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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Hurricane Sandy delayed plans
for a regular-season finale home
game, originally scheduled for
November 2, for the 6-2 Cranford
High School football team against
the 2-5 North Plainfield Canucks.
With the game scheduled for to-
morrow, Friday, November 9, at
7 p.m. at Memorial Field, the
Cougars will be looking to hone
their skills for the upcoming play-
offs.

The Canucks may have only
two wins, but they definitely put
a scare into the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, who later put
a scare into the Cougars. Canuck
running back Brandon Selby
found success running off the left
side and rushed for 130 yards,
which included a 47-yard touch-
down run. Defensive back Amir
Graham had a 10-yard intercep-
tion for a touchdown that gave
the Canucks a 13-0 lead entering
the fourth quarter.

The Raiders, who totaled 294
yards rushing, received fourth-
quarter heroics from sophomore
running back Emendo Thomas
(97-yards rushing), who had a
four-yard touchdown run and
followed with a 48-yard touch-
down sprint to give the Raiders a
14-13 victory.

The Raiders trailed the Cou-
gars, 19-0, but scored 20 fourth-
quarter points and threatened
with just seconds remaining, only
to come up short, 26-20.

The Canucks got trounced by
the Delaware Valley Terriers, 46-

24, on October 19. The Terriers
amassed 559 yards on the
ground, and running back
Dionisio Roman had 365 of them,
including five touchdowns. Sean
Hogan added two touchdowns
and 146-rushing yards. The
Canucks rebounded the next

week to topple the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 44-13.

The Cougars have been known
for their strong running game
with running backs Jimmy Dwyer,
senior quarterback Reggie Green
and Evan Zoughy, but Green has
been finding more and more suc-

cess connecting with his receiv-
ers, especially John Oblachinski
and, when needed, powerhouse
Chris Folinusz.

In their first game of the sea-
son, the Cougars rallied to defeat
Watchung Hills, 17-14. Joe
DaSilva’s 37-yard kickoff return
set up Green’s four-yard touch-
down run. Dwyer had an 18-yard
touchdown run and Troy Ketler
kicked a 32-yard field goal. With

a very strong defensive crew con-
sisting of linebackers Nick Diaz
and Matt DiMartino, and linemen
Matt Russo, Jeff Weiss, Rob
Kessler, Rob O’Shaughnessy,
Folinusz, Ryan Farrell and com-

pany, along with a host of defen-
sive backs, the Cougars shut out
Somerville, 21-0, the following
week.

The Cougars were disappointed
on September 21 after a 30-27
loss to unbeaten Summit. Green
had 214-yards rushing and three
touchdowns and added eight
completions for 113 yards, in-
cluding a touchdown pass to
Folinusz, who had two recep-
tions for 46 yards and a two-
point conversion.

The Cougars bounced back to
defeat Roselle, 35-21, then
skinned Delaware Valley, 15-14.
Green (172 yards rushing) had
two touchdown runs and added
the gutsy two-point conversion
that sealed the deal. Oblachinski
had six receptions for 61 yards.
Diaz recorded five quarterback
sacks and DaSilva had eight tack-
les, while Farrell and Bobby Bruns
each had five tackles. Green and
Oblachinski each added an inter-
ception.

On October 19, the Cougars
hosted 15th ranked Ridge, and
despite losing, 35-21, they real-
ized victory could have been
theirs. A fumble that set up a Red
Devil touchdown, a disputed
touchdown call in the end zone
just before halftime and a des-
perate but failed fourth-and-long
from their own 21 made the dif-
ference.

The following week, however,
the determined Cougar defense
stopped the A.L. Johnson Cru-
saders in their tracks to emerge
with a 29-3 triumph. Green com-
pleted six of seven passes for 76
yards, including a five-yard touch-
down strike to Oblachinski, who
finished with five receptions for
64 yards and ran in a two-point
conversion. Green also added two
rushing touchdowns and 161 rush-
ing yards. Dwyer had 78 yards
rushing and a touchdown.

COUGARS’ NO-NONSENSE DEFENSE PLAN TO STOP CANUCKS IN THEIR TRACKS, GREEN PLANS ON TDs

Cougar Gridders Prepare for Playoffs in Game with Canucks

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAN TO WATCH ON OFFENSE…Senior quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, provides much of the Cougars’ offense with
tackle-breaking touchdown runs and progressively improving pass completions.
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Giants/Steelers NFL Game November 4 – Photos by Jim O’Connor – jnsportpics.com
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