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l'ennemi du journaliste

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A variety of successful offensive
plays coupled with remarkable de-
fense allowed the second-seeded
Cranford High School football team
to glide to a 37-12 victory over
seventh-seed South Plainfield in
the first round of the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 play-
offs in Cranford on November 16.
The 7-2 Cougars harvested 416
total yards on the ground and 33
yards in the air, while their de-
fense limited the 4-5 Tigers to one
rushing touchdown and one touch-
down via the air.

Cougar senior quarterback
Reggie Green galloped for 251
yards on 27 carries including (TD)
touchdowns runs of 16 and one
yard, respectively, and threw for
a third. Senior running back Jimmy
Dwyer broke away for a two-yard
(TD) touchdown, junior quarter-
back/defensive back John
Oblachinski ran for a 12-yard
touchdown, senior running back
Bobby Bruns snagged a 14-yard
touchdown and junior kicker Troy
Kettler kicked a 27-yard field goal
to cap the scoring.

South Plainfield quarterback
Kyle Moroney ran for a two-yard
touchdown and wide receiver/
defensive back senior Joe
Pellegrino had a 17-yard touch-
down catch in the fourth quarter
for South Plainfield.

“We watched a lot of films on
them. We saw that their defensive
linebackers do a lot of blitzing, so
we knew that if we picked up the
blitz the holes would be open. Chris
(Folinusz) and Dwyer do a great

job lead blocking for me and both
run the ball great as well. The
whole line did a great job; the holes
were there, a lot of faking. Usually
they try to stop me, but they needed
to stop Dwyer and Chris as well, so
it’s hard to stop all three of us. Our
run game was really excellent to-
day,” said Green who added. “De-

fense was great this week. Coach
Hubert did a great job coming up
with game plan and we executed it
great today.”

The Cougars notified the Tigers
early in the first quarter that they
were on a mission when they
moved the ball from the 47 to the
16-yard line where Green glided

right into the end zone. After a
Tiger three-and-out possession,
the Cougar ground attack, led by
Green and Dwyer marched 55

GREEN SCORES 2 TDs, RUSHES 251 YARDS; DWYER, OBLACHINSKI, BRUNS SCORE 1 TD EACH

Cougars Use Ground Attack to Stop Tiger Gridders, 37-12
yards on nine plays, ending with
Green’s one-yard keeper. The
extra point was good to make the
score 14-0.

The Tigers next possession went
nowhere. Eight plays later, with
5:50 left in the half, Green an-
swered with a 14-yard pass
completion to Bruns. The point

after was good to extend the lead
to 21-0.

“We knew if we did what we
were coached to do and just kept
to our game plan, we could do it.
We knew that they ran a lot of
screens, a lot of draws and knew

to stay a few yards deep and wait
for it to come to us; the big hits
would come on the draws and not
the sacks, so it worked out nicely,”
said senior defensive tackle Jeff
Weiss (4 tackles, sack).

The Tigers, who did have trouble
contending with the Cougar de-
fensive unit, did manage to get on
the scoreboard, marching 14 yards
on three plays ending with
Moroney’s two-yard plunge with
0:25.4 left in the half.

More bad news for South
Plainfield came later in the third
quarter when Green and Dwyer
continued their aggression and
reeked havoc on the helpless Ti-
gers. From their own three-yard
line, the Cougars moved the ball to
the Tiger two where Dwyer zipped
in for the touchdown.

In the fourth quarter, the Cougars
added three points to their total on
Ketler’s 27-yard field goal. With
1:14 remaining, quarterback
Oblachinski finished the Cougar scor-
ing with a 12-yard touchdown run.

“No matter what team we’re
playing every week, we never
change what we’re doing. Defen-
sively, each person does his job;
no matter what; we never change
it. We’ve learned the hard way
last year. When you start chang-
ing things in the middle of the
game to adapt, that is where you
crumble. We all have our specific
assignments,” said senior line-
backer Nick Diaz, who finished
with eight tackles.

Linebacker Matt DiMartino had
eight tackles, while defensive
backs Joe Vicci, Bobby Bruns and
Kevin Trotter had six, four and
four tackles, respectively. Defen-
sive lineman Ryan Farrell also
made four tackles.

The Cougars will host Palisades
Park on Friday, November 30, at
7 p.m.
S. Plainfield   0   6   0   6 12
Cranford   7 14   7   9 37

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THREE CAPTAINS…Cougar co-captains Reggie Green, Nick Diaz and Chris Folinusz head for the center of the field.

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader
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**** Westfield Blue Devils Fall to JP Stevens in Grid Consolation Game, 33-21 ****

Photos by David B. Corbin
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD  – The Garwood
Board of Education (BOE) heard
a report on Tuesday from Russell
Graham, head of the buildings
and grounds committee, regard-
ing damage left in the wake of
Hurricane Sandy. According to
Mr. Graham, Washington School
lost two trees and the flagpole
was demolished.

The two trees were borough
trees and were cleaned up by the
borough at no cost to the BOE,
Business Administrator Janine
Murray said. The BOE, however,
would be responsible for replac-
ing the flagpole, she added.

Should the flagpole be replaced,
it would cost $2,000 with a $1,000
insurance deductible, Ms. Murray
said. She said the board was
considering an option of placing
the flag on the building, as op-
posed to a flagpole.

Lincoln School did not lose
power during the storm, but was
closed for five days because, Su-
perintendent of School Teresa
Quigley said, it was unsafe for
children to come to school due to
the downed trees. Three snow
days were used for the closing.

Arthur L. Johnson High School
in Clark, where Garwood teenag-
ers attend high school, was closed
for six days; two snow days and
the cancellation of the teachers’
convention were used, Clark BOE
liaison Christine Guerriero re-
ported. The high school will be
open on President’s Day, Mon-
day, February 18, and the Mon-
day after Easter, Monday, April
1, to accommodate the other
two school days missed, she
added.

Mr. Graham said the Garwood
BOE’s buildings and grounds com-

mittee is looking to add $4,000
to the 2013-2014 budget for two
small generators to run Lincoln
School’s sump pumps, phone
system, refrigerator and freezer
in the event power goes out. The
committee is also considering a
battery backup for the phone
system at the school for $2,000.

“A majority of people in
Garwood will be forever changed
because of [Hurricane] Sandy,”
Superintendent Quigley said dur-
ing the superintendent’s report.
“All of our children have a lot of
questions.”

Board President Adele Lewis
thanked the staff members who
continued to work despite the
loss of power they had experi-
enced at home.

The Westfield Area “Y,” which is
under a five-year lease with the
BOE to use the Washington
School for daycare and preschool,
has begun excavating the
grounds for the new playground
and has already replaced a sec-
tion of sidewalk that was in need
of repair, Mr. Graham said.

In other news, the Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG) an-
nounced it will hold a shopping
bazaar and silent auction on Fri-
day, December 14, at 6:30 p.m.
at Lincoln School, with proceeds
benefiting the Garwood family
recently displaced by fire, Hurri-
cane Sandy victims, as well as
EFG scholarships and grants.

The BOE organizational meet-
ing will be held January 3, 2013,
at 7 p.m. in Lincoln School, where
newly elected board members
Ms. Lewis, Barbara Greet and
Amanda Langston will be sworn
in.

Ms. Langston, newly elected to
the board, asked during the hear-
ing of the citizens why Lincoln

School was not used as a shel-
ter. Ms. Lewis said the state
dictates certain criteria, which
the school does not meet. She
said the board is looking into
what it can do in the future to
qualify the school as a shelter.
Ms. Quigley said the borough’s
library was used as a place for
residents to stay warm and
charge electronics.

The BOE began its meeting by
presenting certificates to stu-
dents who received perfect
scores on the NJASK.

GW BOE Reports on Minor Storm
Damage, School Calendar Changes

By MARIA A. MEGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD  – State Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Union County Free-
holder s held a Hurricane Sandy
recovery information session last
Wednesday evening in the Roy
Smith Theater of Union County
College in Cranford. The session
followed a town hall forum with
Asm. Bramnick serving as the
moderator. Questions from the
audience were referred to the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) representatives,
as well as insurance experts who
were present.

Sherry Bullock, a Plainfield resi-
dent, expressed concern over a
fallen tree on her home. Ms. Bul-

lock had filed a claim five days
earlier to have the tree removed,
yet her inquiries continued to go
unanswered. Ms. Bullock, a land-
lord, also voiced concern about
her tenants.

“These individuals work in places
where the power was out for days,”
she stated. “They lost pay. One of
my tenants could barely make
half of her rent for this month.”

Ms. Bullock said she does not
want to evict her tenants. She
asked if this inability to pay rent
would be common in Union County
during the following month. FEMA
representative Robert Angelo in-
structed Ms. Bullock to have her
residents contact the state for
disaster unemployment assis-
tance.

Pat and Vince Tomasso of
Westfield said they sustained se-
vere structural damage to their
home. Mrs. Tomasso stated her
insurance adjuster told her the
damages total approximately
$250,000.

“At what point,” Mrs. Tomasso
asked, “does the house become a
D.N.R? A ‘do not rebuild?’”

Public adjuster Mike Miller asked,
“Have you documented your loss
and taken the necessary photos?
Have you been proactive?”

Vince Tomasso revealed a large
portfolio filled with essential docu-
ments to prove his case. Mr. Miller
offered to talk with the Tomassos
at the conclusion of the forum.

Additional Union County resi-
dents continued to pose ques-
tions pertaining to tree removal.
A Union Township resident in-
quired about an uprooted, 65-
foot tree in her backyard. She
was instructed to call city hall as
each municipality differs with tree
pick-up services.

A Rahway resident wanted to
know if volunteers could remove
a tree from his yard. Mr. Bramnick

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTINUING THEIR CAREERS…Cranford Cougars Chris Folinusz and
Ryan Williams will be continuing their baseball careers at Rutgers University
and North Carolina State University, respectively, next year. Pictured, left to
right, are: Darren Torsone (Director of Athletics), Folinusz, Williamson and
Dennis McCaffrey (Cranford Baseball Head Coach). Folinusz belted nine home
runs, including two in the Group 3 championship game, drilled 13 doubles, had
a 1.026 slugging percentage and a .506 avg. Mound ace Williamson, who batted
.392, finished with a 6-0 record with a 0.60 ERA. CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Sandy Recovery Forum
Held at Union County Col.

Probitas Verus Honos
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told him to call 2-1-1, as well as
the office of Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains), who also was in atten-
dance, as the man resides in her
legislative district.

In regards to fallen trees, resi-
dents were told about disaster
loans as well as low-interest gov-
ernment loans. These loans do,
however, consider a
homeowner’s credit. They also
were told to contact (800) 659-
2955 or to visit sba.gov for more
disaster assistance information.

Another topic of interest related
to the issue of vacation homes
located at the Jersey Shore. The
audience was instructed that un-
less the home is an income prop-
erty, meaning a house rented out
by an individual, FEMA will not
cover the loss.

Residents in attendance also
were provided with information
pertaining to insurance from in-
surance advisor Jim Venezia.
Asw. Stender revealed to resi-
dents that Sandy was not techni-
cally considered a hurricane.
Rather, Sandy was defined as a
“tropical windstorm depression.”
Therefore, a hurricane insurance
deductible does not apply, which
ultimately works to a
homeowner’s advantage.

Mr. Mirabella also informed the
audience about a request for ad-
ditional FEMA stations to open in
Plainfield and Linden, as not ev-
eryone can make it to the loca-
tion at  at 100 South Springfield
Avenue in Sprinfield. The
Plainfield station  just opened at
400 East Front Street.

In response to the storm, As-
semblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield) expressed concern
about residents not getting what
they deserve from their insur-
ance policies.

“It seems like a lack of commu-
nication as to what people can
get and what they are entitled to.
No offense to anyone speaking
here tonight, but we need to

focus on rebuilding New Jersey,”
Asm. Green stated.

Asm. Bramnick agreed with
Asm. Green, stating, “We’ve only
begun to discuss these issues,
but Union County residents have
pulled together and found a way
to get through this as Union
County residents do.”

For more information on how
FEMA can help their particular
situation, Union County residents
were instructed to call (877) 424-
1234 or to visit ucnj.org. Further
information also can be found at
floodsmart.gov.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday approved
an application from Powell’s Prop-
erties for a site plan for its roofing
business to occupy an existing
structure and to construct a 900-
square-foot, two-door garage in
the rear of 210 North Avenue.

Gary Powell, the owner of the
business, purchased the property
at the end of August and will move
his business from Westfield to
Garwood. He plans to have an
office and small showroom to show-
case the roofing shingles and sid-
ing materials customers can choose
from for their home.

The garage will store equipment
and bulk materials, such as nails
and staples, as well as vehicles
during the off-season.

The applicant withdrew his vari-
ance application for the garage to
be situated five feet from the rear
lot line and moved it 10 feet from
the rear lot line to conform with
borough requirements.

In the original plan, Mr. Powell
was to pave the driveway partially
with some gravel for cost reasons,
and the board made it a condition
to have the driveway fully paved
by May 2014.

The existing fence will be re-
moved and replaced with board-
on-board fencing and with a land-
scaping buffer in the rear of the
property. Mr. Powell also said in
the future, he plans to re-side and
re-shingle the office space, as well
as replace the existing flagpole.

Fernando Fiorini, the owner of
the four-family home adjacent to
the rear of the property, had con-
cerns about drainage, complain-
ing that currently, water runs off
into his property. “I’m really con-
cerned for the tenants,” he said.

Mr. Powell said he plans to have
a gutter system on the garage that
will drain underground to the front

of the property.
The board also discussed a cer-

tificate of non-conformity memo
prepared by Board Attorney Donald
Fraser. In June 2011, the borough
rezoned some two-family areas to
a one-family zone, which affected
about 75 homes, board member
Kathy Villaggio said. Homes that
were built as two-family homes
prior to the re-zoning will need to
apply for a certificate of non-con-
formity in order to sell the prop-
erty.

The borough charges a $400 fee
to apply for the certificate of non-
conformity, which board members
argued was too high. Board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt said Plainfield
charges $100.

The board recommended faxing
the memo to local realtors and
reducing the fee, which was not
specified. The issue would move
on to the borough council for a
vote.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco sug-

Sandy Recovery Forum – Cont. Garwood Bd. OKs Roofing Business
*** For North Avenue Location ***

gested the borough “go above the
call of duty” by notifying residents
through the borough’s newsletter.
She said some residents do not
use local realtors when selling. Ms.
Todisco also suggested offering to
waive the fee for one year.

Resident Darcy Wepprecht is in
the process of buying her mother’s
home at 509 Beech Avenue, and is
not using a realtor. She said the
certificate of occupancy (CO) was
lost in the flood in Cranford’s
records office. She asked what she
needed to do because her closing
is being held up since her mother
does not have a physical copy of
the CO. The board said she must
apply for a certificate of non-con-
formity right away.

Mr. Fraser said earlier that these
are the situations that residents
should guard against by applying
for a certificate of non-conformity
as soon as possible and not waiting
until the owner decides to sell,
thereby avoiding a crisis at closing.

Cranford Historical Society
To Hold Holiday Boutique

CRANFORD – Once again, the
Cranford Historical Society will
hold a Holiday Boutique at the
Crane-Phillips House Museum.
Visitors will have an opportunity
to buy decorations and ornaments
for their home as well as some
unusual items. The sale will ben-
efit the museum garden and
grounds.

Dates are: Monday through Fri-
day, November 26 to 30, and
Saturday, December 1. Hours are
Monday through Friday, 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 6:30 to
8:30 p.m., and Saturday, 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. On Saturday,
the last day of the sale, children

will be able to meet Mrs. Claus.
Candy canes will be given out.
The Crane-Phillips House Museum
is located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford.

This year, the Cranford Histori-
cal Society is celebrating its 85th
anniversary. The Society has been
dedicated to the perpetuation of
Cranford’s history by continuing
to collect and document the town’s
past up through the 21st century.

For further information, call the
historical society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
The website is
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

K of C Collecting Items
For Garwood Family
GARWOOD — Seven people in-

cluding three children under the
age of 7 lost their house in a two-
family house fire in Garwood on
November 14. They escaped un-
harmed, but lost all their posses-
sions, and the house was de-
stroyed.

On behalf of the families, the
Garwood Knights of Columbus
are collecting the following items:
Canned and dry food goods, toi-
letries, cleaning supplies, dia-
pers, paper products, and super-
market gift cards. No clothes are
being accepted through Knights
of Columbus organization.

Monetary donations should be
made payable to: The Garwood
K of C Family House Fire Fund,
attention Keith Gallagher.

Donations can be dropped off
weekdays after 4 pm at the
Knights Hall, 37 South Avenue,
Garwood, located opposite of the
Pathmark. Parking is available
behind the building off Willow
Avenue. (Turn at Marty Shoes)
Please use side door entrance.
Those wishing to drop off dona-
tions on weekends are asked to
call first. For more information,
call the Knights after 4 p.m. week-
days at (908) 789-9809 or Mr.
Gallagher at (908) 789-0931.
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Jewelry and Accessory Sale For
Charity at Trinity Episcopal Church
CRANFORD - Trinity Episcopal

Church of Cranford will host a
charity jewelry and accessory
sale on Wednesday November
28, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
church located at 119 Forest
Avenue, in Witherington Hall.

Hand-crafted sale items include
jewelry, scarves, and handbags.

“Proceeds from the sale will
benefit The Good Shepherd
Home in Cameroon that cares
for children orphaned by HIV/
AIDS,” said Marion Nechuta,
Trinity’s Outreach Team Leader.
“We are happy to help support
such an important, life saving
effort.”

The Good Shepherd Home is
the brainchild of Sister Jane
Mankaa who has dedicated her
life to nurturing the orphans of
her country. Sister Jane saw a
small boy sleeping on the street
in Yaounde, the capitol of

GOOD CAUSE...Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford will host a charity
jewelry and accessory sale on Wednesday, November 28, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
church located at 119 Forest Avenue, in Witherington Hall. Proceeds from the
sale will benefit The Good Shepherd Home in Cameroon that cares for children
orphaned by HIV/AIDS.

Cameroon. “I asked him why he
was sleeping there and he told
me that’s where he lived,” she
said. “I brought him some rice,
and when I came back to see
him the next morning, there were
ten other boys with him.”

Sister Mankaa learned that the
street children were all orphans
whose parents had died of AIDS.
“I knew then that caring for these
children was what I was called to
do.”

Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serv-
ing the needs of Cranford area
families for generations since
1872. Sunday services are at 8
and 10 a.m. and are celebrated
by The Reverend Gina Walsh-
Minor, Rector Trinity Episcopal
Church.

For more information about
Trinity call (908) 276-4047 or
visit www.trinitycranford.org/.

On behalf of my family, I would
like to extend our thanks for the
quick response and professional-
ism shown by the Garwood Police
and Fire Departments during the
recent structure fire on Center
Street. The actions of Patrol Offic-
ers Suggs and Wright, as well as
the first responding units from
the Garwood Fire Department,
were decisive and resulted in the
evacuation of the affected area
without a single injury.

The combined efforts of the
area fire departments that re-
sponded for mutual aid were
enough to save my own home
and words are simply not enough
to express my gratitude for that.
Thanks is due to the Cranford,
Elizabeth, Kenilworth, Clark,
Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Fanwood and Springfield Fire
Departments as well as Union
County Mutual Aid Coordinators

Deputy Chief Lathey Wirkus of
the Elizabeth FD and Chief Fredric
Fretz of Union Township FD who
both personally responded to the
scene to assist the Garwood Fire
Department in coordinating the
mutual aid resources.

Finally, my family and I have
received many kind and gener-
ous offers of assistance. We have
everything we need and a place
to stay; my neighbors were not
nearly so lucky. They lost every-
thing to this fire and are in need
of a new home. If anyone can
assist with boys and girls cloth-
ing and shoes, clothing and shoes
for the adults, or has information
regarding available housing,
Westfield resident and family
friend Marilyn Tammaro is coor-
dinating and can be reached at
(908) 577-1997.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

Local Letter to the Editor
Thank You Garwood Police and Fire

Departments for Quick Action on Fire

Garwood
Wednesday, October 17,

Rosario A. Castro, 54, of Garwood
was charged with failure to yield
to a pedestrian, careless driving
and driving while intoxicated
(DWI). The arrest was the result
of a police investigation of a motor
vehicle accident with a bicyclist.
Castro was released with a pend-
ing court date.

Thursday, October 18, Victoria
Vega, 19, of Perth Amboy was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing with an obstructed view, not
wearing a seatbelt, failure to keep
right, careless driving, posses-
sion of a CDS in a motor vehicle
and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 100 block of
North Avenue. Also arrested was
passenger Samantha P. Jelley,
19, of Edison, who was charged
with possession of a CDS. Both
were released with pending court
dates.

Saturday, October 20, Taylor
E. Carvalho, 21, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing with an obstructed view, hav-
ing a suspended driver’s license
and possession of CDS following
a motor vehicle stop on the 900
block of Center Street. Also ar-
rested was passenger Joshua
Sanchez, 20, of Linden, who was
charged with possession of a CDS
and underage drinking. Both were
released with pending court
dates.

Sunday, October 21, Christian
Breskin, 20, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with
speeding, possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance
(CDS), possession of CDS in a
motor vehicle and possession of
drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop on West Holly
Street. Also arrested was pas-
senger Azzriah Lazar, 18, of
Edison, who was charged with
possession of a CDS. Both were
released with pending court
dates.

POLICE BLOTTER

GARWOOD — Seven people in-
cluding three children under the
age of 7 lost their house in a two-
family house fire in Garwood on
November 14. They escaped un-
harmed, but lost all their posses-
sions, and the house was de-
stroyed.

On behalf of the families, the
Garwood Knights of Columbus
are collecting the following items:
Canned and dry food goods, toi-
letries, cleaning supplies, dia-
pers, paper products, and super-
market gift cards. No clothes are
being accepted through Knights
of Columbus organization.

Monetary donations should be

made payable to: The Garwood
K of C Family House Fire Fund,
attention Keith Gallagher.

Donations can be dropped off
weekdays after 4 p.m. at the
Knights Hall, 37 South Avenue,
Garwood, located opposite of
the Pathmark. Parking is avail-
able behind the building off Wil-
low Avenue. (Turn at Marty
Shoes) Please use side door en-
trance. Those wishing to drop
off donations on weekends are
asked to call first. For more in-
formation, call the Knights after
4 p.m. weekdays at (908) 789-
9809 or Mr. Gallagher at (908)
789-0931.

** K of C Collecting Items **
** For Garwood Family **
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Westfield vs. Elizabeth – 11-16-12
Photos by Jim O’Connor njsportpics.com

SPF/RIDGE
 ON NEXT PAGE


