded with
emphasis, covering 68 yards on
six plays, including Folinusz’s 39-
yard reception and Green’s 35-
yard TD sprint to make the score,
26-7, with 5:24 remaining.

After Corey Bell’s 31-yard re-
ception, Thomas shed several
would be tacklers and dashed 31
yards for the TD to make the
score, 26-13, with 4:31 left.

The Raiders tried an onside kick
and succeeded when Danny Van
Brunt recovered it on the Cranford
46. Oblachinski recorded his sec-
ond interception, but the Cou-
gars went three-and-out and
punted to the Raider 49. Quar-
terback Owen Monahan con-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING FOR A GAIN…Raider running back Emendo Thomas, No. 9, dives over Cougar Kevin Trotter for extra yardage
as Raider Christian Lettieri, No. 51, looks on at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 12. See more photos on
www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Erica Faraone, a senior on the varsity field hockey team, scored the winning
goal against Westfield on Saturday in the first round of the Union County Tournament. She leads the team’s offense this
season. Connor McMahon, a junior on the varsity cross-country team, had recent times of 17:07 at the Stewart Memorial
and 17:27 at the Shore Coaches Invitational, helping the boys team place at the top of the standings in both events.

nected with Rice for the 51-yard
TD to tighten the score, 26-20,
with 2:52 left.

A second onside kick failed when
Folinusz smothered the ball, but
some penalties and a bad snap
gave the Raiders possession at
the Cougar 48 with 16.3 seconds
remaining. Thomas added a 10-
yard run and a two-yard run to
put the ball on the 36 with time
left for just one more play. Tho-

mas got the ball again and
scrambled all over the field but
was eventually brought down
near the 25 as time ran out.

“We knew they were not going
to back down from us. I saw last
week, they were down 13-0 in
the fourth quarter and came back
to win. But it really came down to
we made too many mistakes, too
many penalties on offense, jump-
ing offside. The game should not

have come down to this, but
kudos to them for fighting back.
We got to play better in these
situations,” Green said.

“Emendo and Dein had a very
good game. The linemen, all five
of us were pushing ourselves, and
the tight ends and running backs
were keeping their guys out and
gave us holes for Emendo and
Dein to make plays,” Tufaro said.

“I was trying to get into the end
zone for whatever it took. My
receivers and my linemen did a
good job of getting their blocks.
I am proud of my team. We didn’t

let the first half get us down, and
we came back even stronger,”
Thomas said.

“We started off a little slowly
and we dug ourselves in a hole.
Then the whole rest of the game,
we were getting ourselves out of
it. We were making their team
make mistakes. We made a few.
We couldn’t capitalize when we
were inside the red zone, but we
are really emotional right now,
and we are going to come back
next week stronger,” Tufaro said.

“It’s good to have these situa-
tions. In the future, it will help us

to win more games,” Green said.
The Cougars will have a situa-

tion this Friday, October 19, when
they host 18th-ranked, 6-0 Ridge
at 7 p.m.

“It’s a big challenge for us. No
one expects us to win the game.
We are going to work hard to
really do our thing next week,
and hopefully, we will come out
with a win,” Green said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   6   6 14 26
Cranford   0   0   0 20 20

Cranford Cougar Footballers Hold Off SPF Raider Comeback in Fourth Quarter, 26-20

Probitas Verus Honos
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Mike Prozuk scored
a goal in the second half off
junior Zach Sheil’s long throw-in
to give the second-seeded
Westfield High School boys soc-
cer team a 1-0 victory over
Cranford in a very spirited Union
County Tournament (UCT)
quarterfinal game with empha-
sis at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 13.

The 7-2-4 Blue Devils experi-
enced a very different Cougar
team that they had defeated ear-
lier in the season. The 7-7 Cou-
gars have been on a very com-
petitive roll, which included a 5-
4, overtime loss to top-ranked
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Octo-
ber 4 and a 2-1 UCT victory over
A.L. Johnson on October 6.

The emphasis came not only
with the improved play of both
teams, but also with the addition
of three yellow cards and a red
card that caused the Cougars to
play with one man down in the
second half.

“Cranford came out a lot better
than last time. They have im-
proved a lot. Unfortunately, they
were a man down. They held it
together. They still played well,
but we came out on top this
time,” Sheil said.

“I thought we were evenly
matched. We were coming in
with a lot of confidence. We felt
we were going to have opportu-
nities in this game. Actually, op-
portunities on net for both teams
were very limited. They have the
long throw, which is very difficult
to defend, especially with a few
guys with height. The match-ups
caused problems. That’s how they

put one in on us. Unfortunately,
at that point when we were down
a goal, and we go down a man, it
makes it awfully difficult to climb
back into the game,” Cougar Head
Coach Greg Campbell said.

“Zach has a pretty dangerous
throw. We’ve scored a lot of goals
off that like we did today. Mike
scored a nice goal off that throw.
It’s been working a lot, because
we have a couple of tall bodies in
there, so that throw is really ef-
fective, and we are allowed to get
a lot of opportunities,” Blue Devil
co-captain Henry Smith said.

Even though he is not one of
the tall men, Smith managed to
get his head on the ball several
times as a result of Sheils’ long
throw-ins.

“It’s easier, because they
[Cranford] are always attracted
to the tall people, so I’m in there
sometimes to get my head on it,”
Smith explained.

The Blue Devils took the lion’s
share of the shots at and on goal
with 11 to the Cougars’ three,
but Westfield’s defense was pri-
marily responsible for keeping
Cranford’s dangerous shots at a

low count. Blue Devil goalkeeper
Dan LaCorte made three saves,
while Cougar keeper Zach
Hoffman made nine.

“The defense was really solid.
We went up 1-0. Clearly, we got
the shutout. They [defense] have
been keeping us in a lot of tough
games. Hopefully, we can score
more goals to make it easier for
them,” Smith said.

The decisive play came with
24:00 remaining when Sheil’s
long throw-in from the left side-
line found Prozuk, who headed
the ball into the net.

“I just have to throw it in long
and the kids who are 6’5” tall
have to knock it in. I just got to
throw it in. They do all the work.
They are hungry for the ball.
They just got to get a touch from
that close and they go in,” Sheil
explained.

The Blue Devils hope to win
their semifinal game so they can
face the defending champion
Raiders for the UCT title. The two
rivals met twice this season and
both games ended up in a 1-1,
overtime deadlock.

“Scotch Plains is a great team.
We respect them so much. Both
times the games were really simi-
lar. It’s been 1-1 both times. We
scored the first goal each time.
They scored, and we’ve just been
going back-and-forth. They may
have had the better of posses-
sion, but I think we had a lot of
chances. Overtime, I hit the
crossbar that second game. The
first game, we had a chance in
overtime, so it’s just about fin-
ishing those opportunities. Hope-
fully, we will see them in the
county final,” Smith said.
Cranford                0 0                0
Westfield               0 1                     1

DEVIL PROZUK SCORES GOAL OFF SHEIL’S THROW-IN, COUGAR HOFFMAN MAKES 9 SAVES

Blue Devils Sting Cougars in UCT Boys Soccer, 1-0

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Probitas Verus Honos

See More Photos on next page

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NUDGING FOR POSITION…Cougar defender Jake Waleski, No. 12, and Blue Devil center midfielder Henry Smith, No.
3, nudge each other for position near the Cranford goal area at Kehler Stadium on October 13.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Soccer Cougars Rap
Dover HS Boys, 4-2

Tommy Trotter netted three
goals and Tommy Paparatto
notched a goal and an assist for
the 7-6 Cranford High School
boys soccer team in a 4-2 tri-
umph over Dover on October 9.
Mike Helmstetter and Ryan
Wright added assists.
Dover 1 1 2
Cranford 4 0 4

FH Cougars Shut Out
Columbia Girls, 1-0

The Cranford High School field
hockey team recorded a 1-0 shut-
out of the Columbia Cougars on
October 9. Charley Hurley, on an
assist from Erica Faraone, scored
Cranford’s sole goal. Jessica
McCoy made four stops.
Columbia 0 0 0
Cranford 1 0 1

Cougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar Snacks

Cougars Nip Westfield
In UCT Field Hockey
The Cranford High School field

hockey team defeated
Westfield, 1-0, in the first round
of the Union County Tourna-
ment on October 13 when Erica
Faraone, on an assist from Lucy
Allen, fired in a second-half goal.

Lady Cougars Swamp
Soccer Crusaders

The Cranford High School girls
soccer team improved to 9-1
with a 4-1 victory over A.L.
Johnson on October 9, Siobhan
McGovern tapped in a pair of
goals, while Elyse McKenzie and
Mairead McKeary (assist) each
netted a goal for the Lady Cou-
gars.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, October 18, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Franklin Warriors Overwhelm Struggling Westfield Blue Devil Footballers, 35-0
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REBUILDING AFTER IRENE... Union County Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski
and Mohamed Jalloh present Barry O’Donovan of Cranford with a resolution
congratulating him on receiving the United States Business Administration’s
Phoenix Award for his efforts to rebuild his business, the Kilkenny House
Restaurant & Pub in Cranford, that was severely damaged by flooding following
Hurricane Irene in August 2011. Phoenix Awards are given to individuals whose
efforts and contributions have enabled their businesses or communities to
recover successfully from a disaster.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township Attor-
ney Philip Morin told the Cranford
Township Committee Tuesday
night that he received a copy of
a letter from state Superior Court
Judge Lisa F. Chystal, which was
written by Stephen Eisendorfer,
the attorney for Cranford Devel-
opment Associates, (CDA), the
company which seeks to develop
215/235 Birchwood Avenue for a
360-unit apartment complex, 60
of which would affordable units.

CDA had sued the township via
a Builder’s Remedy Lawsuit, and
in December of 2011, Judge
Chrystal decided in favor of the
developer. Cranford was vulner-
able because it has not met its
fair share housing obligations as
set forth by the state’s Mount
Laurel agreement.

The letter sent by Mr.
Eisendorfer to Judge Chrystal
proposed an order of final judg-
ment, and confirms that the town-
ship has complied with the court
mandate to amend its Master
Plan and adopt an ordinance al-
lowing the CDA to develop the
Birchwood property. This step
had to be taken before the town-
ship can appeal the court’s deci-
sion. Mr. Morin said the basis of
the appeal is to question all as-
pects of the trial court’s decision.

“We’re confident the court can
now say that Cranford is in com-
pliance with its obligation with
regard to affordable housing, and
if so, the township will then be
protected from exclusionary zon-
ing litigation for 10 years,” Mr.
Morin said. “We welcome the fi-
nal judgment and the opportu-
nity to pursue our legal argu-
ments in relation to the trial court
decision. The site plan hearing
on the Birchwood property was

conducted, not in Cranford, [not]
by its planning board, but in Su-
perior Court in Elizabeth in Au-
gust as ordered by Judge
Chrystal.”

Judge Chrystal is still awaiting
the recommendations of Judge
Douglass Wolfson, the hearing
examiner, and from Elizabeth
McKenzie, the special master.

In other business, the town-
ship committee adopted an ordi-
nance increasing certain swim
pool utility fees. Under the new
ordinance, the price for all levels
swim lessons at the summer pool
at Orange Avenue and at Cen-
tennial Avenue will be member
fee of $80 for nine swimming
lessons, and the non-member
fee will be $85 for seven lessons.
At the winter pool on Centennial
Avenue, the member fee will $70
for seven lessons and non-mem-
ber fee will be $85 for seven
lessons.

The committee also adopted
an ordinance designating the por-
tion of Walnut Avenue from North
Avenue to Lexington Avenue a
25 mph zone.

The committee also adopted
an ordinance on first reading,
which would amend the Cranford
Municipal Code relating to the
historic preservation advisory
board and procedure relating to
designation of landmarks and
districts. The purpose, as stated
by the ordinance, is to preserve
the historical, cultural, architec-
tural, and social heritage of the
township. A hearing and final
adoption of this ordinance will be
held at a future meeting.

Mayor David Robinson urged
the public to attend tonight’s

night’s debate at 8 p.m. in the
courtroom/committee chambers
of the municipal building on
Springfield Avenue between
Democrat Tom Hannen, Jr. and
Republican Scott Mease, both of
whom are vying for Mr.
Robinson’s seat on the township
committee. The election will de-
termine which party has control
of the governing body in 2013.
Republicans currently have a 3-2
majority on the committee. Mr.
Robinson, a Republican, is not
seeking reelection this year.

Cranford Looks to Appeal Decision
On Birchwood Development

Order of Eastern Star
To Hold Craft Fair

CRANFORD – A craft fair, spon-
sored by Azure Chapter, Order of
the Eastern Star of New Jersey,
will be held this Sunday, October
21, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Masonic Lodge Hall, located at
478 South Avenue, East, in
Cranford.

The event will feature home
décor, antiques and collectibles,
Christmas merchandise, holiday
crafts, jewelry, gourmet food
items, handbags, wood crafts and
other gifts and items. There also
will be a bake sale. Admission
and parking will be free.

The Order of the Eastern Star,
founded in 1870, is one of the
largest fraternal organizations in
the world open to men and
women. It is a charitable and
educational association that pro-
vides support to both members
and non-members.

The Cranford chapter sponsors
various fund-raising events to
support its multiple charitable
projects, including the Eastern
Star Home in Bridgewater. For
more information about the Or-
der of the Eastern Star, call (908)
789-0813.

Probitas Verus Honos

Garwood Dem. Candidates
Hold Q&A at The Pointe
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The Democratic
candidates for borough council
held a question-and-answer ses-
sion with borough residents at
The Pointe’s clubhouse Thursday
night. Ann Palmer and Bill
Nierstedt discussed their experi-
ence, reasons for running for
council, the challenges they see
for Garwood, their plan for the
future of Garwood, and why they
are better qualified than their
Republican opponents, Mike Mar-
tin and incumbent Timothy Hak.

Ms. Palmer said she was proud
of getting a school referendum
passed when she served on the
local board of education (BOE),

after voters opposed it three
times prior.

“We got a new building out of
that, renovated Washington
School, renovated Lincoln School
and knocked down Franklin
School,” she said. She served on
the BOE for seven years, includ-
ing  as president of the BOE.

Mr. Nierstedt, a professional
planner, noted he is the principal
author of the Garwood land use
ordinance. He served as planner
for the borough for eight years
when he moved to the munici-
pality 25 years ago, and now is
planner for the City of Plainfield.

“I think that being a planner
really helps when understanding

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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It’s about understanding what
all Garwood residents want from
their government to help make
their lives better.

When I do I would like to re-
spond to the Garwood Borough
Council Democratic candidates’
letter in the October 11 issue of
this paper.

My opponents say I have no
political experience. That’s true.
I’m just like any other Garwood
resident who thinks about the
things that touch all our daily
lives: did the trash get picked up
this morning? Is that annoying
pothole on South Avenue fixed
yet? The great Democratic politi-
cian Tip O’Neal was right when
he said all politics is local. And I
believe any citizen so inclined
should step up and get involved
in local politics.

This campaign is not about
me. It’s about you. It’s about
understanding what all Garwood
residents want from their gov-
ernment to help make their lives
better. So I’ve been trying to
meet with as many of you as I
can to find out what you want,

not just shake your hand and
give you my picture and a pen.
It does not matter what the
candidates want. It’s “We the
People,” right? Not “We the can-
didates.”

But I have a problem. You
may not have the time or op-
portunity to talk when I do. So
I want to ask you a favor –
please call me. Here’s my cell
number: (908) 967-3498. I own
a local business so my time is
flexible and I’ll always make the
time to listen to what you have
to say. I hope you can call, but
if you can’t then e-mail me at
mike@promorental.com.

I will not criticize my oppo-
nents. That’s a big waste of time.
A good use of our time will be to
talk to each other over the next
few weeks and figure out who
can best apply common sense
and lead us to find solutions to
our problems.

God bless you. God bless
America.

Mike Martin
Garwood GOP Council Candidate

Local Letters to the Editor
Garwood Campaign Is About What

All Residents Want From Their Gov’t
how government works,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. It allows him to
“look at the impacts of every
project and look at how it is going
to benefit the people who live
there and impact the neighbor-
hood around it and how to miti-
gate those impacts to make it
less of one on those neighbors,”
he said. “Being a planner helps to
understand how to address those
impacts in a comprehensive and
fair fashion.”

“We both have many more
years of experience…and under-
stand Garwood a little better,”
he said in comparison to their
opponents.

Taxes and the Athletic Field
Complex (AFC) were the two big-
gest issues residents questioned
them when both candidates cam-
paigned door-to-door, Ms. Palmer
said.

“Taxes are something we need
to keep under control,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

“We do support the athletic
field,” Ms. Palmer said. “Most of
the residents were in favor of the
athletic field,” she said when they
went door-to-door campaigning.

Having Garwood merge with
Westfield was another topic
brought up by voters to the
Democrats in their campaigning.
“We don’t ever want to merge
with Westfield,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“We like the small town it is.”

“The more shared services you
enter into the more you make
yourself not a community,” he
said. He later said he would hope
the borough could share services
with Cranford or Westfield on
using the equipment necessary
to maintain the turf field, since
those towns already own such
equipment.

Both candidates support rede-
veloping the borough further, in-
cluding industrial buildings that
were selected as potential rede-
velopment sites by NJ Transit
during its study for Garwood’s

Transit Village designation.
The Democratic council candi-

dates said their agenda is to
have those sites rezoned with
locations similar to The Pointe,
with the ultimate goal of adding
more train stops in Garwood.

The Pointe residents asked about
having properties reassessed be-
cause they have said their taxes
are unfairly higher than the ma-
jority of the taxpayers.

Ms. Palmer said it would cost
the borough some $200,000 to
reassess the properties of
Garwood. “I’m not sure if
$200,000 is worth a couple hun-
dred dollars on everyone’s taxes,”
she said.

The Pointe residents said they
were told their taxes would be
about $10,000, and they have
said that their taxes are actually
about $12,000 o $14,000. They
asked to have their taxes cut
about $2,000.

“The thought of cutting
anyone’s taxes $2,000 is not
going to happen,” Mr. Nierstedt
said. “The market price for these
units are set based on what you
paid for it.”

The candidates were also asked
if it is fair that The Pointe resi-
dents do not receive services
that other homeowners do re-
ceive.

“Fair is not a good question,
because I did not buy into it. The
people who bought The Pointe
bought into it,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

He said the redeveloper did not
propose streets on the site, and
therefore the borough does not
plow private roads, or pay for
electricity of lights or water for
fire hydrants on private roads.

Ms. Palmer had recently spoke
at a borough council meeting
about opposing a referendum for
the upcoming vote on capital
expenses that is said to be about
$200,000, and was asked to ex-
plain her position. She said the
council would not be able to get

much accomplished if they went
to referendum each time an ex-
pense comes up on the agenda.

“If we do ask the taxpayer to
spend a little more money they
are going to say no,” Ms. Palmer
said. She said she did not give
thought to having the AFC on a
referendum.

Both candidates are in favor of
a borough newsletter and would
push to have it published quar-
terly.

Ms. Palmer said she and Mr.
Nierstedt have come to a com-
promise on bulk pick up, and
would look into a program where
the borough facilitates the bulk
pick up, and the residents who
choose to take part would pay for
the use.

The current council is made up
of a Republican majority. Demo-
cratic Council President Keith
Sluka’s, who is not seeking re-
election this year, and Republi-
can Councilman Timothy Hak’s,
terms end this year.

“We think the current Republi-
cans are arguing against them-
selves,” Ms. Palmer said. “We
think replacing some with two
Democrats would just make a
more peaceful council.”

When asked if they would sup-
port redistricting or a resolution
in support of Berkeley Heights’
discussion to secede from Union
County, Ms. Palmer said she was
“not informed of what is going on
at the county level.”

“If there is waste going on we
would want an investigation and
I would support something like
that,” Ms. Palmer said.

“When you have a 9-0 incum-
bency I don’t think that’s correct.
You have to have different ideas,”
Mr. Nierstedt said. “The county
government is not going to re-
district.”

Gwd Dem. Candidates  Hold Q&A at The Pointe

GW Mayor to Hold Sat. Office Hours on Oct. 20
GARWOOD – Garwood Mayor

Patricia Quattrocchi will be avail-
able in her office at Garwood
Borough Hall this Saturday morn-
ing, October 20, to meet with
residents.

Any resident wishing to speak
with the mayor regarding any
issue is encouraged to stop in
between the hours of 10 a.m.
and noon. No appointment is
necessary.

Mayor Quattrocchi has set aside
the mornings of the third Satur-
day of each month for this pur-
pose. However, she is also avail-
able to address resident issues
and concerns by appointment
during the borough’s regular busi-
ness hours, via the Internet at
pquattrocchi@garwood.org or by
phone at (908) 789-0710.

Borough  Hall is located at 403
South Avenue.

See Another Letter to the Editor on Next Page

Probitas Verus Honos
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POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Monday, September 17, William
Demars, 50, of Cranford was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop on the 200 block of South
Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of CDS and possession of CDS
in a motor vehicle. He was pro-
cessed and released with a pend-
ing court date.

Tuesday, September 25, Ray
Bailey, 20, of Clark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
the 400 block of South Avenue and
charged with DWI, underage con-
sumption of an alcoholic beverage
and having an open container of
an alcoholic beverage in a motor
vehicle. He was processed and
released with a pending court date.

Sunday, September 30, Frank
Erickson, 35, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle accident on the
200 block of Center Street. He was
processed and released with a
pending court date.

Wednesday, October 3, Lori
Shibla, 23, of Garwood was ar-
rested on the 400 block of Willow
Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of stolen property after the
car she was driving was reported
stolen. She was processed and
released after posting $2,500 bail.

Wednesday, October 3, Eric Gra-

ham, 20, of Woodbridge was ar-
rested on charges of possession of a
prohibited weapon, possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose,
possession of drug paraphernalia
and possession of CDS. Hamilton
Webster, 27, of Garwood, a passen-
ger in the motor vehicle, was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of CDS. Graham was processed
and released after posting $5,000
bail. Webster was processed and
released after posting $7,500 bail.

Saturday, October 6, Dennis
Clark, 64, of Garwood was ar-
rested on charges of DWI, leaving
the scene of an accident, careless
driving and refusal to give a breath
sample after a resident reported
hearing a crash in the vicinity of
the 100 block of Willow Avenue.
According to police, Clark was
observed attempting to back away
from the area but due to the
damage to his motor vehicle, was
unable to do so. He was processed
and released with a pending court
date.

It’s Time to Put a Stop to Malfeasance
At All Union County Authorities

cilities that are in the clubhouse.
From revenue at Galloping Hill,

we fear the UCIA will assume the
$25-million new skating rink op-
erations being built by the UCIA;
or Runnells Specialized Hospital,
if not to be closed, can be re-
structured and transferred to the
UCIA. Definitely, the county con-
tracts with KemperSports for golf
operations will have to be can-
celled at a cost, and absorbed
into the UCIA.

The two shadow entities, UCIA
and the UCUA (Union County Utili-
ties Authority), control a lot of
public money. These entities are
not governed by elected officials
but appointed ones – therefore
not accountable to the public.
Monies can be commingled and
untraceable. Revenue will be re-
moved from the county budget
impacting the taxpayers. This
move is not for the interests of
the public, but for the UCIA’s
survival.

Wrong transference of county
tax money is already happening
as the county is using close to $3
million of our Open Space Trust
fund to pay county employees.

One paramount issue, the di-
rector of the UCIA grabbing our
tax money is also the head of the
county freeholders’ political
party (county Democrats) in
charge of fundraising for their
political campaigns. Do you think
the county freeholders will stand
up for the taxpayers or pay obei-
sance to their political boss –
the UCIA director in control of
their campaigns?

It is time to put a stop to this
malfeasance. Residents should
write letters to Governor Christie,
the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs, Asm.
Bramnick, state Attorney Gen-
eral Chiesa and state Comptrol-
ler Matthew Boxer.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Union County government’s
leaky boat is showing more signs
of stress. After this year’s mas-
sive and disastrous failure of the
county government budget, there
now arises another financial dark
cloud in that major cash flow
problems are appearing at their
shadow entity, the Union County
Improvement Authority (UCIA).
The imminent Galloping Hill ban-
quet/clubhouse that the UCIA has
oversight on, went $10 million
over the original budget skewing
finances due to the upstream
sweetheart rental deals to Tay-
lor-made and LPGA; their solar-
panel program is failing since the
energy rebates received are 15
percent of what they based their
returns on and they forecast re-
bates will only return to 50 per-
cent levels; around $100 million
in short-term notes are at the
end of their allotted lifetime so
they need to be formally bonded,
which increases debt service.

The hard-pressed state govern-
ment may consolidate the UCIA’s
Plainfield Park Madison building,
which would dry up rents. The
UCIA’s finances are bleeding red
and it appears it is the next county
entity to financially blow up. The
UCIA needs cash flow to keep it
on life support.

In freeholders’ executive ses-
sions exposed by the Union
County Watchdog Association,
the county is in discussions to
transfer operations of the Gal-
loping Hill Golf course to the
UCIA along with all revenues.
This year, golf fee revenue was
reported to be minimum $3.5
million. The UCIA, which was al-
ways the construction end of the
county operations, is now as-
suming entertainment and sports
activity functions from the
county; possibly since their con-
struction purpose has hit a ceil-
ing of debt. Golf operations also
include the ancillary banquet fa-

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FOUNDING FATHERS...Union County College in Cranford celebrates its 79th
anniversary with a tribute to its founding fathers on Tuesday with an Annual
wreath laying ceremony in the college’s historic tree grove. The event was led by
the Cranford Fire Department Bag Pipers.

Pumpkin Contest
On Tap In Garwood

GARWOOD – The Garwood Cel-
ebrations Committee for the First
Annual Pumpkin Carving and
Decorating Contest invites resi-
dents to bring their carved or
decorated pumpkins for judging
to the festivities to be held on
Saturday, October 27, at 11 a.m.
in the parking lot at Garwood
Borough Hall at 403 South Av-
enue.

First, second and third prizes
will be awarded for various age
groups.
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GW Dem Candidates
To Hold Meet and Greet

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Democratic Party has sched-
uled a “Meet and Greet the
candidates” evening at the
Knights of Columbus, 37 South
Avenue, from 5 to 8 p.m. this
Friday, October 19. Attendees
should enter through the Wil-
low Avenue parking lot.

Borough Council Democratic
candidates Ann Palmer and Bill
Nierstedt will be available to
answer questions, discuss con-
cerns and speak one-on-one
with residents. They promise
that no speeches will be made.
Volunteers will be cooking up
hot dogs, sauerkraut, beans,
and all the fixings’ in an
Oktoberfest type of event. Birch
beer and desserts will also be
available. A fee of $7.50 per
person, and $5 per senior or
child will be charged. Beer will
be available for purchase at the
Knights of Columbus bar.


