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COLANERI TOSSES 4-HITTER; DiFRANCESCO, GARGUILO WHACK  THREE HITS APIECE

Cougars Reject Raiders, 9-0, in Regular Season Baseball
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior pitcher Vinnie Colaneri
worked six innings and limited
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team to just four
hits, and Alex Plick pitched the
seventh inning, allowing one hit
to guide the Cranford Cougars to
a 9-0 victory at Memorial Field in
Cranford on May 1.

Colaneri (1-1), who walked two
and struck out three, received
some key performances from
some of his defensive players,
who smothered several line
drives.

“Everything was on today. My
curveball was nice. I was spot-
ting my changeup and fastball on
the outside corners. They were
chasing pitches, and we had good
defense. We did a good job to-
day,” Colaneri said.

“They played well today, which
they do all the time. They always
play good defense. He [Colaneri]
was in the strike zone, and we
didn’t really make too many ad-
justments to the speed of the
pitch. Any mistake we make they
are going to capitalize on. That’s
always the threat when you play
Cranford. We hit a lot of balls off
the end of the bat, but they made
plays, threw strikes and deserved
to win the game,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock said.

“Vinnie did a great job. He threw
pitches for strikes. He worked
quickly. He was efficient on the

mound, and he had command of
his pitches,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

Colaneri also worked in good
coordination with catcher Chris
Folinusz. “We had a pretty good

time when I was pitching. He
came out to give the umpire
some time, change up the signs
a little bit and [discuss] pick off
players a little bit,” Colaneri said.

“Vinnie does feel very comfort-

able with Chris, and Chris is do-
ing a nice job behind the plate
and offensively as well. Hats off
to Vinnie! He has waited a long

time for that spot and I was very
glad to see him get the quality
start that he did,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Leadoff hitter Eric Garguilo and
Andrew DiFrancesco led the Cou-

gars with three hits apiece in
their four plate appearances.
Garguilo scored twice and had an
RBI, while DiFrancesco added a
two-run double and an RBI single
in the 13-hit attack.

Sean McGovern went 2-for-2
with a walk, two runs scored and
an RBI. Tommy Trotter had a
double, a single and a walk and
scored twice. Folinusz crushed a
sole home run and added an RBI
sacrifice fly. Plick poked an RBI
single and scored twice. Sean
Feeney singled.

“Chris had a couple of good at-
bats where he hit the ball hard. A
couple of other kids contributed
as well. We are just trying to hit
one through nine to have pro-
ductive at-bats. Eric had three
hits, and the one that he got out
on may have been his best hit
he’s had all day. He had a good
offensive day,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

Ryan Henkels had two of the
10-7 Raiders five hits in three
plate appearances. Brad Alleman
and Frank Degnan each rapped a
double, and Anthony Krajscik
singled.

Chris Gibbons started on the
mound for the Raiders and lasted
until Alleman came in to relieve
him with one out remaining in
the fifth. Gibbons yielded 12 hits
and two walks.

The Raiders posed a threat early
in the top of the first when
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEGGING OUT THE THROW…Cougar Sean Feeney just beats out the throw to Raider Brad Alleman for a base hit
in the first inning as Cougar Coach Dennis McCaffrey looks on.
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Cougars Jolt Raiders, 9-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Alleman doubled to center and
Henkels hobbled an infield single
with two men out, but Colaneri
got help from centerfielder Ryan
Williamson, who hauled in a long
drive. Feeney and DiFrancesco
ripped one-out singles in the
bottom of the inning, but Gib-
bons got the next two batters to
line out.

The Raiders turned a catcher
Matt Ridge-to-first baseman
Alleman-to-shortstop Degnan
double play in the second inning.
In the third inning, Plick made a
diving snag at first base.

The Cougars scored twice in
the third inning. McGovern and
Garguilo singled, DiFrancesco
looped an RBI single and
Folinusz lofted an RBI sac fly to
center. DiFrancesco made the
third out when he attempted to
steal third but was gunned down
by Ridge.

In the fourth, Williamson made
a spectacular low diving grab
just above the highest blade of
grass then in the bottom of the
inning, four more Cougars
trampled the plate to make the
score, 6-0. Trotter drilled a lead-
off double and scored when Plick’s
grounder eluded the shortstop.
McGovern hopped an RBI single,
Garguilo singled, and
DiFrancesco hammered a two-
run ground-rule double that
hopped over the right field fence.

The Raiders had two runners
aboard via walks in the fifth, but
Trotter smothered a line drive
for the third out. Plick and
Garguilo punched RBI singles in
the bottom of the inning then
Folinusz capped off the scoring
with his solo blast over the leftfield
fence in the sixth.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 000 0 0
Cranford 002 421 x 9

Union County Boys & Girl Relays – Photos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING THE JOB AT THIRD…Raider third baseman Kevin Raszka, No.
34, completes the tag on Cougar Andrew DiFrancesco in the third inning at
Memorial Field in Cranford on May 1.
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UC Relays – by David B. Corbin
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UC Relays – by David B. Corbin
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee on Tuesday night gave
final approval to an ordinance
regulating the feeding of wildlife
on public and private property
while admitting that the enforce-
ment of the new law, particularly
the feeding of birds, will be some-
what vague.

The committee has been work-
ing on the ordinance, along with
some clarifying amendments, for
the past few months, in an effort
to balance the concerns of resi-
dents who favor more of an un-
fettered feeding of wildlife with
those of individuals who have
raised health and safety con-
cerns stemming from wildlife
feeding.

Several residents spoke at
Tuesday’s public hearing, with
most of the concerns centering
on whether residents would face
fines and other penalties for feed-
ing birds. The ordinance calls for
bird feeders to be at least four
feet off the ground, but ground
feeding – the spreading of feed on
the ground – also will be permit-
ted. However, Township Attorney
Phil Morin cautioned that if ground
feeding rises to an excessive level
that attracts rodents and other
“unwelcome” wildlife, it could lead
to possible penalties. But when
pressed for an example of what
might constitute excessive feed-
ing, Mr. Morin admitted several
times that there is “not a black-
and-white standard” and that the
ordinance does not have a “hard

and fast black line.” He said one
standard would be whether the
feeding creates a public nuisance,
which he said is defined as “a
violation of public health, safety
and welfare.”

One resident, for whom wildlife
feeding activities have been a
subject of contention with her
neighbors, raised the specter of
residents using the new ordi-
nance as a springboard to push
for other ordinances addressing
specific complaints about their
neighbors. “Any time someone’s
neighbor does something they
don’t like,” she said, “an ordi-
nance can be passed.” She said
the color of one’s house or too
many weeds in a yard might be
the next concern addressed in an
ordinance. The ordinance, she
said, “opens the door to that.”

Commissioner Lisa Adubato
Nesi said the ordinance was “pru-
dent for the community and for
the wildlife.” The committee ap-
proved the ordinance by a 4-1
vote, with Commissioner Edward
O’Malley voting against it, saying
that the town’s “serious issue
with deer and geese” was not
adequately addressed in the or-
dinance.

The committee will vote on the
2012 municipal budget at its
Tuesday, May 22 meeting, and
on Tuesday, amendments to the
$33.7-million spending plan were
approved that more clearly de-
fined some of the appropriations
and revenue figures, including a
Clean Communities grant,
$400,000 from the Payment in

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A borough coun-
cil committee has opted not to
recommend changing the bor-
ough ordinance regarding bor-
ough crossing guards to match

provisions in state legislation in-
troduced by two Trenton Repub-
lican lawmakers.

Republican Assemblypersons
Amy Handlin and Jay Webber
have talked of amending bill no.
132 they introduced in January

Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) program at
Cranford Crossing that allows lo-
cal governments to retain most
tax revenue from age-restricted
housing developments and an
additional $100,000 for the capi-
tal improvement fund to fund
town hall renovations.

Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins
said the amendments would
mean a slight reduction of
$227,000 in the total property-
tax levy of just over $21 million,
and a corresponding reduction in
the municipal tax increase from
4 percent to 2.96 percent.

The committee gave unanimous
approval to the $143,518 bud-
get for the Downtown District
Management Corp. (DMC), and a
few moments later, introduced
an ordinance changing the DMC’s
name to the Downtown Business
and Economic Development Of-
fice. Commissioner Adubato Nesi
said the DMC had requested the
change “to better reflect the pur-
pose and function of that organi-
zation.” The public hearing on
the ordinance will be held on
Tuesday, June 12.

At the start of the meeting,
members of Girl Scout Troop No.
40272 led the flag salute. Mayor
David Robinson presented two
retiring township employees,
Margaret Herzer and Kathryn
Washburn, with certificates of
appreciation for their service. And
in conjunction with Peace Offic-
ers Memorial Day on Tuesday,
May 15, the mayor issued a proc-
lamation declaring the week of
May 13-19 as Police Week.

*** Garwood Opts Not to Change Law for Crossing Guards ***
concerning eligibility for unem-
ployment insurance for certain
seasonal workers. The amend-
ment to the legislation would
term part-time school and po-
lice workers and other depart-
ments as seasonal workers, thus

making them unable to collect
unemployment.

The borough council’s police
committee, chaired by Council-
man Timothy Hak, said the com-
mittee is not recommending
changing the borough law right
now to mirror the
Assemblypersons’ intentions.
The borough’s crossing guards,
who are school part-time em-
ployees, came before the coun-
cil previously, stating their ob-
jection to losing unemployment
pay when they are off in the
summer.

Currently, the borough pays
unemployment to crossing
guards, who are considered part-
time workers. Councilwoman
Sara Todisco, a member of the
police committee, said the com-
mittee recommended waiting a
year to see how things pan out
in the state and review the out-
comes of other municipalities
that are changing labor laws.

“If we want to compensate our
crossing guards differently, then
let’s raise the pay,” said Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu, who sug-
gested having them not collect
unemployment in lieu of a higher
pay scale.

Council President Keith Sluka,
who also said he supports not
paying unemployment benefits
to borough crossing guards, said
there are two alternatives —
privatizing the crossing guards
or making them 12-month em-
ployees. “The committee doesn’t
think there is enough savings in
both of those,” Mr. Sluka said.

To privatize the crossing
guards, the borough would real-
ize a savings of some $10,000,
Ms. Todisco said, upon Council-
man Mathieu’s asking.

“Ten [thousand], and we’re not
doing it?” Mr. Mathieu re-
sponded.

Councilman Victor DeFilippo
said the children and parents
know the current crossing guards
and have a sense of safety with

them. “For the little bit of sav-
ings — you don’t know who you
are getting,” he said.

In other business, Mr. Hak said
this year’s bulk trash pick-up
permit would cost $125 per
household, up from $55 last
year. This year the service will
be handled privately and not by
borough employees as was done
last year. Officials said this is to
alleviate overtime, potential
worker’s compensation, and
wear and tear on the borough’s
vehicles. Mr. Hak recommended
that two to three households
pitch in on a permit to absorb
the price hike. Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma recom-
mended having bulk trash picked
up after the borough-wide yard
sale to be held Saturday and
Sunday, September 15 and 16.

Residents of The Pointe, a
newly built condominium com-
plex, again voiced their nega-
tive opinion of paying double
the taxes of the average tax-
payer in the borough, while also
having to pay extra for private
snow removal and garbage haul-
ing. The Pointe and the borough
are in the middle of litigation
concerning the matter of snow
removal and garbage pick-up.

On another matter, it was noted
that there is a prevalent rodent
problem on Willow Avenue home
properties due to the nearby
brook that is home to the ro-
dents, property owner Al
Dolconte told the governing
body. He asked the council what
measures the board of health is
taking and why a health inspec-
tor had entered the back yard of
his property without his knowl-
edge. Baits have been set in the
brook, Ms. Ariemma said, but
she said she would look into the
issue further.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli an-
nounced there would be a me-
morial service for deceased fire
department members on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

CF Committee OKs Wildlife Feeding Restrictions
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Two Local Students Chosen
For NJ All State Honor Choir

BRAVO…Dan Montealegre of Cranford and Conor Flood of Scotch Plains participated
in the 20th Annual New Jersey Junior High All State Honor Choir Concert held at the
J. P. Case Middle School in Flemington on May 5. Pictured, left to right, are: Dr. Lon
Beery, guest conductor of the Junior High All State Honor Choir, Conor and Dan.

FLEMINGTON – Dan
Montealegre of Cranford and
Conor Flood of Scotch Plains were
selected for and participated in
the 20th Annual New Jersey Jun-
ior High All State Honor Choir
Concert held at the J. P. Case
Middle School in Flemington on
May 5. The students were spon-
sored by Tom Pedas of Garwood,
their private voice teacher, and
were selected through competi-
tive auditions held in January.

“Not only were Dan and Conor
selected for this prestigious choir,
but Conor had the highest tenor
score in the state and Dan had
the highest bass 2 score in the
state. This is a huge honor and

accomplishment and I am very
proud of both of them,” Mr. Pedas
said.

The Honor Choir concert is an
annual event sponsored by the
American Choral Directors Asso-
ciation and the New Jersey Music
Educators Association and open
to public and private schools,
churches and private studios
throughout the state. This year’s
choir sang music in five different
languages including Latin,
French, and Korean. Highlights
of the concert were a Maori wel-
come song from New Zealand
sung in its native language, “It
Don’t Mean a Thing” by Duke
Ellington” and the spiritual “Walk

in Jerusalem.”
This year’s Junior High

Honor Choir was con-
ducted by nationally
known composer and con-
ductor, Dr. Lon Beery, of
New York. Dr. Beery pre-
viously taught music and
composition at Syracuse
University and the
Eastman School of Music
in Rochester and has pre-
viously directed All State
Honor Choirs in Connecti-
cut, Florida, New York,
Pennsylvania and Texas.
Of his experience in New
Jersey Dr. Beery said, “I
had a wonderful day work-
ing with the New Jersey
Junior High Honor Choir.
What great kids....and so
well prepared.”

To commemorate the
twentieth anniversary of
the honor choir concerts,
each student was pre-
sented with a medallion,
which they wore during
the concert.

passed an ordinance to assign a
restricted handicapped parking
space at 630 Willow Avenue.

Councilman Petruzzelli an-
nounced that eight bidders at-
tended a pre-bid meeting with
the borough on May 2 for the
building of the athletic field com-
plex. This is considerably lower
than the some 30 bidders who
attended the first pre-bid last
year, Ms. Ariemma added.

The borough had to resubmit
bid specifications after a bidder
had complained about how the
specs were initially written. The
site for the $2.1-million com-
plex was slated to break ground
this summer.

The council’s next meeting, on
Tuesday, May 15, is Student
Government Night. The meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — A committee of
three borough residents has be-
gun the process of recalling
Garwood Councilman Jim
Mathieu. The councilman,
elected to a three-year term in
November 2010, has caused a
storm locally for his actions from
allegations of harassment by
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
that is the subject of a lawsuit
against the mayor and borough
council to his questioning cross-
ing guards regarding unemploy-
ment benefits they collect dur-
ing summer months.

The committee includes Bruce
Paterson, Rosemary Snow and
Gene Jannotti. A petition seek-
ing an election to recall the coun-
cilman must be signed by 25
percent of registered voters in
Garwood as of the 2011 General
Election, meaning 674 of the

2,693 registered voters. If suc-
cessful, the recall election would
be held on the General Election
ballot on Tuesday, November 6.

Mr. Paterson said the deadline
to submit the petition with the
required signatures is August 5
with the process completed by
August 31 in order to make the
November 5 ballot.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchia
said the action to recall Mr.
Mathieu was made by residents
and not by the borough.

Ms. Ariemma, who published a
legal notice announcing the for-
mation of the recall committee
by the three residents, said a
recall election is a “daunting and
significant process.”

Mr. Jannotti said he hoped the
recall would be successful, but

Wednesday, May 16, at 8 p.m. at
the fire department headquar-
ters on South Avenue.

Ms. Todisco, the council’s fi-
nance committee chairwoman,
said the borough received $6,676
from the state’s Clean Communi-
ties grant.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said
a meeting was held last week
regarding Garwood joining the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce. “It could work really well
for Garwood,” she said. Some resi-
dents in Garwood had been work-
ing to reinstate a chamber of com-
merce  for the borough, but the
effort had been stalled.

The council also unanimously

even if it fails he hoped the effort
would “send a statement to
Councilman Mathieu to correct
his behavior.”

Once the petition is presented,
Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi has 10 days to verify
signatures and determine if it is
in compliance with state law. If
approved, Mr. Mathieu or any-
one else wishing to challenge
the election official’s decision
would have to do so in writing
within 10 days of approval of the
petition. Subsequently, deci-
sions on contested petitions can
be appealed to state Superior
Court.

When reached for comment
Tuesday by The Westfield
Leader, Mr. Mathieu said, “I am
standing up for I believe in and
I am standing up for the taxpay-
ers” and that he was “willing to
face a recall” in that regard.

Garwood Crossing Guards
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Process to Recall Mathieu Begins in Gwd Garwood/Cranford News
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