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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Changing from one head coach
to another came smoothly for
this year’s Cranford High School
wrestling team. And the result
was a 15-8 record with a very
competitive schedule that in-
cluded Westfield (20-6), Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (21-3), Linden
(District 11 champions), Gover-
nor Livingston (22-3) and peren-
nial powers David Brearley (Union
County Champions) and Roselle
Park.

“We wrestled well! Up and down
the lineup, we were real strong
at some points, and at some
points, we filled in the best we
could. We lost flour matches by
three or less,” Cougar Head Coach
Pat Gorman said.

The Cougars had no competitor
at 113-lbs and had to fill in some
weak spots with new wrestlers,
but they did have several veter-
ans and several athletes, who
made strong contributions.

One who made huge contribu-
tions for four years was senior JP
Christiano, who finished this sea-
son with a 29-5 record at 170-lbs
to bring his career wins total to
111. Four of his five losses came
against Joey Balboni of Brearley
– in the UCT finals, District 11
finals, Region 3 finals and in a
dual meet. He qualified for the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic
City, but due to illness, he was
not able to compete.

“He came down with mono.
Looking back, he probably had it
a week or two before the dis-
tricts,” Coach Gorman explained.

Last year, Christiano was the
UCT, District 11 and Region 3

champion at 160-lbs. He ad-
vanced to the NJSIAA
quarterfinals

Senior Ian Henry, also a four-
year varsity wrestler, earned his
team plenty of bonus points with

his wild, go-for-the-pin maneu-
vers. This season, he accom-
plished a goal that he had been
eyeing his entire career when he

CHRISTIANO FINISHED 29-5 WITH 111 CAREER WINS, HENRY WON DISTRICT 126-LB CROWN

Cougar Matmen Finish, 15-8, Return Experienced Team
became the District 11 champ at
126-lbs. Henry finished with a
24-9 record.

“He ended his career on a great
note. The good thing for him was
winning the districts, because

he’s been plugging away at that
for so long,” Coach Gorman said.

Junior Corey Markovitch, com-
peting at 152-lbs, finished sec-
ond in the district and fourth in
UCT and recorded a 27-10 record.

“A lot of people look across the

mat and see this kid, they don’t
think much of him. Six foot some-
thing and 152-lbs, but he uses
that lankiness. Cradles! Legs!
He’s got those long arms and
legs to wrestle like an octopus.
He knocked off some good kids.
I think he is going to have a great
year next year,” Coach Gorman
said.

Junior James Dwyer missed the
middle part of the season due to
illness but managed to place third
in the district at 160-lbs and
finished with a 9-4 record. Se-
nior Glen Cook filled in and also
finished 9-4.

“Glen had a great year. Dwyer
beat him in a wrestleoff for the
districts. He just couldn’t break
the lineup at the end of his high
school career,” Coach Gorman
said.

Freshman Gavin Murray showed
up on the radar screen immedi-
ately when he won the Garden
State Holliday Tournament at
120-lbs in December. He also
placed third in the UCT and sec-
ond in the district to finished 29-
8.

Sophomore Corey Birch finished
17-15 at 132/138-lbs and junior
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Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin (Febuary 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING FOR A DISTRICT 11 TITLE…Cougar Ian Henry, top, works over Elizabeth’s Ralph Stadtler in the 126-
lb District 11 championship bout. Henry earned a 10-2, majority decision and the district title.

See story and photos on page 12

In The Westfield Leader newspaper
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Cranford Cougar Wrestlers Finish 15-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mike Helmstetter competed pri-
marily at 126-lbs and finished 8-
8. Junior Matt DiMartino com-
peted at 145-lbs, junior Nick
Frediani competed at 138-lbs and
sophomore Kevin Quigley com-
peted at 106-lbs.

The Cougars got some good
mileage from some football play-
ers in the heavier weights. Junior
Jeff Weiss competed at 220-lbs,
placed second in the UCT and
second in the district to finish
with a 21-14 record.

“Jeff is only a second-year wres-
tler. We went to North Bergin. He
wrestled a kid who took second
in the state and only lost 10-7.

That was his turning point in the
season. Since that, he wrestled
with confidence. He’s very ath-
letic. He picks up on things,”
Coach Gorman said.

Junior Nick Diaz, a linebacker
on the football team with two
years wrestling experience, ro-
tated at 182-lbs and 195-lbs and
finished with a 17-16 record.

“Nick gave up a lot of weight.
He really weighted 175. He’s
come a long way,” Coach Gorman
pointed out.

Junior Rob Kessler also rotated
at 182-lbs and 195-lbs.

“Rob bumped up and down the
lineup like Diaz. He is going to

have a great year next year,”
Coach Gorman said.

He placed third in the district
and fifth in the UCT at 182-lbs
and finished with a 17-14 record.
Sophomore Jon El-Khoury com-
peted at heavyweight.

“Jon is a first-year wrestler. He
learned a lot of things. He’s con-
stantly losing weight. He won’t
be a heavyweight next year,”
said Coach Gorman, who added,
“We are only losing three se-
niors. With the record that we
had and the caliber of wrestlers,
11 juniors and we are going to
get a couple of freshmen next
year, so the future is promising.”

David B. Corbin (Janruary 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MEMBER OF THE 100+ VICTORY CLUB…Cougar JP Christiano, left, finished this season with a 29-5 record to
bring his career wins total to 111.

David B. Corbin (2011/2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS…Cougar Gavin Murray, top, cranks a double
arm bar on Westfield’s Anthony Aldana in his 120-lb bout. Bottom, Corey
Markovitch goes for a single leg takedown on a New Providence Pioneer in his
152-lb bout.
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REGGIE GREEN LED SCORING, SEAN BABOS ASSISTS STEFAN FEDORCHAK 3-POINTERS

Cougar Boys Won 6 of Last 8, Finish 12-13 in Basketball
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midseason woes, coming up on
the short side of very close
games, may have been a bit
discouraging for the Cranford
High School boys basketball
team, but the Cougars bounced
back to win six of their final eight
games to finish with a 12-13
record.

“Overall, with the exception of
our state tournament loss to East
Side, in our last 17 games, we
were about 23 points away from
being 16-1,” Cougar Head Coach
Ryan Huber said. “We lost to
Rahway by one, Hillside by two,
St. Mary’s by five. About every
game was right there. Late in the
season, we started to step up
and hit big shots.”

Early in the season, the Cou-
gars got stung by Summit, 48-
46, and suffered an overtime
loss to Westfield, 64-62.

“We had the opportunity to win
that game [Westfield] in regula-
tion. We needed a big defensive
stop. Keegan Hess made a big
play for them and knocked down
some foul shots. Overall, games
like that early in the season,
helped us get our bearings, and

we did a lot better in those close
games,” Coach Huber said.

Junior forward/center Reggie
Green was a dominant figure
under the boards and led the
Cougars in scoring with 405
points, which included 69 free
throws. Green also led the team
with 175 rebounds and added 10
assists, nine steals and four
blocked shots.

“Reggie might be the second
player who leaves here who
scored 1,000 points without hit-

ting a shot outside 12 feet. He
really matured, coming off a state
championship in football. He was
a little banged up early in the
season, because he got hit every
play in football. He really came
through late in the year and be-
came a force to be reckoned
with. He became a really good
passer. He would turn the ball
over to Kurt Rutmayer and that
really opened up our offense. He
was great going to the basket,
but he’s got to develop a primary

jump shot to open things up,”
Coach Huber said.

Senior forward/center
Rutmayer could be deadly from
the perimeter, as well as under-
neath with putbacks and re-
bounds. Rutmayer sank 20 3-
pointers and finished with 266
points, which included 70 free
throws. He also grabbed 122 re-
bounds and led the team with 10
blocked shots.

“Kurt is a consistent player in
anything he does. Whether it’s

football, basketball or baseball,
he is a great leader out there. He
does everything you ask him to
do. He does it without ever say-
ing two words against it. He is
going to be missed not only be-
cause of his basketball ability,
but he is going to be missed just
as much as a leader,” Coach
Huber said.

Senior point guard Sean Babos
led the team with 71 assists, but
despite his unselfishness, he
managed to score 199 points,
including 33 3-pointers and 42
free throws. He was the Cougars’
chief thief with 14 steals.

“Sean! Once we got the ball in
bounds, we didn’t think many
people were going to be able to
take the ball away from him.
Early in the season we thought
we relied too much on Sean in
terms of bringing pressure. I
talked to him in the middle of
January that he had to score a
little bit more, and he really did
that. Once he started shooting
more, that really opened it up,
because he’s got range from 25
feet in,” Coach Huber said.

Junior forward Stefan
Fedorchak led the Cougars with
38 3-pointers (114 points), sank

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

*********
Look for Cougar
Pre-season Sports

Beginning in
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David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM LEADER IN ASSISTS…Cougar Sean Babos, No. 1, led the team with 71 assists, but despite his unselfishness,
he managed to score 199 points.

See story and photos on page 15

In The Westfield Leader newspaper
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Cranford Cougar Basketballers Finish 12-13
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

89 2-pointers (178 points) and
hit 38 free throws, which trans-
lated to 330 points. He also had
11 thefts and eight assists.

“He is going to be called upon
next year to do even more. He
was a little under the radar com-
ing into this season, because he
played JV as a sophomore. He’s
going to be a marked man next
year by a lot of teams that are
going to try to stop him and
Reggie. I think he is the type of
kid, who is going to work really
hard and take it to the next level,”

Coach Huber said.
Senior guard Eric Garguilo got

injured very early in the season,
but junior Chris Wills filled in and
contributed 69 points and seven
assists.

“Coming into the season Chris
was going be our backup here,
backup there. Unfortunately, we
had a season-ending injury to
Eric Garguilo. He was tossed into
a role, and he did a very good
job. He primarily guarded the
other teams’ best players,” Coach
Huber said.

Sophomore guards Tommy
Trotter and John Oblachinski also
found adequate time on the court
and contributed 44 and 37 points,
respectively.

“Both of them are going to be
called upon to have big roles
next year. Tommy is going to
be there for Sean as our pri-
mary ball handler, and Johnny
will take that spot vacated by
Kurt. I am very confident with
their work ethic that they will
be able to handle that,” Coach
Huber said.

David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEADLY SHOOTERS…Cougar Kurt Rutmayer, No. 4, was a deadly shooter
from the perimeter and underneath. Below, Reggie Green, No. 15, led the
Cougars with 405 points, including 69 free throws.

David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANOTHER DEADLY SHOOTER…Cougar Stefan Fedorchak, No. 5, pumped in 330 points, including 38 from 3-point
range and 89 2-pointers.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, March 22, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Garwood BOE Approves
$8.4-Mil. Tentative Budget

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education approved
Tuesday a tentative budget for
the 2012-2013 school year to-
taling $8,439,831, which includes
a general fund of $7,682,554
and special revenues of
$134,160, with $7,250,529 to
be raised in taxes.

Taxes would be raised 2 per-
cent, said Janine Murray, the
board’s business administrator.
A public hearing to discuss the
budget will be held Thursday,
March 29, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Lincoln School.

The proposed budget repre-
sents an increase of $262,226 in
tax levy and a $461,342 hike in
spending for the budget.

Since the district moved its elec-
tion to November, and the bud-
get is at the 2-percent cap, the
budget will not be voted on by
the public. BOE Finance Commit-
tee Chairwoman Sue Groning said
the district “would not lose any-
thing,” such as staff and ser-
vices, with the budget as it stands.

Cranford’s Brookside Place
School’s first grade class told a

story and sang a song they wrote
with their teacher, Donna
Schlencker and Principal Michael
Klimko, at the start of the meet-
ing to emote their thankfulness
to the Garwood Board Educa-
tion. Cranford Superintendent
Gayle Carrick and Mary Venditti,
president of the Cranford Board
of Education, thanked the board
for allowing Brookside to use
Garwood’s Washington School for
104 days while Brookside was
renovated after the destruction
caused by Hurricane Irene.

Washington School has been
closed and this month was leased
to the Westfield Area “Y” for five
years. The “Y” has yet to open
the new facility.

From September to December
there were three suspensions,
as well as three incidents of bul-
lying in the district, said Superin-
tendent Teresa Quigley in her
report. From the February 21
through March 20, there were six
reports of bullying, four were
considered normal and two were
considered bullying, she said.

Negotiations Committee Chair-
man John Sullivan said the
Garwood Education Association
and the board of education are
discussing salary guides. The
teacher’s association and the dis-
trict have reached an agreement,
however, the contract has yet to
be ratified. “A tentative agree-
ment is reached; we are going
back and forth on salary guides,”
Mr. Sullivan said.

“It’s the last detail that needs
to be addressed before both par-
ties ratify the agreement,” said
board attorney John Geppert,
who said the ratification of the
contract is “imminent.”

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL THANKS...Cranford’s Brookside Place School first graders told a
story and sang a song they wrote along with their teacher, Donna Schlencker,and
Principal Michael Klimko, at the start of the Garwood Board of Education
meeting to emote their thankfulness to the board for letting them use Washing-
ton School for 104 days while Brookside was renovated after the destruction
caused by Hurricane Irene.

GW Planning Bd. OK’s
Home Addition on Walnut

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The borough’s
planning board last Wednesday
night approved a home kitchen
extension for a home on Walnut
Avenue.

Craig and Sonja Gibson of 312
Walnut Avenue, whose property
is a non-conforming 61-by-90-
foot lot, said they intend to add a
12-foot by 16-foot extension to
their kitchen. The extension will
be 23.5 feet from the property
line and the neighbor’s side yard.
The home has a front-yard set-
back of 29.9 feet. They presented
photos of the yard to the board.

Mr. Gibson said he was creating
living space for his growing fam-
ily. Responding to a question of
conformity to the neighborhood
by Mayor Patricia Quattrochi, Mr.
Gibson assured the board that
the addition would be even or

match up with the other homes
on the block. Mr. Gibson said to
reconfigure the inside of the
home, so the extension would fit
within code, would be too expen-
sive and entail moving a stair-
case, and, therefore, be a hard-
ship for he and his wife.

Mary Ware of Third Avenue, a
neighbor of the Gibsons, spoke
in favor of the addition. “I’m
interested in young people stay-
ing in Garwood,” she said.

Board member William
Nierstedt said, “I’m not indiffer-
ent to their situation, I have chil-
dren myself, but we have a non-
conforming lot depth. Anything
less than 25 feet from the prop-
erty line I can’t support. I have
problems with the backyard.”

Board chairman Robert Pender
commented, “We have to look at
what’s good for Garwood as well.”
He added, “We want families to
stay in Garwood, especially fami-
lies that care for their homes.”

Board member Donald Frazier
added, “In order to support the
application, as submitted, condi-
tions should be placed on the rear
yard setback being no less than
23.6 feet from the property line.”

The application was approved
with that stipulation. Mr.
Nierstedt voted against the mea-
sure. The next planning board
meeting will be Wednesday,
March 28, 7:30 p.m., at the
Garwood Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 403 South Avenue.

Cranford/Garwood/Area News

UC GOP to Hold
Convention Saturday
CRANFORD — The Union

County Republican Committee
will hold its convention this Sat-
urday at the Orange Avenue in
Cranford. Candidates will be se-
lected for or be supported for
U.S. Senate, Congress and the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. The convention be-
gins at 9 a.m.

Local Knights Schedule
Semi-Annual Fish Fry
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will have
their semiannual Fish Fry event
on Friday, March 30, from 6 to 8
p.m. at their council hall. Ca-
tered by Thistles, the dinner
will include French fries, cole-
slaw, dessert and coffee. Ad-
vance tickets are $12 for adults
and $10 for children under 12.
Tickets at the door will be $15.
Participants may dine in or take
out their meals.

Tickets can be purchased
weekdays after 4 p.m. at the
council hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood, opposite
PathMark. On weekends, indi-
viduals are asked to call (908)
789-9809 first after 2:30 p.m.
Parking is available behind the
Knights hall off of Willow Av-
enue. Advance tickets are
strongly recommended. For
more information, call (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m.

Dietician Joins Staff
At Garwood ShopRite
GARWOOD – Heather Marino,

a registered dietitian (RD), has
joined The ShopRite of Garwood
to operate the store’s new in-
store dietitian service. She will
offer customers nutritional infor-
mation and guidance to help in-
fluence better food choices.


