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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s over thought the faculty –
Not yet! It’s over now… No, it’s
not. Who’s going to win? Who are
those men who celebrated vic-
tory at halftime? This was the
scenario when the Cranford High
School class of 2012 raced to a
66-60 victory in an exciting
fourth-quarter rally over the fac-
ulty on March 22.

However, the real spirited event
of the evening came when a large
contingent of Cougar football
players and coaches took center
stage before a jubilant crowd
and received their North Jersey,
Section 2 Group 3 championship
rings at halftime.

“When they tell you winning
the state championship is going
to feel great, and they’re right,
but it feels even better than they
could even describe. And the
same thing with, ‘Wait until you
get your ring, it’s going to be
great,’ that’s even better. It’s
indescribable, feels better than I
ever imagined, a great accom-
plishment that I ever thought
would be and I’m just so happy
for the kids and the staff,” said
Head Football Coach Erik
Rosenmeier, who added, “When
you look at it, for some schools it
happens fairly often. For us, it’s
the first time since 1957. I’m
having problems putting it into
words on how it feels, but the
kids, seeing them so happy time
and time again even though it’s

March. It hasn’t lost any of its
luster, and I’m sure for the rest
of their lives, whenever they get
together with their rings, that
feeling will come back. I know it’s
going to come back for me. I’m
proud and happy of what they

have done.”
When asked to describe the

road to success, Rosenmeier said,
“It’s been paved through the fail-
ures of teams in the past. I don’t
want it to sound harsh, they tried
as hard as they could, but we

knew. I talked to last year’s team
about being bridge builders. Even
though we were out of the play-
offs, they continued to play hard,

COUGAR GRIDDERS RECEIVE NORTH JERSEY SECTION 2, GROUP 3 CHAMPIONSHIP RINGS

Cougar Students Win Annual Student/Faculty B’Ball Game
including the consolation game.
[Sean] Trotter played his last
game hurt. ‘Why are you doing
that, you have to play basket-
ball?’ Because he knew, it’s build-
ing a bridge, a bridge towards
success and being successful. We

had to overcome some demons.
We felt we had to beat Rahway.
We didn’t get Summit, but the
Summit game was a lesson in
championship football. We were
7-0, thought we were playing

well. They showed us that we
had to take it to the next level.
We played championship defense
after that and the offense contin-
ued to play well. Dominating per-
formances in the last three
games. It was needed in order to
win the championship.”

The basketball game could be
easily paralleled to the ongoing
GOP race. One side got the jump,
maintained it’s clear front-run-
ner advantage, the other side
surging back with an offensive
rally in the second half.

A spirited faculty, confident that
they have the skills that will over-
throw those young Cougar kit-
tens, showed promise as they
gloated to a 18-16 first quarter
advantage. Conversely, more
than 35 students with a not-to-
be-counted out determination
looked to overtake the front-run-
ners, but no concessions were
made as the faculty’s resolve
hammered out a, 24-14 pound-
ing in the second quarter.

What initially seemed to be a
lock for a confident faculty –
projected winners at the end of
the first half mark with a 42-30
lead, “The Dean of Admission,”
faculty team captain Gary

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP RINGS…The Cranford Cougar football team received their North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 championship rings during halftime of the student/faculty basketball game on March 22. See more photos at
www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.
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Students Wear Out Faculty; Gridders Get Rings
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sorrentino said, “We have some
young pups of our own and some
old crafty veterans. Nice mix for
us. In the second half, they can
expect more of the same. More
fire more brimstone.”

Senior student Morgan Miller
commented, “I think we did well;
we just need to get back on
defense, because the teachers
had the majority of their points
on fast breaks.”

In the third quarter, the stu-
dent machine dug in to deny
their opponent the nomination.
While the faculty’s 3-point vol-
leys missed the target, the stu-
dents seized possession and won
the quarter, 15-9.

Trailing, 51-45, the students

poured on the youth to wear out
the fading faculty. Miller (1,000-
point career scorer) pumped in
back-to-back 3-point bombs that
broke the faculty’s will. The stu-
dents ruled the quarter, 21-9,
and occupied the winners’ spot,
breaking up a five-year faculty
reign. The series record however
still favors the faculty 9-6.

“We had a lot of excitement
and a lot of energy. Miller how-
ever came in there and sunk
two three’s for them. They took
that momentum and kept go-
ing. We had a mix of teachers
from all departments, all areas
of the school, and it’s great to
come together and share. It’s a
great tradition and everyone

gets the credit for it. It’s lots of
fun,” said girls soccer coach Jen
Michewicz.

“You saw the moves out there.
I was very close to dunking a few
times. I’m as smooth as any
basketball player out there, al-
though I spent most of my time
on the mat. This is a sport that
anyone can pick up. You need a
hoop and a ball or just nail a
basket to a telephone pole. But
that right there would be a warm-
up for our [wrestling] team. This
would not even be a sweat for
our kids. You saw the dunk, I was
very close, boasted wrestling
Head Coach Pat Gorman.
Students 16 14 15 21 66
Faculty 18 24   9   9 60

See More Student/Faculty Photos – Photo Library
12mar22-cr-stud-fac

See story and photos on page 14

In The Westfield Leader newspaper
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Success in a program draws
attention, and the success of the
Cranford High School baseball
team over the years has gotten
two of Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey’s assistants promoted
to head coaching jobs at other
schools, which has opened the
door for some familiar faces with
a Cranford background to fill in
the vacancies.

“We are very exited about this
upcoming year. Angel Naverette,
Brian Weingart and Ryan Matlosz
have been with the program for
years. They bring a great deal
of experience, and they have
had a lot of success in the past
as players and coaches,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

All three have been standouts
in the Cougar baseball system.
Naverette played on the 1997
team, while Matlosz and
Weingart played on the State
Champion 1999 team.

“They definitely know the sys-
tem. They played through the
system. Fortunately, they were
able to win a number of cham-
pionships. It worked out well. I
am fortunate to work with them
each day,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

Last year, the Cougars won
their seventh Union County
Tournament title and finished
20-5, but as with every year,
because of graduation, the
quest is to find the right combi-
nation to fill the vacant varsity
positions.

“We are still trying to work
out a lot of kinks. We really
need to work on our offense,
defense and our pitching. It’s a
work in progress. We are hop-

ing to continue to get better each
day and try to make it so we are
competitive in each game that
we play,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Senior Kurt Rutmayer and jun-
ior Ryan Williamson have been
very successful on the mound in
the past and expect to be so this
season. When not on the mound,
Williamson will play centerfield,
and Rutmayer will play first base.

Junior Chris Folinusz will also be
seen on the mound when not
catching or playing first base.

“They certainly have been able
to put a lot of hard work in the
program. We are hoping that they
will be able to have a successful
year,” Coach McCaffrey com-
mented.

The Cougars have several addi-
tional candidates vying for the

RUTMAYER, WILLIAMSON STRONG ON MOUND; FEENEY, FOLINUSZ, DiFRAN’ WITH BATS

Cougar Baseballers Looking To ‘Work Out All the Kinks’
pitching spots with juniors Alex
Plick, Matt DiMartino and George
Georgodis, sophomore Tyler
Davis and freshman Eric
Donohue, along with senior Vinnie
Colaneri.

“In this program, we have never
said that we have a number one
pitcher. We want the kids to think
that they are the number one
pitcher when they go out there.
Everyone is fighting for playing
time. There are a number of kids
who are working on the mound.
There are a number of kids who
are playing different positions

out in the field, so we are hoping
that we can put it together,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

Junior Andrew DiFrancesco,
who had a .450 batting average
last year, is expected to play
leftfield. Sophomore Tommy
Trotter will find time in
centerfield, while junior John
Armstrong and senior Sean
McGovern will occupy right.

“Andrew had a great year. He is
a hard-working player. Really
puts a lot of time in the fall and in
the winter to get ready for this
spring,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Junior Sean Feeney, in his
third year as a starter, had a
.500 batting average last year
and has shifted from third base
to shortstop.

“He played behind Sean Trot-
ter, who had an unbelievable
career for us. We are hoping
that will be a smooth transition
for him,” coach McCaffrey said.

Senior Eric Garguilo will play
second, and three candidates,
DiMartino, Georgodis and
Donohue, are vying for the third
base position. Plick could see
some time at first. Sophomore
Sam Sheer may find time be-
hind the plate.

“I am not really confident with
our infield, our outfield, our
pitching or our hitting yet. We
need to put a lot of time in the
field. We need to get ourselves
strong mentally off the field as
well. So we have a long way to
go,” Coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougars open at home
with Union on April 3 at 4 p.m.
then will travel to Scotch Plains
to play the Raiders on Thurs-
day, April 5.

“We literally try to take the
approach of one game at a
time. We don’t look ahead. I
ask the kids not to do it, so I
don’t do it,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING OUT THE KINKS…This year’s Cranford Cougar baseball team is trying to work out all the kinks. Seniors
pictured, left to right, are: Kyle Frank, Sean McGovern, Eric Garguilo, Kurt Rutmayer and Vinnie Colaneri.Probitas Verus Honos

See Pre-Season Baseball Story
In The Westfield Leader newspaper
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior leadership with plenty
of experience across the board
puts this year’s Cranford High
School girls track & field team
high on the list for top honors in
Union County (UC), conference
and sectional meets.

“We have a lot of returning
seniors. Our girls are lead-
ers by their actions. They
are excited about getting
going. They have seen and
tasted that success with
championships that we
have won since they have
been here in their fresh-
men, sophomore and jun-
ior seasons. They are look-
ing to continue that and
show the young girls that
we aren’t done yet,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Pete Kane
said.

Last year, the Lady Cou-
gars won the UC Mountain
Division and the UC Indi-
vidual titles. Additionally,
the Cougars finished sec-
ond in the UC Relays, third
in their section and fifth in
the Group 3 meet, but this
year the Cougars are hun-
gry for more.

“Our goal is if they are
offering a trophy, we want
to win it. We set our goals
high to win. We finished
second to Union in the
county relays, but I think
that we are very spread
out and diverse. We have
depth in all of our events
in the field that we can
give anybody a run,” Coach
Kane said.

Several seniors, Rebecca
Shimonov, Gillian Burke,
Megan Schetelich and
Kristen VanBenschoten,
will harvest points, but jun-

ior Bryanna Grant will scoop
points in huge chunks.

“Bryanna will definitely be a
big individual on relays and when
we get to the individual season
of the counties and the states.
Brianna can do multiple things
in multiple events, and she’s got
great people around her in
Regine Hunter, Rebecca

Shiminov, Ashley McGuire,
Gil l ian Burke and Megan
Schetelich. They can all contrib-
ute as a relay squad and as
individuals,” Coach Kane said.

Grant, Hunter and Burke offer
an ominous 1-2-3 punch in the
triple jump. Last year, the trio
set a UC Relay meet record in
the event with a combined dis-

GRANT, SHIMONOV, SCHETELICH, BURKE EXPECTED TO REAP POINTS IN MANY EVENTS

Lady Cougar Tracksters Say That They Are Not Done Yet
tance of 104-5. Grant took first
in the event in the sectional and
Group 3 meets and qualified for
the Meet of Champions (MOC).
Hunter also qualified for the MOC
in the event. The trio may also
compete in the long jump and
high jump.

Hunter, a junior, McGuire, a
sophomore, and Burke will com-

pete in the sprints. Grant and
Shimonov could compete in the

100-hurdles, while Burke,
McGuire, Shimonov, Schetelich
and sophomores Laura Van Horn

and Jenna Ellenbacher may
compete in the 400-
hurdles. Grant, the Cou-
gars’ top pole vaulter, will
be joined by McGuire and
freshman Erin Meixner.

Van Horn, Ellenbacher,
Schetelich are in the mix
of girls competing in the
400 meters and 4x400 re-
lay. Senior Megan Byrnes
will lead a pack in the 800
and 1,600 meters, and jun-
ior Katia Oltmann is the
prime runner in the 3,200
meters.

Last year, VanBenschoten
was the UC discus cham-
pion with a toss of 104-1
and later qualified for the
MOC with a toss of 114-1.5
at the Group 3 meet. This
past winter, she broke the
Cranford High School
record in the shot put when
she took first at the Union
County Indoor meet.

“She has such a great
work ethic. She is so
coachable. She works with
[coaches] Mike Dow and
Kerry Drexler in the throws.
She is ready to go. She
cannot wait to get started,”
Coach Kane said.

Junior Aaron Wichelns will
also compete in the shot
put, while senior Rebecca
Haupt and sophomore Alex
Krowicki will compete in
the discus. Krowicki will
also toss the javelin.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT DONE YET…After successive successful seasons, this year’s Cranford Cougar girls track & field team feel better things are yet
to come. The Lady Cougars have an experienced, senior group with a number of talented underclassmen.

See story and photo on page 16

In The Westfield Leader newspaper
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UNDEFEATED ICERS…The Cranford Hockey Club Squirt AA team completed
a hugely successful season by winning the CanAm Squirt tournament in Lake
Placid, NY this past weekend. This e squad competed this season in the highest level
Squirt Division in the state of New Jersey. The squad went undefeated.

Jersey Gators Make Splash
At N.J. Junior Olympics

The Jersey Gators swim team,
based in Cranford, made an im-
pressive showing at the New Jer-
sey Junior Olympics held at
Rutgers University from March
16 through 18, taking home 32
medals. Seventeen Gators, ages
11-18, competed.

Eight swimmers competed in
the age 11-12 group. Isabella
DeSimone, Shayna Hollander and
Emily Wilson from Cranford, and
Gracie Benn from South Orange,
finished third in the 200-freestyle
and 200-medley relay.

DeSimone achieved personal best
(PB) times in the 50 and 100-
butterfly, 100-individual medley,
50-backstroke and 100-freestyle.
Hollander achieved PBs and placed
first the 50 and 100-backstroke
and 50-freestyle), third in 100-
freestyle, and in the top-10 in three
other events. Wilson achieved PBs
in six events (50-breaststroke, 50,
100 and 200-butterfly, and 50 and
100-freestyle).

David Lindros (Westfield)
achieved PBs in nine events and
placed first in the 50-butterfly),
second in the 50 and 100-back-
stroke, third in the 100-individual

medley), and in the top-10 in five
events. Tyler Daniskas
(Fanwood) achieved a PB in the
100-backstroke.

Ages 13-14: Julie Byrne, Ashley
Cave and Kayla Piatkowski from
Cranford, and Stephanie Judge
from Scotch Plains, competed in
the 400-medley relay. Byrne
achieved PBs in five events, and
placed first in the 100-backstroke,
second in 200-backstroke), third
in 100 and 200-butterfly and 200-
individual medley), and in the top-
10 in one event. Cave competed in
the 100 and 200-breaststroke.
Judge achieved a PB in the 200-
butterfly. Piatkowski competed in
the 100-breaststroke.

Matthew Kaczynski (Cranford)
achieved PBs in every event, and
placed in the top-10 in the 50
and 100-freestyle. John Lindros
(Westfield) achieved PBs in eight
events, and placed first in 100
and 200-freestyle), third in 500-
freestyle and 200-individual
medley), and in the top-10 in
three events. Jack Rose
(Westfield) achieved PBs in four
events, and placed in the top-10
in the 100-breaststroke.

Jersey Gators Swim Team of Cranford

Feeney Earns First in
Essay Competition

PHILADELPHIA, Penn. - Jill
Feeney of Cranford, a student at
Saint Joseph’s University’s Haub
School of Business recently earned
first place in the Delaware Valley
Risk Management and Insurance
Society’s (RIMS) annual college
essay competition. Feeney was
awarded a $1,000 scholarship.

All entrants were asked to re-
spond to a question regarding so-
cial media’s impact on risk man-
agement. The contest is hosted by
RIMS each year in an effort to
encourage student involvement
in the society.

Student Architecture Exhibit
At Union County College

CRANFORD – The public is in-
vited to view the “2012 Architec-
ture Student Exhibit” in the
Tomasulo Gallery at Union County
College open now until April 28.

Since the semester began in
January, Dori Vicente of the Engi-
neering/Technology/Architecture
Department, has been working
with her students to develop their
works or use projects for the ex-

hibit. Student work includes draw-
ings, computer renderings, and
models from their architecture stu-
dio courses.

An Artists’ Reception will be held

from 4-6 p.m. on Friday, March
30, in the Tomasulo Gallery. The
students participating in the show
are: Roman Smishkewych of
Cranford; Natalia Yanez of
Carteret; Jaime Montano, Johnny
Soriano, Petronio Romero, Hector
Vaca, Guilianna Rodriquez,
Kimberlinne Romero, and Mark
Sidholm, all of Elizabeth; Jerson
Valderrama, Andres Fajardo and
William Heyward, all of Linden;
Jerome Bailey of Plainfield; Michelle
Ghanime, Bryan Smith, Maceij
Samulak, Xavier DeJesus, Nermina
Redzic, and Jerdain Forbes, all of
Union; Shanette Kinard of Rahway;
Jorge Hildago of Roselle; David
Jaramillo of Roselle Park; David A.
Williams of Vauxhall; and Juan
Mera of Scotch Plains.

The Tomasulo Gallery is located
on the first floor of the Kenneth C.
MacKay Library on the College’s
Cranford campus, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue. Gallery hours
are 1-4 p.m. Monday – Thursday,
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Saturday, and
6 -9 p.m. on Tuesday – Thursday.

For more information on the gal-
lery, please call (908) 709-7155.

STUDENT EXHIBIT…Union County College will host the “2012 Architecture
Student Exhibit” in the Tomasulo Gallery open until Saturday, April 28.
Pictured above is “Cultural Center” by Hector Vaca of Elizabeth.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Union County Re-
publicans on Saturday gave the
party line in the Tuesday, June 5,
Primary Election to two-term
Congressman Leonard Lance
from the Seventh District by a
139-16 vote over businessman
David Larsen.

Delegates also gave the Re-
publican Party organizational line
to former Massachusetts Gover-
nor Mitt Romney for president;
to Monmouth County state Sena-
tor Joseph Kyrillos for United
States Senate; and to Middlesex
County businessman Eric Beck in
the race for Congress from the
12th Congressional District. Also,
Diane Barabas of Westfield, Chris
Nowak of Cranford and Stephen

Kozlovich of Union were selected
to run for three seats on the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

The 90-minute convention drew
216 delegates to Orange Avenue
School in Cranford. Among the
highlights of the morning were
statements by Rep. Lance and
Mr. Larsen, who Mr. Lance de-
feated in a four-candidate field
Primary in 2010.

“It would be foolish of me to
expect that you would give me
the line because we all know how
party politics work,” Mr. Larsen
said. “America is heading in the
wrong direction. Well, you have
a clear choice to change the di-
rection of America on June 5
(Primary Election.)”

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough resident
Angelo Alimonte asked the bor-
ough council Tuesday night why
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli is
receiving $22,000 in healthcare
benefits. Mr. Alimonte stated his
opposition to paying benefits to
council members and the mayor.

The borough needs to “prevent
this from happening again” by
creating an ordinance, Mr.
Alimonte said. “Our community
is too small to pay medical bills
for the council and mayor,” he
said.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi told
The Westfield Leader that Coun-
cilman Petruzzelli is the sole coun-
cil member to receive benefits.
He is the longest serving
councilperson and is in his sec-
ond term. Though amendments

to state law prohibit the practice,
he has been grandfathered to
receive medical benefits from the
borough. His $22,000-per-year
benefits include medical, eye-
glasses and dental insurance.
Should he run for mayor, or oth-
erwise have his council tenure
interrupted, he would lose those
benefits, the mayor said.

After hearing rumors that they
could lose their unemployment
benefits, the borough’s crossing
guards also appeared before the
council at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing. The guards had heard from
Councilman Jim Mathieu that a
council committee had been dis-
cussing ways to reduce the mu-
nicipal budget by looking at un-
employment benefits given to
the guards. Some of the crossing
guards said they felt that Mr.
Mathieu asking them questions

about their jobs was invasive.
Linda Canear, a crossing guard

for 20 years, said Mr. Mathieu
came to her corner and asked
her about her unemployment
benefits. “In 20 years, nobody
has come to my corner,” she
said.

“Nobody should be coming to
you. A councilperson should take
it up with the police chief or
police commissioner,” the mayor
responded.

“What I wanted to do was get
your [Mrs. Canear] opinion. I
was a little surprised to find out
later on that you felt intimidated
by me,” Mr. Mathieu said. “Chief
[Bruce] Underhill said I could not
talk to you. I was basically threat-
ened with arrest by talking to
you. I think that is basically
wrong. You are my constituents
… and I want to hear what you
have to say. … I’m not going to
stop talking to people. … Put me
in jail if you want to.”

“I never threatened to arrest
him,” Police Chief Underhill told
The Leader. “He violated Title 40
by speaking to my employees.”

“He is not allowed to speak to
them about the terms and condi-
tions of their employment con-
tract,” Chief Underhill added.

Several crossing guards spoke
of their right to collect unem-
ployment benefits when their ser-
vices are not needed while school
is out for the summer.

Crossing guard Rosemary Snow
said, “Regarding the unemploy-
ment benefits for our crossing
guards, I have called the
governor’s office and spoke to
one of his aides and he said ‘yes,
you can collect unemployment.’
I called the unemployment office
and they said we can collect be-

Garwood Resident Questions
Petruzzelli’s $22,000 Benefits

GOP Picks Kyrillos, Lance;
Names Freeholder Candidates

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader
GOP ENDORSEMENTS...State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
speaks on behalf of Mitt Romney for president at the Union County Republicans
Convention on Saturday at Orange Avenue School in Cranford. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Westfield Councilman James Foerst, Scotch Plains Republican
Chairman Bill McClintock, Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th), 12th Congressional District candidate Eric Beck, Kenilworth
Mayor Kathi Fiamingo and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield).

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DON’T TOUCH OUR BENEFITS…Garwood crossing guards attend Tuesday’s
Garwood Borough Council meeting to address rumors they might lose unem-
ployment benefits during summer months when they are not working. CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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GW Resident Questions Petruzzelli
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

GOP Picks Kyrillos, Lance, Freeholder Candidates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

He said he has run a successful
business for 35 years where he
has maintained a payroll, bal-
anced a budget and created jobs.
Mr. Larsen said the Affordability
Care Act, dubbed Obamacare,
would “crush families when busi-
nesses they work for shut down
because of the costs of regula-
tions.”

“My opponent voted for fund-
ing of Obamacare,” Mr. Larsen
said, referring to Mr. Lance. Mr.
Larsen said he would use his
business experience “to fuel job
creation” and “defund and repeal
Obamacare.” In addition, Mr.
Larsen said he would work to
eliminate the “burdensome red
tape” and regulations “that hinder
American production and hinder
the American spirit.”

He accused Mr. Lance of hiring
“spin doctors” to deceive GOP
voters that Mr. Lance is a conser-
vative in a realigned district that
is now more conservative.

“It is time that we nominate a
candidate who will deliver con-
servative victories in Washing-
ton and be a true, trusted con-
servative voice,” Mr. Larsen said
of his candidacy.

In response, Mr. Lance said he
has voted to cut current spend-
ing, cap future spending and in
support of a balanced budget
amendment in Washington.

“I am a vigorous opponent of
Obamacare. I voted against it. I
voted to repeal it entirely. I have
voted to defund it time and time
again,” Mr. Lance told delegates.
The Congressman also said he
supports building the Keystone
Pipeline as one of the solutions to
lower gasoline prices.

 Delegates also heard speeches
from supporters of Mr. Romney,
Texas Congressman Ron Paul and
former House Speaker Newt
Gingrich in their quest for the
GOP nomination for president.
No one spoke on behalf of former
Pennsylvania U.S. Senator Rick

Santorum.
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,

Westfield), speaking on behalf of
Mr. Romney, said, “This election
is about electing a leader who
knows how to lead. Everything
Mitt Romney has done he has
done successfully,” from running
businesses and creating jobs to
turning around the U.S. Olym-
pics to his governorship of Mas-
sachusetts.

State Senator Michael Doherty
(R-23, Hunterdon), speaking on
behalf of Mr. Paul, said Mr. Paul
“has raised some very important
issues about the Federal Reserve,
about following the Constitution,
about getting a declaration of
war” from Congress before the
nation goes to war.

Meanwhile, a speaker on behalf
of Mr. Gingrich, commented that
Mr. Gingrich is “the only bold
conservative in this race.”

Sen. Kyrillos, who was given
the Union County GOP line over
challenger Joseph Rullo of
Lakehurst, said since Sen. Rob-
ert Menendez (D-N.J.) took of-
fice in 2007 the nation’s unem-
ployment rate has doubled and
the national debt has quadrupled
to $8 trillion, while gas prices
have gone from $2.50 per gallon
to close to $4 per gallon in New
Jersey.

“I am going to be a very differ-
ent kind of senator,” Sen. Kyrillos
said, noting he would vote to
lower individual federal tax rates
by “taking out the loopholes and
deductions,” among other cam-
paign initiatives.

Mr. Rullo said he was the “con-
servative alternative” to Sen.
Kyrillos. “I am a businessman. I
am not in office, but I am an
operative,” he said.

Mr. Rullo said he would focus on
bringing manufacturing, research
and technology to New Jersey to
help lower unemployment and
foreclosure rates. He said he sup-
ports building military bases on

U.S. borders while deporting ille-
gal aliens out of New Jersey and
closing check cashing businesses
“so they can’t take the money
and send it overseas.”

Following the redrawing of Con-
gressional lines, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood have been moved into
the 12th Congressional District
currently represented by Rep. Rush
Holt (D). Republican candidate for
the seat, business owner Eric Beck
of Middlesex County, said the Gen-
eral Election this year boils down
to a “federal government that re-
spects the Constitution and is a
true partner to the private sector”
versus “the vision of President
Obama and Rush Holt, where we
pretend to guarantee equal out-
comes with no costs, no risks, no
personal responsibility and ulti-
mately no results.”

cause we pay into unemploy-
ment.”

Diane Cirillo said, “The law is
we can collect this. We don’t
know why this subject was
brought up by council at all. I was
a crossing guard for 22 years and
this has never come up.”

“I think there are misconcep-
tions,” the mayor said. “There
are special laws that do regulate
crossing guards. Crossing guards
are not seasonal. They are part-
time workers. According to the
law in the State of New Jersey,
you are ready and willing to work
and when there is no work, you
are entitled to unemployment.
For me, nothing will change until
the laws of the State of New
Jersey change.”

“As a crossing guard we have to
make sure each and every day
we are on the corners, that our
children go to school safely and
go home safely. We are not there

to take abuse by anyone. Our
responsibility is the children first.
We don’t want more abuse,” Ms.
Snow said.

Resident Fred McCarick said,
“This, with the school crossing
guards, is uncalled for. This
should have never been made
public by the councilman.”

In other business, the council
approved the hiring of Timothy
Delgado as a laborer for the De-
partment of Public Works, re-
placing retired laborer William
Pervarnik.

The council will present its pub-
lic hearing on the borough’s bud-
get on Tuesday, April 10, at 7:30
p.m. With the local Policemen’s
Benevolent Association’s nego-
tiations still ongoing, the budget
under review includes the maxi-
mum increase the arbitrator has
discussed in private meetings,
Council President Keith Sluka
said.

Cranford Puts Off Action on
Limiting Feeding of Wildlife

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — After receiving
comments from residents con-
cerned about the scope of a
proposed ordinance that would
sharply limit the feeding of wild-
life on public and private prop-
erty, the township committee
on Tuesday night put off a vote
on the ordinance so that its
language could be more closely
examined and fine-tuned.

At its regular meeting on Tues-
day, the township committee
was set to vote on the ordi-

nance, which would “prohibit
the feeding of unconfined wild-
life in or on any public or private
property” in an effort to “pro-
tect public health, safety and
welfare.” But Commissioner Lisa
Adubato-Nesi said committee
members had received “a num-
ber of comments” from resi-
dents over the past few weeks
expressing concerns about the
ordinance, leading the govern-
ing body to agree to put off
formal action until Tuesday,
April 10.

Several residents also ex-
pressed their concerns at
Tuesday’s meeting, with a Holly
Street resident saying that the
ordinance, if enacted, would
mean that, “I can’t do what I
want on my own property.” She
raised the notion of residents
being fined for feeding birds.

Ms. Adubato-Nesi said while
bird feeding is specifically per-
mitted in the ordinance, she
was “troubled about the pri-
vate-property issue.” She added
that she felt “the ordinance it-
self is necessary” and that
“these types of ordinances are
very, very common in New Jer-
sey.” Last month, Ms. Adubato-
Nesi said the ordinance was
aimed primarily at curbing the
feeding of deer, a practice she
said had led to other wildlife,
including foxes, coming into
residential neighborhoods. This
week she also noted the impact
on storm-water runoff from in-
creased wildlife activity in neigh-
borhoods.

In other business, the commit-
tee, by a 4-1 vote, approved an
ordinance setting this year’s
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Calvary Lutheran to Offer
Holy Week-Easter Services
CRANFORD – The solemn sea-

son of Lent will draw to a close
and the joyous celebration of
Easter will begin with worship
services next week at the Cal-
vary Lutheran Church, located
at 108 Eastman Street in
Cranford. The public is invited
to all services.

Palm Sunday Services of Holy
Communion on April 1 at 8:30
and 10:30 a.m. will mark the
beginning of Holy Week. Com-
memorating Jesus’ triumphal
entry into Jerusalem, these wor-
ship services also will offer medi-
tation on Jesus’ passion and
death. Seasonal music presented
by Calvary’s adult and youth
choirs will be accompanied by
organ, piano and trumpet.

Maundy Thursday services will
be offered at 1:15 and 7:30
p.m. on April 5. These worship
services will feature absolution
and Holy Communion. The
evening service also will in-
clude the stripping of the altar
in preparation for Good Friday.
Seasonal music will be accom-
panied by organ and at the
evening service by violin.

On Good Friday, April 6, the
solemnity of the day will be
observed at 7:30 p.m. with a
Tenebrae Service of shadows
and darkness. The church’s
Calvary Choir and Bell Choir
will provide music, with organ
and flute accompaniment.

The joyous observance of Eas-
ter will arrive on Sunday, April
8, with Festival Services of Holy
Communion at 8:30 and 10:30
a.m. Each service will offer a
full liturgy with instrumental
and choral seasonal music and
favorite Easter hymns accom-
panied by organ, piano, trum-
pet and flute. Calvary’s Adult
and Hand Bell Choirs will lead
music.

The Reverend Carol A. Lind-
say, Calvary’s pastor, will lead
all worship services. Music will
be under the leadership of
Jeanne Elmuccio, Calvary’s di-
rector of music and organist.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, serving the Cranford-
Westfield area and surround-
ing communities for 82 years.

Trinity Episcopal Reveals
Schedule For Holy Week

CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue at the corner of North
and Forest Avenues in Cranford,
invites everyone to celebrate Holy
Week with its congregation. The
Reverend Dr. Gina Walsh-Minor,
rector, will celebrate all services.
The Holy Week service schedule
is as follows:

Palm Sunday will be observed
on April 1. Mass will be celebrated
at 8 a.m. (Holy Eucharist Rite I
Liturgy) and 10 a.m. (Holy Eu-
charist Rite II Liturgy) with cho-
ral singing.

On Monday, April 2, Holy Eu-
charist will be celebrated with
Rite II at 7 p.m., featuring a quiet
evening Liturgy Mass.

On Tuesday, April 3, a Healing
Service Liturgy and Holy Eucha-
rist will be held at 7 p.m. This
meditative Liturgy offers prayers,
supplication and intercessions to
those in need and includes the
laying on of hands as well as the
celebration of Holy Eucharist.

On Wednesday, April 4, a
Tenebrae service will take place
at 7 p.m., featuring readings of
Scripture and psalms and the
gradual extinguishing of the
candles and other lights in the
church until only a single candle,
considered a symbol of Christ,
remains.

Maundy Thursday will be ob-
served on April 5 beginning at 7
p.m. It will commence with the
ritual of hand washing and foot
washing, followed by an Agape
meal where participants will con-
tinue in the Breaking of the Bread
and Sharing the Cup – a celebra-
tion of Holy Eucharist. At the close
of this service, the altar will be
stripped and the Blessed Sacra-
ment placed in the Reserve Tab-

ernacle in Witherington Chapel.
Those who wish to stay, pray and
keep the vigil may do so.

In commemoration of Good Fri-
day on April 6, Trinity Church will
remain open for prayer, medita-
tion and reflection from noon to
3 p.m. The Good Friday Liturgy
at 7 p.m. will include readings of
the Passion according to St. John,
praying the Solemn Collects and
with the distribution of Holy Com-
munion that is held in the re-
serve tabernacle. The service will
conclude in silence.

On Sunday, April 8, Easter will
be celebrated at 8 a.m. (Holy
Eucharist Rite I) with Music and
at 10 a.m. (Holy Eucharist Rite
II) with Choir.

For more information about
Trinity Episcopal Church, call
(908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org.
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Senior Citizens Club
To Meet on April 5

GARWOOD – The Senior Citi-
zens Club of Garwood invites
any senior citizens interested
in joining the club to come to its
next meeting on Thursday, April
5. The club meets the first and
third Thursdays of each month
in the Garwood Fire House
meeting room.

On Wednesday, May 16, club
members will have dinner and
see Uncle Floyd’s “Don’t Bet
Your Life,” a comedy spoof, at
The Royal Manor in Garfield.
Tickets are $42 per person.

The bus will leave at 10:15
a.m. and will return at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. For further infor-
mation or to purchase tickets,
call Walter at (908) 789-1067.

sewer fees. Under the new struc-
ture, the minimal usage for sewer
fee assessments is being low-
ered from 75,000 gallons to
25,000 gallons and the mini-
mum fee is being lowered from
$175 to $140 — a move that
Mayor David Robinson said was
good for senior citizens and oth-
ers on fixed incomes. Commis-
sioner Edward O’Malley voted
against the ordinance, saying
that larger-volume users such
as non-profits and nursing
homes were being unfairly hurt
by the fees.

The township committee also
introduced the 2012 municipal
budget, but all five members
stressed that much work still
needed to be done to cut expen-
ditures and lower what would be
a 4-percent increase in the mu-
nicipal portion of local property-
tax bills. No details were pro-
vided on Tuesday, but more in-
formation is expected to be
posted on the township’s website
next week.

“This is still a work in progress,”
said Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins,
who added that the committee
was looking at several items that
would lower the tax hike “signifi-
cantly.” He said the finance sub-
committee, which he heads,
would be meeting to discuss the
budget and said residents were
welcome to speak with him at
two public hearings to be held on
Tuesdays, April 3 and April 17,
from 7 to 9 p.m.

Briefly addressing the latest de-
velopments surrounding the
Birchwood Avenue development,
Township Attorney Phil Morin said
the township’s planning board
will discuss at its Wednesday,
April 4, meeting proposed
changes to the township’s mas-
ter plan to allow multi-family af-
fordable housing at the Birchwood
Avenue site. The township com-
mittee, he said, will be required
to pass an ordinance to formalize

such a designation. The town-
ship needs to take these actions,
Mr. Morin said, to comply with a
judge’s December order allow-
ing work at the site to go for-
ward. He said that once these
steps are taken and the township
certifies to the court that it is in
compliance with the judge’s or-
der, then the municipal govern-
ment can formally file an appeal
of the judge’s order.

At the start of the meeting, the
committee congratulated Chris-
topher Koscica for achieving the

rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America. Commis-
sioner O’Malley presented cer-
tificates to two local businesses
— Artemisia and X-tra Mile Fit-
ness — for their efforts at adopt-
ing environmentally-sustainable
practices as part of the local Go
Green initiative. The flag salute
was led by several members of
Girl Scout Troop No. 51114.
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