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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Pitching was the name of the
game, and all it took was a run in
the bottom of the first inning to
get the top-seeded Cranford High
School baseball team past Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 1-0, in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament at Memorial Field in
Cranford on May 25.

Cougar starting pitcher Kurt
Rutmayer (7-1) tossed five in-
nings, allowed four hits and
walked just one, while striking
out six Raiders. Lefty Ryan
Williamson relieved in the sixth,
permitted no hits and walked
one, while fanning two.

“It was definitely a pitching battle
today. I threw strikes, fastball,
curveball. So did he, as well, but
we were able to get that one run in
the first inning,” Rutmayer said.
“And it was a good job by Ryan
finishing up the last two innings.
It’s great working with him. It’s a
great combo. Me and him! Righty,
lefty! Whatever it takes to get
another state ring!”

Raider pitcher James D’Angelo
(7-1) went the distance, allow-
ing six singles but walking none,
while striking out six Cougars.

“Their pitchers made good
pitches when they had to, and
our guy, James, did an awesome
job to hold a Cranford team to
one run. He had them fooled all
day and off-balance. He made
good pitches and we made good
plays behind him. With James on

D’ANGELO, RUTMAYER, WILLIAMSON STAR ON MOUND; FEENEY SCORES WINNING RUN

Cougars Score 1 in First, Nip Baseball Raiders in Section
the mound, we have the ability
to beat anyone we play,” Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock said.

“D’Angelo did a great job. He
threw several pitches for strikes.
He pitched a gutsy effort. Coach
Baylock does a great job. He had
his team prepared today, so it
was a battle of the pitchers,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis

McCaffrey said.
“I was pretty much trying to

get ahead. Then as soon as I get
ahead, I try to get two strikes to
get them thinking. Once I have
them thinking, I just throw a
breaking pitch and they couldn’t
hit it. The first inning was a little
shaky. The fastball worked. The
slider away worked and made

them chase pitches. I think a lot
of people would rather see a 1-0
baseball game instead of a blow-
out,” D’Angelo said.

Both teams’ pitchers paid spe-
cial attention to each team’s most
dangerous hitters. D’Angelo suc-
cessfully managed to keep Cou-
gar power hitter Chris Folinusz
off the bases in all three of his
plate appearances. Rutmayer and
Williamson were just as success-
ful keeping D’Angelo off the
bases.

“A lot of breaking pitches and
outside fastballs. Rutmayer and
Williamson did a good job of
keeping us off-balance, and we
just couldn’t catch up to it,”
D’Angelo said.

Two Raiders who did have suc-
cess at the plate were Brad
Alleman, who went 2-for-3, and
Anthony Krajscik, who went 1-
for-1 with a walk. Kevin Maxwell
had the Raiders’ other single.

Williamson went 2-for-3 and
had the only RBI when he drove
in Sean Feeney, who had singled
in the first inning. Andrew
DiFrancesco, Tommy Trotter and
Alex Plick had the other singles.

The Raiders attempted to
manufacture runs in the fourth
and fifth innings by attempting
bunts to move the runner into
scoring position. Shortstop
Feeney dampened the Raiders
hopes in the fourth by initiating a
second-to-first double play. But
the best opportunity came in the
fifth when Krajscik looped a lead-
off single. After a failed bunt
attempt, Folinusz, the catcher,
gunned down Krajscik heading
to second. Just after that, Max-
well singled to right, but
Rutmayer later picked off his
pinch runner.

“Credit to Chris! He made a
great play, and [Eric] Garguilo
[second baseman] made a nice
tag on the play. Fortunately, we
were able to play solid defense
today and get one more run than
them,” Coach McCaffrey said.

“We tried to bunt him over.
Unfortunately, we swung and
missed, and their catcher is good
enough to throw us out. In the
fifth inning, we tried to get some-
thing going, and he threw us
out,” Coach Baylock said.

“The strategy was to try and
win this game. We don’t look to
the next game. We don’t look at
how many innings each pitcher
pitched,” Coach McCaffrey said.

“Our main focus is one game at
a time, and we got it done to-
day,” Rutmayer said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 000 0 0
Cranford 100 000 x 1

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12may25-spf-cr-base

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE DECIDING FACTOR…Cougar Sean Feeney, No. 20, dives home in the first inning for the only score as Raider
catcher Ryan Henkels prepares to catch the throw. The Cougars won, 1-0, in Cranford to advance to the semifinal round.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School girls
placed second and the boys
placed fourth in their respective
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
championships at Frank Jost Field
in South Plainfield on May 25-26,
while the Westfield Blue Devil
boys placed fifth and the girls
tied for 10th at the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 meet at Ridge
High School.

Irvington beat out the Cougar
girls, 83-67, while the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls placed sev-
enth with 34 points. Mendham
won the boys title with 109 points,
while the Cougars totaled 47 and
the Raiders finished ninth with
19 points. The Franklin boys won
the Group 4 sectional with 77
points, while the Blue Devils to-
taled 40. Columbia took top hon-
ors for the girls with 103 points.
Westfield had eight points.

Cougar Kristen VanBenschoten
had a toss of 114-9 to place
second in the discus. Raider
Samantha Renfree placed fifth
with a toss of 105-4.

“That is my second-best throw
ever, so I was happy with that.
My warm-up throw was almost
120, so I was hoping that I could
hit that and maybe win. I tried
my best. I think my best throw is
when I don’t think at all. I just go
in the circle and let it happen.
When I think then everything
starts falling apart,” said
VanBenschoten, who added, “I
am peaking at the right time, so
I am trying to keep [personal
record] PR’ing so I can place and
move on.”

Last year, VanBenschoten
qualified for the Meet of Champi-
ons in the discus but she noticed
that it has been a different expe-
rience throwing with new com-

RAIDERS CASTORE, RENFREE, COUGARS BURKE, GRANT CAPTURE INDIVIDUAL FIRSTS

Lady Cougars 2nd, Boys 4th;WF Boys 5th at Section Track
petitors.

“My coach and I look at what
everyone else is throwing in the
section. I guess it’s a change of
pace, because with counties, I
see the same people all the time,”
she said.

Refree came back to win the
javelin with a toss of 125-10. Her
previous best was 116 feet.

“It was my first throw. I changed
my approach. I added an extra
step at the end, and it worked
well for me. I was ready for it,”
Renfree said.

VanBenschoten and Renfree
have also been fiercely competi-

tive in the shot put.
“It goes back and forth. Usually

she has one really good throw,”
Renfree said.

VanBenschoten had a couple of
good throws and placed third in
the shot put with a push of 37-
0.75. Renfree placed sixth with a
throw of 34-5.

“On my first throw, I threw a
37-0.75, which was my best. I
was happy that I could get up
there. It was my second-best
throw ever,” VanBenschoten said.

Raider Billy Castore won the
shot put with a personal-record
(PR) toss of 52 feet, and team-

mate James Kaiser placed fifth
with a shove of 47-2.

“My first throw, I was com-
pletely nervous and I fouled. You
can tell when you think about it,
you throw crappy. When you let
it ride, it goes far. I said I got to
do something. My next throw
was 49 and my third throw was
51, so now I’m set. In the finals,
I went after it. On my last throw,
I got a 52,” Castore said.

“He had a 51 and change. He
already won the event, but he
knows that he wants to continue
to push for that 55 [feet]. That’s
his new magic number, so he

went out there and delivered a
bomb at 52,” Raider Field coach
Ken Hernandez said.

Kaiser also advanced in the
discus, placing sixth with a toss
of 131-8.

“Big personal record! My previ-
ous was like 127 something. I
qualified for both. I am excited
about next week and about bring-
ing a couple of my teammates
with me. I was pushed by him
[Castore] to keep going [shot
put]. I started out not too good,
but he kept pushing me with all
of his good throws,” Kaiser said.

“Jamie Kaiser was an excellent
story, because he was pressing a
little too much. He wasn’t throw-
ing well. He was out of it, then on
his last throw, he threw a 47 and
change, which got him into it.
Now he is advancing,” coach
Hernandez said.

Cougars Bryanna Grant at 37-
6.5, Regine Hunter at 36-7.75
and Gilliam Burke at 36-7.5 swept
the top three spots in the triple
jump, followed by Raider Leah
Salituro at 34-6.75. Raider Chris-
tine Miklas placed seventh at 33-
7. Burke took top honors in the
long jump with a leap of 17-0.25.
Cougar Rebecca Shimonov
placed third at 16-10.25, fol-
lowed by Raider Christine Charles
at 16-10 and Hunter at 16-9.25.
Miklas placed seventh at 16-5.75.

Grant took third in the pole
vault with a height of 9-6 and
sixth in the 100-hurdles with a
time of 15.75. Raider Ebony Hill
took sixth in the pole vault at 8-
0. Grant was in a five-way tie for
third in the high jump with a
height of 5-0 but finished sev-
enth due to misses. Hunter fin-
ished seventh in the 100-meter
dash at 13.11, Shimonov took
eighth in the 100 hurdles, and
Raider Devora Ward took eighth
in the 200.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAMP IN THE LONG JUMP…Cougar Gillian Burke soared 17-0.25 to win the Group 3 sectional high jump event
at Frank Jost Field in South Plainfield on May 26.

More Photos in “Photo Library”

12may26-section-trk

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Cougars Girls Second, Boys Fourth; Blue Devil Boys Fifth at Section Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Raider Erin Pierce placed fourth
in the 1,600 with a PR and school
record time of 5:04.46. Pierce
was in a tight pack with Kylene
Cochrane (West Morris) and Abby
Seel and Mckenzie Barry both of
Mendham. Cochrane placed first
at 4:56.95, followed by Seel at
4:58.18 and Barry at 5:01.03.

“I have raced against the two
Mendham girls and Kylene from
West Morris before. We were all
talking before the race. I knew it
was going to be a really fast race.
Mackenzie and Abby were next
to each other and I was on the
inside, and Kylene was next to
me. I knew they were going to
pull me along,” Pierce said. “That
was basically the whole race, we
four together. With one lap to go,

Kylene made a move and got
4:56. That’s fast!”

Pierce also finished fourth in
the 800 with a time of 2:19.05.

Cougars Jenna Ellenbacher,
Laura Van Horn, Ashley McGuire
and Megan Schetelich placed
fourth in the 4x400 at 4:08.2,
followed by Raiders Isabel Crys-
tal, Ward, Justine Valdes and
Pierce at 4:10.6.

Cougar Adham McGuire took
top honors in the long jump with
a leap of 21-1.75

“I jumped 20-10. I thought I
would run away with it, but some-
one came up and challenged me.
He jumped 21. We kept battling.
It came down to our last jumps,
and I popped a 21-1.75, and he
fouled. He pushed me the whole

way,” McGuire said.
McGuire at 43-1 and Cougar

Reggie Green at 40-5 placed 2-5
in the triple jump. McGuire with a
toss of 160-6 and Cougar Rob
Kessler at 159-0 placed 2-4 in
the javelin. Cougars Carl
Lieberman crossed fourth in the
800 with a time of 1:59.86 and
George El-Khoury crossed sixth
at 2:01.44.

Raider Antonio Casterlow fin-
ished fourth in the 400-hurdles
at 57.68, and Cougar Chris
Witwick finished eighth at 58.4.
Raider Quincy Sanchez finished
fifth in the 110-hurdles at 15.96.
Cougars Tom Feeney at 9:55 and
Eli Howard at 9:59.28 finished 4-
5 in the 3,200. Cougars Green,
Jake Waleski, Lieberman and

Witwick finished fourth in the
4x400 at 3:29.81.

Blue Devil Peter Fagan placed
second in the pole vault with a
clearance of 14-0. Teammate
John Stelmach placed fifth at 13-
0. Mike DePaolo placed third in

the high jump with a height of 6-
2. Declan Fitzmaurice took third
in the triple jump with a distance
of 43-2 and Blue Devil Chris
Jimenez too seventh at 41-6.25.

Blue Devil Brendan Dugan fin-
ished fourth in the 100 meters
with a time of 11.23. Rob
Ciardullo crossed fourth in the
200 at 22.7 and Dugan took
eighth at 22.99. Jake Vergara,
Ciardullo, Alex Hay and Kevin
Ingram took sixth in the 4x400
with a time of 3:25.95.

Ingram crossed fourth in the
800 at 1:57.81. Jack Leahy at
4:18.02 and Matt Luppino at
4:23.39 finished 7-9 in the 1,600.
John Kirna finished ninth in the
3,200 at 9:54.19. Joe Rinaldi
placed ninth in the javelin with a

toss of 141-0.
For the Blue Devil girls, Meghan

Reilly with a toss of 108-2 and
Christina Mosco at 105-8 placed
5-6 in the javelin. Mae Devin
placed fourth in the pole vault
with a height of 9-6. Kaitlyn

Johnson crossed fifth in the 3,200
with a time of 11:35.3.

The Union Catholic Viking boys
won the Non Public A meet with
a total of 150. Allen Eke set a
meet record in the 800 with a
time of 1:53.65. Eke also took
first in the 1,600 at 4:15.54.
Tom Field won the javelin with a
toss of 190-8. Scott Christoffe
won the triple jump with a dis-
tance of 43-8.75. He also won
the long jump at 21-11.5.

Zach Ghizzone won the 110-
hurdles at 14.91. Obefemi
Animashaun won the 400-hurdles
with a meet record time of 54.49.
Animashaun, Ghizzone, Mike
DeAngelis and Taylor McLaughlin
won the 4x400 with a time of
3:22.19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT ALL THEY HAVE…Cougars Carl Lieberman, front, and George El-Khoury, left, finished 4-6 in the 800
meters to qualify for the Group 3 meet.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
THIRD IN THE LONG JUMP…Cougar Rebecca Shimonov placed fifth in the
long jump at 16-10.25.
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By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — On Thursday
night, the students of Cranford
High School (CHS) came together
for “Call For a Cure,” a benefit in
memoriam of CHS student Colin
Maher, who passed away two
years ago from Ewing’s Sarcoma,
a rare form of cancer that affects
young adults and teens. The
evening’s revenue, which totaled
$2,700, went to Georgetown
University’s Research Depart-
ment, which is pursuing a cure
for the disease.

The event was organized by
Cara Costa and Danny Rahal,
two friends of Colin who put on
the show as part of their Univer-
sity Research Seminar, a special
academic track offered at CHS.

“You basically get to study one

topic for a year,” Cara explained.
“I worked with fundraising and
when it came time to do the final
project, I couldn’t think of a bet-
ter cause to raise funds for.”

“Ewing’s Sarcoma isn’t a can-
cer most people know about,”
said Danny, who researched the
disease and made pamphlets for
the event. “Only about two hun-
dred people get it each year. So
it’s very hard to get research and
funds specifically for this type of
cancer.”

Colin’s loss had been felt by
many in the school; his friends
created Friends of Colin, a non-
profit organization that worked
to raise awareness and funds for
research. They also channeled
funds to the research at
Georgetown and similar studies.
As such, many students offered
to perform in the concert, which
became a problem for Cara. “I’ve
done programs for the arts and

music before, but we had so many
people who wanted to remember
Colin,” she said. “It really only
got easier when a few people had
to drop out.”

The variety of students was
evident in the concert’s eclectic
lineup, which featured music,
dance, and poetry. The songs
ranged from Jonathan Furer’s
piano rendition of “When You
Wish Upon a Star,” to Cara’s own
performance of Mariah Carey’s
“Hero.” There were also classical
pieces such as Mary Kate
Mueller’s “Casardas,” and group
a capella versions of the Plain
White T’s “Rhythm Of Love,” and
the Celtic song “Loch Lomond.”

Many of the students performed
original material; Victoria
Treboschi performed “Tomorrow
Morning” which she wrote for her
late cousin; Rebecca Deczinski
choreographed a dance to her
poem “In My Life” and a string
quarter and flutist brought pia-
nist Nate Moon’s Celtic-tinged
“Sadness and Sorrow” arrange-
ment to life.

Despite the somber nature of
many of the performances, Cara
said that she worked to keep
much of the evening “uplifting”
and many acts kept that in mind.
Zach Love gave an impassioned
version of “Corner of the Sky,”
from the Broadway musical Pip-
pin; Jessica Nesi performed a
fierce, yet gentle dance to “Move
Along” by the All-American Re-
jects, and the Celtic Tigers Irish
dance troupe opened the second
act with a stomping performance.

The concert ended with the en-
tire cast onstage performing the
Irish hymn “Danny Boy,” a re-
quest from Colin’s mother, who
was on hand selling refresh-
ments, and a speech by Colin’s
friend Mike Zanfardino.

Mike reminisced about how he
and Colin met, “It was the first
day of seventh grade, and I
thought I’d be cool and walk into
class singing a song. Of course, I

Cranford Teens Perform Benefit Concert For Fallen Friend
only knew the first five words,
but then Colin jumped in. He
didn’t know the words either, so
we both sang the line over and
over again.” He also introduced
the group of friends Colin had
formed called “The Irish Mafia,”
and taught the crowd their se-

cret handshake.
The evening came to a close

with a slideshow showing Colin
throughout his life with friends
and family.

Donations for “Friends of Colin”
can be made to 365 Retford Av-
enue, Cranford N.J., 07016.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BANDING TOGETHER...Students from Cranford High School  came together
for “Call For a Cure,” a benefit in memoriam of a fellow student, Colin Maher,
who passed away two years ago from Ewing’s Sarcoma. Pictured, performers
sing “Danny Boy” at the request of Colin’s mother.

YOUTH OF THE YEAR…Mark Swingle, Board Chair of the Westfield Area
Y, left, and Mark Elsasser, CEO of the Westfield Area Y, present the Youth of
the Year awards to Billy Daly and Alexandra Krowicki at the Y’s Annual
Meeting.

Westfield ‘Y’ Recognizes
Cranford’s Krowicki, Daly

The Westfield Area “Y” pre-
sented “Youth of the Year” awards
to Cranford High School (CHS)
students Alexandra Krowicki and
Billy Daly at the Y’s Annual Meet-
ing on May 16. The award is
presented annually to two high
achieving teens, who participate
at the “Y”.

Krowicki, a sophomore, is a
member of the track and field
team, volleyball team and Sci-
ence Academy. She began vol-
unteering at the “Y” last sum-
mer. She volunteered to help

coach javelin with the Y’s youth
track and field team, which had
more than 150 athletes at the
time. Krowicki felt it would be a
great opportunity to get a
jumpstart on her coaching ca-
reer.

The “Y” had many kids who liked
javelin, but two students in par-
ticular stood out. Alex worked with
those students both on scheduled
track days and even motivated the
athletes to come on the off days to
practice with her and the other

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Westfield Y Honors Students
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

coaches. The hard work paid off.
In about one month, those two
students competed at the Track
and Field National Championships.
These were the first two javelin
throwers to advance in the teams’
history.

Krowicki recently became an
employee of the “Y” and is look-
ing forward to expanding her
role this summer with the camp
programs, as well as helping de-
velop the volleyball program. She
has run in the Lincoln Tunnel 5K
challenge, which benefits the
Special Olympics.

Daly, a senior, began his in-

volvement with the “Y” in 8th
grade when he attended the
YMCA Youth and Government
Conference as a page. His expe-
rience helped him find a passion
for policy, debate and service,
which has led him not only to
return to Youth and Government
for the past five years, but also to
attend the YMCA Model UN Con-
ference in Pa. and the YMCA Con-
ference on National Affairs in N.C.

This past year, Daly had the
privilege of serving as NJ Youth
Governor, during which time he
organized a sports equipment
drive for Green Sports NJ, a divi-
sion of the ARC of Union County.
Daly also teaches a Special Olym-
pics sports class for children with
disabilities and serves as Presi-
dent of the CHS Student Council.

Univ. of  Vermont
Announces Local Grads
BURLINGTON, Vt. – Some 2,552

students were awarded a variety
of bachelor’s degrees during the
University of Vermont’s 209th
Commencement ceremonies on
May 20. The following local stu-
dents and the degree earned by
each are as follows: Alyssa M.
Frediani of Cranford, received a
Bachelor of Science in Environ-
mental Studies. Jillian C. Zdenek
of Westfield, received a Bachelor
of Science in Environmental Stud-
ies.

Buonaguro Graduates
From Bard College

GREAT BARRINGTON, Mass. -
Hannah Buonaguro of Cranford,
recently graduated from Bard
College at Simon’s Rock with an
Associate of Arts degree in Lib-
eral Arts.

Quinnipiac Announces
Area Grads

HAMDEN, Conn. - The following
area residents graduated from
Quinnipiac University during the
81st undergraduate commence-
ment exercises on May 20.

Eric Curialle of Westfield, Bach-
elor of Science in Finance; Tracey
Hunter of Cranford, Bachelor of
Arts in Sociology; Corinne Laudati
of Cranford, Bachelor of Science in
Health and Science Studies;
Michael Nanna of Westfield, Bach-
elor of Science in Management;
Elyse Piacentini of Cranford, Bach-
elor of Arts in English; Michael
Pitre of Westfield, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Finance; Zachary Schwartz
of Westfield, Bachelor of Arts in
Public Relations; Daniel Selert of
Westfield, Bachelor of Science in
International Business; Evan
Shapiro of Westfield, Bachelor of
Science in Marketing and Alina
Zoraian of Moutainside, Bachelor
of Arts in Public Relations.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times
MILLBURN – The Army Corps of

Engineers, New York District, pre-
sented a PowerPoint program last
Thursday to the Mayors’ Council
on Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control on ways to mitigate the
flow of the Rahway River through
improvements to existing dams,
reservoirs, levees and detention
basins.

In doing this project, the Army
Corps partnered with the New
Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (NJDEP). Rifat
Salim, Army Corps project man-
ager, narrated and explained the
first part of the program and Andre
T. Chauncey, Jr., a hydraulic en-
gineer, did the same for the latter
part of the demonstration.

The good news, according to
the Corps presentation, is that it
is possible to significantly reduce
the amount of water that flows
into Millburn, Union, Springfield,
Kenilworth, Cranford and
Rahway. The bad news is this can
only be done after more analy-
sis, feasibility studies, environ-
mental-impact studies, federal
and state funding and massive
infrastructure projects at key
spots along the river. But will
there be another Hurricane Irene-
like storm, which caused $75
million of damage before that is
accomplished?

In attendance at the May 24
meeting were Millburn Mayor
Sandra Haimoff, Union Mayor
Joseph Florio, former Cranford
Mayor Dan Aschenbach and
Rahway Mayor Rick Proctor. Be-
sides a team of Army Corps engi-
neers, Leo Coakley of Millburn-
based Hatch Mott MacDonald,
Millburn’s engineer, was present,
along with Richard A. Marsden,
Jr., Cranford’s engineer and di-
rector of public works.

Alternatives for cost analysis
consideration were given, start-

ing with Lenape Park modifica-
tion and downstream channel im-
provements. This would entail a
modification of approximately
9,500 feet of levee, a higher dam
structure just upstream of
Kenilworth Boulevard and chan-
nel work throughout the river to
Cranford. This plan allows a pro-
tection above the 100-year flood
event in Cranford and a possible
reduction in water level in towns
downstream from Cranford. The
plan uses a combination of the
detention capacity of the Lenape
Park basin and an increase in
flow obtained from a deepening
and widening of the channel.

A possible modification of the
Lenape and Nomahegan Parks’
levee systems and some down-
stream channel improvements
were considered. A reservoir plan
using detention areas in the
Rahway River Watershed, which
would include improvements to
the Orange Reservoir in Essex
County, could lower water sur-
face elevation (WSE) at the foot
bridge located downstream of
Nomahegan Park. Creating a new
detention area at South Moun-
tain Reservation with a dry de-
tention structure upstream of
Glen Avenue in Millburn could

result in a one- to two-foot re-
duction in WSE along the river in
Cranford. This study and analy-
sis are not complete.

An Echo Lake detention basin is
being considered to lessen the
WSE in Nomahegan Park and
Cranford. It was noted that any
detention work done upstream
would probably lower water lev-
els in Springfield, Millburn and
Cranford.

Following the presentation, Mr.
Aschenbach sounded hopeful
while Mr. Florio did not.

“I don’t want to hear about
analysis, feasibility studies, en-
vironmental-impact studies,
which can only be done after
applying for federal funding. The
studies won’t be done until 2014.
I want to hear about how many
homes we can save in Cranford
and other towns along the river.”

At the end of the session, Mr.
Aschenbach said, “In summary,
I think it was an excellent pre-
sentation with benefits. We have
a little more work to do. We’ll
need serious federal support.
These things are real for New
Jersey to make this a priority.”

Mr. Marsden thanked the Corps
and the NJDEP for the “excellent
presentation.”

Studies, Funding Needed to Reduce Flooding

Deadline to File for School
Board Is Tuesday

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially for Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

REGION – Candidates for local
school boards have until Tues-
day to file completed nominat-
ing petitions with either the lo-
cal school district business of-
fice or with the office of the
county clerk.

Nominating petitions can be
picked up at the Westfield Board

of Education (BOE) business of-
fice, 302 Elm Street; the
Mountainside BOE business of-
fice, located in Beechwood
School, 1497 Woodacres Drive;
from the Garwood BOE office at
Lincoln School, 400 2nd Avenue,
or from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood BOE business office at
Evergreen School, located at Ev-
ergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
in Scotch Plains.

Petitions need to be signed and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
GARWOOD – The borough’s

zoning board last Wednesday
unanimously denied an applica-
tion by Vincent and Veronica
Kearney of 306 Center Street to
add a second driveway on their
property and for permission not
to have a garage contrary to the
requirements of the borough’s
zoning ordinance.

The properties at 306 and 304
Center Street share a 12-foot
driveway, situated on the north
side of the Kearneys’ home,
which widens as it approaches
the shared garage in the rear of
the lots. The Kearneys wished to
add a private driveway on the
south side of their property, and
to not have a garage.

John Blake of Westfield, who is
a friend of the Kearneys, ap-
peared as counsel for the appli-
cants.

There is an order by the
Garwood Building Department
to demolish the garage, Board
Attorney Donald Fraser said, due
to its dilapidated condition.
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, who
recused herself from sitting on
the board for the application,
told The Westfield Leader there
is a tree growing through the
middle of the garage.

Sandra Sep, who was the ex-
ecutrix of the estate of Robert
Campbell, who owned 304 Cen-
ter Street, and is now deeded
the property, was opposed to
the application, her attorney,
Paul Barger, said.

Ms. Kearney had said Ms. Sep
harassed her and that Ms. Sep
refused to cooperate in the re-
pair of their shared driveway.
Because of the continued ha-
rassment, Ms. Kearney said, she
was seeking relief from having
to continue to deal with her

Garwood Zoning Board Denies
Second Driveway on Center Street

neighbor by adding a separate
driveway.

Mr. Blake reiterated that state-
ment and said Ms. Sep has not
picked up certified mail.

The board informed the appli-
cants that it is not the board’s
job to settle disagreements be-
tween neighbors but rather to
review hardships as they per-
tain to the property, weigh the
land detriments against the zon-
ing laws, and make a decision.

Board member Bill Nierstedt
said during board comments,
“It’s a shame personal animos-
ity has come to this point. Vari-
ances shouldn’t be sought be-
cause of personal animosity.
Variances go with the land…
There hasn’t been a single land-
related hardship presented by
either party.”

The board discussed the ex-
cessive amount of impervious
surface presently on the
Kearneys’ property, noting that
to add more with another drive-
way would further the non-con-
formance of a minimum of 60-
percent pervious surface. The
existing driveway would need to
remain for use by the tenant of
304 Center Street.

The board also agreed that a
one-car detached garage could
be erected on the property with-
out any issue.

The Kearneys both said a one-
car garage would not fit on the
property because pool equip-
ment would be in the way. Part
of the issue is an existing six-
foot easement from the prop-
erty line, which prevents a one-
car garage from being built in
the easement. Zoning Code Of-
ficial Victor Vinegra said a three-
foot easement could be allowed.

Garwood Republican council
candidate Carol Kearney, Vincent
Kearney’s mother, commented

to the board, “I can’t visualize
how, if forced to build a garage
at the rear of that property, if
they need to get their trucks in
and out of their driveway and
make that turn and into that
garage – what would they have
to get, a mini Cooper?”

Mr. Nierstedt said during board
comments, “You could certainly
install a garage in the backyard.
It would not in any way inflict
upon the location of the pool
equipment or the ability to have
a car with enough turning radius
to get into the garage. … There
is no hardship to install a new
garage… It is a conforming lot.
There is no reason why you can’t
have a conforming garage on

there.”
Mr. Nierstedt concluded his

statement by addressing Ms.
Sep. “I find it incongruous that
the attorney for the property
next door would not put his cli-
ent up for testimony. We sit here
as a board and have watched
her facial expressions and I don’t
appreciate that. I feel the board
is being used.”

Deciding not to have his client,
Ms. Sep, speak before the board,
Mr. Barger read a statement that
said she is amenable to paying
her fair share of repairing the
driveway and reconstructing a
garage.

Mr. Fraser said he offered to
mediate between both parties at
his office for free, and both par-
ties accepted.

Board Chairman Steve Greet
said during board comments,
“I’ve lived in Garwood now for
23 years. I have a shared drive-
way, and I have had three differ-
ent neighbors along the way.
Have we all gotten along amica-
bly? Certainly not, but you find a
way to make it work.”

Duffy Graduates from
U of New Hampshire
DURHAM, N.H. - The following

student graduated from the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire during
the Commencement Ceremony
held May 19.

Alanna Duffy of Cranford earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in An-
thropology.

delivered to Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi at 2 Broad Street,
Room 113, Elizabeth, N.J., by 4
p.m. this Tuesday, June 5. Peti-
tions also may be delivered to
the respective BOE business of-
fices by 4 p.m. on Monday, June
4, and they will be delivered to
the county clerk’s office.

Recent legislation allowed com-
munities to move their school
elections from the third Tuesday
in April to the General Election in
November. Doing so places the
district’s school board candidates
on the November ballot – but
eliminates the need to present
the proposed school budget to
voters as long as it remains at or
below the state’s 2-percent levy
cap. There are 468 school dis-
tricts that will have board mem-
ber elections in November 2012,
including 19 from Union County.

The full term for an elected
board member is three years.
However, in Westfield, due to
the resignation of Julia Walker
from the Westfield BOE in De-
cember, there also will be a one-
year term on the ballot to fill Ms.
Walker’s term.

Those Westfield school board
members whose terms are ex-
piring this year include Jane
Clancy, David Finn, Richard

Mattessich and Gretchan Ohlig.
Ms. Ohlig has announced her in-
tention to run for a full three-
year term, while Ms. Clancy has
decided that she will retire at the
end of this term, her sixth year
on the board.

The seats of Mountainside BOE
members Jeane Parker and Kate
Motz are up this year. They were
both appointed to the BOE in
October 2011 to replace Mary
Beth Schaumberg and Carolyn
Williams, both of whom resigned.

In Garwood the seats of Adele
Lewis, Russell Graham and Bar-
bara Greet are up for election.

The seats of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education
members Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse, the current BOE
president; Karen Kulikowski and
Betty Anne Woerner are expiring
this year. All are Scotch Plains
residents. No seats representing
Fanwood are up this year.

Board of Education members
are volunteers who are elected
by the public during the annual
school election, which will be held
this year on Tuesday, November
6, the date of the General Elec-
tion.

Prospective school-board can-
didates can obtain a New Jersey
School Boards Association
(NJSBA) “School Board Candi-
date Kit” at their local board
office. In addition to the nomi-
nating petition form, the kits in-
clude information about legal
qualifications for school-board
candidacy, campaign procedures
and the role of the school board
member. Information about the
New Jersey School Ethics Act,
important dates in the school
election process and frequently
asked questions for school board
candidates also are included in
the kit.

Probitas Verus Honos


